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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-three. 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  correct 
and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with : 


Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1883   $15,468  71 

Dog  Fund  from  the  County    607  40 

School  Fund  from  State   232  24 

From  sale  of  school  books   1,509  01 

Armory  rent  reimbursements   375  00 

Poor  reimbursements   1,406  89 

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials   13,136  76 

Peddlers'  licenses     17  00 

Interest  on  Training  Green  Fund   25  38 

Interest  from  delinquent  taxes   345  38 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   400  00 

Agawam  and  Halfway  Pond  Fishery   205  50 

Kebate  of  interest  on  loans   11  43 

Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hill  Cemetery   394  53 

Road  Department  reimbursements   779  15 

State  Aid  refunded   2,428  00 

National  Bank  Tax  from  the  State    2,715  73 

Corporation  Tax  from  the  State   6,627  29 

Insane  Poor  reimbursements    357  14 

Amount  carried  for  tear  d   $470,42  54 
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Amount  brought  forward   $47,042  54 

Contingent  reimbursements   131  80 

Interest  from  Warren  Fund   50  00 

Fire  Department  reimbursements   7  67 

Taxes,  1880   990  81 

Taxes,  1882    6,233  81 

Taxes,  1883    62,440  41 

School  reimbursements   23  00 

Sale  of  Herring  Brooks   32  00 

Indigent  Aid  refunded   353  61 

Almshouse  Building  reimbursement   114  06 

Widows' reimbursement.   18  00 


$117,437  71 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows  : 
Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking 

Fund   $1,500  00 

State  Tax   4,215  00 

National  Bank  Tax   3,937  75 

Corporation  Tax   11  91 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   117  39 

Widows'  distribution   151  00 

Water  Works  interest  on  loans  and  extensions.  . .  13,178  79 

Watch  and  Police . ,  '   1,220  30 

Treasurer   500  00 

Town  Debt  and  Interest  Account   6,011  04 

Sexton   125  00 

State  Aid   1,827  50 

Schools   22,813  04 

Roads  and  Bridges    8,899  19 

New  Roads   1,395  26 

Insane  Poor   1,784  61 

Amount  carried  forward   $67,687  78 
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Amount  brought  forward .  .   107,687  78 

Poor   8,005  11 

Fire  Department    2,487  95 

Burial  Hill    255  36 

Contingent   2,614  41 

Lighting  Streets  and  Town  House   1,232  72 

Assessors   988  07 

Plymouth  Public  Library   303  70 

Agawam  and  Halfway  Pond  Fishery   45  50 

Warren  Fund   5  36 

Collector  of  Taxes   454  01 

Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid   652  37 

Stone  Street  Crossings    7  35 

Abatements   724  99 

County  Tax   4,524  15 

New  School  Building   3,725  69 

Almshouse  Building  Extension  . .    8,614  06 

Cash  on  hand    15,079  13 


$117,437  71 

The  overdrawn  balance  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows  : 

North  Grammar  School-house   $2,725  69 

Almshouse   7,000  00 

Assessors   150  74 

Schools    245  75 

Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid   326  82 

Fire  Department   185  69 

New  roads   288  51 


$10,923  20 
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The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 


follows  : 

Water  Works   $93  53 

Watch  and  Police   44  49 

Town  Debt   292  82 

Roads  and  Bridges   808  96 

Lighting  Streets  and  Town  House   91  58 

Insane  Poor   258  27 

Contingent   862  31 

Poor   393  92 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   515  84 

Warren  Fund   1,068  44 

Fresh  Brook   10  17 

Training  Green  Fund   649  59 

Collector  of  Taxes  ,   70 

Abatements  ,  2,208  84 

Widows'  Fund   33 


$7,299  49 
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TOWN  DEBT. 
Water  Loan  Funded. 

70,000   six  per  cent,   bonds,  payable 

June  1st,  1885  $70,000  00 

20,000  six   per  cent,  bonds,  payable 

Aug.  1, 1894   20,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  5  per  cent   6,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cent  Savings 

Bank,  due  Aug.  2,  1890,  4£  per 

cent   6,000  03 

 $102,000  00 

DUXBURY  &  COHASSET  RAILROAD  LOAN. 

4:0,000  seven  per  cent,  bonds,  due  April  1,  1884. . .      40,000  00 
Temporary  Debt. 


Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able April  13,  1888,  4  per  cent, 
interest   $5,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cent  Savings 
Bank,  payable  March  20,  1888,  4^ 
per  cent,  interest   6,700  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able Sept.  18,  1886,  interest  at  4J 
per  cent   10,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on 

demand,  interest  at  4  per  cent..  . .    11,0C0  00 

Notes  to  sundry  persons,  on  demand, 

interest  at  5  per  cent   4,900  00 

  37,600  00 

Amount  carried  forward   $179,600  00 


Amount  carried  forward   $179,600  00 

Engine  House  Loan. 
Note  to  P.  Hedge,  on  demand,  inter- 
est at  5  per  cent   $1,200  00 

Note  to  heirs  of  Timothy  Manter,  on 

demand,  interest  at  5  per  cent. . . .  .        400  00 
Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on 

demand   1,000  00 

  2,600  00 

$182,200  00 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments  ....  7,299  41 

Gross  indebtedness.   $189,499  49 

Less — 

Uncollected  taxes,  1882   $1,257  40 

Uncollected  taxes,  1883    6,823  50 

Indigent  Aid  due  from  State  of  Mass.  325  55 
State  Aid,  due  from  State  of  Mass ....     1,827  50 

Cash  on  hand   15,079  13 

  •    25,313  08 

Net  debt,  Jan.  1,  1884   $164,186  41 

Net  debt,  Jan.  1, 1883    162,190  35 

Increase  of  debt,  1883   $1,996  06 

"Which  is  made  up  as  follows  : 
Overdrawn  balances  in  excess  of  last 
year,   creating   a   deficiency  and 
liability  of  the  Town   $5,632  84 

Amounts  carried  forward             $5,632  84  $1,996  06 
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Amounts  carried  forward   $5,632  84      $1,996  06 

Less — 

Gain  in  Corporation  Tax,  over 

estimates   $2,115  38 

Gain  in  Bank  Tax,  over  esti- 
mates  215  73 

Net    receipts   from   Agawam  j  ] 

Fishery   160  00 

Two-thirds  dividend  from  O. 

C.  National  Bank   266  67 

Received  from  licenses   17  00 

Received  from  sale  Herring 

Brooks  . . ,   32  00 

Payments   on  principal  out- 
standing notes   .  1,124  <  5 

Gain   in  non-resident  Bank 

Tax   10  71 

$3,912  14 

Less — 
Amount  estimated  as 

revenue   $300  00 

Payment   to  Burial 

Hill   5  36 

 _ —    $305  36 

 $3,636  78 

  $1,996  06 

By  reference  to  the  preceding  pages  of  the  report,  a  summary 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  by  the  Treasurer,  together  with 
the  statement  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  Town  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  is  submitted,  from  which  it  appears  that  the 
expenditures  have  exceeded  the  receipts  in  the  sum  of  $1,996.06, 
and  increased  the  indebtedness  in  that  amount.  The  expendi- 
tures for  the  year  have  been  exceptionally  large,  owing  to  in- 
creased appropriations  voted  and  authorized  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  the  tax  levy  being  $5,108.32  over  the  previous  year, 
rnaking  the  rate  of  taxation  $13.60  against  $12.80  in  1882. 
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A  special  appropriation  of  $12,500  was  voted  at  the  annual 
meeting  to  provide  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Almshouse  and 
erection  of  a  new  Grammar  School-house  at  the  north  part  of  the 
Town,  of  which  $2,500  was  assessed  in  the  taxes  for  the  current 
year,  leaving  10,000,  which  the  Selectmen  were  authorized  to 
borrow  for  such  time  and  on  such  terms  as  they  might  deem  for 
the  interest  of  the  Town.  The  expenditure  against  that  ac- 
count, amounting  to  $9,725.09,  has  been  met  from  the  Treasury, 
without  recourse  to  a  loan,  and  appears  in  the  account  of  over- 
drawn balances  for  the  current  year.  The  overdrawn  balances 
in  the  several  departments,  exclusive  of  the  above  amount  of 
$9,725.69,  aggregate  $1,197.51,  against  $5,290.30  last  year,  a  dif- 
ference of  $4,092.85,  and,  including  the  surplus  revenue  derived 
principally  from  Corporation  Tax,  and  payments  of  $1,121.65  on 
temporary  loan,  has  provided  for  the  School  and  Almshouse 
expenditures  with  an  incr  ease  only  of  $1,996.06  to  the  debt. 

Under  these  conditions,  the  Selectmen  have  not  deemed  it 
advisable  to  use  the  authority  conferred  to  borrow  money  to 
provide  for  the  special  appropriations,  as  nothing  could  be 
gained,  while  it  could  be  met  from  the  Treasury,  as  otherwise 
the  interest-bearing  debt  would  be  increased  in  lieu  of  a  similar 
amount  to  be  cancelled,  bearing  as  favorable  rate  of  interest,  or 
the  money  would  lay  idle  in  the  Treasur}'  until  the  present  c;ish 
balance  was  exhausted,  the  present  b  ilauc .i  being  ample  to  meet 
present  requirements.  The  loan  issued  in  aid  of  the  Duxbury 
&  Cohasset  Railroad  becomes  due  April  1,  1381.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  proceeds  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  can  be 
readily  converted  into  cash,  will  provide  for  about  $22,000  of  the 
loan.  By  anticipating  the  sinking  fund  appropriation  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  taking  from  the  abatement  account — which  has  a 
surplus  over  any  probable  requirements, — the  difference  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  $25,000  of  the  loan,  that  amount  can  be  retired, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $15,000,  which,  it  is  recommended,  be  bor- 
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rowed  on  notes  of  the  Town  for  ten  years,  witli  liberty  to  apply 
the  sum  of  $1,500  annually  towards  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal until  fully  paid.  By  this  plan,  it  will  simplify  and  provide 
for  the  loan  by  distributing  payment  over  a  period  of  ten  years, 
and  avoid  the  care  and  risk  attending  the  safe  investment  of 
money  annually  in  a  sinking  fund.  There  has  been  no  additions 
to  the  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund  during  the  year,  except  from 
the  accumulation,  which  now  amounts  to  $2,350.05,  and  none  is 
likely  to  be  received  before  the  maturity  of  the  loan,  June  1, 
1885,  for  which  it  is  to  provide,  the  Water  Department  having 
expended  its  income  in  special  repairs  and  extensions. 


TOWN  HOUSE  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

The  attention  of  the  Town  has  been  frequently  called  to  the 
need  of  additional  accommodations  for  the  transaction  of  its 
business.  The  present  s"fe  is  already  crowded,  and  cannot 
longer  safely  accommodate  the  increasing  books  and  valuable 
documents  which  it  is  important  to  protect  and  preserve.  The 
only  room  in  the  lower  part  of  the  building,  with  the  exception 
of  the  room  occupied  by  the  Treasurer,  is  used  jointly  by  the 
Collector  of  Taxes,  Selectmen,  Assessors,  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
and  Committees  of  the  Town.  ,  The  confusion  and  interruption 
consequent  upon  it  interferes  seriously  with  a  convenient  or  sat- 
sifactory  transaction  of  its  business,  which  is  annually  increas- 
ing. At  present  the  Assessors  occupy  the  same  room  for  at  least 
three  months  of  the  year,  and  the  constant  interruption  by 
persons  transacting  business  with  the  Collector,  Overseers,  etc., 
iuterfer  with  those  having  business  with  the  Assessors,  and  adds 
to  the  time  and  expense  of  assessing  the  taxes. 
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At  a  moderate  expense,  the  room  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
building  will  provide  the  needed  accommodations,  and  by  ex- 
tending from  the  present  safe  into  the  room  above,  and  con- 
structing there  an  additional  safe  of  the  same  size,  it  would 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Town  for  many  years.  The  rooms 
connecting  with  it  could  be  used  by  the  Assessors  and  for  Com- 
mittee rooms,  and  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  rooms 
below.  The  granting  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  building  for  a 
Public  Library  was  not  considered  as  a  permanent  arrangement, 
as  it  was  then  apparent  that  it  must  soon  be  needed  for  Town 
purposes,  and,  even  if  it  was  not,  the  continual  passing  in  and 
out  of  the  building,  to  and  from  the  Library,  by  so  many  persons 
is  an  inconvenience  to  those  employed  in,  as  well  as  those  hav- 
ing business  with  the  Town  ;  as  the  Town,  however,  wisely 
reserved  the  right  to  have  the  room  vacated  on  giving  six 
months'  notice.  * 

The  Selectmen  recommend  that  notice  be  given  the  Trustees 
to  vacate  the  building,  and  the  Selectmen,  or  a  Committee  of  the 
Town,  be  authorized  to  make  the  improvement  suggested. 


IS 


TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 

By  appropriation   $6,000  00 

By  rebate  of  interest  on  loans  paid  in  advance 

of  maturity   11  43 

By  interest  received  from  delinquent  taxes   345  38 

$6,356  81 

Dr. 

Dec.  31,  1882.  To  balance  old  account.       $52  95 

To  interest  on  D.  &  C.  R.  R.  loan   2,800  00 

To  interest  on  temporary  loan   1,983  11 

To  interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of 

taxes   103  28 

To  payment  on  principal  of  temporary 

loan  notes    1,124  65 

  6,063  99 

Undrawn   $292  82 


With  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  Duxbury  &  Coh asset 
Railroad  Loan,  and  refunding  of  a  portion  of  the  temporary 
loan  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  less  appropriation  will  be 
required  to  meet  the  interest  on  outstanding  indebtedness.  To 
make  additional  provision  for  the  payment  of  $1,400  of  notes  on 
account  of  Engine  House  Loan,  now  due,  will  require  an  appro- 
priation of  $4,500,  which  is  recommended. 
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HO  ADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $9,000  00 

By  sundry  reimbursements   33  89 

From  sale  of  two  horses    67  40 

By  reimbursement  from  New  Koad  Department. .  228  63 

"     Poor  Departments   438  88 

"     Water  Works   3  00 

By  transfer  from  Street  Crossing's  Account   7  35 

$9,779  15 

Contra— Dr. 
Dec.  31,  1882.  To  balance  old  accouut.       $71  00 

To  payments  in  1883   8,899  19 

  8,970  19 

Undrawn   $808  96 


The  amount  expended  for  roads  and  bridges  the  past  year  is 
$8,899.19,against  £9,754.35  in  1882,  and  less  the  earnings  of  the 
teams  mother  Departments  $8,120.0 1,  against  $9,206.88  in  1882, 
being  a  less  net  expenditure  of  $1,086.14.  A  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  difference  was  in  the  less  amount  required  the  past 
year  for  the  removal  of  snow.  The  amount  expended  for  that 
purpose  in  1882  was  $1,467.98,  against  an  expenditure  of 
$548.60  the  last  year. 

The  amount  expended  for  permanent  improvment  of  sidewalks 
and  street  crossings  is  $1,175.97,  exceeding  by  $175.97  the 
amount  authorized  by  the  Town. 

There  has  also  been  expended  for  renewal  of  teams  and  ap- 
paratus $580  less  the  sale  of  two  of  the  old  horses  for  $67.40, 
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which  were  purchased  some  ten  years  ago  when  the  present  sys- 
tem of  repairing  the  highways  was  adopted,  and  from  age  and 
constant  service  were  past  doing  efficient  work  on  the  roads, 
and  it  was  thought  to  be  economy  to  replace  them.  With  one 
exception  the  horses  now  owned  by  the  Town,  are  young  and 
in  good  condition.  It  may  be  necessary  to  replace  the  only  old 
horse  now  owned  by  the  Town  in  the  Spring  when  the  equip- 
ment will  be  complete  in  every  respect. 

The  repairs  on  roads  average  about  the  same  yearly,  and  it 
is  the  intention  to  make  a  steady  improvement  in  addition  to  the 
necessary  repairs  as  fast  as  the  condition  of  things  will  permit  ; 
and,  unless  as  in  some  sensons  heavy  rains  occur  during  the 
Summer  months  when  the  roads  are  usually  dry,  causing  large 
repairs,  a  steady  improvement  has  been  made. 

The  past  season  has  been  free  from  any  demands  in  that  line, 
but  the  unusually  dry  weather  during  the  entire  Summer  made 
it  unprofitable,  as  well  as  almost  impossible,  to  make  any  but 
needed  repairs  on  the  roads.  The  teams  during  that  time 
were  employed  in  building  new  roads  which  the  dry  weather 
did  not  seriously  interfere  with. 

In  making  provision  for  such  additions  as  the  construction  of 
new  roads  adds  yearly  to  this  Department,  without  any  provi- 
sion for  special  repairs  or  large  expenditures  on  account  of  snow, 
an  appropriation  of  $1,500  will  be  required  in  addition  to  the 
balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account. 
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NEW  ROADS. 


$2,393  25 
1,395  26 


To  payments  in  1883 


$3,788  51 


Cr. 


By  appropriation 


3,500  00 


Overdrawn 


$288  51 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  was  an  overdrawn 
balance  against  this  Department  of  $2,393.25  for  the  construc- 
tion of  new  roads  not  provided  for  by  an  appropriation,  which 
reference  to  the  report  of  last  year  will  fully  explain. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,500  was  made  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
to  provide  for  this  deficiency,  and  include  the  working  of  the 
roads  the  past  year.  Of  this  appropriation  there  has  been 
expended  for  the  widening  of  Court  Street,  $180.98  ;  working 
of  Allerton  Street,  149.76  ;  working  and  construction  of  Staf- 
ford Street,  $335.03  ;  working  and  construction  of  Davis 
Street,  $466.49  ;  construction  of  White  Horse  Road,  $150.57  ; 
for  awards  due  and  unpaid  on  Water  and  Winslow  streets, 
$157.70  ;  and  $34.75  for  plans  and  surveys  for  new  roads,  asked 
for  and  already  accepted  by  the  Town.  The  aggregate  of  these 
expenditures  is  $1,395.28,  and  exceed  the  appropriation  in  the 
sum  of  $288.51. 

The  laying  out  of  the  road  from  Court  to  Lothrop  streets 
was  accepted  by  the  Town  at  the  Annual  Meeting  and  provi- 
sions will  be  made  for  working  it  the  present  year. 
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The  narrow  and  unsafe  condition  of  Carver  Street,  between 
Leyden  and  Middle  streets,  has  been  apparent  for  some  time, 
and  would  have  received  earlier  attention,  had  not  some 
changes  been  considered  in  connection  with  the  improvements 
on  Cole's  Hill,  which  would  include  the  easterly  portion  of  the 
street  and  obviate  any  direct  action  on  the  part  of  the  Town.  The 
matter  having  been  dropped  for  the  present,  and  as  the  im- 
provements by  the  Pilgrim  Society  on  and  about  Cole's  Hill 
are  not  likely  to  be  extended  south  of  Middle  Street,  and  are 
made  with  a  view  to  the  widening  of  the  east  side  of  Carver 
Street,  for  the  convenience  of  public  travel.  The  Selectmen 
have,  under  the  authority  conferred  by  statute,  made  a  widen- 
ing on  the  east  and  west  side  of  the  street ;  the  former  to  the 
south  line  of  the  land  of  William  Pt.  Drew,  as  indicated  by  the 
wall,  and  on  the  west  side  as  far  as  the  land  of  Mrs.  Marcy, 
which  will  be  laid  before  the  Town  for  their  action  at  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  widening,  with  the  changes  con- 
templated at  the  foot  of  Middle  Street,  is  $2,500.  Unless 
unforseen  difficulties  should  arise,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  can 
exceed  that  amount,  and  may  be  built  for  a  less  sum. 

An  appropriation  of  $3,000  for  the  widening  of  Carver  Street, 
and  other  work  contemplated  for  the  year,  will  be  required  and 
is  recommended. 
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$1,266  66 
22,813  04 


To  payments  in  1888 


$24,079  70 


By  one-half  Dog  Fund  

By  Massachusetts  School  Fund 

Sundry  reimbursements .   

Appropriation  for  deficiency  

Sale  of  school  books   

Appropriation   


1,266  00 
1,509  01 
20,500  00 


$303  70 
232  24 


23  00 


$22,833  95 


Overdrawn 


$245  75 


The  expenditures  on  account  of  schools  as  compared  with 
last  year,  show  an  increased  net  expenditure  of  $1,558.76. 
The  expenditure  for  1882,  less  the  amount  received  from  sale  of 
books,  being  $19,745.27  in  1882,  against  $21,304.03  in  1883.  The 
difference  is  nearly  the  increased  yearly  cost  of  operating  the 
schools.  Keference  to  the  report  of  the  School  Committee,  will, 
it  is  expected,  give  the  detailed  expenditures  for  the  year. 


Dec.  31.    By  balance  from  old  account  

By  receipts  from  water  rents,  labor  and  materials 
for  repairs   


13,136  76 


$135  56 


$13,272  32 


To  expenditures,  1883 


$13,178  79 


Undrawn 


$93  53 
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The  expenditures  have  exceeded  the  previous  year  in  the  sum 
of  $1,881.29,  a  part  of  which  was  required  to  meet  outstanding 
coupons  of  $630,  as  reported  last  year,  which  have  been  pre- 
sented and  paid,  with  the  exception  of  $30,  and  charged  in  the 
account. 

The  balance  has  been  expended  for  special  repairs  and  exten- 
sions, which  will  be  fully  explained  in  the  full  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

The  income  from  the  Works  for  the  past  few  years  has  been 
absorbed  in  extensions,  and  is  likely  to  be  in  the  future,  unless 
the  Town  should  decide  to  separate  the  account,  and  assess  in 
the  taxes  for  sums  expended  for  that  purpose. 

As  the  net  income  to  any  extent  in  such  case  would  not  be 
realized  in  time  to  make  it  available  for  the  sinking  fund  at  the 
maturity  of  the  loan  in  1885,  in  may  not  be  desirable  to  change 
the  present  policy  of  charging  against  the  income  the  cost  of 
extensions  which  cannot,  without  a  special  vote  of  the  Town 
exceed  the  sum  of  $1,000  in  any  one  year. 


POOR. 


Cr. 


1882. 


Dec.  31.  By  balance  from  old  account 

By  reimbursements  

By  appropriation   


$992  14 
1,406  89 
6,000  00 


$8,399  03 


Dr. 


Payment  in  1883 


8,005  11 


Undrawn 


$393  92 
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The  net  expenditures  on  account  of  Poor,  as  compared  with 
last  year,  shows  an  increased  expenditure  of  $779.09,  being 
$6,598.22  against  $5,819.13  in  1882.  A  portion  of  this  expendi- 
ture was  incurred  in  removal  and  repairing  the  wooden  building 
connected  with  the  Almshouse  to  make  room  for  the  enlarge- 
ment authorized  by  the  Town.  An  appropriation  of  $6,500  is 
recommended. 


INSANE  POOR. 
Or. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.  By  balance  from  old  account  ....    $185  74 

By  appropriation   1,500  00 

By  reimbursements   357  14 


$1,942  88 


Dr. 

To  payments,  1883   1,684  61 


Undrawn   $258  27 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  Hospitals  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  was  ten.  One  has  since  been  admitted,  one 
discharged,  and  one  died,  making  the  present  number  nine.  A 
portion  of  the  expense  is  reimbursed  by  friends  of  the  inmates. 
An  appropriation  of  $1,250  is  recommended. 
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VINE  HILL  CEMETERY. 


Cr. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance  from  old  account    $238  70 

From  sale  of  lots  in  1883    394  53 

$533  23 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1883  1 .  117  39 

Undrawn   $515  84 


There  has  been  sold  during  the  year  twenty-three  lots  from 
which  has  been  received  $21G.73,  and  received  from  lots  sold 
in  previous  years  $77.80,  in  all  $394.53. 

There  is  due  $73.50  for  lots  sold  but  not  paid  for,  viz.,  $27.60 
in  1883,  and  $45.90  in  previous  years. 


LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 


Cr. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance  from  old  account   $24  30 

By  appropriation   1.300  00 

$1,324  30 

Dr. 

To  payments  for  lighting  and  repairs  in  1883.   1,232  72 

Undrawn   $91  58 


There  have  been  three  gaslights  added  the  present  year,  one 
each  on  Howland,  Yernon  and  Winslow  streets,  making  the 
present  number  fifty. 

There  are  also  fourteen  lamps,  either  burning  oil  or  illumin- 
ating gas.    An  appropriation  of  $1,250  is  recommended. 
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CONTINGENT. 
Cr. 

By- 

Armory  rent  received  from  State  of  Mass   $375  00 

Sale  sewer  rights   130  00 

Sundry  reimbursements   1  80 

Appropriation   3,000  00 

$3,506  80 

Appropriation  for  deficiency   1,070  00 


$4,576  80 


Dr. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    To  balance  old  account   $1,070  08 

To  payments,  1883   2,644  41 


3,714  49 


Undrawn   $862  31 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Dr. 

1882.  , 

Dec.  31.    To  overdrawn  balance   $105  41 

To  expenditures,  1883   2,487  95 

$2,593  36 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $2,400  00 

By  reimbursements    7  67 

 - —  $2,407  67 


Overdrawn 


$185  69 
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WATCH  AND  POLICE. 
Cr. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance  from  old  account   $14  79 

By  appropriation   1,250  00 

$1,264  79 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1883   1,220  30 

Undrawn   $44  49 


COLLECTOR   OF  TAXES. 
Cr. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance   $4  71 

By  appropriation     450  00 

$454  71 

Dr. 

To  paid  Collector,  collecting  $7,224.62 

back  taxes,  1  per  cent   ...       $72  24 

To  salary   450  00 

$522  24 

Less  1  per  cent,  on  $6,823.48,  uncol- 
lected taxes,  1883   68  23 

  454  oi 

Undrawn  $0  70 
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DTJXBURY  COH ASSET  R.  R.  SINKING  FUND. 

Ob. 

By  appropriation   $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  Trustees   $1,500  00 


FRESH  BROOK. 
1882.  Ob. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance  old  account  .   $10  92 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1883  !   75 

Undrawn   $10  17 


BURIAL  BILL. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $250  00 

By  transfer  from  Warren  Fund   5  36 

$255  36 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1883   $255  36 


25 


WARREN  FUND. 
Cr. 

1882. 

Dec.    31.    By  balance  from  old  aeccount    $1,023  50 


By  interest   50  00 

$1,073  50 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1883   5  36 

Undrawn   $1,067  14 


ABATEMENTS. 
Cr. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance  from  old  account   $2,299  53 

By  overlay,  1883   634  30 

$2,933  83 

Dr. 

To  abatements,  1883   724  99 


Undrawn   $2,208  84 


ASSESSORS. 
Cr. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance  from  old  account   $37  33 

By  appropriation   800  00 

$837  33 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1883   988  07 

Overdrawn   $150  74 
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TREASURER. 
Cb. 

By  appropriation   $500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1883   $500  00 


SEXTON. 
Cb. 

By  appropriation   $125  00 

Dr. 

To  payments   $125  00 


TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 
Cb. 

1882. 

Dec.  31.    By  balance  old  account   $624  21 

By  interest   25  38 

Undrawn    $619  59 


ALMSHOUSE  ENLARGEMENT. 
Dr. 

To  cost  of  enlargement    $8,614  06 

Cb. 

By  appropriation   $1,500  00 

By  reimbursements    15  90 

By  transfer  from  Poor  account    98  16 

  $1,614  06 

Overdrawn  . . . ,  ,,.„,  $7,000  00 
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NORTH  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 
Dr. 

To  payments   $3,725  69 

Cr. 

By  appropriation     1,000  00 


Overdrawn   $2,725  69 


GUIDE  BOARDS. 
The  Guide  Boards  of  the  Town  have  been  replaced  and  re- 
painted where  needed,  and  are  reported  in  good  condition. 


AP  PROPRIA  TIONS. 

Town  Debt   $4,700  00 

Schools   20,500  00 

Sexton    125  00 

Koads  and  Bridges   8,500  00 

Fire  Department   2,500  00 

Watch  and  Police   1,200  00 

Lighting  Streets  and  Town  House   1,250  00 

Insane  Poor   1,250  00 

New  Koads   3,000  00 

Contingent   2,300  00 

Poor   6,500  00 

Assessors  , . . .  850  00 

Burial  Hill    250  00 

Collector  of  Taxes    460  00 

Treasurer   500  00 


■dniQunt  carried  forward  $53,885  0Q 
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Amount  brought  forward     $53,885  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  R.  R.  Siukiug  Fund   1,500  00 

Market  Street  widening   2,000  00 

Deficiencies. 

Schools   $215  75 

Fire  Department   185  69 

New  Roads   288  51 

Assessors   150  74 

Indigent  Soldiers'  Aid   326  82 

  1,197  51 

$58,582  51 

The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated is  as  follows : 


Corporation  Tax,  estimated    $5,000  00 

Bank  Tax,  "    2,500  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   .       300  00 

  7,800  00 

$50,782  51 

Leaving  the  sum  of  $50,782  51  which,  it  is  recommended,  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  being 
$1,159.49  less  than  was  recommended  last  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  1 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,  |  Selectmen 

WINSLOVV  B.  STAN  DISH,  \-  of 
L.  T.  ROLLINS,  |  Plymouth. 

EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN,  J 

Plymouth,  February  12,  1884. 
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VALUATION. 


Heal  estate  ■   $3,033,075 

Personal  property   1,501 ,454 

Total  valuation   $4,534,529 

Gain  in  real  estate   $114,950 

Loss  in  personal  property   39,429 

Number  of  polls,  1,802. 


Number  of  polls,  women,  14. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Eate  of  taxation,  $1.36. 

Number  of  horses,  552. 

Number  of  cows,  453. 

Number  of  sheep,  115. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,206. 

Number  of  acres  of  land  taxed,  50,762. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  RECORDS  FOR  1883. 


Voted—  That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  appoint  as  many 
persons  as  they  shall  see  fit,  to  act  as  Fire  Wards  for  the  care 
and  management  of  fires  in  the  woods. 

Votecl-That  no  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxica- 
ting liquors  in  this  Town.    Yeas,  101 ;  nays,  294. 

Voted -T\mt  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  print  the  War- 
rant in  the  Annual  Report,  or  on  slips  for  distribution. 

Voted— Th»t  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  expend  $1,000 
of  the  appropriation  for  roads  and  bridges,  in  the  construction 
of  sidewalks  and  stone  crossings,  and  that  one-half  of  said 
sum  shall  be  expended  South  of  Town  Brook. 

Voted- That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  make  such  reg- 
lations  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  shell  fish  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  under  Section  68,  Chapter  91,  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Fofed-That  the  citizens  of  Plymouth,  in  Town  Meeting 
assembled,  are  desirous  that  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  be 
extended  to  Sandwich,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  interest 
of  the  Town  would  be  equally  promoted  by  such  extension, 
and  that  a  Committee  of  Three  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator 
who  with  a  Committee  appointed  at  the  citizen's  meeting  shall 
express  the  views  of  the  Town  to  the  Directors  of  said  Road, 
and  all  willingness  to  co-operate  therefor,  and  urge  an  early 
extension  of  the  road. 
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Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  permit  the 
enclosures  of  the  lot  of  Dr.  James  Thatcher,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Bartlett,  by  a  suitable  and  permanent  post  and  rail  fence,  as 
requested  by  Mr.  John  Bartlett ;  it  being  understood  that  this 
vote  shall  not  authorize  any  infringement  in  said  lot,  and  pro- 
vided there  be  no  trespass  or  interference  with  other  spots  on 
which  burials  have  been  made. 

Voted —  That  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  make  such  eulargement  of,  and  repairs  to  the  Alms- 
house as  may  be  required,  the  addition  to  be  of  brick,  and  the 
floors  of  each  room  for  occupation  of  the  inmates  other  than 
the  insane,  to  contain  not  less  than  ninety-nine  square  feet. 

Voted —  That  the  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  a  new  Gram- 
mar School-house,  and  $8,500  for  repairs  and  additions  to  the 
Almshouse,  be  met  as  follows  :— That  the  Town  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to  borrow 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  such  time  and  on  such 
terms  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Town, 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  school  and  Almshouse  accom- 
modations, and  that  $2,500  be  assessed  on  the  polls  and  estates 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town,  and  on  the  estates  of  non-resi- 
dents the  ensuing  year. 

Voted — That  the  Moderator  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  this 
and  succeeding  years,  receive  five  dollars  for  each  days'  services, 
the  same  to  be  paid  from  the  Contingent  Fund. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen — William  H.  Nelson,  John  Churchill,  Everett  F. 
Sherman,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Winslow  B.  Standish. 
Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie. 
Town  Treasurer— Curtis  Davie. 
Collector  of  Taxes — John  Churchill. 

Assessors — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Henry  Whiting. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— George  H.  Jackson,  elected  March 
5,  1883 ;  John  Churchill,  elected  March  20,  1882 ;  E.  Cushing 
Turner,  elected  March  21,  1881. 

Sexton — Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners— Charles  O.  Churchill,  elected  March 
5,  1883 ;  Everett  F.  Sherman,  Nathaniel  Morton,  elected  March 
20,  1882  ;  Samuel  H.  Doten,  H.  P.  Bailey,  elected  March  21, 
1881. 

School  Committee— James  D.  Thurber,  Charles  I.  Litchfield, 
elected  March  5,  1883  ;  Frederick  N.  Knapp,  Nathaniel  Morton, 
elected  March  20,  1882 ;  Phebe  R.  Clifford,  Charles  B.  Stod- 
dard, elected  March  21,  1881. 

Superintendent  of  Schools — T.  D.  Adams. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee— Joseph  F.  Towns,  Jesse  R.  At- 
wood,  Augustus  Robbins. 

Constables — John  Atwood,  James  B.  Collingwood,  Barnabas 
Hedge,  William  E.  Baker,  Joseph  W.  Hunting,  Martin  J. 
Hunting. 


Burial  Hill  Committee— Selectmen. 

Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  R.  R.  Sinking  Fund— John  J. 
Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber— Leavitt  T.  Bobbins, 
George  H.  Jackson,  Edward  B.  Atwood. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — Christopher  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee — Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highways— Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers— Joseph  F.  Towns,  Nathan 
B.  Perry,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Isaac  T.  Hall. 
Superintendent  of  Water  Works — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 
Collector  of  Water  Rates—  Josiah  A.  Robbins. 
Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods — William  T.  Davis,  Joseph 

F.  Towns,  Benjamin  Ward,  Horatio  Wright,  Martin  V.  B.  Doug- 
lass, Henry  Whiting,  Nathaniel  Ellis,  Nathaniel  Clark,  Gustavus 

G.  Sampson,  David  Clark,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Solomon  F.  Web- 
quish,  Nehemiah  L.  Savery. 

Pound  Keepers— Oliver  T.  Wood,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen 
R.  Holmes. 

Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund— William  H.  Nelson,  George  G. 
Dyer,  William  T.  Davis. 

Board  of  Health— Frederick  N.  Knapp.  Charles  G.  Davis, 
William  P.  Stoddard,  William  Barns,  Isaac  M.  Jackson. 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries— Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
David  H.  Gilbert,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Board  of  Engineers  Fire  Department — Eleazer  Shaw,  H. 
P.  Bailey,  Peleg  S.  Burgess,  M.  V.  B.  Holmes,  William  E. 
Churchill. 
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TOWN  MEETING. 


COPY  OF  ARTICLES  IN  THE  WARRANT  FOR  THE 

ANNUAL  MEETING,  MARCH  3,  1884. 

Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.    To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers. 

Art.  3.  To  choose  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in 
Agawam  and  Half  Way  Pond  Rivers,  and  take  such  other 
action  relating  to  the  same  as  the  Town  may  deem  expedient. 

Art.  4.  To  choose  two  Water  Commissioners  to  serve  for 
three  years. 

Art.  5.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  Officers  and  Com- 
mittees of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  6.  To  revise  and  accept  the  list  of  Jurors  prepared  by 
the  Selectmen. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes  and  for  the  disbursements  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  laws  relating  to  State  Aid,  and  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Town  after  January  1st,  1885. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector  of 
Taxes  to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes  which  a  Town 
Treasurer,  when  appointed  a  Collector,  may  use. 
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Art.  9.  To  make  all  necessary  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Town  and  for  other  purposes,  and  raise  such 
sums  of  money  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  renew  any  indebted- 
ness, heretofore  incurred,  falling  due  within  the  year. 

Art.  11.  To  see  what  disposition  the  Town  will  make  of  the 
securities  in  the  bonds  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Duxbury  & 
Cohasset  Eailroad  Sinking  Fund,  and  act  thereon. 

Act.  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  widening  of 
Carver  Street,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  and  twenty-five  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  Decoration  Day. 

Art.  14.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxica- 
ting liquors  in  this  Town.  Vote  to  be  by  separate  ballot,  Yes, 
or  No,  in  answer  to  the  question. 

Art.  15.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  to  provide 
better  accommodations  for  Town  Officers,  and  safe  keeping  of 
Town  Records,  and  giving  the  required  notice  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Public  Library  to  vacate  the  rooms  now  occupied  by 
them  in  the  Town  House,  and  to  authorize  the  fitting  up  of 
the  same  for  Town  purposes. 

Art.  16.  To  see  what  provision  the  Town  will  make  for  addi- 
tional school  accommodations,  as  recommended  by  the  School 
Committee,  and  make  an  appropriation  for  the  same. 

Art.  17.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to 
altering  the  law  relating  to  truancy. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  Chapter  51  of  the 
Public  Statutes  relating  to  betterments  and  other  assessments 
on  account  of  cost  of  public  improvements. 
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Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt  Sections  1,  2,  and  3, 
of  Chapter  104  of  the  Public  Statues  regarding  the  inspec- 
tion, construction,  material,  alteration  and  use  of  buildings  and 
other  structures  within  its  limits. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  dispose  of  the  lot  of  land 
on  the  corner  of  South  and  Stafford  streets. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  grant  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Public  Library  therein. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  to  purchase  the  land  and  old  stable 
buildings  now  held  by  the  assignees  of  Z.  F.  Leach,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enlarging  Burial  Hill. 

Art.  23.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to 
extending  the  water  pipes  to  Chiltonville. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  reconsider  their  vote  passed 
October  9th,  1883,  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Burial  Hill 
to  bury  on  said  Hill  the  Pilgrim  remains  found  on  said  Cole's 
Hill,  and  pass  a  vote  authorizing  said  Superintendent  to  erect 
a  memorial  stone,  with  appropriate  inscriptions,  on  the  spot,  and 
appropriate  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for  the 
same. 

Art.  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  re-establish  the  funds  be- 
queathed by  John  Murdock  in  1759,  for  the  benefits  of  the 
schools  and  poor  of  the  Town. 


REPORTS 


REPORT  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


The  Water  Commissioners'  report  of  transactions  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1883,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  amounts  received  from  all  sources  are  : 
Balance  of  account,  January  1,  1883. ..         $135  56 

From  Water  Kates  collected   12,701  14 

From  labor  and  materials   .   430  62 


$13,267  32 


The  payments  for  the  year  are  : 
For— 


$2,521 

38 

2,095 

61 

6,000 

00 

Interest  on  Steam  Pump  loan  

570 

00 

Water  pipe  extension    

1,119 

97 

Belaying  pipes  at  Wellingsley  

866 

83 

Balance  to  account,  January  1, 1884.  .. 

93 

53 

$13,267  32 

The  increase  of  amount  of  interest  paid,  compared  with  last 
year,  is  accounted  for  by  the  payment  of  coupons  due  previous 
to  1883,  and  promptness  in  presenting  those  clue  for  the  year, 
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The  increased  expense  of  setting  new  water  gates,  the  laying  of 
a  much  larger  number  of  service-pipes  than  usual,  and  the  taking 
up  and  relaying,'  on  Davis  street,  of  pipe  exposed  by  the  new 
grading  has  also  increased  the  expenses  of  maintenance,  to 
which  account  this  work  is  charged. 

A  large  expense  was  incurred  for  the  laying  of  new  pipes  at 
Wellingsley,  in  place  of  those  damaged  by  the  storm  of  October 
14th,  and  but  for  this  unusual  expense,  nearly  $1,000,  would 
appear  to  the  credit  of  Water  Works  account. 


EXTENSIONS. 

The  extensions  of  water-pipe  during  the  year  amount  to 
nineteen  hundred  forty-six  feet,  the  sizes  and  localities  where 
laid  being  stated  in  the  Superintendent's  report. 

The  four-inch  pipe  laid  across  Eel  River  at  the  upper  bridge 
is  packed  in  cement  in  plank  boxes  and  placed  two  feet  below 
the  bed  of  the  stream.  The  plan  adopted  is  similar  to  that  at 
the  Warren  Street  Bridge  crossing  in  1878,  and  is  considered  of 
permanent  construction. 


PUMPING  WORKS. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Gibbs,  the  Engineer,  reports  the  quantity  of  water 
pumped  during  the  year  at  177,079,953  gallons,  a  daily  average 
of  485,151,  exceeding  the  daily  consumption  of  last  year  18,584 
gallons,  the  total  amount  of  coal  used  being  328,040  pounds. 
Annexed  to  this  report  may  be  found  a  statement  of  the  water 
used  monthly  during  the  last  four  years.  The  engine  and  boiler 
are  in  good  condition,  and  have  been  well  and  carefully  cared 
for  by  the  Engineer. 
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The  pump,  when  working,  delivers  water  to  all  residents  on 
high  locations  on  the  line  of  water-pipes,  an  elevation  of  thirty 
feet  above  South  Pond  being  required. 

This  head,  which  can  be  increased  if  desired,  gives  a  pressure 
on  the  fire  hydrants  on  Main  Street,  and  others  of  not  higher 
grade,  sufficient  for  effectual  service  should  their  use  be  required 
for  extinguishing  fires,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  state- 
ment. 

Pressure  from  usual  pumping-head  of  80  feet  at  Superintend- 


ent's office  : 

Hydrant  Plymouth  Mills  machine  shop    71  feet. 

on  Benson's  Hill   64  " 

"     .  corner  Summer  Street  and  Willard  Place.  . .  98  " 

"      corner  Market  and  High  Street   85  " 

4<      School  Street  near  Town  Square   64  " 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall   82  " 

"      corner  Court  and  North  Streets   79  " 

"      Court  Square   75  " 

Court  Street,  near  C.  G.  Davis'  residence ...  76  " 

"      corner  Court  and  Samoset  Streets   93  " 

Water  Street    122  " 

"      Pleasant  and  Sandwich  Sts.,  near  Market. ..  105  " 

"      Sandwich,  corner  Bradford  Streets   94  " 
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INCOME  STATEMENT. 

The  accounts  of  the  Collector  of  water  rates  and  other 
amounts  due  the  Water  Works  Department,  show 

Uncollected  balance  January  1, 1883.  .      $243  06 

Water  Eates  charged  for  1883   12,812  92 

Service  pipe,  labor  and  material,  1883,       430  95 

 $13,486  93 

The  amounts  collected  are — 

On  water  assessment  account  $12,701  14 

On  materials  and  labor  account   430  62 

Abatement  of  rates  for  1883   239  81 

Uncollected   balance   on   water  rates 

account   90  93 

Uncollected  balance  on  materials  and 

labor  account    24  43 

 $13,486  93 

In  considering  the  result  of  the  yearly  management  of  the 
Works,  it  should  be  understood  that  for  several  years,  the  cost 
of  extensions  of  water-pipes  and  other  expenses  on  construc- 
tion account,  have  been  met  from  the  annual  collections,  other- 
wise there  would  have  remained  after  payment  of  interest  on 
outstanding  loans,  management  and  pumping  expenses,  a  sur- 
plus amounting  for  the  last  five  years  to  the  sum  of  $11,614.30 
which  could  have  been  carried  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  would 
have  been  a  material  increase  of  the  small  sum  of  which  it  now 
consists. 

It  is  safe  to  anticipate  for  the  future  a  yearly  excess  of  in- 
come of  not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars,  after  deducting  the 
cost  of  management  and  annual  interest,  and  should  the  water 
bonds,  due  next  year,  be  refunded,  at  the  rate  of  interest  now 
expected,  the  surplus  will  undoubtedly  exceed  three  thousand 
dollars, 
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GENERAL  EXPENSES  AND  EXTENSIONS. 
Paid— 

Superintendent    $600  00 

Collector  of  Water  Kates   328  02 

Service  pipe,  plumbing  and  hardware   201  70 

Two  and  four  inch  water  gates   Ill  30 

Cement   240  00 

Wrought  iron  pipes    530  61 

Stop  cocks    46  37 

Railroad  freight  and  express   75  62 

Enamel  cloth  and  canvass   41  47 

Service  pipe  boxes . . «   61  87 

Blacksmith  bill   22  36 

Printing   41  25 

Stationery  and  postage   17  88 

Teaming  and  carriage  hire   293  38 

Fuel  and  gas  bills   30  30 

Rubber  goods   17  CO 

Iron  safe   25  00 

Cordage  and  twine   60  00 

Lumber   39  12 

Iron  gate  box  tops   21  35 

White  lead  and  oil   30  91 

Road  Department   3  00 

Labor  bills   1,669  67 

Coupons  paid     6,000  00 

$10,508  18 
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EXPENSES   OF  PUMPING  STATION. 


Paid- 
Engineer   $704  00 

Coal    1,067  75 

Wood   116  50 

Machine  and  cylinder  oil   41  13 

Machine  work   34  87 

Boiler  insurance  and  inspection   25  00 

Messenger,  boiler  feeder    25  00 

Rubber  packing  and  cotton  waste  ....    37  15 

Valves  and  pipes    25  63 

Mason  work  and  labor   14  52 

Sal-soda  ior  inside  boiler   4  06 

Interest  on  pump  loan     570  00 


$2,665  61 


SUMMARY. 

Paid  for — 

Ordinary  expenses     $2,521  38 

Pumping  expenses   2,095  61 

 4,616  99 

Interest   6,570  00 

Extension  account   1,986  80 


Receipts  from — 
Water  rates,  labor  and  materials  $13,131  76 

Expenses,  in  excess  of  receipts   42  03 


$13,173  79 


$13,173  79 

Water 


C.  O.  CHURCHILL,] 
S.  H.  DOT  EN, 
NATH'L  MORTON,  V  n 
E.  F.  SHERMAN,      |  Commissioners. 

H.  P.  BAILEY.  J 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


CHARLES  O.  CHURCHILL— Term  expires  March,  1886. 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN — Term  expires  March,  1884. 
HORACE  P.  BAILEY— Term  expires  March,  1884 
NATHANIEL  MORTON— Term  expires  March,  1885. 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN— Term  expires  March,  1885. 


Superintendent— Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Water  Registrar— Josiah  A.  Robbins. 

Chief  Engineer  at  Pumping  Station— Harrison  F.  Gibbs. 


Superintendent's  office  in  rear  of  Engine  House,  Main  Street. 

Rates  payable  at  Town  Treasurer's  office,  semi-annually,  in 
advance, — May  1st  and  November  1st. 

Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  examine  bills  aud  claims 
against  the  Department,  the  first  Wednesday  Evening  of  each 
month. 

Bills  against  the  Department  must  be  rendered  on  or  before 
the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month,  or  they  will  lay  over  until 
the  following  month. 

Bills  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer  at  Town  House, 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Water  Works,  ) 
Plymouth,  Jan.  1,  1884.  j 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Water  Works  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  Superintendent  of  the  Works  respectfully 
submits  his  tenth  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1883. 

THE  WORKS  IN  GENERAL. 

The  condition  of  the  Works  is  satisfactory  ;  they  are  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  steadily  gaining  in  magnitude,  and  the 
quality  of  the  water  is  excellent,  and  the  supply  for  the  year  has 
been  abundant,  and,  above  all  this,  they  supply  the  consumer  at 
a  smaller  expense  than  few  places  can  boast. 

A  fire-proof  safe,  for  the  protection  of  the  books  and  pipe- 
charts,  has  been  procured  for  the  office,  which  has  been  long 
needed. 

The  items  in  this  report  will  show  a  steady  increase  of  takers, 
and  of  course  an  increase  of  labor  in  the  care  of  the  Works. 


CONSTRUCTION. 

The  following  line  of  pipe  and  fixtures  have  been  laid,  viz. : 
190  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  was  an  extension  on  Vernon  Street,  be- 
tween Allerton  and  Highland  Street ;  864  feet  4-inch  was  laid 
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on  Nelson  Street  from  Court  Street ;  48  feet  4-inch  was  laid  on 
Mt.  Pleasant  in  place  of  48  feet  of  2-inch  (taken  up);  152  feet 
4-inch  pipe  was  laid  on  Whiting  Street,  from  Mt.  Pleasant 
Street ;  106  feet  of  2-inch  pipe  laid  on  Bradford  Street,  between 
Union  and  Sandwich  Streets ;  327  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  has  been 
laid  from  Billington  Street  to  residence  of  Wm.  C.  Dunlap  on 
Summer  Street ;  92  feet  of  2-inch  from  Summer  Street  in  the 
Oak  Grove  Cemetery  ;  167  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  across  Eel 
River,  above  the  old  bridge,  in  place  of  2-inch  lead  pipe  (taken 
up).  Total  number  of  feet  of  pipe  laid  1,946,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,119.97. 


SERVICES. 

There  have  been  40  services  put  in  the  past  year,  at  a  cost  of 
$162.73,  making  a  total  of  1,163  service-pipes  attached  to  the 
main  and  distribution-pipes,  the  street  length  being  23,260  feet. 
There  has  been  16  leaks  in  the  service-pipes  this  year,  the  cost 
of  repairs  being  $36.56. 


STREET  MAINS. 

The  street  mains  have  remained  in  excellent  condition 
throughout  the  year,  although  the  pressure  has  been  much 
increased  while  pumping,  only  a  few  minor  leaks  having 
occurred,  the  cost  of  repairs  being  $99.64.  There  has  been  five 
leaks  on  the  main  pipe  between  the  Thomas  Farm  and  the 
Pump  Station,  the  cost  of  repairs  being  $23.32;  the  total  cost 
for  repairing  leaks,  $159.52.  Three  of  the  above  leaks  were 
caused  by  lightning  on  Water  Street,  October  14th.  On  the 
same  day  lightning  struck  the  water  pipe  on  Sandwich  Road, 
near  the  Wellingsley  School-house,  and  damaged  the  pipes 
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north  to  the  watering  trough  on  Sandwich  Street,  and  South 
to  the  residence  of  Mr.  William  Beckman,  on  Sandwich  Eoad, 
a  distance  of  1,634  feet.  There  were  633  feet  of  new  4-inch 
and  248  feet  of  new  2-inch  pipe  laid  the  remaining  757  feet 
of  old  pipe  was  repaired  and  relaid,  the  cost  of  repairing  and 
relaying  was  $866.83. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-three  feet  of  the  2-inch  pipe  on 
Davis  Street  and  84  feet  of  the  3-inch  pipe  on  Centennial 
Street  have  been  lowered  to  conform  to  a  change  of  grade,  at 
a  cost  of  $78.96. 


GATES. 

All  the  gates  have  been  inspected,  and  where  required, 
repaired.  Wherever  new  pipe  has  been  laid,  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  gates  have  been  placed.  Ten  new  gates  have  been  put 
in  : —  one  8-inch  on  Court  Street,  North  of  Russell  Street 
branch  ;  one  4-inch  on  Court  Street,  for  the  extension  on 
Nelson  Street ;  one  4-inch  on  Sandwich  Street,  North  of 
South  Green  Street  branch ;  one  2-inch  on  Water  Street, 
South  of  Union  Street ;  one  4-inch  on  Billington  Street,  for 
the  extension  on  Summer  Street ;  one  2-inch  on  Summer 
Street,  on  the  branch  for  Oak  Grove  Cemetery ;  one  '  2-inch 
on  Summer  Street,  for  Willard  Place ;  one  2-inch  at  the  end 
of  the  4-inch  pipe  on  Sandwich  Road ;  one  2-inch  on 
Sandwich  Street,  for  Winter  Street ;  and  one  2-inch  on  pipe 
for  Davis  Street,  West  of  Oak  Street.  The  cost  of  the  three 
gates  in  the  extensions  of  Nelson  and  Summer  streets  and  the 
Oak  Grove  Cemetery,  are  included  in  the  cost  of  extensions. 
The  remaining  seven  gates,  with  the  repairs  of  old  gates,  cost 
$152.29. 
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RESERVOIR. 

There  has  been  considerable  outlay  during  the  year  on  the 
fence  around  the  Reservoir  for  repairs,  and  a  new  fence  is 
needed,  as  a  large  number  of  the  posts  are  rotten  and  broken. 
The  grounds  about  the  Reservoir  suffered  from  the  severe 
drought  last  Summer,  and  could  be  improved  by  sowing  grass 
and  clover  seed  on  the  surface  of  the  sod  next  Spring.  The 
basin  has  required  no  repairs,  except  to  keep  in  proper  order 
the  water  and  surroundings. 


TELEPHONE. 

The  telephone  connection  from  the  office  of  Superintendent 
to  the  Pump  Station  has  proved  a  great  convenience  and  con- 
tinues to  work  satisfactorily. 


BOXES. 


Fifty-three  service-boxes  and  three  gate-boxes  have  been 
taken  out  and  replaced  by  new  ones  at  a  cost  of  $5i.80. 


NEW  TAKERS. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  water-takers  this  year  48  fami- 
lies, 3  stables,  18  water  closets,  3  bathing  tubs,  1  brewery,  1 
marble  works,  1  hennery,  1  pasture,  2  offices,  1  cemetery,  and  1 
church. 
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LABOR. 

The  whole  amount  expended  for  labor 

during  the  year  

Amount  received  for  labor,  trenching. .  $148  25 
Amount  received  for  labor,  shutting 

off  services   71  65 

Total  cost  of  labor  


$1,669  67 


219  90 
$1,449  77 


SIZE  OF  PIPE  IN  USE. 

Main  and  distribution  pipe  laid  to 

Dec.  31,  1883   110,133  feet. 

Twenty-inch  pipe   51  feet. 

Cone   5 

Twelve-inch  pipe   64 

Ten-inch  pipe   18,362 

Eight-inch  pipe    4,616 

Six-inch  pipe   8,915 

Four-inch  pipe   38,803 

Three-inch  pipe   8,893 

Two-inch  pipe   27,838 

Two-inch  iron  pipe   725 

One-inch  cement  pipe   418 

One-inch  enameled  iron  pipe.  . . .  520 

Six-eight-inch  cement  pipe   110 

Seven-eighths-inch  iron  pipe   813 

Total  number  of  feet ....   110,133  feet. 

The  street  length  of  service-pipes  being  23,260  feet,  with  the 

main  and  distribution  pipes,  makes  a  total  of  133,393  feet  of 
pipe,  or  25  miles  and  1,393  feet. 
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Total  number  of  gates  to  Dec.  81,  1888   140 

Twelve-inch  gates   2 

Ten-inch  gates   8 

Eight-inch  gates    8 

Six-inch  gates   9 

Four-inch  gates   43 

Three  inch  gates      11 

Two-inch  gates   52 

One-inch  gates  for  waste   7 

—  140 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


E.  W.  BAGNELL,  Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  undersigned,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  submit  the  following- 
report  : 

The  calls  for  aid  rather  exceed  the  previous  year,  and  with 
the  extra  work  caused  by  the  removal  and  repairs  of  the  old 
building,  to  make  room  for  the  new  addition,  has  caused  a 
rather  larger  expenditure  than  last  year ;  the  excess  of  expendi- 
ture being  charged  in  the  Poor  Account. 

The  calls  from  the  outside  poor  have  been  attended  with  care. 

The  poor  who  are  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  are  kindly  and 
considerately  treated,  carefully  looked  after,  and  comfortably 
clad  and  furnished  with  good  and  abundant  food. 

Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1883   $992  14 

The  Town  raised  for  the  support  of  the  poor  the 


past  year  

Received  from  other  towns  for  supplies  furnished 
their  poor  


6,000  00 


1,406  89 


18,399  03 


Amount  expended  . . 
Amount  unexpended 


$8,005  11 
393  92 


$8,399  03 


INSANE  POOR. 

Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1883   $185  74 

Amount  raised  for  support  of  insane  poor   1,500  00 

Received  as  reimbursements   357  14 

$2,042  88 

Amount  expended   $1,784  61 

Amount  unexpended   258  27 

$2,042  88 


POOR  AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1, 1883   21 

"     admitted  during  the  year   4 

"     discharged  during  the  year   3 

"     died  during  the  year   4 

"     remaining  Jan.  1,  1884   18 


INSANE  POOR. 

Number  at  the  hospitals  Jan.  1,  1883   10 

"     admitted  during  the  year   1 

"     discharged  during  the  year   1 

"     died  during  the  year.   1 

"     remaining  Jan.  1,  1884   9 


Have  entertained  but  sixteen  tramps  the  past  year. 

We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  for  the  ensuing  year,  $6,500.00,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
insane  poor,  $1,250.00,  which  is  $500.00  more  for  poor,  and 
$250.00  less  for  insane  poor. 
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The  Overseers  having  in  charge  the  enlargement  of  the 
Almshouse,  decided  to  put  on  in  length  56  feet,  and  in  width 
the  same  as  the  old  building,  (36  feet)  the  same  to  be  built  of 
brick  with  a  slated  roof  ;  and  after  procuring  plans  and  specifi- 
cations, invited  proposals  from  contractors  of  our  own  Town. 
P.  S.  Burgess  making  the  lowest  figures  on  the  carpenter  work, 
and  Wood  and  Bradford  the  lowest  on  the  mason  work,  they 
were  awarded  the  contracts,,  and  the  work  was  done  in  a  satis- 
factory manner. 

The  basement  is  arranged  with  two  brick  coal-bins,  and  one 
large  room  for  general  housework,  and  has  cement  floor  and 
soapstone  wash-trays,  copper  wash  boiler  and  hot  and  cold 
water  at  hand.  First  floor  contains  ten  rooms,  11x9,  and  a 
bath  room  and  water  closet.  Second  floor  contains  nine  rooms, 
11x7.  for  insane,  and  four  rooms  for  other  inmates,  with  a 
partition  across  the  corridor.  Corridors  in  both  stories  are  ten 
feet  wide  the  whole  length  of  the  building,  with  a  fire  escape  on 
the  south  end,  from  the  upper  story  to  the  ground,  and  every 
room  and  corridor  thoroughly  ventilated  throughout  the  entire 
building.  The  old  and  new  buildings  are  piped  throughout, 
and  are  heated  by  steam  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  There  is 
also  a  dumb  waiter  from  the  basement  to  the  upper  rooms,  and 
hot  and  c,o]d  water  in  every  story,  and  all  conveniences  that  will 
bts  required  for  many  years,  and  probably,  on  the  whole,  is  as 
well  arranged  as  any  Almshouse  in  this  County,  and,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  in  the  State. 
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The  whole  cost  of  the  building  and  preparing  for  the  same, 

is  $8,598.16,  which  is  made  up  in  the  following  figures : 


Mason  and  carpenter's  contracts   $6,672  00 

Steam  heating                  "    893  00 

Fire  escape                     "    65  00 

Architects                       "    235  79 

Moving  old  building         "    140  00 

Extra  work  and  stock  on  both  old  and  new  build- 
ings, and  putting  the  building  moved  in  good 

order   592  37 

$8,598  16 

Appropriation   8,500  00 

Overdrawn    $98  16 


And  this  amount  is  charged  in  Almshouse  Account. 

GEOEGE  H.  JACKSON, )  , 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,  \  ,c 
E.  CUSHING  TUKNER  j  0J 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Selectmen — 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  Deo.  31,  1883,  giving  in  detail  the  force  and  appa- 
ratus and  record  of  the  fires  and  alarms  which  have  occurred 
during  the  year,  with  the  amount  of  loss  and  insurance  on  pro- 
perty as  near  as  could  be  ascertained,  an  account  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  Department,  and  other  informa- 
tion relating  to  its  efficiency,  with  necessary  recommendations. 


TEE  FORCE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  force  consists  of  a  Chief  Engineer  and  four  Assistants, 
with  a  working  force  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two  men,  includ- 
ing twenty  call  members  at  North  Plymouth,  on  payment  only 
at  time  of  service. 


APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  two  steam  fire-engines,  with  hose 
carriages  attached,  carrying  seven  hundred  feet  of  hose  each  ; 
two  hand  engines,  with  hose  carriages  carrying  five  hundred  feet 
of  hose  each  ;  four  independent  hose  carriages  ;  one  force  pump, 
located  at  Loring's  Tack  Works  ;  one  hook  and  ladder  carriage, 
carrying  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  of  ladders,  with 
necessary  hooks,  axes,  etc.  All  the  above  apparatus  is  in  good 
order. 
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HOSE. 

We  have  in  use  4,000  feet  of  hose,  having  purchased  300  feet 
during  the  past  year,  all  of  which  is  in  good  condition. 


HOUSES. 

The  houses  will  require  some  repairs  during  the  coming 
Spring,  at  a  probable  cost  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200). 


HYDE  ANTS  AND  RESERVOIRS. 

The  total  number  of  hydrants  is  55  ;  of  reservoirs,  5 — all  in 
good  order,  excepting  the  reservoir  on  the  Green,  as  reported  by 
my  predecessor,  and  also  a  bad  leak  in  Shirley  Square  reser- 
voir,— a  very  important  one.  I  would  recommend  that  it  be 
lined  with  four  inches  of  brick  and  cement,  at  a  probable  cost  of 
seventy-five  dollars  ($75). 


FIRES. 

There  have  been  eight  fires  during  the  year,  to  which  the  De- 
partment has  been  called  :  Feb.  2d,  Maj.  John  Morissey's  house, 
damage  $25,  insured  ;  Feb.  8th,  Eobert  Searson's  house,  damage 
$1,000,  insured  $600  ;  March  14,  Wm.  Thomas  estate,  loss  $800, 
sured ;  June  21st,  house  at  Manomet  Point,  loss  $600,  insured 
$500  (the  Department  was  not  called);  June  23d,  house  of 
Charles  G.  Davis,  damage  $1,200,  insured  $800  ;  August  27th, 
house  of  J.  C.  Barnes,  damage  $10,  insured ;  Nov.  6th,  house  of 
Capt.  Henry  Whiting,  damage  $25,  insured  ;  Dec.  17th,  build- 
ing of  Thomas  Atwood,  on  Market  Street,  loss  $3,700,  insured. 
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FINANCE. 
Dr. 

Jan.  1,  1883.    To  balance  of  old  acc't. .       $105  41 

expenditures,  1883..      2,487  95 

 $2,503  36 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $2,400  00 

By  reimbursement    10  00 

 2,410  00 

Overdrawn   $183  36 

An  appropriation  of  $2,500,  in  addition  to  the  deficiency  in  the 
account,  it  is  estimated,  will  provide  for  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year,  and  is  recommended.  The  Board  would  recommend 
the  special  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  for  the 
purchase  of  spare  hose. 


CONCLUSION. 


In  conclusion,  I  would  acknowledge  the  unvarying  kindness 
and  assistance  which  I  have  received  from  my  associates  in  the 
Board  of  Engineers.  I  would  tender  them  my  sincere  appreci- 
ation. To  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Department,  for 
their  uniform  courtesy  at  all  times,  and  to  all  not  members  of  the 
Department  who  have  assisted  to  and  from  fires  at  any  time,  I 
would  tender  my  sincere  thanks,  hoping  the  same  feeling  may 
I  continue. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELEAZER  SHAW, 

Chief  Engineer  of  Plymouth  Fire  Department. 
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Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen,— We  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohas- 


set Railroad,  at  the  present  time  : 

Amounts  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $17,193  20 

Amount  received  from  income  on  same    4,773  19 

$21,966  89 

This  amount  has  been  invested  as  follows : 

City  of  Chicago  bond,  seven  per  cent     $1,000  00 

Old  Colony  Railroad  bond,  seven  per  cent   2,000  00 

Old  Colony  Railroad  bond,  six  per  cent    1,000  00 

Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  bond,  six  per  cent   2,000  00 

Boston,  Concord  &  Montreal  R.  R.  bond,  7  per  cent,  2,000  00 
Boston,  Clinton,  Fitchburg  &  New  Bedford  Rail- 
road bond,  five  per  cent   2,070  00 

Chicago  &  Eastern  111.  R.  R.  bond,  six  per  cent . .  2,000  00 

Chicago  Car  Trust  bonds,  six  per  cent   2,000  00 

Town  of  Plymouth  Water  Scrip,  six  per  cent   1,000  00 

United  States  bon  is,  four  per  cent    2,425  00 

Massachusetts  Central  Railroad  bonds,  six  per  cent.  2,000  00 

Webster  National  Bank,  five  shares                   ...  500  00 

Old  Colony  National  Bank,  ten  shares   1,000  00 

Deposits  in  Savings  Banks  and  cash   971  39 


$21,966  39 

JNO.  J.  RUSSELL,  ) 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,    V  Trustees. 
ISAAC  BREWSTER,  j 

Plymouth,  Jan.  26, 1884, 
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Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen, — We  respectfully  submit  the  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  at 
this  time : 

Amount  received  of  Town  Treasurer   $1,759  43 

Income  received  from  same  . ,   590  62 

$2,350  05 

The  amount  has  been  invested  in  : 
Bond  of  Mansfield  &  Framingham  E.  E.,  6  percent.     $1,025  67 

Bond  of  Chicago  Car  Trust,  six  per  cent    1,000  00 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank    324  38 

$2,350  05 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, )  T  t 
GEOEGE  G.  DYEE,      j  lrustees- 

Plymouth,  Feb.  6,  1884. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  PLYMOUTH  IN  1883. 

Jan.  1.  Henry  N.  Blanchard  and  Martie  E.  Cobb,  both  of 
Kingston. 

Jan.  3.  Frank  A.  Walker  of  Marshfield  and  Mary  G.  Currier 
of  Plymouth. 

Jan.  13.  William  C.  Hathaway  and  Ada  F.  Snow,  both  of 
Plymouth.     Married  at  Maplewood. 

Jan.  15.  Louis  B.  Howland  and  Mary  Helen  Gray,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Brockton. 

Jan.  18.  William  A.  Diman  and  Minnie  Cady,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Jan.  18.  Joseph  Haupt  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  F.  Pfab  of 
Philadelphia. 

Jan.  20.  Herbert  L.  Griffin  and  Content  C.  Doten,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.  23.  Duncan  McLennan  and  Jennie  McLean,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.  27.  Arthur  Forrest  and  Henrietta  Babbett,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.   28.    Simon  P.  Doran  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Mary  Ann 

Girroir  of  Plymouth. 
Feb.     6.    Ernest  T.  Hayden  of  Brookfield  and  Helen  P.  Lor- 

ing  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Newton. 
Feb.  19.    William  H.  Shaw  and  Henrietta  M.  Bryant,  both  of 

Plymouth. 
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Feb.  22.    Frank  M.  Dunbar   of  Weymouth  and  Lydia  B. 

Magee  of  Plymouth. 
Feb.   24.    Samuel  F.  Knowles  and  Amber  G.  Swift,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Mar.  16.  John  E.  Lanman  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  K.  Eeed 
of  South  Abington.    Married  in  South  Abington 

Mar.  28,  John  H.  Weeks  and  Addie  C.  Chandler,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Mar.  28.    Edwin  L.  Sampson  of  Kingston   and   Lydia  O. 

Standish  of  Plymouth.    Married  at  Kingston. 
Apr.     8.    Joseph  Ferdinand  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  L.  Fratus 

of  Boston.    Married  in  Boston. 
Apr.  25.    Josiah  D.  Churchill  and  Jemima  Grigg,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Apr.  30.    Ebenezer  N.  Morton  and  Lillie  F.  Clark,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

May  9.  Paul  Karle  and  Carrie  E.  Smith,  both  of  Plymouth. 
May  10.    George  F.  Jackson  of  Plymouth  and  Clara  A.  Keene 

of  Kingston.    Married  in  Kingston. 
May  11.    L.  Frank  Glover  and  Laura  C.  Harlow,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

May  21.  George  M.  Wilson  and  Nettie  Tozier,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  23.  Alvin  S.  Perkins  of  Carver  and  Anna  Wilks  of 
Braintree. 

May^  29.    Edward  0.  Morse  of  Plymouth  and  Hannah  I.  Par- 
ker of  Wareham. 
May  31.    John  Lynch  and  Bridget  Gantley,  both  of  Plymouth 
May  31.    James  H.  Kaymond  and  Lucinda  Westgate,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  G.  Andrew  E.  Paulding  of  Duxbury  and  Bethiah 
Mahuren  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Duxbury. 
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June    6.    Charles  G.  Eldridge  of  New  Haven  and  Emma  W. 

Blackmer  of  Plymouth. 
June    9.    Otis  Churchill  and  Abbie  E.   Cushman,  both  of 

Kingston. 

June  11.  Paul  Y.  Kinaldo  and  Mary  A.  Donley,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  14.    Jabez  Chummuck  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  A.  Seals 

of  Philadelphia. 
June  16.    David  W.  Nightingale  and  Delia  Griswold,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

June  23.    Chauncey  M.  Bobbins  of  Plymouth  and  Bethiah  E. 

Leonard  of  Wareham.    Married  in  Wareham. 

July  12.  Kobert  Siebenschu  and  Julia  Horst,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  22.  George  Miller  and  Catharine  Burghard,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  22.  John  B.  Picard  and  Maggie  Grames,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  28.  Edgar  F.  Howland  and  Elizabeth  A.  Mahone,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  1.  Edward  S.  Giles  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  K.  Win- 
slow  of  Boston.    Married  in  Boston. 

Aug.  12.  William  P.  Cobb  and  Annie  B.  Jackson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  13.  Charles  R.  Wood  and  Betsey  G.  Simmons,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  19.  Charles  Kostner  and  Lizzie  Lanman,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.    1.    Benjamin  F.  Ward  and  Abbie  B.  Edes,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Sept.   9.    Walter  A.  Lane  of  Kingston  and  Eva  T.  Wright  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept.  10.  George  H.  Frothingham  and  Monica  M.  Keney,  both 
of  Plymouth. 
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Sept.  11.    Charles  H.  Kaymond  and  Phebe  J.  Beeler,  both  of 
■  Plymouth. 

Sept.  15.    Sylvanus  S.  Bennett  of  Plymouth  and  Chrissie  Nicol 

of  Beading.    Married  in  Beading. 
Sept.  23.    Lars.  G.  Johanneson  and  Julie  M.  Ingebretson,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

Sept.  26.    George  M.  Gifford  of  South  Abington  and  Abbie  J. 

Bobbins  of  Plymouth. 
Sept.  26.    Alvin  S.  Keach  and  Elizabeth  B.  Young,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept.  26.  Bobert  A.  Torrance  and  Ella  F.  Atwood,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.  30.    John  Basler  and  Mary  Braunecker,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.    ]  3.    Orin  B.  Sherman  and  Betsey  M.  Davis,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.  13.  Nathaniel  A.  Dutton  of  Boston  and  Annie  Horan  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  16.  James  A.  Collingwood  and  Natalie  H.  Morton,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Oct.  17.  James  Herbert  Finney  and  Edith  Mahany,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  17.  Harrison  L.  Tobey  of  Boston  and  Helen  M.  Beal  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  20.  Elmer  E.  Swift  of  Plymouth  and  Edwina  K.  Dow  of 
Campton,  N.  H.    Married  in  Middleboro. 

Oct.  21.  John  F.  Kaymond  and  Carrie  B.  Mann,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Wareham. 

Oct.  22.  George  H.  Chandler  of  Marshfield  and  Alice  G.  Ben- 
net,  both  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Marshfield. 

Oct.  25.  George  Loeser  of  Plymouth  and  Augusta  Bose  of 
Boston. 

Oct.  25.  William  P.  Morton  and  Hattie  C.  Perry,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Oct.  31.  B.  Frank  Barnes  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  0.  Cowen 
of  Fall  Kiver.    Married  at  Fall  River.  ' 

Oct.  31.  Nathaniel  M.  Sears  and  Bridget  Mahoney,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.    31.    Ernest  B.  Noyes  of  Milford  and  Alice  W.  Manter  of 

Plymouth.    Married  at  Milford. 
Nov.    8.    John  J.  Mahoney  and  Mary  F.  Morgan,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.  8.  John  F.  McArdel  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  E.  Maho- 
ney of  Kingston. 

Nov.  11.  Fred.  W.  Everson  and  Almeda  M.  Doten,  both  of 
Hanson. 

Nov.  13.  James  E.  Corey  and  Mary  Evans,  both  of  Taunton. 
Nov.  19.    George  W.  Wheeler  of  Milford  and  Mary  Lizzie 

Heath  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.  21.    Arthur  P.  Peterson  and  Nettie  L.  Brown,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.  27.  John  B.  Morgan  of  Plymouth  and  Edith  F.  Lucas 
of  Kingston.    Married  in  Kingston. 

Nov.  28,  Vinal  F.  Burgess  and  Carrie  R.  Churchill,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.  Corban  Barnes,  Jr.,  and  Lizzie  B.  McDonald,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.  Josiah  B.  Howard  and  Cynthia  Burt,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Nov.  29.  Arthur  W.  Burbank  and  Ruth  R.  Sampson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.    John  Glennon  of  Boston  and  Mary  Ann  O'Brieu, 

both  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.  29.    Philip  O'Connell  and  Hannah  C.  Scanlan,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.  Willard  O.  Holbrook  and  Nellie  B.  Swift,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Nov.  29.  Elwood  B.  Chandler  and  Bertha  L.  Chandler,  both 
of  Duxbury. 

Nov.  30.  John  D.  Churchill  and  Julia  A.  Hawley,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  New  Bedford. 

Dec.  5.  George  E.  Doten  and  Mary  L.  Vaughn,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  8.  Otis  N.  Bobbins  and  Nellie  L.  Burt,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  13.  James  H.  Clark  and  Irene  Nickerson,  both  of  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  24.  Frank  T.  Holmes  of  Duxbury  and  Etta  C.  Sampson, 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  24.  Frank  W.  Koberts  and  Sarah  M.  Maud,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  24.  John  F.  Courtney  and  Dorcas  O.  Nickerson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  25.  James  T.  Malone  and  Katie  E.  Smith,  both  of 
Kingston. 

Dec.  25.  Charles  D.  Cole  of  Plymouth  and  Lilian  G.  Wiley 
of  Wellfleet.    Married  at  Wellfleet. 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December 


31,  1883  : 

BIRTHS. 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1883   140 

Females   72 

Males    68 

The  parentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows  : 

Both  parents  American   96 

"        "     British  Provinces   9 

"         "     Germany     4 

"     England   2 

Sweden ....    2 

Scotland     1 

Mixed,  one  parent  American    18 

"     other  nationalities   4 

Unknown    4 


MARRIAGES. 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1883   90 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States    64 

"        "          "       British  Privinces   4 

"        "          "       Germany     4 

"        "          "       Norway                        .  .   . .  1 

"        "          " Western  Islands    1 

Mixed,  one  American   15 

"     other  nationalities   1 
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DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  1883,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine,  thirty-eight  of  which  occurred  out  of  town 
and  were  brought  to  Plymouth  for  burial. 

Males     76 

Females   73 

Born  in  United  States   134 

"      Ireland     7 

"      British  Provinces    3 

Italy    2 

"      Germany   1 

"      England   1 

Unknown     1 

CUETIS  DAVIE,  Town  Clerk. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1883. 


The  condition  of  the  schools  has  improved  during 
the  past  year.  The  establishment  of  a  new  Grammar 
School  in  the  north  part  of  the  Town  has  proved  a 
great  relief  to  the  other  two  Central  Grammar  Schools, 
as  well  as  a  great  accommodation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  section.  The  building  which  has  been 
put  up  for  this  school  is  well  located,  lighted,  and  venti- 
lated ;  and  the  cost  of  its  erection  was  less  than  the  sum 
appropriated  for  it. 

For  several  years  the  High  School  has  labored  under 
a  serious  disadvantage,  in  being  obliged  to  have  its  Com- 
position work  attended  to  by  a  person  outside  the 
school-room.  This  arrangement  was  made,  because  it 
was  impossible  for  three  teachers  to  attend  to  all  the 
other  branches  as  demanded  by  a  High  School  course, 
and  give  time  to  the  Composition  work  also.  Moreover, 
as  the  present  accommodations  in  the  High  School  build- 
ing furnished  no  place  for  a  third  assistant,  and  there 
was  constantly  a  hope  that  a  new  building  would  be 
erected,  with  more  class  rooms,  this  outside  help  was, 
6 
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year  by  year,  unwillingly  continued,  as  a  temporary 
relief.  But  the  defects  of  this  arrangement  are  so 
obvious,  and  the  need  of  an  additional  assistant  is 
so  clearly  seen,  if  we  would  do  our  duty  to  the  scholars 
of  that  school,  that  we  feel  called  upon  to  delay  action 
no  longer. 

To  this  end,  another  recitation  room  must  be  pro- 
vided, and  if  the  Town  does  not  make  an  appropriation 
for  a  new  building,  or  for  remodelling  and  enlarging  the 
present  one,  so  as  to  suitably  accommodate  the  schools 
now  there,  we  shall  request  that  an  appropriation  of  one 
thousand  dollars  be  made  for  adding  a  new  recitation 
room,  and  for  securing  an  additional  air  space  in  the 
High  School  room. 

The  additional  assistant  thus  provided  for  would  not 
only  take  charge  of  the  Composition  work,  but  would 
also  give  regular  instruction  in  Rhetoric  and  in  Dec- 
lamation. In  other  branches,  also,  where  the  classes  are 
now  so  large  as  to  render  thorough  teaching  almost 
impossible,  (some  of  them  numbering  over  fifty  pupils,) 
the  new  assistant  could  divide  the  classes,  to  the  decided 
benefit  of  the  scholars. 

Each  year  the  value  of  Music  and  of  Drawing  in  the 
schools  is  made  more  evident.  On  the  part  of  the  schol- 
ars, there  is  a  marked  and  an  increasing  interest  in  both 
these  branches. 

In  June  last,  a  Superintendent  of  Schools  was 
appointed,  Mr.  T.  D.  Adams,  to  supply  the  place  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Burton. 
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The  report  of  Mr.  Adams,  as  Superintendent,  is 
appended. 

The  place  of  assistant  in  the  High  School,  made 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Bartlett,  is  filled 
by  Miss  Bean,  a  teacher  of  large  experience. 

The  new  "Course  of  Study"  for  the  High  School, 
introduced  last  }^ear,  seems  so  far  to  work  well ;  with 
a  third  assistant,  ii  can  be  so  altered  as  to  embrace 
Rhetoric  and  Declamation,  and  to  give  more  time  to 
"  Practical  Science  and  Inventions  "  and  to  u  News  of 
the  Day." 

This  course  was  merely  on  trial  last  year,  but  it  has 
now  been  adopted  by  the  Committee.  Its  peculiar 
advantage  over  the  old  course  consists  in  giving  an 
opportunity  for  a  more  thorough  study  of  Arithmetic, 
and  for  its  practical  application ;  as  also  for  the  study  of 
those  sciences  which  refer  to  practical  arts  and  trades. 
The  course  is  designed,  in  one  of  its  divisions,  to  meet 
the  wants  of  those  who  desire  a  broader  education,  but 
cannot  give  the  time  for  pursuing  a  four  years'  course. 
It  is  also  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  scholars 
who  are  looking  forward  to  entering  upon  some  trade  or 
business. 

The  programme  of  studies  was  printed  in  full  in  last 
year's  report ;  we  will  merely  state  again  that  the 
English  Course  and  the  Classical  each  covers  four  years, 
while  the  Short  Practical  Course  is  completed  in  two 
years.  Any  pupil  who  honorably  finishes  any  one  of 
these  courses  will  be  considered  a  graduate  of  the  High 
School,  and  will  be  entitled  to  a  diploma  designating  the 
course  pursued. 
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We  recommend  that  $20,500  be  raised,  for  schools 
for  the  current  year,  with  $1,000  for  additional  accom- 
modations in  the  High  School-house. 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT, 
Receipts. 


Appropriation   $19,500  00 

Appropriation  for  special  repairs   1,000  00 

Massachusetts  School  Fund   232  24 

Dog  Fund   303  70 

Sale  of  books   1,509  01 

Sundries   23  00 

 $22,567  95 


Expenditures. 

Teachers,  superintendence,  and  music . . .  $15,882  00 
Books  and  apparatus,  and  express  charges,  2,086  48 
Repairs  and  supplies,  including  $1,000  for 


special  repairs   2,545  88 

Fuel   960  42 

Care  of  buildings   685  11 

Tuition  at  Wareham   20  00 

Truant  officer   120  00 

Transportation  of  scholars  to  Ellisville . .  32  00 

Rent  of  school-room   153  87 

Horse  hire   69  25 

Travelling  expenses   18  88 

Printing   121  70 

Rent  of  Davis  and  Lyceum  Halls   59  00 

Incidentals   59  11 

 $22,813  70 


Overdrawn 


$245  75 
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Amount  Authorized. 

For  new  Grammar  School-house   $4,000  00 

Expenditures. 

Cost  of  land   $500  00 

Cost  of  building,  grading,  and  furniture,     3,225  39 

 $3,725  39 


Undrawn.. .   $274  61 


School 


FREDERICK  N.  KNAPP, 
CHARLES  B.  STODDARD, 
JAMES  D.  THURBER, 
NATHANIEL  MORTON,         f  Committee. 
PHEBE  R.  CLIFFORD, 
CHARLES  H.  LITCHFIELD,  J 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Plymouth  : 

In  submitting  a  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this 
Town,  I  do  not  forget  that  my  experience  here  is  limited 
to  about  five  months  of  service. 

While  the  time  lias  been  sufficiently  long  for  gaining 
an  acquaintance  with  the  schools,  it  has  not  been  so  long 
that  I  have  become  prejudiced  by  any  opinion  which 
may  have  been  expressed.  I  have  rather  avoided  float- 
ing opinion,  preferring  to  form  my  own  conclusions  from 
facts  which  would  naturally  come  to  my  notice. 

A  few  things,  at  the  outset,  may  be  assumed  ;  and 
first,  that  every  wise  community  desires  the  best  school 
system  which  it  can  have.  If  we  go  into  the  prairies  of 
the  West,  where  cities  spring  up  as  by  magic,  we  find  a 
demand  for  the  best ;  they  are  anxious  to  pay  for  the 
best,  and  they  tax  themselves  for  the  best.  In  some  of 
our  New  England  communities,  where  the  real  age  of 
the  town  is  about  co-equal  with  that  of  the  railroad  pass- 
ing through  it,  we  find  the  same  imperious  demand. 
Many  towns  and  cities  in  this  state  owe  a  marvelous 


CORRIGENDA. 


Having  had  no  opportunity  of  reading  and  correcting  the  proof 
sheets  of  the  following  report,  I  here  insert  corrections  of  sundry 
words  which  ought  to  conform  with  my  manuscript : 

In  line  10,  page  87,  for  descendents,  read  descendants. 

In  line  21,  page  90,  for  educationalists,  read  educationists. 

In  line  17,  page  95,  for  gems,  read  germs. 

T.  D.  ADAMS. 
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prosperity  to  their  generous  response  to  such  demands. 
They  have  learned  the  important  fact,  that  the  best 
investment  of  money  is  in  taxes  well  expended  for 
*  public  education.  Where  this  interest  leads,  other 
forms  of  prosperity  are  sure  to  follow. 

Plymouth  is  a  town  of  sacred  memories.  The  free 
school  was  among  the  thoughts  of  her  brave  settlers  who 
dared  everything  for  the  cause  of  Grod  and  humanity. 
Surely,  it  were  not  an  unreasonable  ambition  that  their 
descen dents  should  demand  and  secure  the  best,  and  thus 
keep  in  line  with  historic  renown.  Where  nature  has 
done  so  much,  where  art  has  clone  something,  where  the 
muse  has  written  such  a  story,  the  world  has  a  right  to 
look  for  a  center  of  wealth  and  refinement  growing  out 
of  educational  facilities.  Again,  it  may  be  assumed  that 
no  community  has  a  system  of  education  which  cannot 
be  improved  ;  that  a  forethoughtful  people  will  be  ready 
to  learn  the  faults  of  their  system*  and  to  hear  sugges- 
tions for  its  improvement.  Standing  upon  these  assump- 
tions, I  choose  to  speak  freely  what  seems  to  me  the 
truth,  leaving  the  results  to  take  care  of  themselves. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  pleasure  that  I  express  my 
thanks  for  uniform  courtesy  received  at  the  hands  of  this 
Board.  The  complicated  work  of  public  education  has 
been  discussed  with  a  degree  of  fairness  and  intelligence 
worthy  of  all  praise.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in 
such  concerns,  every  proposition  will  receive  instanta- 
neous assent.  It  is  only  through  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  differences  that  real  progress  can  te  made,  I 
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have  been  pleased  with  the  readiness  of  the  Board  to 
provide  for  the  common  wants  of  the  school-room.  The 
result  is  a  fair  supply  of  the  simpler,  but  much  needed 
aids  in  school  work  ;  maps  in  geography,  blocks  and 
other  apparatus  for  teaching  reading,  number  and  form. 
These  are  among  the  tools  of  the  trade  and  a  good  teacher 
is  readily  known  by  a  skillful  use  of  them.  A  few  pro- 
fessional books  have  also  been  purchased,  by  direction  of 
the  Board,  for  the  special  use  of  teachers.  These  are 
distributed  and  cannot  fail  to  do  good.  Never  before 
were  the  prerequisites  of  high  qualifications  and  profes- 
sional knowledge  so  positive  as  now. 

The  present  incumbent  of  this  office  desires  only  the 
reasonable  conditions  of  success.  These  conditions,  it  is 
for  the  interest  of  all  to  grant  ;  without  them,  neither  a 
successful  Superintendency,  nor  a  truly  successful  school 
system  is  a  possible  thing.  There  should  be  no  blind 
adherence  to  any  policy  or  experiment  which  does  not 
work  for  the  greatest  common  good.  It  is  only  a  liberal 
policy  which  can  bring  good  results.  Education  is  now 
so  reduced  to  a  science  that  nothing  can  be  trusted  to 
luck.  A  good  school  system  will  cost  something  any- 
where. The  question  for  the  people  here,  as  elsewhere, 
is,  do  they  want  it  enough  to  pay  for  it  ?  Nothing  fixes 
the  reputation  of  a  community  more  surely  than  its 
response  to  this  question. 

I  now  offer  a  few  thoughts  upon  some  of  the  branches, 
legally  required  in  common  schools. 
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READING. 

This  requires  great  skill  in  the  teacher.  The  meth- 
ods in  the  elementary  work  of  reading,  the  word  and 
the  phonetic  combined,  are  quite  generally  understood. 
The  process  of  learning  to  read  is  not  very  long  with 
the  average  child  ;  and  when  the  work  is  clone,  the 
method  is  of  very  little  consequence. 

The  second  stage  of  the  work  is  more  difficult,  and  it 
is  here  that  many  teachers  fail.  They  do  not  know  the 
principles  of  the  art.  There  are  two  kinds  of  reading 
to  be  taught.  The  first  is  taking  into  the  mind  the 
thought  of  the  author  as  expressed  on  the  printed  page  ; 
this  is  called  sight-reading,  thought-reading,  or  "  reading 
to  one's  self." 

Its  importance  cannot  be  exaggerated,  for  it  is  by  this 
process  that  the  greater  part  of  knowledge  is  to  come, 
both  to  the  young  and  to  the  adult  mind. 

To  read  and  gather  thoughts  with  rapidity  is  an 
acquirement  of  great  value.  To  this  end  scarcely  any- 
thing is  a  greater  help  than  supplementary  reading. 

Teachers  are  urged  to  devote  one-half  the  time  given 
to  the  branch,  to  this  kind  of  reading.  This  is  nothing 
new  ;  it  was  practised  years  and  years  ago  in  many  ex- 
cellent schools.  But  when,  a  short  time  since,  it  was 
urged  as  a  general  method  of  instruction,  it  was  thought 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  considerable  expense,  and 
that  it  would  furnish  a  large  field  for  the  author  and  pub- 
lisher. The  work  can  be  far  move  simply,  cheaply  anc\ 
just  as  effectually  qqi^ 
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For  grammar  and  intermediate  schools,  the  good  fam- 
ily newspaper, — like  those  published  weekly  in  our 
town, — can  be  made  to  serve  a  good  purpose  in  this  work. 
The  skillful  teacher  will  understand  how  to  use  it.  As  it 
passes  from  hand  to  hand,  every  pupil  reading  a  short 
paragraph,  while  all  the  rest  are  required  to  listen,  a  dou- 
ble object  is  gained,  since  it  is  not  a  small  thing  in  edu- 
cation to  become  a  good  listener.  Another  means  of 
aiding  in  this  work  is  in  the  home.  The  Sunday-schools 
are  now  generally  furnished  with  excellent  reading  mat- 
ter for  children.  It  is  always  noticeable  that  those  chil- 
dren who  attend  the  Sunday-school  and  take  home 
appropriate  books  find  very  little  difficulty  in  learning  to 
read. 

The  second  kind  of  reading  is,  the  giving  out  of  the 
thought  to  the  hearer, — oral  reading  ;  and  I  believe  that 
to  be  the  best  which  so  gives  it  to  the  listener  that  it  re- 
quires the  least  effort  on  his  part  to  understand  it.  This 
kind  of  reading  requires  training  of  the  vocal  organs.  It 
is  sometimes  called  elocutionary  drill.  We  have  a  class 
of  educationalists  who  affect  to  despise  this  kind  of  work  ; 
who  warn  us  against  sacrificing  sense  to  sound.  The 
truth  is  that  correct  elocution  sacrifices  nothing  which 
ought  to  be  preserved.  It  simply  helps  convey  the 
thought.  It  is  precisely  this, — which  the  e-loqaor  means, — 
to  speak  out.  To  speak  out  what  ?  The  author's  mean- 
ing, of  course.  To  say  that  training  the  vocal  organs 
does  not  help  make  a  good  reader,  is  to  deny,  not  only 
the  experience  of  the  greatest  orators  of  the  world,  but  to 
deny  our  own  experience.  &s  tQ  the  value  of  practice  in 
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other  things.  We  cannot  afford  to  set  a  premium  on 
stupidity  of  manners  in  a  public  speaker  ;  for  the  time  will 
never  come  when  the  human  ear  will  not  be  pleased  with 
the  well  trained  voice  in  its  expression  of  thought.  So 
long  as  public  bodies  are  to  be  addressed,  and  American 
youth  are  preparing  to  address  them,  we  cannot  afford  to 
discard  the  grand  old  extracts  from  Webster  and  Everett, 
and  require  our  pupils  to  sit  down  to  the  milk-sop  of 
"  Jack  and  the  Bean-Stalk."  This  vocal  training  should 
be  continued  through  all  the  years  of  educational  life.  In 
every  school,  as  high  as  a  grammar  grade,  there  should 
be  the  fixed  hour  for  platform  work,  in  which  the  pupils 
may  speak  extracts  from  the  best  masters  of  our  language, 
and  learn  to  deliver  their  own  prepared  thoughts  with 
what  skill  and  grace  they  can  command,  before  the  audi- 
ence of  the  school. 

WRITING. 

This  is  surely  one  of  the  useful  arts.  A  great  degree 
of  attention  is  given  to  it  in  all  the  schools  of  the  town. 
The  success  is  marked.  There  is  room  for  discussion  as 
to  the  value  of  writing  from  copies  for  any  length  of  time. 
The  tendency  of  such  practice  is  to  obliterate  all  differ- 
ences in  handwriting.  Nature  has  set  up  her  own  visible 
distinctions  among  us.  These  are  seen  in  face,  figure, 
countenance,  expression,  voice,  and  handwriting ;  the  last 
not  least.  It  were  a  misfortune  for  one  person  to  look 
just  like  another.  This  difference  in  handwriting  is  a 
wondrous  provision  of  nature  in  view  of  the  sanctity  of 

written  obligations,   Like  other  marks  of  identity,  it 


92 


has,  thousands  of  times,  gone  into  the  court  of  justice  as 
the  sole  element  to  settle  a  dispute.  This  means  of  evi- 
dence should  not  be  destroyed,  if  it  were  possible.  But, 
that  we  cannot  easily  outwit  nature  in  this  matter  is  seen 
in  the  fact  that,  as  soon  as  the  pupil  graduates  from  the 
school  he  falls  back  upon  some  ideal  of  his  own,  which 
soon  becomes  distinctive  in  spite  of  previous  training. 

But  it  is  doubtless  well  to  write  from  the  copy  for  a 
few  years.  Every  child  has  serious  obstacles  to  over- 
come. There  are  general  forms  which  every  hand  must 
learn  ;  the  stiff  and  crooked  fingers  and  the  hard  grip 
must  be  relaxed  ;  awkwardness  of  position  must  be  cor- 
rected. But,  when  all  this  is  done,  and  the  pupil  has 
acquired  a  free  and  easy  movement  of  the  hand,  he  should 
leave  the  copy  and  be  himself  again. 

ARITHMETIC. 

This  may  be  truly  called  the  exact  science  of  the 
common  school.  It  must  be  exact  or  nothing.  In  teach- 
ing this  branch  the  wants  of  life  must  ever  be  kept  in 
mind.  Two  things  must  be  sought ;  exactness  and 
rapidity.  These  combined  make  the  practical  arithmeti- 
cian. Said  a  lumber  merchant,  "I  am  paying  my  men  a 
dollar  a  day  for  service,  I  would  gladly  pay  them  two 
dollars  a  day,  if  I  could  trust  them  to  do  the  work  which 
I  need  to  have  done.  Most  boys,  who  graduate  from 
the  schools,  cannot  measure  a  stick  of  timber,  much  less 
a  pile  of  lumber,  and  the  few  who  can,  take  so  much 
time  that  I  find  it  cheaper  to  do  it  all  myself."  Now 
what  is  ths  remedy  for  this,  fault  gf  common,  SQuqiarship  ? 
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One  says  that  the  pupils  in  the  schools  never  become 
sufficiently  familiar  with  the  simple  rules ;  especially 
addition  and  multiplication  ;  the  advice  is  to  keep  them 
a  much  longer  time  in  primary  drill.  But  this  may  be 
no  remedy.  The  difficulty  is  in  the  teacher's  treatment 
of  the  pupil's  mind.  It  is  not  in  the  ignorance  of  the 
pupil.  These  combinations  are  simple  ;  it  takes  but 
little  time  to  learn  them  ;  once  learned,  they  are  always 
learned  ;  he  knows  them  just  as  well  when  first  learned 
as  after  a  lifetime  of  practice.  How  long,  now,  does  it 
take  him  to  think  them  out  and  use  them  ? 

This  is  the  practical  question  which  settles,  the 
measure  of  his  usefulness  with  the  business  man.  In 
this  lies  the  fact  whether  he  is  worth  two  dollars  or  only 
one  to  his  employer. 

It  is  his  quickness  as  well  as  exactness  in  the  solution 
of  the  numberless  little  questions  in  mercantile  life 
which  makes  him  of  value.  A  great  deal  is  said  about 
the  practical  study  of  arithmetic,  while  it  is  worth  far 
more  for  something  else  than  for  all  the  practicalness 
claimed  for  it.  The  fact  is  that  a  comparatively  small 
part  of  arithmetic  is  practical  in  the  usual  meaning  of 
that  word.  We  ask  the  business  man  to  look  on  his 
books :  he  tells  us  that  the  work  of  simple  addition  is 
ten  times  as  great  as  all  other  processes  put  together. 
Here,  then,  is  a  truth  for  the  teacher,  that  simple  addition 
is  the  most  practical  rule  in  business  education.  We 
look  a  little  farther  and  find  that  a  very  few  figures  make 
the  difficulty.    Most  people  can  add  readily  the  first  five 
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digits  ;  but  it  is  six,  seven,  eight,  and  nine  that  puzzle 
them.  It  is  here  that  we  find  the  counting  of  fingers, 
the  making  of  pen  marks  and  other  devices  for  hobbling 
through  the  harder  digits. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  inference  that  an  important 
part  of  the  teacher's  work  in  arithmetic  is  in  the  treat- 
ment of  these  figures.  When  the  same  readiness  is 
acquired  in  the  addition  of  these,  that  we  may  find  in 
adding  the  preceding  five,  a  very  great  work  in  practical 
arithmetic  is  accomplished.  This  can  be  done  by  daily 
practice,  in  mental  operations  involving  these  higher 
digits.  In  addition  to  this  a  great  deal  of  work  should 
be  presented  to  the  eye,  upon  the  slate  and  blackboard. 
In  all  cases  the  idea  of  rapidity  as  well  as  correctness 
should  be  kept  in  view  ;  test  examples  in  the  addition  of 
long  columns  of  figures  should  be  frequent.  The  same 
idea  of  rapidity  should  run  through  all  the  grouud  rules, 
and,  in  fact,  all  arithmetical  calculations. 

Were  half  the  time  now  given  to  the  slow  and 
plodding  work  of  solving  ''Miscellaneous  Problems" 
devoted  to  this  kind  of  exercise,  the  business  man  would 
complain  less,  and  the  common  school  boy  would  redeem 
himself  through  the  ready  application  of  his  knowledge 
to  the  common  transactions  of  business. 

I  have  spoken  somewhat  at  length  upon  these  three 
branches,  imperatively  required  by  Statute,  not  so  much 
to  outline  what  is  done  in  our  schools,  as  what  ought  to 
be  done  in  common  schools  everywhere.  I  would  have 
it  inferred  that  great  excellence  in  them  all  is  desired. 
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I  cannot  leave  this  review  of  studies  without  a  brief 
reference  to  some  of  those  more  recently  introduced  into 
public  schools. 

DRAWING. 

This  branch  has  become  almost  universal  as  an  edu- 
cational factor,  and  has  made  a  good  beginning  in  the 
schools  of  this  town.  In  some  of  them  the  proficiency  is 
quite  marked.  But  at  present  there  is  a  lack  of  unifor- 
mity in  method,  and  the  success  of  the  pupil  must  depend 
largely  upon  the  natural  ability,  and  also  upon  the  en- 
couragement of  the  teacher.  It  cannot  be  expected  that 
this  study  will  come  to  its  best  possible  results  without  a 
special  director.  This  is  a  branch  in  which  poor  work  is 
better  than  nothing  ;  for  wherever  the  soul  is  struggling 
to  give  out  its  thought  in  some  pictorial  form  of  expres- 
sion, it  should  be  allowed  its  deliverance  ;  rough  and 
rude  though  it  be,  it  is  no  more  so  than  were  the  gems 
of  the  highest  art  which  has  ever  graced  the  world. 

A  friendly  criticism  may  be  passed  upon  the  method 
here  employed  in  that  it  is  confined  too  exclusively  to 
ornamental  designing.  While  this  is  valuable,  it  is  only 
a  part  of  the  great  work.  Nature  has  spread  her 
beauties  around  us  with  lavish  hand.  There  is  not  a 
soul  endowed  with  the  sense  of  sight,  and  in  which 
there  is  a  spark  of  love  for  the  beautiful,  but  sometimes 
craves  the  power  of  making  its  own  transcript  of  these 
scenes.  In  the  true  order  of  development,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  drawing  from  objects,  or  sketching  from 
nature,  precedes  designing  just  as  the  object  precedes 
the  thought. 
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Here,  again,  we  have  a  comparatively  new  branch  of 
study.  It  has  made  good  progress  in  our  schools,  for  the 
time  it  has  been  taught. 

Music  as  an  educational  force  has  been  but  poorly 
understood  in  this  country.  It  has  received  but  very 
little  help,  only  a  patronizing  assent  from  our  leading 
educators.  That  they  have  not  understood  its  meaning 
is  not  so  much  their  fault  as  that  of  the  generation  or 
the  schools  in  which  they  were  reared.  The  work  has 
been  largely  done  by  the  daily  teachers  in  the  schools. 
Considering  this  fact,  its  progress  has  been  marked,  even 
singular.  Were  its  philosopical  relations  to  other 
branches  better  known  ;  were  it  understood  that  the 
pupil  would  become  a  better  scholar  in  everything  else, 
a  better  reader,  arithmetician,  rhetorician,  linguist, 
through  proper  musical  instruction,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  ampler  provision  would  be  made  for  it  in 
pubic  education. 

When  Goethe  said  that  ''Level  roads  run  out  from 
music  in  all  directions,"  he  knew  what  he  was  talking 
about.  As  a  result  of  such  thinking  a  few  generations 
ago,  we  find  that  musical  education,  among  public  men 
and  diplomatists  in  the  old  countries,  is  as  much  the  rule 
as  the  reverse  is  with  us. 

Instruction  in  this  branch  should  be  based  upon  the 
fact  that  the  musical  faculty  is  implanted  in  the  soul  of 
every  child  ;  that,  in  nothing  has  Nature  been  more 
impartial,  than  in  the  distribution  of  this  gift  ;  that 
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without  cultivation,  this  faculity  may  become  dormant 
and  at  length  dead,  as  it  often  is  in  adult  years  ;  that  it 
is  as  much  a  disciplinary  study  as  any  other  in  the 
school-room,  disciplinary  of  body,  mind  and  character  ; 
that  it  should  ever  be  made  a  medium  of  thought, 
the  soul's  thought  which  is  so  often  better  than  the 
mind's  thought.  But  it  should  be  tempered  with  all 
prudence  to  the  age  and  strength  of  the  child.  When 
properly  conducted  it  is  the  most  fatiguing  work  in  the 
school.  It  is  exercise  of  body  and  mind.  Singing 
continuously  and  with  full  voice  for  a  single  hour 
will  produce  as  much  fatigue  as  a  day's  work  in 
the  field.  Success  in  this  study  will  depend  very 
much  upon  the  local  teacher.  If  he  or  she  be 
alive  to  the  importance  of  the  work,  giving  it  the 
heartiest  indorsement,  enforcing  the  right  conditions, 
among  which  are  order  and  attention,  then  it  will  be  a 
success.  If  the  teacher  be  indifferent,  so  will  be  the 
school.  The  exercise  being  conducted  in  concert,  oppor- 
tunity will  often  be  sought  by  the  indolent  to  shirk  their 
duties,  while  the  ill-tempered  boy  or  girl  will  be  quite 
sure  to  reveal  some  bad  traits  of  character.  The  branch, 
hereafter,  ought  to  be  made  one  of  the  rigid  tests  for 
promotion.  When  the  best  use  is  made  of  this  divine 
faculty  as  an  educational  power,  we  may  find  truth  in 
the  remark  of  a  wise  philosopher,  who  said  :  "Let  me 
hear  the  songs  of  a  nation,  and  I  will  tell  you  its 
character." 
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LANG  U  AfG  E  . 

Tn  no  department  of  instruction  has  there  been  more 
persistent  experimenting,  of  late  years,  than  in  language. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  has  not  always  been 
successful.  But  we  have  a  single  outcome  which  is 
worth  all  the  cost,  in  the  method  of  teaching  language 
to  young  children  ;  it  is  that  language  can  best  be 
learned  by  using  it.  Instruction  is  adapted  to  the  age 
and  growth  of  the  mind.  At  first  it  is  the  language  of 
description.  This  is  the  special  field  of  mental  activity 
for  the  child  up  to  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years.  It  is 
during  this  period  that  the  mind  is  suited  to  the  study  of 
forms.    Much  of  the  pupil's  work  should  be  in  writing. 

Next  we  see  a  growth  of  the  reasoning  power.  Lan- 
guage instruction  should  now  become  more  inclusive,  to 
suit  the  wants  of  the  growing  mind,  which  like  the  body 
needs  stronger  nourishment.  The  different  branches  of 
study  are  now  made  to  yield  their  mental  equivalents 
requiring  the  language  of  reason.  From  twelve  to 
fifteen  is  the  time  for  the  pupil  to  learn  to  talk.  Thus  we 
cover  the  two  great  fields  of  intellectual  expression.  If 
we  ask  what  mankind  are  doing  most  at  this  moment,  or 
at  any  moment,  the  answer  is  talking.  This  should  be  a 
sufficient  hint  to  the  teacher,  that  the  pupil  must  do  his 
own  talking.  The  interminable,  categorical  questioning 
by  the  teacher,  and  monosyllabic  answering  by  the  pupil 
are  among  the  distressing  features  of  school  life.  A 
language  lesson  from  everything  will  be  the  demand  of 
every  good  teacher.    Scarcely   any   branch  in  school 
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work  will  yield  a  better  result  in  this  direction  than 
arithmetic,  as  the  pupil  explains  the  reasons  of  his 
problem  on  the  blackboard.  This  kind  of  work  is  urged 
upon  all  teachers.  It  is  somewhat  practiced  in  the 
schools,  and  notably,  with  admirable  success  in  two  or 
three  of  the  remote  ones  of  the  town.  With  these 
methods  of  recitation  common  English  may  be  well 
learned  before  the  pupil  leaves  the  Grammar  School. 

Now  for  the  study  of  the  higher  English,  give  us  a 
full  measure  of  the  old  mother  tongues.  The  man  who 
talks  about  the  fetich  of  Greek,  is  very  likely  the  one 
who  would  not  omit  that  study  from  the  liberal  educa- 
tion of  his  own  son.  What  is  it  to  study  English?  Is 
it  to  run  to  the  lexicographer  and  take  everything  on 
trust  ?  No,  but  it  is  when  the  student  goes  back  to  the 
elements  of  the  language  himself  and  does  his  own 
original  work.  It  matters  not  whether  there  be  one 
word,  or  ten  words,  in  a  hundred  derived  from  the 
Greek  ;  it  is  the  study  of  the  perfect  model  which  we 
want.  We  place  the  head  of  Venus  de  Medici,  or  Milo, 
before  the  young  artist,  and  why?  Because  it  is 
admitted  to  be  the  highest  expression  of  beauty  on  the 
one  hand,  or  of  dignity  on  the  other,  which  the  human 
mind  has  ever  conceived.  They  will  stand  as  models 
until  something  else  appears,  confessedly  better.  Just  as 
much  does  the  student  need  the  perfect  model  in 
language  ;  and  just  as  long  as  there  is  good  language 
teaching,  just  so  long  will  there  be  minds  among  our 
youth — to  the  great  credit  of  human  nature — which  will 
love  the  beauties  of  this  grand  old  classic  tongue.  The 
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fetich  moDgers  may  rest  assured  that  Sanscrit  is  coming 
in,  faster  than  Greek  is  going  out. 

I  will  now  speak  of  some  of  the  hindrances  to 
success  in  this  school  system. 

ABSENCE  AND  TRUANCY. 

These  are  among  the  alarming  vices  in  our  public 
schools.  In  looking  over  the  registers  I  find  that  the 
amount  of  absence  for  the  year  has  been  quite  large. 
Good  reasons  for  this  state  of  things  are  very  rare. 
Cold  and  sickness  sometimes  thin  the  ranks  of  school  in 
the  Winter  term.  But  for  truancy  there  can  be  no  just 
reason.  I  am  convinced  that  the  causes  of  these  vices 
are  only  of  the  very  worst  ;  that  there  are  many  children 
under  no  restraint  at  home,  and  who  are  impatient  of 
restraint  at  school.  Whether  they  attend  school  at  all, 
depends  upon  their  own  will.  I  learn  these  facts  in  their 
homes  and  from  their  own  parents.  Now,  the  impor- 
tant fact  is,  that  such  children  are  getting  an  education 
somewhere.  Shall  it  be  in  the  street  ?  It  is  for  such 
parents  and  the  communily  to  answer.  The  tremendous 
responsibility,  resting  upon  both  alike,  may  be  defined, 
by  and  by,  in  unmistakable  measure. 

Truant  children  are  among  the  dangerous  classes  in 
community.  What  class  will  furnish  the  criminals  of  the 
next  fifteen  years  ?  Who  must  suffer  ?  Who  must  pay 
the  costs  of  Courts,  of  arrests,  of  trials,  of  imprisonment, 
of  jails  and  keepers  ?  The  theory  of  government  is,  that 
the  State  has  a  right  to  the  subject.  There  is  the  germ 
of  compulsion  in  the  best  qo4q  of  laws.    We  live  and, 
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act  upon  this  theory.  The  State  has  a  right  to  defend 
itself  against  the  crimes  of  ignorance.  This  is  a  bottom 
principle,  and  upon  this  we  build.  We  levy  a  legitimate 
and  constitutional  tax  for  the  common  safety.  But  the 
tax  payer  has  a  right  to  demand  that  there  shall  be  no 
unreasonable  waste  of  his  money.  In  this  foremost 
state,  some  portion  of  educational  money  is  lost  in  this 
way.  Wherefore  is  the  waste  made  ?  The  people  of 
Plymouth  need  no  longer  be  troubled  with  truancy,  if 
they  will  but  simply  conform  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  law. 

Another  hindrance,  of  which  I  will  speak,  is  that  of 
insufficient 

GRADING. 

This  generally  arises  from  lack  of  facilities,  rooms  and 
teachers.  It  results  in  waste  of  time  and  money.  The 
fault  is  quite  common  and  seems  to  be  on  the  increase. 
The  schools  on  Spring  and  School  Streets  ought  to  be 
graded  without  delay,  so  that  one  shall  be  exclusively 
primary  and  the  other  sub-primary.  They  now  have  the 
worst  possible  mixture  of  grades  ;  no  teacher  can  do 
justice  to  either  one.  While  the  primary  class  is  intelli- 
gent and  able  to  appreciate  instruction,  the  sub-primary 
should  be  taught  and  governed  more  by  Kindergarten 
methods.  The  lower  grade  is  a  thoroughly  demoralizing 
element  of  the  school.  There  is  no  reason  why  these 
schools  should  not  be  properly  graded.  They  are  but  a 
few  rods  apart,  and  the  matter  of  distance  need  not  be 
considered  at  all,    This  is  generally  a  very  weak  argu- 
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merit,-  for  it  is  noticeable  that  children  will  run  upon 
business  and  errands,  and  in  their  sports,  many  times  the 
distance  complained  of  in  going  to  school,  and  without 
any  harm.  Probably,  if  a  great  majority  of  the  children 
were  obliged  to  go  twice  as  far  as  they  now  do  to  school, 
it  would  be  better  for  them.  The  same  necessity  of 
grading  exists  in  the  Oak  Street  Primary  School. 

The  next  point  for  correction  is  between  the  second 
and  third  grades.  Here  the  policy  has,  for  a  long  time, 
been  shifting  ;  it  might  be  called  worse.  Two  years  ago, 
it  was  two  third  grades  and  three  second  grades  ;  last 
year  it  was  three  third  grades  and  two  second  grades  ; 
now  it  is  two  third  grades  and  three  second  grades  again. 
Next  year  it  is  plain  that  the  order  must  be  reversed 
once  more,  unless  something  better  is  done.  This,  in  my 
view,  is  wrong  ;  the  remedy  is  very  simple  ;  three 
schools  of  each  grade  should  be  permanently  established. 
This  would  require  another  teacher  and  another  room. 

The  next  step,  in  this  matter  of  grading,  should  be 
the  establishment  of  a  first  Grammar  School,  to  which 
the  present  Grammar  Schools  would  be  feeders.  This 
would  be  a  great  change,  but  I  feel  sure  that  nothing  is 
more  needed  in  this  school  system.  Just  here,  I  would 
suggest  and  recommend  a  change  of  names  for  some  of 
the  schools.  Nobody  outside  of  Plymouth  knows  what 
is  meant  by  second  and  third  grade  schools.  They  are  i 
terms  of  designation  not  used  anywhere  else  to  my  1 
knowledge.  It  would  seem  better  to  have  names  com- 
mooly  understood.    With  the   grades  outlined  above, 
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and  the  change  of  names  indicated,  the  series  would 
stand  as  follows :  sub-Primary,  Second  Primary,  First 
Primary,  Second  Intermediate,  First  Intermediate, 
Second  Grammar,  First  Grammar  and  High  School. 

I  now  offer  a  few  thoughts  upon  the  last  named 
school  as  it  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  grading. 

At  the  close  of  last  term,  about  fifty-five  scholars 
entered  the  High  School.  They  were  generally  very 
y.oung,  some  of  them  but  eleven  years  old.  It  is  plain 
that  children  of  that  age  are  not  sufficiently  mature  to 
bear  and  appreciate  the  rigorous  course  of  instruction  in 
the  average  high  school. 

Here,  then,  is  a  grammar  school  in  age,  numbers, 
and  qualifications.  They  are  prepared  only  for  gram- 
mar school  work,  which  they  ought  to  continue  in  a 
separate  school  for,  at  least,  another  year.  But  now 
they  enter  the  High  School  and  take  their  grammar 
work  with  them.  One  of  two  things  must  be  true. 
Either  these  pupils  must  work  against  great  odds,  in  a 
high  school  course,  or  they  must,  to  some  extent,  drag 
down  the  school  to  their  level.  These  common  branches 
should  be  completed  in  the  Grammar  School.  The 
arithmetic,  especially,  should  never  cross  the  threshold 
of  the  High  School,  except  in  occasional  reviews  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  course.  The  pupil  should  begin 
the  algebra,  Latin,  and  higher  English  immediately  upon 
entering  the  High  School. 

But  this  feature  is  not  the  worst.    We  now  find 
about  a  hundred  and  sixty  scholars  in  the  High  School, 
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taught  by  three  teachers.  Every  practical  educator 
knows  that  it  is  impossible  for  that  number  of  teachers 
to  do  anything  like  justice  to  that  number  of  scholars 
in  a  high  school.  The  result  must  be  a  considerable 
loss  of  time  and  money,  and  a  practical  defeat  of  some 
of  the  legal  requirements  of  a  high  school.  The  work 
must  be  so  thinly  spread  over  the  course  that  the 
best  results  cannot  be  reached  in  anything.  In  looking 
at  the  schedule  of  work,  we  find  but  two  or  three  reci- 
tations a  week  in  the  important  branches  of  algebra, 
geometry,  and  Latin,  while  no  time  can  be  found  for 
Greek.  It  is  well  understood  in  schools,  where  prepa* 
ration  for  college  is  one  important  requirement,  that  at 
least  four  recitations  a  week  should  be  required  in  every 
one  of  the  aforesaid  branches,  and  still  another  in  the 
languages,  in  the  form  of  prose  composition.  In  long 
and  frequent  intervals  between  recitations,  the  mind 
loses  its  hold  upon  the  subject  and,  consequently,  loses 
interest. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  nobody  wants  such 
work  done.  It  should  be  wanted  ;  and  it  will  be  wanted 
when  the  facilities  are  offered  and  the  right  encourage- 
ments are  given.  The  statute,  of  long  standing,  assumes 
that  it  is  wanted  in  every  town  of  four  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. I  will  not  believe  that,  in  any  New  England 
community  of  seven  thousand  souls,  there  are  no  families  |  \{ 
and  no  young  people  ambitious  for  a  higher  education  j  $0 
than  that  attainable  in  the  public  schools.  t\ 

But  leaving  this  view,  we  find  that  other  important  j  in 
work  is  suffering.    English  composition  is  an  essential 
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feature  in  all  high  schools.  Elsewhere  this  work  is 
invariably  conducted  by  the  teachers  of  the  school,  who 
are  in  daily  presence  of  the  scholars,  hearing  them  in 
recitation,  and  knowing  their  habits  of  mind  and 
thought.  Never  before  have  I  known  it  to  be  done  in 
any  other  way.  But  here  it  has  been,  for  a  considerable 
time,  assigned  to  some  third  party  not  connected  with 
the  school. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  imposed  upon  the  Super- 
intendent, thus  imcumbering  his  hands  with  a  kind  of 
work  wholly  incompatible  with  his  general  duties.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  territory  of  the  town  is  very 
large,  necessitating  a  carriage  ride  of  thirty  miles  a  day 
to  visit  a  particular  school,  and  that  he  has  the  entire 
charge  of  vocal  music  in  the  schools,  it  would  seem  to  be 
poor  economy  to  oblige  him  to  spend  one  and  a  half  days 
of  the  week  in  reading  and  correcting  school  compo- 
sitions, when  the  work,  if  it  must  be  done  in  this  way, 
might  be  done  by  somebody  whose  time  is  less  occupied, 
some  graduate  of  the  school,  at  a  trifling  expense.  I  do 
not  know  of  another  such  combination  of  work,  and 
do  not  believe  that  it  exists  anywhere  else  in  the 
country.  But  the  work  cannot  be  well  done  in  this  way 
by  anybody.  There  should  be  a  radical  change.  With 
the  establishment  of  a  first  Grammar  department,  as 
before  mentioned,  this  surface  work  of  sentence  building, 
so  important  in  English  composition,  including  form  of 
expression,  grammar,  spelling,  capitalizing,  and  point- 
ing, might  be  largely  done  before  the  pupil  enters  the 
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High  School.  It  certainly  ought  not  to  be  carried,  as  arl 
exclusive  specialty,  beyond  the  middle  of  the  high  school 
course.  There  should  then  be  a  change  of  method.  The 
pupil  should  then,  with  rhetoric  in  hand,  come  face  to 
face  with  the  teacher  two  or  three  times  a  week,  as  in 
other  recitation  work,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the 
deeper  mysteries  of  the  language,  invention,  style,  har- 
mony, a  knowledge  of  which  is  indispensable  to  a 
thorough  understanding  of  English. 

No  thoughtful  mind  will  deny  that  this  kind  of 
work  ought  to  be  done  in  an  English  course.  At  pres- 
ent, it  cannot  be  done,  through  lack  of  teachers  and 
other  important  facilities. 

The  New  England  High  School  has  two  well  defined 
purposes.  The  first  is  to  give  all  young  people  the 
opportunity  of  a  higher  education  than  is  required  for 
the  common  wants  of  life.  Every  community  has  need 
of  such  a  class.  They  become  the  eyes,  ears,  and  care- 
ful thinkers  of  the  State. 

The  next  purpose  is  to  prepare  young  people  for 
college.  This  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  a 
community  as  soon  as  its  youth  are  assembled  in  a  High 
School.  It  is  here  the  final  choice  of  the  pupil  is  to  be 
made,  whether  he  will  go  far  on,  or  stop  quite  short.  A 
great  responsibility  rests  upon  the  teacher  from  the 
moment  these  relations  of  High  School  life  begin.  He  is 
an  intellectual  and  moral  guardian,  and  one  of  his  first 
duties  is  to  see  what  nature  has  done  for  the  child. 
Every   observant   teacher   will   find   in   any  hundred 
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pupils  thus  assembled  a  goodly  number  of  gifted  minds, 
marked  by  a  love  of  learning,  a  taste  for  study,  an 
ambition  for  self-culture,  an  adaptation  for  scholarship. 
School  life  is  not  a  dead  level.  Nature  has  thrown  in 
these  shining  lights.  We  know  not  why  ;  it  is  no 
business  of  ours.  Omniscience  sets  a  seal  upon  such 
foreheads  and  seems  to  say,  "Here  I  give  five  talents 
and  there  ten  ;  see  that  they  are  returned  with  interest. " 
The  teacher  is  often  the  first  to  learn  the  strong  points 
of  a  pupil's  character.  Not  seldom  is  a  career  of  honor 
and  usefulness  opened  before  a  young  man  of  which  he 
would  not  have  dreamed  had  it  not  been  for  the  inspir- 
ing touch  of  some  master  mind  in  the  school.  Thus  the 
whole  drift  of  thought  in  a  family  is  changed  ;  new 
thoughts,  aspirations  and  hopes  arise  ;  new  plans  are 
laid.  Thei  e  is  not  a  town,  of  four  thousand  inhabitants 
in  New  England,  in  which  such  families  and  such  chil- 
dren are  not  living. 

If  the  foregoing  remarks  are  just,  the  question  of 
supply  should  be  met  without  delay.  I  can  see  how  two 
additional  teachers  could  be  usefully  employed  in  that 
school.  But,  in  default  of  enough,  it  is  my  duty  to  say 
that  one  more  teacher,  of  high  qualifications  should  be 
employed  at  once.  A  new  and  rather  distinct  depart- 
ment might  then  be  formed.  This  should  embrace 
history,  English  literature,  including  rhetoric  and 
composition,  elocution  and  all  platform  work  desirable  in 
these  times  for  training  young  people  to  the  more  or  less 
public  duties  of  Ufe,    Such  teacher  should  be  an  expert 
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in  the  classical  languages  ;  for  while  the  requirements  of 
admission  to  college  are  increasingly  exacting,  I  claim 
that  no  teacher  can  do  the  best  work  in  a  higher  English 
department  who  is  not  a  thorough  student  in  these 
ancient  tongues. 

This  brings  me  to  a  want  which  must  stare  everybody 
in  the  face.  The  present  high  school  building  is  but 
poorly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  so  large  a  town.  The 
facts  connected  with  it  are  so  patent  that  I  shall  waste 
very  few  words  over  it.  I  clo  not  know  of  its  inferior 
anywhere.  No  stranger  would  say  that  it  was  a  credit 
to  the  people  ;  it  is  a  dangerous  building  ;  it  is  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  the  patrons  of  the  school  do  not  fear  for 
the  health  of  their  children.  There  is  not  a  solid  hour 
of  the  year  in  which  the  air  of  any  room  in  the  building 
is  fit  to  breathe  ;  hot  and  stifling,  or  cold  from  drafts, 
surcharged  with  poisonous  gases,  it  can  '  hardly  be 
doubted  that  the  germs  of  disease,  are  springing  up 
which  may  prove  incurable  later  in  life. 

Again,  such  a  tinder  box  is  the  building,  that  were  a 
fire  to  start,  with  the  aid  of  a  strong  east  wind,  in  one  of 
the  narrow,  crooked  stairways,  the  means  of  exit  for 
pupils  in  the  westerly  recitation  room  would  be  pretty 
poor.  True,  they  might  have  recourse  to  the  windows, 
at  the  risk  of  neck  and  life. 

There  are  now  three  hundred  pupils  in  the  building, 
and  not  a  cheerful,  healthful,  comfortable,  or  convenient 
room  !  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  citizens  of  Plymouth 
will  not  neglect  this  subject  longer.     There  is  no  doubt 
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that  other  interests,  very  dear  to  them,  will  be  seriously 
threatened  within  the  next  decade  of  years,  unless  there 
be  some  exhibition  of  enterprise  in  the  way  of  public 
improvements.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  no 
dispute  about  location  ;  but  that  there  will  be  a  generous 
concession  of  smaller  privileges  to  the  greater  and 
common  good.  The  present  building,  in  my  view, 
should  be  totally  abandoned  for  all  school  purposes,  and 
in  its  stead  a  new  one  built  of  suitable  size  to  accommo- 
date all  the  schools  now  located  there,  and  which  may  be 
sufficient  for  a  century  to  come. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  a  word  upon  the 
higher  functions  of  education.    The  teacher  who  holds 
that  mental  training  is  the  chief  work  of  the  school- 
room, is  no  true  educator,  and  will  make  a  lamentable 
failure.    Character  building  is  the  only  result  which  can 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  human  nature.    This  is  the 
most  difficult  part  of  the  work,  and  where  teachers  most 
frequently  fail.    They  are  too  prone  to  clip  down  their 
;  responsibilities  to  the  little  sphere  of  the  school.  Did 
they  realize  more  their  concurrent  responsibilities  with 
|  the  parents,  we  should  have  grander  results  from  the 
prodigious  efforts  now  made  to  educate  the  young.  We 
find  now  a  spirit  of  irreverence  ;  a  lack  of  true  self 
j  respect  ;  of  respect  for  others  ;  of  respect  for  things  and 
beings  higher  than  those  of  earth  ;  a  lack  of  propriety  in 
jconduct  and  manners  on  the  street  and  in  public  places  ; 
a  singular  lack  in  all  these  things,  which  did  not  so 
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plain]}'  characterize  the  children  and  youth  of  a  former 
generation. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  duty  of  moral  instruction  in 
the  public  school.  I  care  not  by  what  name  it  is  called, 
whether  preaching  or  lecturing,  as  it  sometimes  is  in 
derision,  it  should  be  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  the 
end  of  the  great  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.   D.  ADAMS. 
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year,  $562.50. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

Whole  number  of  pupils  in  Public  Schools   1,405 

Average  number  belonging   1,185 

Average  attendance   1,040 

Number  between  eight  and  fourteen  years   809 

Number  over  fifteen  years   125 

Number  under  five  years     14 

Months  the  schools  were  in  session   10 

Number  of  teachers  in  the  schools   37 

Number  of  teachers  in  Primary  Department   15 

Number  of  teachers  in  Intermediate  Department   8 

Number  of  teachers  in  Grammar  Department    5 

Number  of  teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools.  ....    6 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School   3 
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PLYMOUTH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-four  : 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  correct, 


and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with : 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1884   $15,079  13 

Cash  from — 

Trustees  of  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sink- 
ing Fund   23,921  19 

Loan  from  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   7,500  00 

Loan  from  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank . . .  7,500  00 

Transfer  from  abatement  account   1,078  81 

Dog  fund  from  the  County   587  57 

School  fund  from  the  State   235  19 

Sale  of  school  books   607  28 

Poor  reimbursements     1,223  10 

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials     13,842  13 

Pedlers'  licenses    13  00 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   26  42 

Interest  from  delinquent  taxes    363  55 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   400  00 

Agawam  and  HalfWay  Pond  fishery   270  00 

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans    8  61 

Sale  of  lots  in  Yine  Hills  Cemetery   390  79 

Amount  carried  forward  ,Mf   $73,046  77 
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Amount  brought  forward   $73,046  77 

Road  Department  reimbursements  ....    621  14 

State  aid  refunded    1,827  50 

National  Bank  tax  from  State  of  Massachusetts . .  2,941  89 

Corporation  tax   7,347  22 

Insane  Poor  reimbursements   357  87 

Contingent  reimbursements   279  75 

Interest  from  Warren  Fund   50  00 

Fire  Department  reimbursements   4  06 

Taxes,  1882    1,170  04 

Taxes,  1883    5,271  65 

Taxes,  1884    61,555  47 

School  Department  reimbursements                     .  6  75 

School  Department,  reimbursements  from  Mur- 

dock  Fund   18  25 

Poor  Department,  reimbursements  from  Murdock 

Fund   18  25 

Sale  of  herring  brooks                       .    19  00 

Indigent  aid  refunded   325  56 

Widows'  reimbursement   17  00 

Billiard  licenses     18  00 

Land  rent   6  00 

Violation  of  town  by-laws                                 .  10  00 

Circus  license  ,   37  50 

Collector's  tax  sales                                   ....  67  10 

Lighting  street  reimbursement   20  50 

Burial  Hill  reimbursement   16  68 

Fresh  Brook  reimbursement   16  50 

$155,070  45; 
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The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows  : 
By  paid — 

Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Kailroad  Sinking 


Fund   $1,500  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Kailroad  loan   40,000  00 

State  tax   5,620  00 

National  Bank  tax   4,145  84 

Corporation  tax    186  24 

County  tax                                                  ...  4,524  15 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery    453  13 

Widows'  distribution   150  00 

Water  Works,  interest  on  loans  and  extensions. . .  12,917  84 

Watch  and  police   1,253  52 

Treasurer   600  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Town  debt  and  interest  account   4,981  39 

State  aid    1,338  00 

Schools   22,580  69 

Koads  and  bridges   10,283  21 

New  roads    3,742  22 

Insane  poor   1,966  80 

Poor   7,710  35 

Fire  Department   2,953  20 

Burial  Hill   266  68 

Contingent    4,068  61 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   1,339  81 

Assessors   782  78 

Plymouth  Public  Library   1,000  00 

Agawam  and  Halfway  Pond  Fishery   44  85 

Warren  Fund    22  58 

Collector  of  Taxes   477  71 

Indigent  soldiers'  aid   ,   996  55 

Amount  carried  forward  ...»   $136,031  15 
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Amount  brought  for  ivard   $136,031  15 

Abatements   1,790  06 

New  Grammar  School  Building   8,288  54 

Market  Street  widening   2,000  00 

Burial  Hill  enlargement    1,700  00 

Bepayment  of  tax  sales                                  ....  56  32 

Fresh  Brook    15  30 

Cash  on  hand    5,189  08 

$155,070  45 

The  overdrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows  : 

New  Grammar  School-house   $8,288  54 

Koads  and  bridges   153  11 

Schools   613  22 

Indigent  soldiers  aid    500  15 

Watch  and  police ...    9  03 

Insane  poor   .    100  66 

New  roads   742  22 

$10,406  93 

The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows : 

Collector's  tax  sales   $10  78 

Abatements   1,255  27 

Assessors   67  22 

Yine  Hills  Cemetery   453  50 

Poor   424  92 

Water  Works   1,017  82 

Town  debt  and  interest  account    383  59 

Fire  Department   50  86 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House              .    22  27 

Contingent   173  45 

Amount  carried  forward   $3,859  68 
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Amount  brought  fonvard   $3,859  68 

Warren  Fund   1,095  56 

Widows  fund  ,   67 

Collector  of  Taxes   22  99 

Fresh  Brook  Fishery   11  91 

Training  Green  Fund   676  01 

$5,666  82 


TOWN  DEBT. 
Water  Loan. 

70,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  payable  June  1, 1885 . .  $70,000  00 

20,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  payable  Aug.  1, 1894. .  20,000  00 
Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due  April  1, 1890, 

5  per  cent   6,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  due 

August  2,  1890,  4J  per  cent   6,000  00 

$102,000  00 

DUXBURY  AND  COHASSET  EAILROAD  LOAN. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1894,  interest  4  per  cent.    $7,500  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  interest  4  per/cent.,  due 


Temporary  Debt. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able April  13,  1888,  interest  4  per 


Amounts  carried  forward   $5,000  00  $117,000  00 


15,000  00 
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Amounts  brougJit  forward ....  $5,000  00  $117,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  payable    March  20,  1888, 

4  per  cent,  interest   6,700  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able Sept.  18,  1886,  interest  4  per 

cent   10,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth    Savings  Bank,  on 

demand,  interest  4  per  cent    11,000  00 

Notes  to  sundry  parties,  on  demand,  in- 
terest 5  per  cent                      ...  4,900  00 

  37,600  00 

Engine  House  Loan. 
Note  to  heirs  of  Timothy  Manter,  on 

demand,  interest  5  per  cent   .....      $300  00 
Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on  de- 
mand, interest  5  per  cent   1,000  00 

  1,300  00 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments.. .        5,666  82 

Gross  debt   $161,566  82 

Less. 

Uncollected  taxes,  1883   $1,639  21 

Uncollected  taxes,  1884   8,758  56 

Indigent  aid  due  from  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts   496  39 

State  aid  due  from  State   1,338  00 

Cash  on  hand   5,189  02 


17,421  18 


Net  debt  Jan.  1,  1885   $144,145  64 


Net  debt  Jan.  1, 1884   $164,186  41 

Decrease  of  the  debt  in  1884    $20,040  77 
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Payments  have  been  made  during  the  year  on  the  principal 
of  outstandiDg  bonds  and  cotes  of  the  Town  to  the  amount  of 
$26,300.  The  receipts  from  the  sinking  fund  and  surplus  reve- 
nue, with  the  difference  in  the  overdrawn  balances  from  last 
year,  have  aggregated  $29,766.06  ;  against  this  the  overdrafts 
on  account  of  Almshouse  and  North  Grammar  School-house, 
amounting  to  $9,725.69,  covered  into  general  indebtedness,  has 
left  as  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  the  sum  of 
$20,040.77 ;  making  the  net  indebtedness  $144,145.64,  as  against 
$164,186.41  reported  last  year.  To  provide  for  the  payments  of 
the  above  amounts  of  $26,300,  the  sum  of  $23,921.19  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Trustees  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Eailroad 
Sinking  Fund;  $1,078.81  by  transfer  from  abatement  account, 
and  the  balance  from  the  appropriation  for  town  debt. 

The  loan  on  account  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad 
Company  of  $40,000  became  due  April  1,  1884,  of  which  $25,000 
has  been  retired.  The  balance  has  been  provided  for  by  a  loan 
of  $15,000  on  ten  years  at  four  per  cent,  interest,  with  liberty  to 
apply  $1,500  annually  towards  the  payment  of  the  principal, 
which  will  retire  the  loan  at  maturity  by  continuing  the  annual 
appropriation  of  $1,500  as  a  sinking  fund.  The  expenditures  in 
most  of  the  departments  have  been  in  excess  of  former  years, 
creating  a  deficiency  of  $10,406.93,  of  which  $8,288.54  is  on  ac- 
count of  new  Grammar  School-house,  for  which  an  appropria- 
tion of  $7,500  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting,  but  no  provision 
was  made  for  its  payment. 

To  provide  for  these  deficiencies,  and  the  increase  in  the  ap- 
propriations consequent  upon  the  small  balances  remaining  to 
the  credit  of  the  several  departments,  will  materially  increase 
our  rate  of  taxation  the  present  year,  unless  our  expenditures 
are  kept  within  the  strict  limit  of  necessity,  and  resort  is  had  to 
borrowing  to  cover  in  part  the  deficiency  of  last  year.  We  are 
rapidly  approaching  the  limit  where  taxation  will  bear  heavily 
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upon  our  industries  and  real  property,  as  with  prevailing  low 
rates  of  interest  and  consequent  diminished  income  from  in- 
vested property,  and  small  profits  from  business  operations, 
makes  taxation  even  at  our  present  rate  to  many  a  serious  bur- 
den, and  should  not  be  increased. 

The  cash  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
$5,189.02,  against  $15,079.13  in  1883,  while  the  only  source  of 
revenue  to  meet  it— the  uncollected  taxes— is  only  $2,316.87 
in  excess  of  last  year,  showing  that  the  expenditures  for  the 
year  have  exceeded  the  receipts  in  nearly  the  difference  repre- 
sented by  the  above  figures. 

There  has  been  expended  on  account  of  indigent  aid,  $996.35. 
The  amount  allowed  by  the  State  will  leave  a  deficiency  of 
$500.15  to  be  provided  for. 


TOWN  DEBT  AND  1NTEBEST  ACCOUNT. 
Jan.  1, 1884.  Ob. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $292  82 

By  appropriation   4,700  00 

By  rebate  of  interest  on  loan   8  61 

By  interest  received  from  delinquent  taxes   363  55 

$5,364  98 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  of  interest  on  Duxbury  & 

Cohasset  Railroad  loan   $1,700  00 

To  interest  on  temporary  loans   1,770  74 

By  interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of 

taxes   210  65 

To  payments  on  principal  of  notes   1,300  00 

.   4,981  ou 


Undrawn  balance   59 
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With  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohassefc 
Eailroad  loan,  and  refunding  the  balance  at  a  lower  rate  of  in- 
terest, the  sum  of  $1,100  less  will  be  required  to  meet  interest 
on  outstanding  indebtedness. 

To  provide  for  payment  of  $1,000  on  Engine  House  loan  and 
interest  on  temporary  loans  will  require  an  appropriation  of 
$3,200,  which  is  recommended. 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884  $10,283  21 

Jan.  1,  1884  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $808  96 

By  appropriation    8,500  00 

By  appropriation   200  00 

By  reimbursements   ...   ...       621  14 

 10,130  10 

Overdrawn   $153  11 

The  expenditures  for  roads  and  bridges  the  past  year  is  $10,- 
283  21,  against  $8,899.19  in  1883,  and  less  the  earnings  of  the 
teams  in  other  departments,  $9,562.07,  against  $8,120.04  in 
1883.  The  difference  is  chiefly  explained  by  exceptional  ex- 
penditures for  the  following  purposes,  viz.:  For  purchase  of  a 
horse,  $270 ;  paid  Patrick  Taylor  for  injuries  on  the  highway, 
$375  ;  and  $275  to  E.  &  J.  C.  Barnes  for  removal  of  building, 
and  land  taken  to  widen  Water  Street — in  all,  $920. 

The  Town  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  an  appropriation  of 
$200  to  improve  the  sidewalks  on  Cushman  and  Allerton 
Streets,  for  the  convenience  of  travel  to  the  Monument  grounds, 
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Arrangements  were  made  with  the  abutters  to  contribute  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense,  so  that  the  sum  expended  for  that  purpose 
did  not  exceed  the  appropriation,  but  the  work  necessitated  a 
change  of  grade  and  the  working  of  the  street  to  conform  to  it, 
which  cost,  including  paved  gutters,  about  $500. 

There  has  been  an  extra  amount  of  work  required  of  the 
Eoad  Department  in  the  working  of  Carver  Street  and  grading 
and  covering  of  Lothrop  Street,  consequent  upon  the  working 
of  the  new  road  from  Court  to  its  junction  with  Lothrop  Street. 
The  repairs  both  in  the  central  and  outlying  districts  have  been 
larger  than  usual. 

There  has  been  expended  for  permanent  improvement  of 
sidewalks  and  street  crossings,  including  the  work  on  sidewalks 
on  Cushman  and  Allerton  Streets,  $1,571.82,  not  including  the 
labor  of  the  men  and  teams  employed  on  the  highways ;  so  that 
the  sum  has  largely  exceeded  the  amount  authorized  for  such 
work,  viz  :  $1,200. 

The  resetting  of  edge  stone  and  change  of  grade  from  oppo- 
site the  Green  to  Fremont  Street,  involved  a  larger  expenditure 
than  was  contemplated,  and  partly  accounts  for  the  increased 
outlay. 

The  expenditures  on  sidewalks  have  been  large  for  the  past 
few  years,  and  to  make  necessary  repairs  on  walks  already  laid 
will  still  require  it.  The  walks  on  the  main  street,  between 
Fremont  and  Samoset  Streets,  are  to  a  great  extent  covered  with 
concrete,  making  on  one  side  of  the  street  a  continuous  walk 
between  those  points. 

The  results  do  not  warrant  the  Selectmen  in  recommending 
the  continued  use  of  it  for  permanent  improvement  of  side- 
walks. 

It  wears  out  rapidly;  is  not  uniform  in  quality.  In  many 
places  it  is  rough  and  objectionable  to  walk  on — more  so  than 
occasional  mud  would  be  on  a  gravel  walk.     On  streets  wher§ 
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the  travel  is  light,  and  liable  to  wash,  it  can  be  used  with  better 
results.  The  sidewalks,  outside  of  the  thickly  settled  portions 
of  the  Town,  can  be  kept  in  as  good  condition  with  ashes  and 
gravel  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  coDcrete ,  and  considering  the 
expense,  and  the  objections  which  experience  has  shown  in  its 
use,  the  former,  it  is  believed,  will  be  found  in  the  end  to  be 
the  most  economical  and  satisfactory  method  which  can  be 
adopted. 

For  permanent  improvement  of  sidewalks  within  the  central 
part  of  the  Town,  brick  will  without  doubt  be  found,  as  it  is  in 
cities  and  large  towns  where  the  travel  is  great,  to  be  the  most 
durable  and  economical  pavement. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  Eoad  Department  is  in  good 
condition,  consisting  of  five  horses,  four  of  which  have 
been  purchased  within  the  past  two  years  are  young  and  well 
adapted  for  the  work.  The  equipment,  in  other  respects,  is 
complete,  and  very  little  outlay  will  be  required  the  present  year. 

An  appropriation  of  $9,500  for  the  current  year  is  recom- 
mended. 


NEW  ROADS. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884   $3,742  22 

Cr. 

By  appropriation     3,000  00 

Overdrawn   $742  22 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  new  roads  have  largely  ex- 
ceeded the  estimates,  and  have  been  occasioned  by  change  of 
plans  in  the  working  of  Carver  Street  which  were  not  contem* 
plated  when  the  appropriation  was  recommended, 
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The  original  plan  submitted  to  the  Town  involved  the  widen- 
ing of  the  street  on  the  east  side  to  its  connection  with  the  angle 
in  the  wall  opposite  the  church  lot ;  also  the  building  of  a  wall 
the  entire  length,  and  a  flight  of  stone  steps  at  the  foot  of  Mid- 
dle Street. 

For  this  work  a  contract  was  made  with  0.  V.  Pendleton  for 
$1,300.  As  the  work  progressed,  it  became  evident  that  ad- 
ditional width  would  improve  the  street,  and  to  satisfy  what 
appeared  to  be  a  general  demand,  the  changes  were  made,  and 
the  widening  extended  to  Leyden  Street,  as  the  additional  work 
could  be  done,  while  the  contractor  was  on  the  ground  with  the 
men  and  tools,  much  cheaper  than  it  could  be  done  if  delayed 
another  year  and  finished  under  a  separate  contract. 

The  sum  expended,  including  land  damages,  fencing,  etc.,  was 
$3,E86.90.  There  was  also  expended  for  the  working  of  the 
road  from  Court  to  Lothrop  Street  $322.57,  and  $32.75  for  sur« 
veys  and  plans  for  new  roads,  for  which  petitions  had  been  pre- 
sented and  were  pending  action  by  the  Selectmen. 

Petitions  have  been  presented  for  the  laying  out  of  town 
ways  from  Court  to  Water  Streets,  South  to  Mount  Pleasant 
Street,  and  from  Warren  Street,  across  Eel  Pviver,  to  the  Beach, 
oh  which  hearings  have  been  granted. 

The  most  important,  considering  the  outlay  required,  was  the 
petition  for  a  road  from  Court  to  Water  Street.  A  hearing  was 
had  in  December,  1883.  The  laying  out  was  not  urged  by  the 
petitioners  on  the  grounds  which  the  law  recognizes  as  justifi- 
cation for  taking  private  property  for  public  purposes  (viz :  that 
the  rmblic  necessity  and  convenience  require  it),  but  on  the 
grounds  that  the  land  through  which  the  road  would  pass  was 
needed  for  building  purposes,  and  that  the  road,  if  laid  out, 
would  improve  and  beautify  that  section  of  the  Town.  No  gen- 
eral demand  for  the  road  presented  itself.  The  Selectmen,  after 
carefully  considering  the  matter,  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
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that  they  were  not  warranted  in  taking  private  property  invol- 
ving so  large  an  expenditure  for  such  purposes ;  that  the  road 
was  neither  demanded  on  the  grounds  of  public  necessity  or 
convenience ;  that  it  would  impose  a  burden  on  the  Town  at  a 
time  when  large  expenditures  were  being  incurred  on  account  on 
enlargement  and  building  of  school-houses,  and  when  the  Town 
could  least  afford  it,  and  with  no  probability  that  conditions 
would  be  less  favorable  for  laying  out  the  road  at  some  future 
time,  if  needed,  and  for  these  reasons  rejected  the  petition.  The 
petition  was  carried  on  appeal  to  the  County  Commissioners, 
who  have  laid  out  the  road,  and  served  notice  on  the  Town  to 
work  the  same  within  the  present  year.  The  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Town  for  its  action  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  laying  out  of  a  town  way  from  South  to  Sandwich  Street 
was  a  condition  in  the  purchase  of  the  school-house  lot,  and 
becomes  a  necessity,  not  only  to  the  children  attending  the 
schools,  but  to  the  occupants  of  several  houses  lately  built  upon 
a  way  already  laid  out,  which  will  form  a  connection  with  the 
new  road  and  Mount  Pleasant  Street.  The  laying  out  will  be 
reported  to  the  Town  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  Selectmen  have  deferred  action  on  the  petition  for  a  town 
way  from  Warren  Street  to  the  Beach,  as  the  project  now  be- 
fore the  Town  involve  more  than  can  wisely  be  assumed  the 
present  year. 

An  appropriation  for  unfinished  work  on  new  roads  will  re- 
quire the  sum  of  $1,000,  which  is  recommended. 
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WATER  WORKS. 
Cb. 

Jan.  1,  1884— 

By  balance  from  old  account    . .    $93  53 

By  receipts  from  water  rents,  labor  and  materials  .    13,842  13 

$13,935  66 


Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884   12,917  82 

Undrawn   $1,017  84 

The  amount  to  the  credit  of  this  account  shows  a  gain  over 
last  year  of  $924.29,  and  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account 
of  $1,017.82,  which,  under  a  vote  of  the  Town,  will  be  appro- 
priated to  the  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund.  Since  the  Fund  was 
created  in  1876,  the  net  receipts  from  Water  Works  contributed 
to  it  has  been  $1,759.43,  the  last  payment  of  which,  $1,000,  was 
received  in  1880,  since  which  time  the  income  has  not  exceeded 
the  expenditures,  so  that  no  additions  have  been  made  to  it  ex- 
cept from  the  accumulations  and  21  4-5  shares  of  Central  Mas- 
sachusetts Railroad  Preferred  Stock,  valued  at  $261.60,  which 
were  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset 
Railroad  Sinking  Fund  as  the  balance  of  an  investment  in  the 
bonds  of  that  road,  which  had  depreciated  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  retain  them  and  turn  over  to 
the  Sinking  Fund  until  the  completion  of  the  road,  when  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  appreciate  in  value  and  be  available  to 
meet  the  loan  maturing  in  1890.  'The  first  loan,  issued  in  June, 
1855,  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  the  Water  Works,  will 
become  due  June  1  of  the  present  year.  The  loan  incurred  on 
account  of  Puniping  Station  was  a  temporary  loan  for  ten  years, 
and  will  become  due  in  1890.    The  Selectmen,  in  making  pro- 
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vision  for  these  loans  at  maturity,  recommend  to  the  Town  thai; 
the  loan  of  $12,000  be  provided  for  by  setting  apart  the  present 
Sinking  Fund,  which,  with  the  balance  available  from  the  in- 
come of  Water  Works  the  past  year,  now  amounts  to  $3,694.37 ; 
that  the  sum  of  $2,000  annually,  for  the  years  1886  to  1889,  in- 
clusive, be  taken  from  the  income  of  Water  Works  and  added 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  which,  with  the  accumulations,  will  amply 
provide  for  the  loan  at  maturity.  To  provide  for  the  loan  of 
$70,000  becoming  due  the  present  year,  it  is  recommended  that 
bonds  of  the  Town  be  issued,  payable  in  thirty  years,  such  pro- 
portion of  the  bonds  becoming  due  in  1890  and  each  year  there- 
after as  will  retire  the  loan  at  maturity.  By  making  these  pro- 
visions the  requirements  of  the  law  can  be  complied  with  with- 
out imposing  any  direct  tax,  as,  with  the  refunding  of  the  debt, 
which  it  is  reasonable  to  anticipate  can  be  funded  at  a  rate  not 
exceeding  four  per  cent.,  the  annual  saving  in  interest  charges 
will  nearly  provide  for  the  requirements  of  the  sinking  fund  un- 
til 1890.  The  amount  thereafter  to  be  applied  in  payment  of 
maturing  bonds  will  require  $2,500  annually  for  the  succeeding 
ten  years  until  1900,  and  $3,000  annually  thereafter,  which  will 
retire  the  loan  at  its  maturity  in  1915. 

The  interest  account  will  be  diminishing  annually  in  the  sum 
of  $100  with  the  payment  of  the  maturing  bonds,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  ten  years  will  more  than  provide  for  the  additional 
sum  of  $500  falling  due  after  that  time.  The  interest  charge  at 
the  expiration  of  the  first  ten  years,  or  in  the  year  1900,  on  a 
basis  of  four  per  cent,  on  the  outstanding  loan,  will  be  $1,800 
annually,  and  decreasing  thereafter  $120  each  year,  against  an 
interest  charge  of  $4,200  on  the  present  loan. 

By  computing  the  interest  on  the  loan  as  estimated  by  the 
Selectmen,  the  interest  paid  by  the  Town  on  the  entire  loan  at 
maturity  would  amount  to  $49,100,  while  the  interest  on  the 
oan,  if  continued  for  thirty  years  at  the  present  rate,  would 
mount  to  $121,800,  a  saving  of  $72,700,  which,  it  will  be  seen, 
3 
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will  more  than  provide  for  its  payment.  The  loan  becoming 
due  this  year  was  issued  under  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature, 
with  no  requirement  for  establishing  a  sinking  fund  except  from 
the  surplus  net  income  after  payment  of  interest  charges  and 
expenses  of  distribution  and  repairs.  Since  that  time  a  general 
law  has  been  enacted  requiring  the  establiahment  of  a  sinking 
fund,  and  limiting  indebtedness  for  certain  purposes  within 
specified  limits,  which  in  general  terms  will  require  the  Town, 

in  issuing  a  new  loan,  to  comply  with. 

A  petitien  has  been  presented  to  the  Legislature,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  of  the  Selectmen,  for  authority 
to  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  law  applicable  to 
towns  and  cities  for  incurring  loans,  or  renewing  maturing  loans, 
with  the  condition  that  in  lieu  of  a  sinking  fund  such  portion  of 
the  debt  may  be  retired  each  year,  commencing  in  1890,  as  will 
provide  for  the  debt  at  maturity,  and  will  without  doubt  be 
granted,  thereby  giving  to  the  Town  the  opportunity  to  adopt 
the  recommendations  of  the  Selectmen,  or  make  such  other  pro- 
vision for  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  establishing 
a  sinking  fund  as  they  may  deem  for  the  interest  of  the  Town. 
In  counting  upon  an  income  from  the  Works,  which  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  recommendation  made  by  the  Selectmen,  their  cal- 
culations are  based  upon  the  probable  receipts  from  Water 
Works  as  increasing  from  the  present  basis.  The  income  from 
the  Works  the  last  year,  in  case  only  the  interest  and  expenses 
of  management  and  repairs  were  charged  in  the  account,  would 
have  left  a  balance  of  about  $3,000,  as  some  $2,000  has  been 
expended  for  extensions  and  exceptional  expenses  during  the 
year. 

Separating  these  items  from  the  account,  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  doubt  that  the  net  income  will  provide  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  sinking  fund,  and  leave  a  balance  to  meet 
moderate  requirements  for  extensions. 

Eeference  to  the  full  report  of  the  Commissioners  will  give 
the  operations  and  detailed  expenditures  for  the  year. 
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CONTINGENT. 


Ob. 

By  appropriations   $3,100  00 

By  balance  of  old  account   862  31 

By  cash  from — 

H.  W.  Coffin,  sewer  right   25  00 

J.  F.  Whiting,  sewer  right   25  00 

Estate  of  William  Bartlett,  sewer  right    25  00 

Charles  P.  Hatch,  sewer  right   25  00 

Lewis  Eddy,  sewer  right   25  00 

E.  W.  Bradford,  sewer  right   10  00 

Ozen  Bates,  sewer  right     10  00 

George  Shaw,  sewer  right    10  00 

Estate  of  B.  H.  Holmes,  sewer  right    10  00 

Sale  of  old  buildings,  School  Street   18  00 

Sale  of  check  list     50 

Collector's  tax  sales   71  25 

Eleanor  Kendrick,  sewer  right   25  00 

$4,242  06 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payment  for  fire  in  the  woods    $134  00 

To  legal  expenses    265  44 

To  return  of  births   39  00 

To  return  of  deaths   34  50 

To  sewer  extensions   197  89 

To  Town  Clerk  for  services    164  40 

To  printing  town  reports   254  25 

To  bills  for  printing   153  00 

To  coal  for  Town  House    51  00 


Amounts  carried  forward 


$1,293  48  $4,242  06 
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Amounts  brought  forward   $1,293  48  $4,242  06 

To  Post  Office  bill  for  envelopes,  stamps 

and  stationery . ,   71  15 

To  Town  Forester   41  05 

To  repairs  on  Town  House,  including 

new  safe   1,026  05 

To  Moderator  town  meetings   10  00 

To  services  of  Selectmen   628  71 

To  Galen  Holmes,  land  rent  for  Pound. .  1  00 
To  C.  H.  Paine,  surveying  line  between 

Kingston  and  Plymouth.   .   25  00 

To  cleaning  Town  House    18  48 

To  land  purchased  from  heirs  of  Ephraim 
Holmes  and  Thankful  Tribble, 

below  Carver  Street   100  00 

To  Grand  Army  for  Decoration  Day   125  00 

To  Boston  Directory   5  00 

To  carriage  hire  for  Inland  Fishery  Com- 
mittee   13  00 

To  stone  bounds  and  setting   37  82 

To  repairs  on  town  clock    2  00 

To  Ellis  Benson  for  care  of  town  clock . .  25  00 

To  repairs  on  drinking  fountains   5  05 

To  repairs  on  stand  pipes  ...    2  14 

To  memorial  tablet,  Coles'  Hill   100  00 

To  repairs  on  fence  on  Hospital  lot  .  5  00 

To  ringing  bells   5  50 

To  police  badges   ]  2  71 

To  repairs  on  town  bell  and  frame    23  04 

To  rent  of  halls  for  town  meetings   90  00 

To  registration  book   2  75 

To  painting  ience,  Coles\Hill   4  00 

Amounts  carried  forward.   $3,672  93  $4,242  0Q 
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Amounts  brought  forward   $3,672  93  $4,242  06 

To  expenses  on  ballot  box   1  61 

To  Collector's  tax  sales  refunded   66  21 

To  mounting  votiug  lists                        .  8  00 

To  County  History  ,   12  50 

To  ballot  box  platform   5  61 

To  posting  notices  ,   3  25 

To  J.  Atwood,  services   28  00 

To  C.  H.  Paine,  surveying  streets,  and 

plans   101  25 

To  Weston's  Express  bill   6  95 

To  carriage  hire  for  Selectmen   12  75 

To  painting  sign  boards   7  50 

To  Water  Works,  labor  on  fountains,  &c .  6  00 

To  services  Board  of  [Registration   100  00 

To  filling  stable  lot,  School  Street   25  00 

To  sundries   11  05 

  4,068  61 

Undrawn   $173  45 

The  expenditures  under  this  account  are  unusually  large, 


owing  to  the  fitting  up  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Town  Hall  for 
offices,  and  constructing  a  new  safe. 

The  purchase  of  land  from  heirs  of  E.  Holmes  and  others 
below  Carver  Street,  comprises  the  land  below  the  wall  on  the 
street  line  to  the  wall  below,  and  was  purchased  to  protect  the 
wall  by  keeping  up  the  embankment,  as  it  was  found  to  be 
cheaper  than  to  deepen  the  foundation  of  the  wall  in  the  loose 
material  which  composed  the  bank.  The  expenditures  have, 
however,  been  keep  within  the  appropriation. 

With  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  an  appropria- 
tion of  $3,000  will  be  required  for  the  current  year,  and  is 
recommended, 
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SCHOOLS. 


Dr. 


To  payments  in  1884 


$22,580  69 


Ob. 


By  appropriation  

By  school  fund   

By  C.  E.  Barnes,  refunded  

By  cash  from  sale  of  school  books 
By  interest  from  Murdock  Fund . . 


$21,100  00 


235  19 
6  75 
607  28 
18  25 


21,967  47 


Overdrawn 


$613  22 


The  expenditures  for  schools,  as  compared  with  last  year, 
show  an  increased  net  expenditure  of  $669.38,  the  expenditure 
for  1884,  less  the  amount  received  from  sale  of  school  books, 
being  $21,973.41,  against  $21,304.03  in  1883.  The  deficiency  in 
the  account  is  explained  by  the  operation  of  the  law  which  went 
into  effect  in  August  of  last  year,  whereby  the  Town  is  com- 
pelled to  povide  books  and  supplies  free  to  the  public  schools. 
The  cost  to  the  Town  for  the  present  year  has  exceeded  the 
estimates  to  an  amount  equalling  the  deficiency  in  the  account. 
The  loss  of  one  half  the  dog  fund  transferred  to  the  Public 
Library,  which  last  year  amounted  to  $303.70,  will  require  in- 
creased appropriation  to  provide  for  it. 

There  seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the  demands  for  additional 
school  accommodations,  and  correspondingly  increased  expen- 
ditures to  provide  for  them.  The  School  Committee  estimate 
that  an  appropriation  of  $22,000  will  be  required  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  for  the  year,  and  $2,000  additional  for  school 
books  and  supplies. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  appropriation  can  be  reduced 
under  the  present  system  of  conducting  the  schools. 
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POOR. 
Cr. 

By  balance  of  old  account   $393  92 

By  appropriation   6,500  00 

By  reimbursements    1,223  10 

By  one  half  interest  from  Murdock  Fund  .    18  25 

$8,135  27 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884   7,710  35 

Undrawn   $424  92 


The  net  .expenditure  on  account  of  poor  is  $6,469.00,  against 
$6,598.22  last  year. 
An  appropriation  of  $6,500  is  asked  for  and  recommended. 


INSANE  POOR. 

  $1,966  80 

$357  87 

1,250  00 

258  27 
 1,866  14 

Overdrawn  .   $100  66 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  hospitals  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  was  nine.  Three  have  since  been  admitted 
and  one  died,  making  the  present  number  eleven. 

The  Overseers  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $1,600,  which  is 
recommended. 


Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884  

Cr. 

By  reimbursements  

By  appropriation  

By  balance  from  old  account .... 
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VINE  HILLS  CEMETERY. 


Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account.   $515  84 

By  sale  of  lots  in  1884   390  79 

$906  63 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884   453  13 

Undrawn    $453  50 


There  has  been  sold  during  the  year  twenty-five  lots,  from 
which  has  been  received  $333.79,  and  $57.00  for  lots  sold  in 
previous  years,  in  all  $390.79. 

There  is  due  for  two  lots  sold,  but  not  paid  for,  $26.50. 


LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 


Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $91  58 

By  appropriation   1,250  00 

By  reimbursements  —   20  50 

$1,362  08 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884   1,339  81 

Undrawn   $22  27 


There  have  been  two  gas  lights  added  the  present  year,  one 
each  on  Middle  and  Samoset  Streets,  making  the  present  num- 
ber fifty-two. 

There  are  also  fourteen  lamps,  either  burning  oil  or  illumi- 
nating gas.    An  appropriation  of  $1,400  is  recommended. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $3,185  69 

By  reimbursements   4  06 

13,189  75 

Jan.  1, 1884.  Dr. 

To  balance  from  old  account   $185  69 

To  payments  in  1884   2,953  20 

  3,138  89 

Undrawn     $50  86 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 
Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $0  70 

By  appropriation   500  00 

$500  70 

Dr. 

To  paid  Collector,  collecting  $6,529.05 

back  taxes,  at  1  per  cent   $65  29 

Salary   500  00 

$565  29 

Less  1  per  cent,  on  $8,758.56,  uncollected        87  58 

  477  71 

Undrawn   $22  99 
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WATCH  AND  POLICE. 
Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $44  49 

By  appropriation   1,200  00 

$1,244  49 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1884   1,253  52 

Overdrawn   . .    $9  03 


WARREN  FUND. 
Dec.  31,  1884.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $1,068  14 

By  interest   50  00 

$1,118  14 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1884   22  58 

Undrawn   $1,095  56 


ABATEMENTS. 
Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $2,208  84 

By  overlay,  1884     836  49 

$3,045  33 

Dr. 

To  payments  to  Sinking  Fund   $1,078  81 


1,790  06 


Undrawn 


$1,255  27 
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ASSESSORS. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   ....      $850  00 

By  appropriation  for  deficiency   150  74 

$1,000  74 

Dr. 

To  balance  old  account   $150  74 

To  payments,  1884    782  78 

  933  52 

Undrawn   $67  22 


DUXBUBY    &     C  OH  AS  SET   RAILBOAD  SINKING 

FUND. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation ....    $1,500  00 

Dr. 

Jan.  1, 1884.    To  payment  to  Trustees   $1,500  00 


FRESH  BROOK. 
Cr. 

Jan.  1,  1884.    By  balance  from  old  account   $10  71 

By  sale  of  Brook    16  50 

$27  21 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1884     15  30 

Undrawn  ...........   $11  91 
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BURIAL  HILL. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $250  00 

By  transfer  from  Warren  Fund   16  68 

$266  68 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1884   $266  68 


TREASURER. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $600  00 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1884   $600  00 


SEXTON. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $125  00 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1884   $125  00 


TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 
Cr. 

By  balance  old  account ....    $649  59 

By  interest   .         26  42 

TJndrawn  balance. .  ,     $676  01 
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NEW  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 


Dr. 

To  payments,  1884   $8,288  54 


BURIAL  HILL  ENLARGEMENT. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation    $1,700  00 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1884  ...    $1,700  00 


MARKET  STREET  WIDENING. 
Cr. 

By.  appropriation   $2,000  00 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1884    $2,000  00 


MURDOCK  FUND. 
Cr. 

By  fund  re-established     ...      $730  00 

By  interest   36  50 

$766  50 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  Poor  account    $18  25 

To  payment  to  Schools   18  25 

  36  50 

Balance  , . ,  ,   $730  00 
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GUIDE  BOARDS. 

The  Guide  Boards  of  the  Town  are  reported  in  good  con- 
dition. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Schools   $22,000  00 

School  books  and  supplies   2,000  00 

Town  debt   3,200  00 

Koads  and  bridges   9,500  00 

Fire  Department   3,000  00 

Watch  and  police   1,260  00 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House     1,100  00 

Insane  Poor   1,600  00 

New  roads    1,000  00 

Contingent   3,000  00 

Poor   6,500  00 

Assessors   800  00 

Buriai  Hill   200  00 

Collector  of  Taxes    500  00 

Treasurer   600  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohassset  Eailroad  Sinking  Fund    1,500  00 

Sexton  . ,  .   125  00 

$58,285  00 

j. 

I 
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Deficiencies. 

Schools   $613  22 

Koads  and  bridges   153  11 

Indigent  soldiers  aid   500  15 

Insane  Poor   100  66 

New  roads  .  ...  742  22 

New  School-house   8,288  54 

  10,397  90 

$68,682  90 


The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated 

is  estimated  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax   $5,000  00 

Bank  tax   2,500  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   300  00 

  7,800  00 

$60,882  90 

Leaving  the  sum  of  $60,882.90,  which  it  is  recommended  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  being 
$10,100.39  more  than  was  recommended  last  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  ] 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN,  |  Selectmen 
W.  B.  STANDISH,  )-  of 

L.  T.  ROBBINS,  |  Plymouth. 

JOHN  CHURCHILL,  J 

Plymouth,  Feb.  10,  1885. 
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VALUATION. 


Eeal  estate   $3,103,625  00 

Personal  property   1,481,025  00 

Total  valuation   $4,584,650  00 

Gain  in  real  estate   $70,550 

Loss  in  personal  property   20,429 

Number  of  polls,  1858. 


Number  of  polls,  women,  14. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Rate  of  taxation,  $13.60. 

Number  of  horses,  545. 

Number  of  cows,  453. 

Number  of  sheep,  85. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,233. 

Number  of  acres  land  taxed,  50,700. 


33 


ABSTRACT  OF  RECORDS  FOR  1884. 


Voted — That  the  Selectmen  now  and  hereafter  elected  be  in- 
structed to  make  such  regulations  in  relation  to  the  taking  of 
shell  fish  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  under  Section  68,  Chap- 
ter 91,  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Voted — That  the  Trustees  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Rail- 
road Sinking  Fund  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  con- 
vert the  securities  now  held  by  them  belonging  to  said  Fund, 
with  the  exception  of  the  securities  of  the  Massachusetts  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company,  into  cash,  and  pay  over  the  same  to 
the  Town  Treasurer,  to  be  used  by  him  to  provide  for  payment 
of  the  loan  becoming  due  April  1,  1884,  and  to  pass  over  the 
securities  of  the  Massachusetts  Central  Railroad  Company  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  applied 
by  them  to  the  redemption  of  the  Water  Loan  becoming  due 
June  1,  1885. 

Voted — That  no  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  Town.    Yeas  213,  nays  226. 

Voted — That  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  give  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library  six  months  notice  to  quit,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  vote  of  the  Town  granting  the 
occupancy  of  the  Town  Hall  for  said  Library. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  have  authority  to  alter  said  hall 
by  the  construction  of  such  rooms  for  Town  officers  as  they 
think  best,  and  furnish  the  same  and  also  provide  a  suitable 
safe  or  safes. 

Voted — That  the  Town  grant  to  the  Public  Library  the  whole 
of  the  dog  fund  for  the  year  1883,  now  in  the  Treasury,  to 
wit:  $587.57,  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $112.43  for  the  main- 
tenance of  said  Library. 
5 
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Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  expend  $1,200  of 
the  appropriation  for  roads  and  bridges  in  the  construction  of 
sidewalks  and  stone  crossings,  and  that  one  half  of  said  sum  be 
expended  south  of  Town  Brook. 

Voted — That  $200  be  added  to  the  appropriation  for  roads, 
and  that  the  Selectmen  be  requested  to  expend  the  same  for 
crossings  and  improvements  of  sidewalks  on  Cushman  and 
Allerton  Streets,  for  the  convenience  of  travel  to  and  from  the 
Pilgrim  National  Monument  and  Grounds. 

Voted — That  $600  be  appropriated  to  meet  the  demand  for 
text  books  and  school  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Voted — That  the  School  Committee  be  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  purchase  some  large  open  lot,  with  convenient  rights 
of  way,  to  erect  a  building,  at  some  convenient  place,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  for  land  and  building  $7,500,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Grammar  School  and  the  two  Primary  Schools  now 
in  the  High  Sohool-house,. provided  that  said  building  shall  be 
erected  south  of  South  Green  Street,  if  a  convenient  lot  can 
there  be  obtained. 

Voted — That  the  old  stable  lot  and  buildings  on  School  Street, 
belonging  to  the  Trustees  of  Z.  F.  Leach,  be  purchased  by  the 
Selectmen  for  the  Town  for  enlargement  of  Burial  Hill,  and  the 
sum  of  $1,700  is  hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  sell  the  buildings  on  the 
lot  on  the  most  favorable  terms  and  provide  for  the  early  re- 
moval of  the  same. 

Voted— That  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  re-establish 
the  principal  of  the  fund  given  by  John  Murdock  in  1757,  to  the 
Town  of  Plymouth,  by  crediting  the  same  on  the  books  of  the 
Town,  and  annually  pay  over  the  interest  on  the  same  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  trust. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen— William  H.  Nelson,  John  Churchill,  Everett  F. 
Sherman,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Winslow  B.  Standish. 

Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie. 

Town  Treasurer— Curtis  Davie. 

Collector  of  Taxes— John  Churchill. 

Assessors — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  Henry  Whit- 
ing. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Charles  P.  Hatch,  elected  March  3, 
1884 ;  George  H.  Jackson,  elected  March  5,  1883  ;  John 
Churchill,  elected  March  20,  1882. 

Sexton— Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners — Samuel  H.  Doten,  Horace  P.  Bailey, 
elected  March  3,  1884  ;  Charles  0.  Churchill,  elected  March  5, 
1883  ;  Everett  F.  Sherman,  Nathaniel  Morton,  elected  March 
20,  1882. 

School  Committee — George  A.  Tewksbury,  George  F.  Wes- 
ton, elected  March  3,  1884 ;  James  D.  Thurber,  Charles  I. 
Litchfield,  elected  March  5,  1883  ;  Frederick  N.  Knapp, 
Nathaniel  Morton,  elected  March  20,  1882. 

Superintendent  of  Schools— Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee — Joseph  F.  Towns,  Jesse  B, 
Atwood,  Augustus  Bobbins. 


36 


Constables— John  Atwood,  James  B.  Collingwood,  Barnabas 
Hedge,  William  E.  Baker,  Joseph  W.  Hunting,  Martin  J.  Hun- 
ting. 

Burial  Hill  Committee— Selectmen. 

Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund — 
John  J.  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber — Leavitt  T.  Bobbins, 
Edward  B.  Atwood,  Cornelius  C.  Holmes,  Nathaniel  Brown. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Christopher  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee— Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highways — Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers —Joseph  F.  Towns, 
Nathan  B.  Perry,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen  R.  Holmes. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 
Collector  of  Water  Rates— Josiah  A.  Robbins. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods— William  T.  Davis,  Joseph 
F.  Towns,  Benjamin  Ward,  Horatio  Wright,  Martin  V.  B. 
Douglass,  Henry  Whiting,  Nathaniel  Ellis,  Nathaniel  Clark, 
Gustavus  G.  Sampson,  David  Clark,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Solomon 
F.  Webquish,  Nehemiah  L.  Savery,  George  R.  Briggs,  Nathaniel 
Brown. 

Pound  Keepers— Oliver  T.  Wood,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen 
R.  Holmes. 

Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund— William  H.  Nelson,  George  G. 
Dyer,  William  T.  Davis. 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries  —Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
David  H.  Gilbert,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Board  of  Engineers  Fire  Department — Horace  P.  Bailey,  Y. 
B.  Holmes,  Peleg  S.  Burgess,  William  E.  Churchill,  Albert  E, 
Davis. 
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TOWN  MEETING. 


Copy  of  Articles  in  the  Warrant  for  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing, March  2,  1885  : 

Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Article  2.    To  choose  all  necessary  Town  officers. 

Article  3.  To  choose  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries 
in  Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  Kivers,  and  take  such  other 
action  relating  to  the  same  as  the  Town  may  deem  expedient. 

Article  4.  To  choose  two  Water  Commissioners  to  serve 
for  three  years. 

Article  5.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and 
Committees  of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  6.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  jurors  prepared  by 
the  Selectmen. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  an- 
ticipation of  taxes,  and  for  disbursements  under  the  provisions 
of  the  laws  relating  to  State  aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  Town  after  January  1,  1886. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector 
of  Taxes  to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes  which  a  Town 
Treasurer,  when  appointed  a  Collector,  may  use. 

Article  9.  To  make  all  necessary  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  raise 
such  sums  of  money  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $125.00  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Decoration  Day. 
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Article  11.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  in  this  Town  ?  Vote  to  be  by  separate  ballot. 
"Yes"  or  "no"  in  answer  to  the  question. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  make  necessary  changes 
in  its  By-laws  concerning  truant  children  and  absentees  from 
school. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  refund  to  Gamaliel 
Thomas  the  sum  of  $43.11  for  taxes  wrongfully  assessed. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  renew  the  Water  Loan  becoming  due  June  1,  1885,  on 
such  terms  and  for  such  time  as  they  may  deem  for  the  interest 
of  the  Town,  and  provide  at  the  time  of  the  issue  of  said  bonds 
for  the  annual  proportional  payments,  beginning  in  1890,  as 
will  retire  the  loan  at  maturity. 

Article  15.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  on  the 
order  of  notice  served  on  the  Town  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners for  the  working  of  a  Town-way  from  Court  to  Water 
Street. 

Article  16.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  aid 
of  the  Public  Library. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  thj  Town  will  accept  the  laying  out 
of  a  Town-way  from  South  to  Sandwich  and  Mount  Pleasant 
Streets ;  also  the  widening  of  Carver  Street  as  made  by  the 
Selectmen. 

Article  18.  To  see  what  action,  if  any,  the  Town  will  take 
to  ascertain  its  rights  in  Thomas  Alley,  so-called. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  quit  claim  to  a  piece  of  land  on  the  westerly  side  of  the 
Arch  Bridge  over  Town  Brook. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  sell  and  convey  a  piece  of  land  situated  on  the  westerly 
side  of  the  highway  to  Chiltonville,  purchased  of  W.  P.  Bipley 
in  1819,  adjoining  the  land  of  John  Finney. 
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REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31s*,  1884. 


The  receipts  for  the  year  are — 

From  water  rates   $12,806  51 

For  labor  and  materials,  service  pipe  account  ....        690  73 

Total  ordinary  income   $13,497  24 

The  expenses  for  maintenance  are — 

For  superintending,  collections,  labor 

and  materials   $2,626  70 

For  Pumping  Station  expenses   2,078  46 

For  interest  on  Water  Works  loan   5,280  00 

For  interest  on  steam  pump  loan   570  00 

  10,555  16 


Income  in  excess  of  expenses  of  maintenance  $2,942  08 
Payments  have  been  made  from  the  income  for  pipe  exten- 
sions, with  other  expenses  properly  chargeable  to  construction 
account,  amounting  to  $1,867.79,  which  sum,  together  with  $150 
paid  Mr.  Thomas  Atwood  in  settlement  of  his  claim  for  per- 
sonal injuries  caused  by  defect  in  service  pipe  trench  on  Cush- 
man  Street,  leaves  $924.29  to  be  added  to  the  sinking  fund. 
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The  extensions  oi  distribution  pipe  have  been  more  than 
usual,  the  number  of  feet  laid  amounting  to  3,499.    The  streets 
on  which  the  pipe  is  laid  are  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent. 

The  length  of  pipe  of  sizes  from  two  to  twenty  inches  is 
twenty-one  and  one  fifth  miles,  and  they  appear  to  be  in  good 
condition. 

Stone  was  procured  for  laying  a  wall  between  Great  and  Little 
South  Pond,  but  the  unusual  height  of  the  water  in  the  canal 
prevented  the  work  being  done,  and  the  wall  will  be  built  the 
coming  season. 


PUMPING  WORKS. 

The  report  of  Mr.  H.  F.  Gibbs,  the  Engineer,  states  that  the 
buildings  and  engine  are  in  good  condition,  and  few  repairs  have 
been  required  through  the  year.  A  new  feed  pump  has  been 
procured  and  is  run  at  much  less  cost  than  the  old  one. 

Since  June  1,  the  Engineer  has  used  Cumberland  instead  of 
hard  coal,  and  he  estimates  the  saving  during  the  seven  months 
at  $168.44,  this  quality  of  coal  being  of  less  price  and  showing 
reduced  consumption  for  the  same  duty. 

The  pumping  machine  and  boiler  have  been  in  daily  opera- 
tion for  five  years,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Inspectors  "that 
one  boiler  should  not  be  relied  upon  where  daily  use  is  re- 
quired, and  that  a  new  boiler  should  be  procured,"  as  the  pres- 
ent boiler,  although  apparently  sound,  is  liable  to  show  a  defect 
that  would  require  some  days  to  repair. 

The  quantity  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  amounts  to 
178,875,158  gallons,  and  is  in  excess  of  the  quantity  last  year 
by  1,795,205  gallons. 

The  Engineer  has  shown  the  usual  ability  and  efficiency,  and 
his  services  are  very  satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners. 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT. 

The  Collector  of  water  assessments  reports  the  transactions 
for  the  year  as  follows,  viz. : 

Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1884,  on  water  rates.  $90  93 

Balance  due  Jan.  1, 1884,  on  service  pipe 

account      24  43 

Water  rates  for  1884,  charged   13,038  20 

Service  pipe  account  for  1884,  charged . .  723  65 

Materials  and  labor,  F.F.  Emery,  charged       344  89 

 $14,222  10 

The  collections  are — 

On  water  rates  account  $12,806  51 

On  service  pipe  account   690  73 

From  F.  F.  Emery's  account   344  89 

Uncollected  balance,  water  rates  account.       108  93 

Uncollected  balance,  service  pipe  account         57  35 

Abatement  for  the  year   213  69 

 $14,222  10 

There  should  be  credited  the  Water  Works,  in  addition  to  the 
above  income,  for  public  uses  a  sum  not  less  than  $1,500,  this 
sum  being  the  estimate  made  by  the  Water  Board  of  1881  for 
water  facilities  furnished  for  use  of  Fire  Department,  sprinkling 
streets,  school-houses  and  other  town  property.  The  report 
for  that  year  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  extensive 
manufacturing  had  been  introduced,  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Town,  the  small  charge  for  water  supply  being  the  principal  in- 
ducement to  their  location.  The  report  for  the  year  1882  also 
calls  the  attention  of  the  Town  to  the  same  subject,  estimating 
in  detail  the  amount  that  should  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
Water  Works,  the  total  sum  being  $2,013.00. 

As  now  conducted,  the  water  takers  contribute  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  several  departments  named.  The  present  system 
of  levying  a  special  tax  by  a  tariff  of  water  rates,  to  meet  ex- 
6 
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penses  of  maintenance,  interest,  and  ultimate  cancelling  of  the 
debt  contracted  for  construction  of  the  Works,  has  been  so  long 
in  use  that  it  may  pass  unquestioned,  but  to  add  to  this  burden 
expenses  that  should  be  borne,  and  for  which  provision  is  made 
by  legal  enactment,  by  a  property  tax,  is  clearly  unjust  to  those 
who  may  willingly  assent  to  payment  of  rates  adjusted  for  the 
purpose  of  extinguishing  the  Water  Works  debt,  in  expectation 
that  when  that  object  is  accomplished  a  relief  may  be  found  in 
a  large  reduction  of  the  present  tariff. 

A  large  and  increasing  number  of  water  takers  of  the  high 
service,  who  only  obtain  their  supply  during  the  twelve  hours 
daily  pumping,  have  borne  this  inconvenience,  looking  for  relief 
by  the  construction  of  a  high  service  reservoir,  and  who  justly 
complain  of  the  delay,  and  also  of  the  injustice  of  being  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  same  rates  for  their  partial  supply  as  their 
more  fortunately  located  neighbors,  and  it  requires  but  little 
foresight  to  realize  that,  should  the  earnings  of  the  Works  that 
are  now  withheld  be  justly  applied,  the  expense  of  furnisbing 
the  high  service  with  a  permanent  supply  could  be  met  from 
five  or  six  years  of  such  additional  income. 

The  Works  have  been  in  operation  nearly  thirty  years,  the 
water  from  South  Pond  having  been  turned  into  the  pipe  for 
supplying  the  Town  November  5,  1855. 

A  large  portion  of  the  loan  obtained  for  construction  of  the 
works  falls  due  in  June,  1885,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  the 
present  financial  condition  will  be  further  improved,  by  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  rate  of  interest,  by  the  contemplated  loan  for  meet- 
ing the  maturing  debt,  and  the  present  is  a  fitting  time  to  favor- 
ably consider  a  proposition  for  perfecting  the  system  by  secur- 
ing a  storage  supply  of  water  sufficient  to  meet  all  emergencies. 
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ORDINARY  EXPENSES. 


Paid- 
Superintendent    $600  00 

Collector,  water  rates   345  96 

Service  pipe,  plumbing  and  furnishings   186  70 

Express     14  95 

Canvass,  white  lead  and  oil   45  18 

Lumber  and  faucet  boxes  '.  36  86 

Printing   42  75 

Stationery  and  postage  ,    5  18 

Fuel  and  gas  bills   27  33 

Kepairs  on  reservoir  fence   13  75 

Marline   24  36 

Rubber  goods     6  00 

Concrete  walk   19  73 

Iron  tops  to  valve  and  faucet  boxes   74  20 

Blacksmith  bills   19  98 

Teaming  and  carriage  hire   220  50 

Painting  roof  of  workshop   8  93 

Street  washers   7  60 

Labor  bills    926  74 

Interest  on  water  loan   5,280  00 

$7,906  70 


PUMPING  STATION  EXPENSES. 

Paid- 
Engineer's  salary   $700  00 

Extra  pumping,  fifty-two  Sundays,  at  $2.00   104  00 

Coal  i   940  71 

Wood   6  25 

Amount  carried  foroiard.   $1,750  1,6 
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Amount  brought  forward   $1,750  96 

Machine  oil   42  38 

Illuminating  oil   18  50 

Blake  feed  pump,  piping  and  furnishings   106  34 

Machine  work   22  45 

Boiler  insurance  and  inspection   25  00 

Packing   25  10 

Bepairs  on  furnace,  and  new  grate    27  76 

Copper  strainer   9  32 

Soda   4  65 

Labor  trimming  coal  in  shed   6  00 

Two  years'  use  of  telephone  '   40  00 

Interest  on  pump  loan   570  00 

$2,648  46 


EXTENSION  AND  CONSTRUCTION  EXPENSES. 


Paid- 
Wrought  iron  pipes   $362  91 

Cement    217  74 

Yalves  for  main  pipe   161  20 

Freight  and  express     68  65 

Teaming  and  carriage  hire   68  75 

Labor  .  820  08 

Stone  for  canal  at  South  Pond   460  00 

Pipe  jelaid  on  Carver  Street   53  35 

$2,212  68 
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SUMMARY. 

Received — 

On  water  rates  account  $12,806  51 

On  service  and  labor  account   690  73 

Of  F.  F,  Emery   344  89 

 $13,842  13 

Paid- 
Ordinary  expenses   $2,626  70 

Pumping  expenses   2,078  46 

Interest  on  water  loan   5,280  00 

Interest  on  steam  pump  loan   570  00 

Extension  account    1,867  79 

Pipe  laid  for  F.  F.  Emery   344  89 

Claim  of  T.  Atwood   150  00 

Balance  carried  to  credit  of  Works,  De- 
cember 31   924  29 

 $13,842  13 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  O.  CHURCHILL,  ] 
NATHANIEL  MORTON,  [  Water 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN,      (  Commissioners. 
H.  P.  BAILEY,  J 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


CHAKLES  O.  CHUBC HILL— Term  expires  March,  1886. 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN— Term  expires  March,  1887. 
HORACE  P.  BAILEY— Term  expires  March,  1887. 
NATHANIEL  MORTON— Term  expires  March,  1885. 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN-Term  expires  March,  1885. 


Superintendent — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 
Water  Registrar — Josiah  A.  Robbins. 
Chief  Engineer  at  Pumping  Station — Harrison  F.  Gibbs, 


Superintendent's  office  in  rear  of  Engine  House,  Main  Street. 

Rates  payable  at  Town  Treasurer's  office,  semi-annually,  in 
advance,  May  1  and  November  1. 

Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  examine  bills  and  claims 
against  the  Department,  the  first  Wednesday  Evening  of  each 
month. 

Bills  against  the  Department  must  be  rendered  on  or  before 
the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month,  or  they  will  lie  over  until 
the  following  month. 

Approved  bills  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer  at  Town  House. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Office  of  Superintendent  Water  Works,  ) 
Plymouth,  January  1,  1885.  J 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Water  Works  : 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  eleventh  annual 
report,  showing  briefly  the  operations  of  this  department,  and 
with  pleasure  T  call  your  attention  to  the  increasing  success  of 
the  Works  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1884. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

There  has  been  laid  during  the  year  3,499  feet  of  wrought  iron 
and  cement  pipe,  at  a  total  cost  of  $1,919.87.  Of  this  209  feet 
was  2-inch  pipe,  laid  on  Highland  Street,  between  Davis  and 
Vernon  Streets,  at  a  cost  of  $83.72,  including  the  setting  of  one 
2-inch  gate. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  feet  of  4-inch  pipe 
laid  on  Stafford  Street,  from  South  Street,  at  a  cost  of  $637.53. 

Sixteen  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  on  Water  Street,  and  68  feet 
of  4-inch  laid  on  Chilton  Street,  connected  with  the  pipe  laid 
on  Water  Street  and  continued  up  Chilton  Street,  with  322  feet 
of  3-inch  pipe,  and  connecting  with  the  2-inch  pipe  from  Court 
Street,  at  a  cost  of  $199.58,  including  the  setting  of  one  4-inch 
gate  on  Water  Street  at  junction  of  Chilton  Street. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-four  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  and  49  feet 
of  3-inch  pipe  laid  on  Samoset  Street,  between  Chestnut  Street 
and  house  of  Peter  M.  Nelson,  at  a  cost  of  $105.45. 
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Four  hundred  and  eight  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  from  South 
Street  to  the  new  school-house,  at  a  cost  of  $223.85,  including 
the  setting  of  one  4-inch  gate  on  branch  at  junction  of  South 
Street. 

Three  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  of  2-inch  pipe  laid  on  Mill 
Lane,  between  Market  and  Summer  Streets,  at  a  cost  of  $139.81, 
including  the  setting  of  two  2-inch  gates. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet  of  2-inch  pipe  laid  was  the 
continuation  of  the  pipe  on  Willard  Place,  at  a  cost  of  $111.28, 
including  the  setting  of  one  2-inch  gate  and  extending  31  feet  of 
iron  pipe  to  the  brook  for  a  waste  pipe. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  was  an  extension 
on  Whiting  Street  to  the  house  of  Josiah  Morton,  at  a  cost  of 
$73.76,  including  the  setting  of  one  4-inch  gate. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  was  laid  in 
the  rear  of  F.  F.  Emery's  shoe  factory  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
necting three  stand  pipes  for  fire  purposes  only,  at  a  cost  of 
$344.89,  including  the  setting  of  two  4-inch  gates. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-three  feet  of  the  2-inch  pipe  on  Carver 
Street,  between  Middle  Street  and  B.  Barnes's  house,  have  been 
lowered  to  conform  to  a  change  of  grade  at  a  cost  of  $54.75. 

At  the  last  regular  town  meeting  money  was  appropriated 
for  the  widening  and  grading  of  Carver  Street,  which  should 
have  included  the  expense  of  lowering  the  water  pipes,  but  the 
Road  Department  have  refused  to  compensate  the  Water  De- 
partment for  the  labor  of  lowering  the  water  pipes,  and  also  the 
service  pipes  which  the  Road  Department  exposed  by  the 
change  of  grade. 
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SERVICES. 

There  have  been  49  services  put  in  during  the  year,  at  a  cost 
of  $234.53,  making  a  total  of  1,212  service  pipes  attached  to  the 
main  and  distribution  pipes,  the  street  length  being  24,240  feet. 
There  has  been  seven  leaks  in  the  service  pipes  this  year,  the 
cost  of  repairs  being  $20.92. 


STREET  MAINS. 

The  street  mains  are  in  good  condition.  There  have  been 
more  leaks  in  the  smal]  pipes  than  last  year,  but  only  a  few 
minor  leaks  in  larger  pipes. 

Whole  number  of  leaks  was  46. 

Defective  pipe   27 

Joints     18 

Corporation  blew  off   1 

Total   46 

Of  the  leaks  that  have  occurred 

In  2-inch  pipes                  22    The  cost  of  repairs . .  $94  64 

In  4-inch  pipes                   14    The  cost  of  repairs . .  84  02 

In  6-inch  pipes                    5    The  cost  of  repairs . .  34  31 

In   8-inch  pipes                    3    The  cost  of  repairs . .  18  30 

In  10-inch  pipes                    2    The  cost  of  repairs. .  11  27 

Total  number  leaks ...  46        Total  cost  repairs .  $242  54 


GATES. 

Wherever  new  pipe  has  been  laid  a  suitable  number  of  gates 
have  been  placed.  Eighteen  new  gates  have  been  put  in  this 
year.  One  4-inch  on  Middle  Street,  junction  Carver  Street ; 
one  2-inch  on  Carver  Street,  at  junction  of  Middle  Street ;  one 
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2-  inch  on  Carver  Street  alley,  at  junction  of  Carver  Street ;  one 

3-  inch  gate  on  Mayflower  Street,  at  junction  of  South  Street ; 
one  2-inch  on  Chilton  Street,  junction  Court  Street ;  one  2-inch 
on  pipe  at  Eel  Eiver  to  the  north  of  the  old  bridge ;  one  4-inch 
at  Sea  Side  on  the  northerly  street  to  Plymouth  Cordage  Com- 
pany's works,  at  junction  of  Court  Street. 

The  above  seven  gates  were  set  at  a  total  cost  of  $127.35. 
One  2-inch  gate  was  placed  on  Highland  Street  at  junction  of 
Davis  Street ;  one  2-inch  on  Carver  Street,  in  front  of  Bradford 
Barnes's  house ;  one  4-inch  on  Chilton  Street,  junction  of  Water 
Street;  one  4-inch  on  the  branch  of  the  extension  to  the  new 
school-house  from  South  Street ;  one  2-inch  for  the  pipe  on  Mil 
Lane,  junction  of  Market  Street ;  one  2-inch  on  Mill  Lane  for 
Bradford's  Joint  Company  stand  pipe ;  one  2-inch  on  Summer 
Street,  junction  Mill  Lane,  for  a  stand  pipe  for  sprinkling 
streets  ;  one  2-inch  on  Willard  Place  for  waste  pipe ;  one  4-inch 
on  Whiting  Street ;  one  4-inch  on  pipe  that  runs  to  woolen  mill 
from  Samoset  Street,  north  of  shoe  factory  branch ;  one  4-inch 
on  extension  in  rear  of  shoe  factory  for  the  stand  pipes.  The 
cost  of  the  last  eleven  gates  are  included  in  the  cost  of  the 
various  extensions  to  which  they  belong. 


RESERVOIR. 

The  Reservoir  has  been  kept  practically  full,  furnishing  to 
water-takers,  as  also  to  the  Fire  Department,  the  highest  pres- 
sure attainable  with  our  present  facilities  when  the  pump  is  not 
running.  I  would  renew  the  recommendation  of  last  year,  that 
there  be  a  new  fence  built,  as  it  is  much  needed.  Last  April  I 
gave  the  grounds  about  the  Keservoir  a  dressing  of  "Stock- 
bridge  Fertilizer,"  and  sowed  grass  and  clover  seed  on  the  sur- 
face, which  has  improved  the  sod  on  the  slopes  of  the  basin? 
land  would  recommend  the  same  next  Spring. 


PLYMOUTH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
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BOXES. 

Forty-nine  service  boxes  and  two  gate  boxes  have  been  taken 
out  and  replaced  by  new  ones  at  a  cost  of  $57.95.  The  increase 
of  the  expenses  for  maintaining  the  service  boxes  is  due  to  the 
adoption  of  iron  covers. 


NEW  TAKERS. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  water  takers  this  year,  47  fami- 
lies, 8  stables,  37  water  closets,  6  bathing  tubs,  1  laundry,  1 
saloon,  and  1  library. 


LAB  OB. 

Whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the  year. .    $1,723  98 

Amount  paid  for  labor  on  extensions  . . .      $819  63 

Amount  paid  for  lowering  the  distribu- 
tion and  services  pipes  on  Car- 
ver Street   53  35 

Amount  paid  for  all  other  labor   851  00 


$1,723  98 


Amount  received  for  labor  trenching   $411  12 

Amount  received  for  shutting  off  services  60  60 
Amount  due  from  Koad  Department  for 

lowering  pipe   53  35 


525  07 


Total  cost  of  labor  during  the  year,  less  refunded .   $1,198  91 
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SCHEDULE 


Showing  the  number  of  feet  of  each  size  of  pipe,  and  the  num- 
ber and  size  of  stop-gates  on  the  Works  Dec.  31,  1884 : 


Size  in  Inches. 

Length  of  Pipe  in 
Feet. 

W  o.  of  Stop  Gates. 

20 

56 

12 

64 

2 

10 

18,362 

8 

8 

4,616 

8 

6 

8,915 

9 

4 

41,212 

50 

3 

9,264 

12 

2 

29,282 

62 

1 

L,861 

7 

66 

113,632 

158 

The  street  length  of  service  pipes  being  24,240  feet,  with  the 
main  and  distribution  pipes,  makes  a  total  of  137,872  feet  of 
pipe,  or  26  miles  and  592  feet. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

E.  W.  BAGNELL,  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  undersigned  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  calls  for  aid  from  the  poor  outside  do  not  vary  mater- 
ially from  the  previous  year.  The  poor  who  are  inmates  of  the 
Almshouse,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  claim,  are  kindly  and  con- 
siderately treated,  carefully  looked  after,  are  comfortably  clad, 
and  are  furnished  with  good  and  abundant  food. 

During  the  past  summer,  Mr.  Oliver  T.  Wood,  who  has  served 
the  Town  faithfully  for  twenty  years  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Almshouse,  rinding  from  age  and  failing  health  that  he  was  un- 
able longer  to  perform  the  duties,  resigned,  and  Mr.  Obed  C. 
Pratt  was  appointed  to  take  his  place. 


Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1884   $393  92 

The  Town  raised  for  support  of  the  poor  the  past 

year   6,500  00 

Keceived  from  other  towns  for  supplies  furnished 

their  poor   1,223  10 

Keceived  from  Murdock  Fund   18  25 

$8,135  27 

Amount  expended     $7,710  35 

Amount  unexpended  , ,   424  92 

$8,135  27 
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INSANE  POOR. 

Amount  expended   $1,966  80 

Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1884   $258  27 

Amount  appropriated  for  insane  poor.  . .     1,250  00 

Amount  received  as  reimbursements  ....       357  87 

  1,866  14 


Overdrawn   $100  66 


POOR  AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1,  1884   18 

"     admitted  during  the  year   6 

"     discharged  during  the  year     1 

"     died  during  the  year   7 

"     remaining  Jan.  1,  1885    16 


INSANE  POOR. 


Number  at  the  hospitals  Jan.  1,  1884 ,   9 

"     admitted  during  the  year    3 

"     discharged  during  the  year   0 

"     died  during  the  year     1 

"     remaining  Jan.  1,  1885   11 

GEORGE  H.  JACKSON, )  n 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,      V  y™r8gr8 
CHARLES  P.  HATCH,   J  of  tne  roor' 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Selectmen  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report,  for 
the  year  1884  : 

THE  FORCE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

It  consists  of  six  Engineers,  with  a  working  force  of  142  men, 
including  twenty  call  members  at  North  Plymouth  on  pay  only 
at  time  of  service. 


APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  two  steam  fire  engines,  with  hose 
carriages  carrying  700  feet  of  hose  each ;  two  hand  engines 
with  hose  carriages  carrying  500  feet  of  hose  each  ;  four  inde- 
pendent hose  carriages  with  from  300  to  500  feet  of  hose  each  ; 
one  force  pump  located  at  Samuel  Loring's  factory ;  one  hook 
and  ladder  carriage  carrying  225  feet  of  ladders,  with  necessary 
hooks  and  axes.  All  the  above  apparatus  is  in  good  working 
order. 


HOSE. 

We  have  in  use  at  this  time  4,500  feet  of  hose,  having  pur- 
chased 500  feet  the  present  year  ;  all  in  good  order. 
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BUILDINGS.) 

The  buildings  of  the  Department  owned  by  the  Town  are  in 
good  condition,  the  brick  building  occupied  by  the  steamers 
having  been  repaired  the  past  year. 


HYDRANTS  AND  RESERVOIRS. 

The  number  of  hydrants  is  now  59,  four  having  been  added 
the  past  year,  of  the  most  approved  pattern.  There  are  five 
reservoirs,  all  in  good  order,  except  that  at  the  Green,  which 
leaks  slightly.  The  one  in  Shirley  Square  has  been  repaired 
the  past  year  at  small  expense. 


FIRES. 

There  have  been  but  four  fires  during  the  year  1884  : — 

Feb.  2.  Building  occupied  by  J.  B.  Wilson,  Jr.,  furniture ; 
damage  to  building  and  contents,  $3,500. 

Feb.  3.    Woolen  mills  store  house  ;  damage,  $250. 

May  3.    House  of  late  David  Turner ;  damage  slight. 

Aug.  6.  House  owned  by  Seth  Paty ;  loss,  $300 ;  no  insur- 
ance. 

Nov.  8.  Alarm  for  slight  fire  in  building  owned  by  Plymouth 
Woolen  Company. 


S 
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FINANCE. 
Ob. 

By  appropriation   $3,000  00 

By  reimbursements     4  06 

 $3,004  06 

Dr. 

To  expenditures   2,953  20 

Balance   $50  86 

It  is  estimated  that  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  will  provide 
for  the  expenses  of  the  year,  and  is  recommended. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  that  the  old  hand 
engine,  No.  4,  located  on  Watson's  Hill,  is  of  little  use  in  the 
Department,  and  would  recommend  that  it  be  retired  after  the 
present  year. 


CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  tender  my  thanks  to  my  associates  on 
the  Board  of  Engineers,  and  also  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Department  for  their  promptness  in  responding  to  all  calls 
made  upon  them  at  all  times,  and  for  their  quiet  and  effective 
work  when  on  duty ;  and  to  all  not  members  of  the  Department 
who  have  rendered  us  assistance  in  any  way,  I  would  tender 
my  sincere  thanks. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  P.  BAILEY, 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Plymouth  Fire  Department. 
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Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen:  We  respectfully  submit  the  following  final 
report  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Bail- 
road  : 

Whole  amount  received  from  Town  Treasurer  $18,693  20 

Income  received  on  same   5,137  36 

Profit  on  same   2,090  63 

$25,921  19 

Less  amount  transferred  to  Water  Scrip  Sinking 

Fund   2,000  00 

$23,921  19 

The  amount  of  $23,921.19  was  paid  to  the  Town  Treasurer, 
and  his  receipt  was  taken. 

JNO.  J.  EUSSELL,  ) 
GEOEGE  G.  DYEE,  V  Trustees. 
ISAAC  BEEWSTEE, ) 

Plymouth,  Feb.  3,  1885. 
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Flymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  :  We  respectfully  submit  the  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  at 
this  time : 

Amount  received  of  Town  Treasurer.   $1,759  43 

Amount  received  of  Trustees  of  the  Duxbury  &  Co- 

hasset  Kailroad  Sinking  Fund   261  60 

Income  received  from  same   673  34 

$2,694  37 

The  amount  is  invested  in — 
Mansfield  &  Framingham  Kailroad  bonds,  6  per 

cent   $1,025  67 

United  States  bonds,  4  per  cent   1,200  50 

Central  Massachusetts  Kailroad  stock,  21  4-5  shares.  261  60 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank   206  60 

$2,694  37 

[W.  H.  NELSON,       )  T 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,  j  17nstees< 

Plymouth,  Jan.  29,  1885. 
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TOWN  CLERICS  REPORT. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  PLYMOUTH  IN  1884. 


Jan.     1.    Alexander  Morrison  of  Plymouth  and  Margaret  J. 

McDonald  of  W areham.    Married  in  Wareham. 
Jan.    12.    Henry  Steidle  and  Emma  C.  Nickerson,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Jan.   17.    John  W.  Weston  and  Tirzah  W.  Perry,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Wareham. 
Jan.   21.    William  Moning  and  Carrie  J.  Hurle}7,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Boston. 
Jan.   24.    Zen  as  E.  Langford  and  Hannah  W.  Doten,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.   27.    Marcus  Temple  of  East  Bridgewater  and  Susan  D. 

Eliot  of  Plymouth. 
Feb.     3.    William  M.  Snow  and  Fannie  A.  Burgess,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.  14    William  T.  Hatton,  Jr.,  and  Katie  W.  Weir,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.  20.  Peter  Mahler  and  Mary  Beaman,  both  of  Plymouth^ 
Feb.  23.    Winslow  A.  Wright  of  Plymouth  and  Sarah  E.  Wright- 

ington  of  Wareham. 
Feb.  26.    William  W.  Simmons  and  Augusta  S.  Simmons,  both 

of  Plymouth. 
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Mar.  1.  Williard  C.  Butler  and  Martha  B.  Atwood,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Franklin. 

April  2.  Fred  A.  Whiting  and  Emma  J.  Eddy,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

April    6.    Elmer  E.  Dunton  of  Plymouth  and  Elizabeth  G. 

Morrison  of  Weymouth.    Married  at  Weymouth. 

April  9.  Seth  Pratt  of  Hanson  and  Sarah  A.  Dean  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

April  16.  Truman  H.  Holmes  and  E.  Addie  Ward,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  24.    Charles  B.  Brewster  of  Plymouth  and  Emma  F. 

Hertel  of  Boston.    Married  in  Boston. 
April  26.    William  Sherman  and  Olive  E.  Goodwin,  both  of 

Marshfield. 

April  29.    Emil  Knock  and  Amelia  Kruger,  both  of  Plymouth. 
May     1.    Edwin  S.  Paulding  and  Carrie  F.  Lucas,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  5.  George  H.  Doten  and  Susie  N.  Davis,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

May  8.  Andrew  Morton,  Jr.,  and  Mary  A.  Smith,  both  of 
Kingston. 

May  18.  Raffaelo  Graneize  and  Concetta  Bernato,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  22.  Jacob  Rudolph  and  Louisa  Henrich,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

May  28.  Henry  E.  Llewellyn  of  Rockland  and  Harriet  G. 
Snow  of  Plymouth. 

May  31.  George  A.  Manter  and  Sarah  Anderson,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  1.  Simon  Lavacke  and  Hattie  B.  De  Costi,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  18.  Francis  E.  Fuller  of  Taunton  and  Josephine  D.  Per* 
kins  of  Plymouth, 
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June  18.  George  E.  Allen  and  Jennie  Mellinick,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  24.  Cornelius  Drew  and  Mary  F.  Dickson,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  25.  Dixon  W.  Seaver  of  Carthage,  Mo.,  and  Cora  M. 
Alden  of  Duxbury. 

June  25.  Walter  H.  Nelson  and  Clara  H.  Wood,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  6.  George  H.  Hemler  of  Boston  and  Flora  K.  Klingen- 
hagen  of  Plymouth. 

July  20.  Peter  Schneider  and  Elizabeth  Weigel,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  24.  Henry  Weigel  and  Martalena  Peck,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  31.  Sidney  Wrightington  and  Adeline  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  31.  Edwin  H.  Hosmer  of  Plymouth  and  Grace  M.  Briant 
of  Lewiston,  Me.    Married  in  Lewiston. 

Aug.  5.  Frederick  O.  Bradford  and  Delia  W.  Doten,  both  of 
Plymouth.  - 

Aug.  8.  Joseph  W.  Hartfon  and  Mary  A.  Briggs,  both  of 
Kingston. 

Aug.  12.  George  E.  Lincoln  and  Ellen  J.  White,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Boston. 

Aug.  19."  Edward  L.  Chamberlain  of  Webster  and  Clementina 
J.  Cahoon  of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  23.  Alfred  W.  Sampson  and  Julia  E.  Nickerson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  27.  Albert  F.  Saunders  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  Cushing 
of  Plympton.    Married  in  Kingston. 

Aug.  27.  Alvin  E.  Nightingale  of  Plymouth  and  Eva  F.  Leon- 
ard.   Married  in  Rhode  Island. 
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Aug.  28.    Frederick  B.  Knapp  of  Plymouth  and  Fanny  M. 

Powers  of  Cambridge. 
Aug.  31.    John  E.  Andrews  of  Warren,  Me.,  to  Elizabeth  C. 

Pratt  of  Plymouth. 
Sept.    4.    John  W.  Hallinan  of  Natick  and  Ellen  J.  Devine  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept.  6.  Thomas  H.  Raymond  of  E.  Rochester  and  Sarah 
Pierce  of  Plymouth. 

Sept.  13.  Cyrus  R.  Doty  and  Mary  E.  Hatton,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.  25.  Walter  A.  H.  Jones  and  Laura  E.  Tripp,  both  pf 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  1.  George  F.  Holmes  and  Mary  T.  Whiting,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  2.  William  E.  Rogers  and  Hattie  A.  Gilbert,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Brockton. 

Oct.  2.  Michael  H.  Marr  and  Nellie  Cassidy,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.   13.    John  Collins  and  Catharine  Boyle,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Oct.  21.  Albert  E.  Caswell  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  E.  Ray- 
mond of  Plympton. 

Oct.  23.  Walter  H.  Brown  and  Marietta  Burbank,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  23.  Theodore  C.  Gram  of  E.  Boston  and  Emma  Hensel 
of  Plymouth. 

Oct.  29.  John  H.  Langley  of  Boston  and  Lucy  M.  Swift  of 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  1.  William  M.  Brown  of  Kingston  and  Maggie  A.  Mor- 
rison of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  1.  Mannie  F.  McHenry  and  Jennie  B.  O'Brien,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 

Nov.  6.  Nathaniel  C.  L.  Luther  of  Plymouth  and  Belle  A. 
Dudley  of  Oxford,  Me. 
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Nov.  6.  Alfred  H.  Sinister  and  Catharine  B.  Denson,  both  of 
Sandwich. 

Nov.  6.  Melzar  B.  Sampson  of  Plymouth  and  Lucy  L.  Dun- 
can of  Taunton.    Married  in  Taunton. 

Nov.  18.  George  Simes  and  Charlotte  Crewe  Bead,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Boston. 

Nov.  22.  Lauchlin  D.  McLean  and  Sarah  C.  Morrison,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  26.  Samuel  W.  Whitmore  and  Jennie  E.  Jackson,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  26.  Nathan  A.  Howes  of  Dennis  and  Helena  W.  Ellis  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  26.  Kendall  W.  King,  Jr.,  and  Eliza  H.  Wheeler,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  26.    James  McGee  and  Mary  Donahue,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Dec.     6.    Henry  A.  Jordan  and  Hannah  Nickerson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  11.  Charles  M.  Ellis  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  B.  Eames 
of  Belfast,  Me.    Married  in  Belfast. 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December 


31,  1884  : 

BIRTHS. 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1884  ...    162 

Males   93 

Females   69 

The  parentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows  : 

Both  parents  born  in  United  States   101 

"           "          Germany   11 

"           "          British  Provinces                        ...  5 

"           "          Ireland   5 

Italy     4 

"           "          Western  Islands   1 

"           "          Sweden    1 

Mixed,  one  parent  American   29 

Mixed,  other  nationalities   2 

Unknown   3 


MARRIAGES. 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1884   71 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States   ...  54 

"  "  German}7   4 

"  British  Provinces    1 

Italy   1 

Mixed,  one  American   9 

Mixed,  other  nationalities   .  1 

Unknown    1 
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DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  1884,  152,  28 
of  which  occurred  out  of  town  and  were  brought  to  Plymouth 


for  burial. 

Males   79 

Females   73 

Born  in  United  States   133 

"       Ireland   9 

"       British  Provinces-   3 

"       England  ....    1 

Holland   1 

"       Germany    1 

"       Wales   1 

"       Western  Islands   1 

Unknown   2 


CUBTIS  DAYIE,  Town  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


 OF  THE  
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 AND  
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TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH 
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PLYMOUTH : 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE: 
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F.  N.  KNAPP   1885 

NATHANIEL  MORTON   1885 

J.  D.  THURBER,   1886 

C.  I.  LITCHFIELD   1886 

GEORGE  A.  TEWKSBURY,        .       .       .  1887 
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Secretary— NATHANIEL  MORTON. 

■ 

Superintendent  of  Schools— CHARLES  BURTON. 


Report  of  the  School  Committee 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1884. 


In  accordance  with  requirements,  the  School  Commit- 
tee of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  make  their  annual  report. 

First.  We  have  kept  the  regular  expenses  within  the 
limits  of  the  appropriations.  The  amount  overdrawn  is 
on  account  of  "school  books  and  supplies,"  purchased 
under  the  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1883-4, 
which  obliges  towns  to  furnish  to  children  attending  the 
public  schools  all  books  and  supplies  used  in  the  school- 
room. It  is  not  for  your  Committee  to  question  the  wis- 
dom of  this  law  ;  but  they  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  in  asking  for  the  additional  money  to  be  used 
for  books  and  supplies — a  large  sum — they  are  not  acting 
on  their  own  judgment,  but  under  a  State  law  which 
they  are  obliged  to  obey. 

Secondly.  The  money  appropriated  by  the  Town  for 
a  new  school-house  has  been  used  in  the  purchase  of  a 
lot  near  Mount  Pleasant,  and  the  erection  of  a  building 
which  accommodates,  with  abundant  space  and  light, 
three  schools — one  Grammar  School,  one  Second  Grade 
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and  one  Third  Grade  School,  which  have  all  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  High  School-house  to  the  new  building. 
The  land  around  the  new  school-house,  now  owned  by 
the  Town,  furnishes  what  every  school  building  should 
have,  but  which  no  other  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  pos- 
sesses, namely,  ample  play-grounds.  The  cost  of  the 
land  and  building  did  not  exceed  the  special  appropria- 
tion, but  an  additional  outlay  of  $800  was  required  for 
providing  heating  apparatus  and  extra  masonry. 

Thirdly.  On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Bur- 
ton accepted  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Schools  ; 
and  his  place,  as  Principal  of  the  High  School,  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Eaton.  The  additional 
assistant  in  the  High  School,  so  long  needed,  has  been 
secured,  to  the  great  gain  of  the  school.  Miss  Emma  F. 
Briggs,  an  experienced  teacher,  fills  the  place.  One  of 
the  rooms  in  the  High  School  building,  left  vacant  by  the 
removal  of  the  Grammar  School  to  the  new  building,  is 
used  as  a  recitation  room  for  the  new  Assistant. 

Fourthly.  There  has  been  thorough  and  successful 
work  done  by  all  our  teachers,  from  the  High  School 
down  ;  and  the  Committee  feel  that  the  Town  can  be  con- 
gratulated on  having  the  services  of  a  set  of  teachers  of 
superior  qualifications,  and  genuine  devotion  to  their 
work. 

Fifthly.  The  number  of  scholars  in  the  Intermediate 
School  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Town  far  exceeds  the 
capacity  of  the  school-room.  There  were  seventy-two 
pupils  there  at  |the  beginning^of  the  Fall  term.  Th§ 


Committee  feel  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  an- 
other school-room,  and  they,  therefore,  recommend  that 
an  addition  be  made  to  the  present  building,  and  that  an 
appropriation  of  $700  be  made  for  the  same.  They 
recommend  this  as  a  much  cheaper  method  than  buying 
another  lot  and  putting  up  a  separate  building. 

Sixthly.  The  following  votes  have  been  recently 
passed  by  the  Committee.  They  touch  upon  important 
points,  and  are  the  result  of  long  and  careful  considera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Committee.  They  will  lead  to 
some  decided  changes  in  the  course  of  study  in  the  vari- 
ous schools,  aiming  especially  to  secure  to  scholars  who 
can  only  go  through  the  Grammar  Schools  more  ad- 
vanced studies  than  they  could  reach  under  the  existing 
system.  The  changes  will,  of  course,  be  attended  with 
some  difficulties,  and  at  first  with  considerable  additional 
labor  to  the  Superintendent,  but  we  are  confident  that 
the  results  will  meet  a  recognized  demand. 

The  votes  referred  to  are  as  follows  : 

Voted— That  the  result  of  the  several  general  examinations  of 
the  pupils  in  the  schools  during  the  school  year  be  made  the 
basis  for  admission  of  pupils  to  the  advanced  schools. 

Voted— That  the  standard  of  admission  to  the  High  School 
be  raised  to  what  would  correspond  to  one  year's  additional 
study  in  the  Grammar  School. 

Voted—  That  any  member  of  the  graduating  class  at  the  High 
School  shall  be  excused  from  taking  part  in  the  public  exhibi- 
tions, at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  upon  presenting  a  written 
request  to  that  effect  from  his  or  her  parent  or  guardian.  Such 
excuse  shall  not  be  considered  as  any  reason  for  withholding  a 
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diploma  from  such  pupil.  This  vote  shall  not  be  considered  as 
in  any  way  excusing  the  pupil  from  writing  and  handing  to  the 
Principal  the  composition  required  from  each  member  of  the 
graduating  class. 

Voted — That  the  "  school  year"  hereafter  close  with  the  end 
of  the  Summer  term,  and  that  the  present  senior  class  of  the 
High  School  graduate  at  that  time  in  1886. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 


Dr. 

Teachers'  salaries  $15,144  15 

Superintendent   1,437  48 

Music   193  64 

Books  and  apparatus   2,062  80 

Kepairs  and  supplies   1,822  41 

Fuel   794  15 

Care  of  buildings   797  24 

Horse  hire    106  00 

Printing  ,   79  15 

Truant  Officer   120  00 

Express  charges                                 ..  66  88 

Trees  and  setting  out  same   ,  173  01 

Tuition  of  scholars  at   Wareham  and 

Sandwich   67  50 

Transportation  of  scholars  to  Ellisville  . .  33  00 
New   Grammar   School-house   at  Cold 

Spring   124  93 

Travelling  expenses   45  65 

Sundries   12  70 

■  —$22,580  69 
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Or. 


Murdock  fund   18  25 

  21,967  47 

Overdrawn   $613  22 


EXPENDITURES  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  NEW  SCHOOL- 
HOUSE  AND  LOT. 

Paid— 

For  lot   $900  00 

Grading   61  41 

Mason  work   461  71 

Blackboards     131  80 

Building   6,128  03 

Architect   125  20 

Legal  expenses,  advertising,  and  freight  charges   16  40 

Water  pipes   35  69 

Heating  apparatus    400  00 

Brick,  iron  work,  &c   28  30 

$8,288  54 

FREDERICK  N.  KNAPP,  ] 
JAMES  D.  THURBER,  e  ,  7 

CHARLES  I.  LITCHFIELD,   V  n  bcll0°L. 
GEORGE  A.  TEWKSBURY,    |  LommUtee' 
GEORGE  F.  WESTON,  J 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Plymouth  : 
Gentlemen  : 

In  obedience  to  your  rules  and  regulations,  I  herewith 
respectfully  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  the  -Public  Schools  of  the  Town,  for  the  year 


1884. 

STATISTICS. 

Population  of  the  Town   7,091 

Children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years.. . .  1,174 

Number  of  Public  Schools   31 

Number  of  Private  Schools   2 

Months  the  Public  Schools  were  in  session   10 

Months  the  Private  Schools  were  in  session   10 

Number  of  School-houses   25 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School   4 

Number  of  teachers  in  Grammar  Schools   4 

Number  of  teachers  in  Intermediate  Schools.  ...  7 

Number  of  teachers  in  Primary  Schools   13 

Number  of  teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools   6 

Number  of  pupils  in  Public  Schools   1,424 

Average  number  belonging   1,178 

Average  attendance   1,043  . 

Number  between  8  and  14  years  of  age   861 
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NORTH  INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOL. 

During  the  past  year,  this  school  has  been  taught  by 
two  young  ladies ;  but,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  place  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school  in  the  hands  of  a  man.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  term,  seventy-three  scholars  were 
waiting  for  admission,  with  proper  accommodation  for 
only  forty-five.  The  school  has  for  years  been  crowded, 
but  never  before  has  the  number  of  applicants  been  en- 
tirely overwhelming.  By  placing  desks  on  every  avail- 
able foot  of  floor,  fifty-six  scholars  were  received  ;  but  at 
a  great  sacrifice  of  the  common  conveniences  of  a  good 
school-room.  Those  whom  a  lack  of  space  excluded  from 
their  proper  school  were  placed  in  the  North  Primary  ; 
but,  of  course,  with  serious  damage  to  the  interests  of 
that  school. 

As  it  seems  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  scholars  of 
this  district  with  the  present  accommodations,  nothing 
remains  but  to  ask  for  another  school-room,  in  order  that 
the  people  of  the  north  part  of  the  Town  may  receive 
that  advantage  from  their  schools  to  which  they  are 
entitled. 

I  would  suggest,  as  the  most  economical  plan  of  satis- 
fying the  demands  of  the  present  emergency,  the  addi- 
tion of  another  school-room  in  the  rear  of  the  North 
Intermediate  School-house,  of  sufficient  size  to  accommo- 
date an  independent  school,  or  to  serve  as  a  recitation- 
room,  in  case  it  is  thought  best  to  employ  an  assistant 
teacher. 

12 
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A  NEW  GRADE. 

An  opinion  'prevails  very  generally  that  our  scholars 
enter  the  High  School  at  too  early  an  age,  when  they 
cannot  properly  enter  upon  the  broader  culture  which  it 
is  the  purpose  of  this  school  to  impart.  Children  enter 
our  Primary  Schools  at  the  age  of  five,  and  remain  there 
three  years.  Between  these  schools  and  the  High  School 
there  are  three  grades — the  Second  Grade,  Third  Grade, 
and  Grammar  School — which  require,  to  complete  their 
course  of  study,  six  years  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  the 
scholar  would  be  fourteen. 

If  all  scholars  were  inflexibly  required  to  remain  in 
each  school  the  estimated  time,  the  movement  from  the 
entrance  of  the  child  into  the  Primary  to  his  arrival  at 
the  High  School  would  be  so  slow  that  more  schools 
would  be  needed  to  accommodate  the  children  of  the 
Town,  and  the  injustice  of  requiring  scholars  of  unequal 
abilities  to  move  at  the  same  rate  would  be  done.  Ac- 
cording to  present  arrangement,  however,  the  scholar 
spends  one  or  two  years  in  each  grade,  as  his  industry 
and  talents  determine  ;  and  it  is  owing  to  this  arrange- 
ment that  very  bright  scholars  get  into  the  High  School 
at  a  very  early  age — as  early  as  eleven  years. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  rapidity  of  movement  through 
the  various  schools,  to  improve  the  scholarship  of  the 
Grammar  Schools,  and  to  increase  the  requirements  for 
entrance  to  the  High  School,  I  suggest  that  another  grade 
be  inserted  between  the  Third  Grade  and  the  Grammar 
School,  to  be  called  the  Fourth  Grade,  and  that  all 


11 


scholars  be  required  to  pass  through  this  grade  in  one 
year.  In  effect,  this  will  have  nearly  the  same  result  as 
adding  another  year  to  the  time  spent  in  the  Grammar 
Schools,  enabling  those  schools  to  do  more  advanced 
work  than  is  now  contained  in  their  programme.  In  case 
this  plan  should  be  adopted,  two  very  important  and  uni- 
versally practical  studies,  now  pursued  in  the  first  year 
of  the  High  School  course,  might  be  introduced  into  the 
Grammar  Schools,  thus  satisfying  the  quite  general  de- 
mand for  an  increase  of  the  work  done  in  these  schools. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  addition  of  another  assistant  teacher  in  the  High 
School  has  given  the  long-desired  opportunity  of  modify- 
ing and  improving  the  course  of  study  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  wants  of  all,  it  is  hoped,  will,  hereafter,  be  satis- 
fied. The  number  of  hours  devoted  to  each  of  the  Eng- 
lish studies  has  been  increased,  and  a  new  mathematical 
recitation  has  been  added  ;  but  the  time  given  to  foreign 
languages,  ancient  and  modern,  remains  precisely  the 
same.  The  number  of  elective  studies  has  been  in- 
creased, so  that  it  is  possible  for  a  scholar  of  superior 
abilities  to  take  up  the  three  foreign  languages  and  still 
carry  on  the  absolutely  necessary  English  branches. 
With  these  changes  in  the  course  of  study,  which  are 
certainly  in  harmony  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the 
Town,  and  with  a  very  able  corps  of  teachers  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  school,  all  reasonable  expectations 
ought  to  be  realized. 


12 


SCIENCE  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 

An  intelligent  observer  of  our  schools,  who  understood 
fully  the  importance  of  the  knowledge  comprehended  un- 
der the  term  science,  who  saw  clearlv  that  it  lies  as  the 
basis  of  all  labor,  and  touches,  more  or  less  profoundly, 
all  the  vast  interests  of  men,  would  undoubtedly  be  sur- 
prised to  find  how  little  provision  has  been  made  for  ade- 
quate instruction  in  those  things  which  it  would  be  our 
highest  interest  to  know. 

Many  reasons  could  be  given  for  neglect  of  science  in 
the  public  schools  ;  but  it  will  be  quite  sufficient  to 
mention  only  two  :  The  public  do  not  generally  demand 
it  ;  and,  consequently,  but  few  teachers  are  properly 
qualified  to  teach  it. 

Whatever  the  difficulties,  however,  of  introducing  a 
course  of  science  into  all  the  schools  may  be,  I  suggest 
that  the  attempt  be  made  without  further  delay  ;  although 
that  attempt,  under  present  conditions,  must  be  a  very 
humble  one.  Teachers,  I  doubt  not,  will  soon  catch  the 
inspiration  which  a  knowledge  of  science  always  gives, 
and  a  desire  to  impart  it  to  others  will  interest  the  chil- 
dren under  their  charge  ;  and  succeeding  in  this,  they 
will  always  find  it  an  easy  task  to  lead  them  deeper  into 
the  love  of  Nature,  which  is  constantly  inviting  their  ob- 
servation, and  is  constantly  rewarding  them  for  every  in- 
quiry made. 

The  books  which  would  be  needed  to  give  the  teachers 
the  auxiliary  information  in  entering  upon  such  inquires 
and  in  imparting  such  instruction,  are  now  to  be  had  in 
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great  abundance,  in  the  form  of  science  reading-books  for 
schools,  supplementary  reading-books,  and  books  of 
popular  science. 

At  first,  I  would  place  science  reading-books  in  the 
hands  of  the  scholars,  which  would  furnish  all  the  know- 
ledge necessary  to  make  the  exercise  an  intelligent  read- 
ing lesson.  The  range  of  thought  and  vocabulary  of  the 
class  would  rapidly  enlarge,  and  their  zeal  would  natur- 
ally encourage  the  teacher  to  make  systematic  prepara- 
tion for  the  reading  lesson,  by  the  diligent  use  of  refer- 
ence books,  which  ought  to  be  in  readiness  on  her  desk. 
Yery  soon,  she  would  find  that  the  exhibition  to  her 
class  of  natural  objects  illustrative  of  the  reading  lesson 
would  be  the  most  attractive  method  of  imparting  in- 
struction to  her  scholars,  and  of  inducing  them  to  bring 
to  the  lesson  anything  which  their  newly-awakened  curi- 
osity may  have  discovered  in  their  walks.  If,  now,  a 
brief  composition,  descriptive  of  the  objects  and  facts  ob- 
served, with  an  attempt  at  discovering  their  laws,  were 
required  of  the  scholars,  the  best  habits  would  be  estab- 
lished, and  the  best  powers  of  the  mind  called  into 
action  ;  indeed,  these  exercises  would  contain  the  sum 
and  substance  of  all  disciplinary  education. 

In  the  Primaries,  the  reading  should  be  confined,  of 
course,  to  very  simple  matters,  coming  within  the  easy 
comprehension  of  children  of  a  very  tender  age.  The 
names  of  common  plants,  the  different  kinds  of  leaves, 
the  varieties  of  stems,  might  be  subjects  of  reading  and 
object  lessons.  It  should  be  understood,  however,  that 
the  attention  of  the  school  is  not  to  be  confined  to  these 
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matters,  but,  that  the  teacher  may  direct  the  minds  of 
the  children  to  all  natural  objects  which  will  interest 
very  young  persons. 

In  the  Second  Grade  Schools  the  study  of  plants  might 
be  reviewed,  and  the  scholars  could  now  be  carried  far- 
ther in  the  knowledge  of  plants,  and  they  might  be  in- 
troduced to  a  very  elementary  study  of  the  structure  of 
animals,  their  names,  habits,  general  appearance,  and 
anything  peculiar  or  wonderful,  which  might  be  attrac- 
tive. The  outlines  of  classiflcation  could  be  taught 
here. 

In  the  Third  Grades,  as  the  scholars  have  attained 
some  maturity  of  mind,  the  elements  of  physical  nature 
would  be  proper  subjects  of  instruction.  Every  thing 
taught  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  illustrated  by  experi- 
ment ;  and,  to  do  this,  some  simple  apparatus,  which 
need  not  be  very  expensive,  would  be  necessary.  The 
subjects  to  be  brought  before  the  school  might  be  :  The 
air,  wind,  pressure  of  the  air,  pumps,  balloons,  heated 
air,  chimneys,  draft  and  ventilation,  water  level,  water  in 
the  air,  clouds,  snow,  frost  and  ice,  heat  and  cold,  effects 
of  heat,  steam,  light,  color,  and  other  topics  belonging  to 
this  department  of  science,  which  would  be  comprehen- 
sible and  interesting  to  scholars  of  this  grade. 

For  the  scholars  of  the  Grammar  Schools,  a  more  ad- 
vanced range  of  subjects  might  be  suitable,  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  matter  brought  before  the  school  might  be 
more  scientifically  exact,  If  the  proposed  year  should 
be  added  to  the  time  of  preparation  for  the  Grammar 
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School  Grade,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  increasing 
the  course  of  study  by  the  addition  of  the  two  branches 
above  referred  to — elementary  physics  and  inventive 
geometry — which  are,  at  present,  commenced  as  soon  as 
scholars  enter  the  High  School.  This  arrangement  would 
increase  the  amount  of  practical  training  in  these  schools 
more  than  anything  else  that  could  be  done  for  them  ; 
for  physical  science,  as  all  know,  teaches  everything  we 
know  about  the  action  of  the  natural  forces  about  us, 
upon  a  knowledge  of  which  our  well-being  so  much  de- 
pends ;  and  the  other  teaches  the  methods  of  measuring 
all  forms  and  distances  however  remote. 

Previous  to  experience,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  pos- 
sible to  know  how  much  of  this  new  work  could  be  clone 
under  the  altered  conditions  of  the  Grammar  Schools. 
The  following  topics  might,  certainly,  be  treated  with 
some  degree  of  fulness,  but  with  strict  regard  to  the 
youthfulness  of  the  scholars  :  Gravitation  and  pressure 
(weight,  pump,  barometer,  pendulum);  Cohesion  (glue, 
paste,  mortar,  cement,  etc.);  Capillary  attraction  (lamp- 
wick,  sap,  sponge,  sugar,  etc.);  Mechanical  powers  (lever, 
pulley,  inclined  plane,  wedge  and  screw,  friction);  Heat 
(sun,  combustion,  steam,  steam-engine,  thermometer, 
clothing,  cooking,  etc.);  Light  (sources,  reflection,  looking- 
glass,  refraction,  spectacles,  microscope,  telescope);  Elec- 
tricity (lightning,  sealing-wax  experiments,  etc.);  Magne- 
tism (mariner's  compass,  horseshoe  magnet,  telegraph). 

In  the  department  of  Geometry  the  inventive  faculty  of 
the  scholars  would  be  constantly  brought  into  action,  as 
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the  text-book  would  only  form  a  basis  of  the  exercises 
given,  furnishing  no  demonstrations  to  be  committed  to 
memory  by  the  learner,  but  requiring  all  proofs  to  be 
supplied  by  the  one  who  professes  to  understand  the 
question.  This  practice,  which  calls  forth  original  thought 
on  the  part  of  the  scholar,  is  the  most  attractive  work 
that  can  be  given  to  him  in  the  school-room,  providing  he 
is  not  overwhelmed  with  too  great  difficulties. 

From  the  commencement  of  this  study  the  scholars  are 
accustomed  to  a  great  variety  of  practical  applications  of 
all  principles  learned,  so  that,  in  the  end,  they  realize 
that  the  work  of  the  builder,  the  machinist,  the  surveyor, 
the  navigator,  is  founded  on  principles  which  they  have 
learned  from  the  relations  of  points,  lines,  surfaces  and 
solids  in  their  little  geometry. 

The  plan  here  briefly  sketched  for  introducing  oral, 
observation,  and  reading  lessons  assumes  that  teachers 
have  made  no  special  preparation  for  the  work,  and  it  also 
implies  that  they  will  endeavor  to  remove  all  obstacles  by 
every  means  in  their  power  ;  but,  especially,  by  making 
themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  books  which 
ought  to  be  placed  in  their  hands,  to  be  used  hereafter  as 
aids  in  the  instruction  of  their  classes. 

The  time  devoted  to  these  science  lessons  need  not  be 
more  than  one  hour  a  week. 

This  arrangement  for  the  introduction  of  science  teach- 
ing into  the  public  schools  would  not  satisfy  the  too  exact- 
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ing  demands  of  the  scientist,  but  it  might  have  the  merit 
of  being  the  best  at  our  command,  and  might  serve  effici- 
ently in  beginning  to  remove  the  dense  ignorance  of  com- 
mon things  which  prevails,  perhaps  generally,  in  public 
schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  BURTON. 

Plymouth,  February,  1885. 
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STATISTICS. 


LOCATION  OF 
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ollment. 

age 
rsliip. 

05 

©  o 
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es  «4 

between 
years. 

SCHOOLS. 

GRADES. 

TEACHERS. 

'u 

ci 

a> 

Sc 

cn 

u 

<  § 

<; 

li 

W 

s  °* 

Green, 

High  School, 

A.  J.  Eaton, 
Carrie  E.  Small, 
Ellen  W.  Beane, 
Emma  E.  Briggs, 

$1,500 
800 
700 
600 

150 

140 

125 

60 

Russell  Street, 

Grammar, 

Aaron  H.  Cornish, 

1,000 

55 

48 

43 

54 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Grammar, 

Seth  S.  Crocker, 

1,000 

57 

48 

45 

53 

North, 

Grammar, 

Charles  F.  Cole, 

1,000 

52 

46 

41 

45 

Chiltonville, 

Grammar, 

Elmer  E.  Sherman, 

800 

50 

45 

43 

44 

South  Plymouth, 

Grammar, 

Mary  L.  Holmes, 

400 

31 

22 

19 

23 

North, 

Intermediate, 

NeliaD.  Burbauk, 
Mary  Maybury, 

Assistant, 

380 
220 

65 

59 

54 

65 

Welli  ugs  ley, 

Intermediate, 

Addie  E.  Bartlett, 

360 

30 

22 

20 

17 

Russell  Street, 

Third  Grade, 

Emma  F.  Davie, 

360 

48 

42 

37 

48 

Green, 

Third  Grade, 

Carrie  I.  Mace, 

360 

48 

44 

40 

48 

Russell  Street, 

Second  Grade, 

Augusta  M.  Morton, 

320 

46 

42 

37 

46 

Russell  Street, 

Second  Grade, 

Alice  F.  Blanchard, 

320 

47 

41 

37 

47 

Green, 
Cold  Spring, 

Second  Grade, 

Mary  A.  Aldrich, 

320 

48 

40 

35 

48 

Primary, 

Frances  E  Hovey, 

280 

39 

35 

28 

6 

Cold  Spring, 

Sub-Primary, 

Mary  J.  Kllis, 

280 

39 

29 

21 

5 

South  Street, 

Primary, 

Ellen  M.  Douglass, 

280 

42 

34 

32 

23 

South  Street, 

Sub- Primary, 

Judith  C.  Howland, 

280 

54 

63 

42 

2 

2d  South  Street, 

Primary, 

Charlotte  R.  Bearcc, 

280 

21 

16 

15 

12 

School  Street, 

Primary, 

Priscilla  Perkins, 

280 

64 

42 

39 

31 

Oak  Street, 

Primary, 

May  H.  Chandler, 

280 

50 

30 

27 

14 

Oak  Grove, 

Sub-Primary, 

Katie  O'Brien, 

280 

40 

33 

29 

5 

North, 

Primary, 

Anna  A.  Jones, 

280 

57 

43 

38 

39 

North, 

Sub-Primary, 

Grace  D.  Chandler, 

280 

60 

42 

34 

8 

Spring  Street, 

Sub  Primary, 

Jennie  C.  Whitten, 

280 

53 

38 

33 

8 

Cliff, 

Primary, 

Martha  W.Whitmore, 

260 

29 

26 

23 

13 

Chiltonville, 

Primary, 

Susie  F.  Churchill, 

260 

29 

23 

21 

14 

Russell  Mills, 

Primary, 

Mary  A.  Morton, 

260 

23 

17 

16 

11 

South  Plymouth, 

Primary, 

Lydia  A.  Sampson, 

260 

26 

23 

21 

16 

South  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Katie  W.  Sampson, 

260 

28 

21 

19 

12 

Long  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Neliie  F.  Pierce, 

2(0 

19 

13 

12 

12 

Cedarville, 

Ungraded, 

Hepsie  E.  Pierce, 

3G0 

32 

20 

19 

17 

West  District, 

Ungraded, 

Nellie  M.  Smith, 

260 

10 

8 

7 

9 

Gurnet, 

Ungraded, 

Ella  Holmes, 

130 

5 

4 

3 

3 

GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

OF  THE 

PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

DAVIS  HALL, 

Thursday  Afternoon  and  Evening, 
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UATING  EXEE 

OF  THE 

FH  HIGH 

DAVIS  HALL, 

Afternoon  and 

December  18th,  1884. 


AFTERNOON  PROGRAMME. 

Latin  Salutatory  Alfred  L.  Barnes 

Music: — Pleasures  of  Evening  Mr.  Sherman's  School 

Essay  :— What  Cleopatra's  Needle  Saw  Helen  W.  Morton 

Essay:— New  England  Laura  W.  Harlow 

Music:— The  Traveller  Mr.  Cole's  School 

Essay -.—Oyster  Culture  Elmer  H.  Bartlett 

Essay  :— Work    Jennie  A,  Morton 

Music  :— Spring  Wishes  Mr.  Crocker's  School 

Essay  :— Proverbs  Henry  F.  Holmes 

Essay: — Home  Susie  P.  Diman 

Music  :— My  Home  in  the  Valley  Mr.  Cole's  School 

Essay  :— Cranberry  Culture  Walter  Spooner 

Essay:— Then  and  Now  Lizzie  F.  Doten 

Music  :  —Farewell  to  the  Woods . ...  ? ............. .  Mr.  Sherman's  School 
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Essay  :— The  Character  of  Portia  Annie  R.  Churchill 

Essay: — Fishing  in  Plymouth  Ponds  William  B.  Thurber 

Music: — Summer  Joys  Mr.  Crocker's  School 

Essay :— The  Power  of  Water  Frank  Holmes 

Music  .-—Shades  of  Evening  Mr.  Cole's  School 

Essay  :— Oliver  Cromwell  Fred  R.  Mattern 

Music: — Evening  Song  Mr.  Sherman's  School 

Essay  :— Fame  and  Fortune  Nellie  F.  Harlow 

Music: — Remember  Thy  Creator  Mr.  Crocker's  School 

EVENING  PROGRAMME. 

Latin  Salutatory  Alfred  L.  Barnes 

Essay  :— The  World  Moves  Agnes  G.  Barnes 

Essay  :— Solitude  Isabelle  P.  Marks* 

Essay  :— Commerce  Charles  Moning 

Music. 

Essay: — Cooking  as  a  Fine  Art  Nellie  F.  Watson 

Essay  :— Evils  of  Public  Life  J.  T.  Collingwood* 

Essay: — Social  Science  Charles  W.  Mixter 

Music. 

Essay:— Hope    Fannie  E.  Had  aw  ay 

Essay  :— The  Story  of  a  Dutch  Tile  Annie  P.  Campbell 

Essay  : — The  Plea  of  the  Muses  .   Frances  A.  Had  aw  ay 

Music. 

Chronicles  Nellie  W.  Holmes 

Music. 

Prophecy  Ruth  S.  Damon 

Music. 

Valedictory   Anna  Klingenhagen 

Class  Song  Written  by  Ruth  S.  Damon 

Presentation  of  Diplomas. 
Music  for  the  evening  by  scholars  of  the  High  School. 
•Excused  from  reading. 
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CLASS  SONG. 

We  have  trod  thus  far  together, 

Pleasantly  our  road  along  ; 
Happy  hours  and  weary  moments 

Rise  before  us  in  a  throng. 
And  while  mem'ries  sweet  steal  o'er  us, 

Hidden  from  our  eager  gaze, 
Father  Time,  unbidden,  warns  us 

Of  the  partiug  of  our  ways. 

Calls  the  bugle  to  life's  campaign, 

Hear  the  tread  of  coming  foe  ! 
Each  must  firmly  grasp  his  weapon, 

Each  must  lay  some  evil  low. 
We  must  join  the  din  of  battle  ; 

And  with  purpose  grand  and  high, 
On  our  shields  our  motto  graven, 

Fight  the  good  fight  till  we  die. 

Shines  the  star  of  Hope  before  us, 

Beckoning  with  friendly  light ; 
Let  us  follow  its  golden  beams, 

Always  striving  for  the  right. 
Parts  the  mystic  tie  which  binds  us, 

But  a  word  now  breaks  its  spell ; 
Farewell !  Oh,  saddest  word  to  speak  : 

Teachers,  friends,  and  mates,  farewell ! 
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CLASS  OF  '84. 

Agnes  G.  Barnes,  Laura  W.  Harlow, 

Annie  P.  Campbell,  Nellie  F.  Harlow, 

Annie  R.  Churchill,  Nellie  W.  Holmes, 

Ruth  S.  Damon,  Anna  Klingenhagen, 

Susie  P.  Diman,  Isabelle  P.  Marks, 

Lizzie  F.  Doten,  Helen  W.  Morton, 

Frances  A.  Hadaway,  Jennie  A.  Morton, 

Fannie  E.  Hadaway,  Nellie  F.  Watson. 

Alfred  L.  Barnes,  Fred  R.  Mattern, 

Elmer  H.  Bartlett,  Charles  W.  Mixter, 

Joseph  T.  Collingwood,  Charles  Moning, 

Henry  F.  Holmes,  Walter  Spooner, 

Frank  Holmes,  William  B  Thurber. 


"UNSER  LEBEN  1ST  WAS  WIR  ES  MACHEN." 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


-OF  THE- 


m 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


-OF 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH 


 FOR  THE- 


FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  i, 


«11586> 


PLYMOUTH : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1886. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year 
1885: 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  correct, 


and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with : 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1885   $5,189  08 

Cash  from — 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  loan  .    5,000  00 

County,  dog  fund   666  78 

Water  rents,  labor  and  material    14,670  30 

Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hills  Cemetery   292  35 

Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  fishery   200  00 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank    400  00 

Interest  from  delinquent  taxes    463  69 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   27  48 

Pedlars'  licenses   13  00 

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans   8  64 

State  aid  refunded   1,338  00 

Indigent  State  aid  refunded   496  40 

National  Bank  tax  from  State  of  Massachusetts. .  2,066  30 

Corporation  tax   6,735  53 

Interest  from  Warren  fund . .    50  00 

Billiard  and  rink  licenses   16  00 

Land  rent   6  00 

4mount  carried  forward,   $37,639  55 
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Amount  brought  forward  ,   $37,639  55 

Poor  Department,  reimbursements   1,434  88 

Koad  Department,  reimbursements   1,910  22 

Insane  poor,  reimbursements   435  76 

Contingent,  reimbursements   379  77 

School  Department,  reimbursements   5  00 

School  Department,  reimbursements  from  Murdock 

fund   18  25 

Poor  Department,  reimbursements  from  Murdock 

fund  .   18  25 

Widows'  fund,  reimbursement   16  00 

Fines,  violation  of  Town  by-laws   20  00 

Sale  of  herring  brooks   33  00 

Taxes  of  1883    1,639  21 

Taxes  of  1884    6,747  48 

Taxes  of  1885   64,168  31 

Sale  of  70,000  bonds,  in  renewal  of  water  loan,  to 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  Boston  74,550  00 

Liquor  licenses   1,450  00 

$190,465  68 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows: 

By  paid — 

Duxbury  k  Cohasset  Eailroad  loan  .    $1,500  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   4,000  00 

National  Bank  tax   4,263  77 

Corporation  tax   18 

County  tax   5,227  91 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   539  57 

Widows   150  00 

i 

Water  Works,  interest  oo  loans  aud  extensions.  .  .  14,563  03 

Watch  and  police   1,271  10 


Amount  carried  for  war  d,   ..  ......     $31,515  56 


Amount  brought  forward     $31,515  56 

Treasurer  ;    600  00 

Sexton  •;.  •  125  00 

Town  debt  and  interest  '  3,568  39 

State  aid ..... .   1,379  00 

Statetax   4,215  00 

Schools   24,604  63 

Roads  and  bridges   jq  q^o,  23 

New  roads  .  . .   ,   ^826  10 

Insane  poor.  ,,,,,   2,138  22 

Poor  *   7,999  27 

Fire  Department     2  841  42 

Burial  Hil1   375  03 

Contingent   3j762  g? 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   1?408  14 

Assessors .  .   g^ 

Repayment  of  tax  sales   10  18 

Plymouth  Public  Library   \  qqq  qq 

Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  fishery   56  98 

Warren  Fund  .  . .   ^  73 

Collector  of  Taxes   50Q  42 

Aid  indigent  soldiers   1  q7q  55 

Abatements  on  taxes   797 

State   of   Massachusetts,   one-quarter  of  liquor 

licenses   362  50 

Bond  due  on  Plymouth  water  loan   68,000  00 

Expenses  preparing  water  loan  bond   232  50 

Fresh  Brook    7  qq 

Cash  on  hand  ?  18  167  54 

$190,465  68 
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The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows : 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   $4  92 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   206  28 

Poor    378  78 

Town  debt  and  interest   487  53 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   14  13 

New  school  building   700  00 

Tax  sales   60 

Abatements   1,789  59 

Burial  Hill  !   124  97 

Roads  and  bridges   1,390  99 

Fire  Department   209  44 

Waterworks   1,125  09 

Warren  Fund  . .   1,143  83 

Collector  of  Taxes   13  57 

Training  Green  Fund   703  49 

$8,293  21 

The  overdrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 

follows : 

Contingent    $209  65 

Watch  and  police   20  13 

Assessors   4  64 

Schools   581  38 

Insane  poor   102  46 

Indigent  soldiers  aid   534  03 

New  roads     3  826  10 

$5,278  39 
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TOWN  DEBT. 

Water  Loan  Funded. 

70,000  four  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  June 
1,  1885,  payable  within  30  years, 
in  proportional  payments  of  $2,800 
each  year,  commencing  June  1, 


1890  $70,000  00 

20,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  Aug. 

1, 1864,  payable  Aug.  1,  1894   20,000  00 

2,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  due  June  1, 

1885   2,000  00 


Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  5  per  cent,  interest  .     6,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 

Bank,  due  Aug.  2,  1890,  interest 

4i  per  cent   6,000  00 

 $104,000  00 

DUXBURY  AND  COHASSET  KAILROAD  LOAN. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890   $6,750  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 

Bank,  due  April  1,  1890   6,750  00 

  13,500  00 

Temporary  Loan. 
Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able April  13,  1888,  interest  4  per 
.  cent   $5,000  00 


Amounts  carried  forward ....  $5,000  00  $117,500  00 


Amounts  brought  forward...  .  $5,000  00  $117,500  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  payable  March  20,  1888,  in- 
terest 4  per  cent   6,700  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able Sept.  18,  1886,  interest  4  per 

cent   10,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on 

demand,  interest  4  per  cent   7,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able March  30,  1891,  interest  4  per 

cent     5,000  00 

Notes  to  sundry  parties   5,100  00 

  38,800  00 


$156,300  00 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments ....        8,293  21 


$164,593  21 


Less. 

Uncollected  taxes,  1884   $2,01108 

Uncollected  taxes,  1885   7,357  75 

State  aid  due  from  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts  1,379  00 

Indigent  aid  due  from  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts  536  52 

Cash  on  hand   18,167  54      29,451  89 


Net  debt,  January  1,  1886    ...    $135,141  32 

Net  debt,  January  1,  1885   144,145  64 


Decrease  of  debt  in  1885    $9,004  32 

Net  amount  of  debt,  January  1, 1886,  $135,141  32 
Less  water  loan  sinking  fund   3,870  -98 


Debt  less  sinking  fund  ....    $131,270  34 
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The  gross  liabilities  of  the  Town,  as  appears  in  the  above 
statement,  is  $3,026.39  in  excess  of  last  year,  while  the  assets 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  have  increased 
$12,030.71,  making  the  reduction  the  past  year,  $9,004.32.  Of 
this  amount,  $1,100  was  received  from  appropriation  for  Town 
debt,  $1,500  from  appropriation  for  Duxbury  &  Cohasset 
Eailroad  Sinking  Fund,  $5,397.90  was  assessed  to  cover 
deficiencies  of  last  year,  the  balance  from  receipts  from  liquor 
licenses  and  miscellaneous  receipts  received  during  the  year. 

The  temporary  debt,  as  represented  by  notes  of  the  Town,  is 
$38,800  against  $38,900  last  year,  $5,100  having  been  paid,  and 
a  new  loan  of  $5,000  contracted,  under  authority  of  the  Town, 
to  provide  in  part  for  the  construction  of  the  New  Grammar 
school-house  on  Whiting  Street. 

The  whole  amount  assessed  for  taxes  in  1885  was  $71,525.06 
against  $70,314.03,  assessed  in  1884,  and  with  a  slightly 
reduced  valuation,  made  the  rate  of  taxation  $14.00  against 
$13.60  in  1884,  of  which  about  ten  per  cent,  remains 
uncollected. 

Of  the  tax  of  1885,  there  was  received  from  the  national 
banks,  as  tax  on  the  market  value  of  their  shares,  the  sum  of 
$^,252.70,  which  was  paid  by  the  banks  under  protest,  pending 
a  suit  which  has  or  will  be  brought  by  the  banks  in  the  United 
States  Courts,  to  receive  back  the  whole  or  part  of  the  tax, 
claiming  that  the  tax  is  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  charters  of 
national  banks  protect  them  from  local  taxation,  at  a  rate 
greater  than  other  moneyed  capital  is  taxed,  while  savings 
banks  are  taxed  by  the  State  only  one-half  per  cent.,  with 
allowances,  while  national  banks  are  taxed  on  an  average 
equal  to  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  their  entire  capital,  most 
of  which  they  also  claim  is  in  government  bonds,  and  not 
liable  to  local  taxation.  Of  the  amount  of  $7,250  received 
,  from  the  banks,  the  State  claims  that  portion  of  the  tax  which 
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is  assessed  to  non-residents,  and  which  amounted  the  past 
year  to  $4,263.77  and  has  been  paid  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
under  protest.  In  case  the  suit  should  be  decided  in  favor  of 
the  banks,  after  the  usual  delay,  it  is  likely  to  take  a  large 
amount  from  the  treasury,  and  also  effect  a  change  in  the 
valuation  for  assessment,  which  would  be  seriously  felt  in  the 
increased  rate  of  taxation  on  other  property. 

There  has  been  expended  for  indigent  aid  to  soldiers,  during 
the  year,  the  sum  of  $1,070.55.  The  amount  due  from  the 
State  will  leave  a  deficiency  of  $531.03  to  be  provided  for. 


TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 
Jan.  1,  1885.  Or. 


By  balance  from  old  account   $383  59 

By  appropriation   3,200  00 

By  rebate  of  interest   8  64 

Dec.  31,  1885. 


By  interest  received  from  delinquent  taxes   463  69 


$4,055  92 

Dr. 

To  payment  of  interest  on  Duxbury  & 

Coha~set  Kailroad  loan   $570  00 

To  interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of 

taxes   129  12 

To  interest  on  temporary  loans   1,769  27 

To  payments  on  principal  of  outstand- 
ing notes   1,100  00 

  3,568  49 

Undrawn   $487  43 


To  provide  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  temporary  and 
Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  loans,  together  with  a  payment 
for  the  reduction  of  outstanding  indebtedness  of  $1,200,  will 
require  an  appropriation  of  $3,000,  which  is  recommended. 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Cb. 

By  appropriation   $9,500  00 

Cash  from — 

Nathaniel  Morton,  repairs  on  wall,  arch  bridge...  52  00 

J.  F.  Towns,  harness  >   6  50 

S.  H.  Doten,  labor  on  sidewalks   10  00 

Reimbursements  from — 

Poor  department   407  99 

New  road  department   1,362  50 

Burial  Hill,  grading   51  35 

Estate  of  A.  Danforth,  edge  stone   19  88 

$11,410  22 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885   $10,019  23 

Undrawn   $1,390  99 


The  gross  expenditures  for  roads  and  bridges  the  past  year 
has  been  $10,019.23,  against  $10,283.21  in  1884,  and  less  the 
earnings  of  the  teams  in  other  departments,  $8,109.01,  against 
$9,562.07  in  1884.  Exceptional  expenses  have  been  paid  of 
$581.80  for  damages  on  the  highway,  and  $100  to  B.  B.  New- 
hall  for  damages  caused  by  change  of  grade  on  Cushman 
Street;  in  all,  $681.80,  which  has  been  included  in  the  account. 
The  difference  in  net  expenditure  is  chiefly  in  the  amount  of 
labor  on  new  roads,  the  greater  portion  of  which  has  been  done 
by  the  teams  and  men  belonging  to  the  Road  Department,  and 
for  which  that  Department  has  received  credit  in  the  account. 
The  general  repairs  on  roads  have  not  varied  materially  from 
former  years.  No  special  item  involving  large  expenditure  hag 
been  incurred, 
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Some  complaints  were  made  during  the  early  part  of  the 
Winter  that  the  roads  in  many  places  were  soft  and  muddy, 
especially  where  repairs  had  been  made  with  new  material 
during  the  past  year.  To  the  clayey  nature  of  the  material, 
together  with  the  condition  of  the  weather  during  that  time, 
with  continuous  rain  and  freezing  and  thawing  at  frequent  in- 
tervals, must  be  attributed  the  unusual  condition  of  the  roads 
at  that  time,  especially  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Town. 
There  is  in  that  section  of  the  Town  but  two  kinds  of  material 
for  roads — one  mixed  with  clay  and  the  other  largely  mixed 
with  sand.  The  former  material,  while  muddy  during  the 
first  season  and  in  an  open  Winter,  invariably  makes  good 
loads  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  year.  The  sandy  mater- 
ial, while  more  free  from  mud  during  the  Winter  and  early 
Spring,  does  not  make  a  good  road  during  the  balance  of  the 
year,  and  is  the  cause  of  frequent  complaints,  and  the  Surveyors 
are  obliged  to  use  the  material  which,  on  the  whole,  best  answers 
the  purpose  through  the  year.  Where  there  is  a  great  scarcity 
of  any  other  road  material  that  condition  of  things  under  un- 
favorable weather  must  exist  to  a  greater^or  less  degree. 

The  question  of  resorting  to  broken  stone  for  macada- 
mizing the  streets  in  the  central  portion  of  the  Town,  where  the 
travel  is  great,  will  soon  have  to  be  considered.  The  absence  of 
stone  in  sufficient  quantities  to  locate  a  crusher  at  any  one 
point  convenient  for  distribution,  and  the  largely  increased  cost 
over  other  material,  has  heretofore  been  the  chief  obstacle  to 
recommending  its  adoption  by  the  Town.  But  the  increasing 
difficulty  of  obtaining  other  suitable  material  may  compel  the 
Town  to  resort  to  it,  even  at  a  great  addition  to  the  present  cost 
of  repairing  roads. 

The  question  of  surface  drainage  in  some  sections  of  the 
Town  is  becoming  a  troublesome  matter,  and  may  soon  require 
a  considerable  outlay  to  provide  for  it.     There  lias  been 
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pended  for  permanent  improvement  of  sidewalks  the  past  year 
$1,040  which  has  slightly  exceeded  the  appropriation. 

Notices  have  been  given  to  the  Town  by  parties  claiming  to 
have  received  damage  from  the  falling  of  the  tree  in  Town 
Square,  Dec.  26,  the  claim  being  founded  on  an  alleged  defect  in 
the  highway, which  they  claim  renders  the  Town  liable  for  damage 
under  a  recent  statute  which  has  never  been  passed  upon  by 
the  courts.  It  is  a  doubtful  question  whether  the  courts  will 
construe  the  case  in  question  as  one  coming  within  the  statute. 
The  importance  to  the  Town  of  a  decision  by  the  courts  as  to 
the  liability  of  the  Town  in  the  future  from  trees,  with  our 
streets  lined  with  them,  and  liable  from  'heavy  gales  and 
accumulation  of  snow  and  ice,  to  similar  accidents,  is  one  to  be 
considered,  and  which  the  Selectmen  believe  may  be  worth  the 
cost  of  defending  a  suit  in  case  one  is  brought. 

The  Selectmen  in  the  cases  referred  to  have  considered  that 
they  had  no  authority  to  recognize  the  claims,  or  take  action  in 
the  matter,  but  in  case  suits  were  brought,  to  obtain  authority 
to  defend  or  settle  the  claims  as  the  Town  should  instiuct. 

An  appropriation  of  $^,500,  in  addition  to  the  balance  standiag 
to  the  credit  of  the  account,  and  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$1,000  for  permanent  improvement  of  sidewalks  the  coming 
year,  is  recommended. 

NEW  ROADS. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885   $4,826  10 

Ci 

By  appropriation   1,000  00 

Overdrawn   $3,826  10 

Of  the  expenditures  for  new  roads  during  the  .year,  $4,261.85 
was  expended  for  the  new  road  from  Court  to  Water  Street, 
|3,250  of  which  was  for  land  damages.    $440  was  expended 
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for  the  widening  of  Court  Street  at  the  north  part  of  the 
Town,  and  $124.15  for  awards  and  bills  outstanding  prior  to 
January  1,  1885. 

The  appropriation  for  new  roads,  made  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, did  not  include  the  working  and  land  damages  for  the  road 
from  Court  to  Water  Street,  but  was  authorized  at  a  special 
meeting,  at  which  authority  was  granted  to  borrow  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $5,000,  the  same  to  be  included  in  the  appropriation 
for  1886.  The  amount  expended  has  been  met  from  the 
treasury  and  occasions  the  overdraft  in  the  account.  The 
working  of  Whiting  Street  was  postponed  last  year  on  account 
of  more  pressing  work  elsewhere,  but  the  working  is  included 
in  the  estimates  for  1886. 

The  Selectmen  have  laid  out  Bartlett  Street  as  a  Town-way 
from  Kussell  Street  to  the  land  of  Isaac  L.  Wood,  which  will 
be  reported  to  the  Town  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  cost  to 
the  Town  will  probably  only  include  the  working,  as  no  claim 
is  made  for  land  damages. 

A  petition  has  been  presented  for  an  extension  of  the  road 
leading  from  Court  Street,  near  the  Woolen  Mill,  to  Mill 
Village,  under  the  railroad  track,  on  which  no  action  has  yet 
been  taken. 

To  provide  for  the  working  of  roads  already  laid  out  and 
contemplated,  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $1,700. 


WATER  WORKS. 

Dec.  31,  1884.  Cr. 

By  balance  of  old  account    $1,017  82 

By  receipts  from  water  rents,  labor  and  materials.  14,670  30 


|15,688  12 
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Dr. 


To  payments  in  1885   

To  payment  to  trustees  of  Water  Scrip 
Sinking  Fund  


$13,563  03 


1,000  00 


14,563  03 


Balance  undrawn 


$1,125  09 


The  income  from  Water  Works  the  past  year  is  $14,670.30, 
against  $13,842.13  in  1884,  an  increase  of  $828.17.  The  ex- 
penditures are  $13,563.03,  against  $12,917.82  in  1884,  an  increase 
of  expenditure  of  $645.21,  leaving  a  net  gain  in  income  for  1885 
of  $182.96,  and  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Works  of  $1,125.09, 
of  which  amount  $1,000  will  be  applied  to  the  sinking  fund. 

A  saving  has  been  effected  during  the  year  in  the  interest 
charges  (by  funding  the  debt)  of  $700,  which,  added  to  the  ex- 
penditures, would  have  nearly  absorbed  the  income.  Excep- 
tional expenditures,  aggregating  some  $2,000,  have  been  incurred 
during  the  year,  which  will  account  for  the  increased  payments, 
and  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  loan  for  $70,000,  which  became  due  June  1,  1885,  has 
been  renewed  within  a  limit  of  thirty  years,  the  bonds  bearing 
4  per  cent,  interest,  having  been  placed  with  the  Provident  In- 
stitution for  Savings  in  Boston,  they  being  the  highest  bidders, 
at  a  premium  of  6J  per  cent.,  amounting  to  $74,550.  Maturing 
bonds  have  been  presented  and  paid  to  the  amount  of  $68,000, 
leaving  $2,000  of  the  bonds  still  outstanding,  which  will  be  paid 
on  presentation  from  the  amount  retained  in  the  treasury  to 
provide  for  it. 

Of  the  premium  received  on  the  bonds  amounting  to  $4,550, 
$4,000  have  been  applied  to  the  payment  on  account  of  a  note 
to  the  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  and  $232.50  for  expenses  of 
preparing  and  delivering  the  bonds ;  the  balance,  $317.50,  will 
be  applied  to  the  sinking  fund. 
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The  bonds  as  issued  provide  for  $2,800,  becoming  due  each 
year,  commencing  June  1,  1890,  and  annual  payments  for 
twenty-five  years  of  that  sum  will  retire  the  loan  at  its  maturity, 
June  1,  1914. 

In  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Selectmen,  in  the  report  of 
last  year,  and  adopted  by  the  Town,  provision  was  made  for  re- 
tiring $2,500  each  year  for  ten  years,  commencing  June  1,  1890, 
and  $3,000  for  the  balance  of  the  time — say  fifteeu  years. 

The  act  provided  for  retiring  the  loan  in  proportional  pay- 
ments, which  the  above  plan  was  supposed  to  comply  with. 
The  counsel  for  the  bidder  was  not  willing  to  approve  the  loan 
unless  the  payments  were  made  in  equal  amounts,  and  his  bid 
being  1J  per  cent,  higher  than  the  next  highest  bidder,  it  was 
decidedly  for  the  interest  of  the  Town  to  comply  with  his  terms, 
and  was  accepted,  as  the  only  difference  would  be  in  the  re- 
quirement of  an  additional  yearly  amount  of  $300  of  the  bonds 
to  mature  the  first  ten  years  to  equalize  the  payment. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  sinking  fund  during  the  year  by 
contribution  from  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  Water  Works,  Jan. 
1,  1885,  $1,000.  The  sinking  fund  now  amounts  to  $3,870.98, 
with  amounts  of  11,000  due  to  it  from  balance  now  to  the  credit 
of  Water  Works  for  1885,  and  $317.50  balance  of  premium  re- 
ceived from  sale  of  bonds  on  renewal  of  loan  heretofore  referred 
to. 

The  interest  payments  on  outstanding  loans  will  be  less  in 
the  sum  of  $700  for  1886,  and  with  the  prospective  income  from 
the  Works,  the  balance  of  yearly  income  for  the  next  four  years 
should  be  ample  to  provide  for  the  sinking  fund  to  retire  the 
loan  of  $12,000  becoming  due  in  1890. 

Reference  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  will  more  fully 
explain  the  operations  for  the  year. 
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CONTINGENT. 
Dr. 

To— 

Town  Clerk,  services   $171  95 

Stone  bounds  for  street  lines   26  40 

Town  Forester   4  43 

Moderator  town  meetings    10  00 

Eent  of  halls  for  town  meetings   95  00 

County  map    6  00 

Bills  for  legal  services    241  00 

Old  Colony  Book  Bindery,  books  and  binding 

voting  lists   %   8  00 

Record  books   5  50 

Repairs  on  town  bell    11  50 

J ames  Cox,  Boston  Directory   5  00 

Weston's  express   11  71 

Repairs  on  Chiltonville  Burial  Ground  fence,  and 

lead  and  oil  for  painting  same    92  49 

Ellis  Benson,  care  of  town  clock   25  00 

Carriage  hire  perambulating  town  lines   10  00 

John  Atwood,  services  as  Constable   28  00 

Services  of  Board  of  Registration  :   92  00 

Copy  of  Davis'  Landmarks   3  50 

Boundary  post,  town  of  Bourne   1  75 

Harlow  &  Bailey,  stand  pipes,  etc   20  45 

Postage  stamps  and  stationery   74  37 

V.  B.  Holmes,  repairs  on  town  clock,  etc   3  30 

Repairs  and  whitewashing  lock-up   7  58 

W.  J.  Waterson,  carting   2  25 

Return  of  births    38  75 

Return  of  deaths   37  00 

Printing  town  reports  and  other  printing  bills ....  395  80 

Janitor  to  town  building   73  78 

Coal  bills                                                 ...  84  25 

3 
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Repairs  and  furniture  in  and  about  Town  House  .  $705  98 

Sewer  extensions   150  16 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries   24  00 

Bills  of  fires  in  the  woods    148  73 

Expenses  Qt'  Board  of  Health    386  59 

Grand  Army,  Decoration  Day    125  00 

Sundries    10  65 

Services  of  Selectmen   625  00 

$3,762  87 

Cr. 

By- 

Balance  from  old  account . . . ,   $173  45 

Appropriation   3,000  00 

Sewer  rights   348  22 

Voting  list    55 

Cash  from  sale  of  desk  .   10  00 

Cash  from  sale  of  furnace   6  00 

Cash  from  sale  of  armory  fixtures  ....         15  00 

  3,553  2a 

Overdrawn   $209  65 


The  expenditures  under  this  account  have  been  larger  than 
usual,  caused  chiefly  by  repairs  in  and  about  the  Town  House, 
amounting  to  $705.98,  the  items  comprising  this  amount  are, 
viz.:  Shingling  the  roof  of  the  Town  House,  costing  $98.71.  Fit- 
ting up  and  furnishing  the  Selectmen's  room  and  offices  in  the 
upper  rooms,  $321.22.  Fence  in  front  of  the  building,  $109.64 
and  $150  for  new  furnace,  the  old  one  being  too  small  to 
properly  heat  the  whole  building.  The  expenses  on  account 
of  the  Board  of  Health  have  been  exceptionally  large  and 
account  for  the  overdraft  in  the  account. 

An  appropriation  of  $3,000  in  addition  to  the  deficiency  will 
be  required  for  the  current  year,  and  is  recommended. 
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SCHOOLS. 


Cr. 

By  appropriation   $24,000  00 

By  order  from  Road  Department  .    5  00 

By  interest  from  Murdock  Fund   18  25 

$24,023  25 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885   24,604  63 

Overdrawn   $581  38 


The  expenditures  on  account  of  schools,  as  compared  with 
last  year,  show  an  increased  net  expenditure  of  $2,023.94,  the 
expenditures  for  the  present  year  being  $24,604.63  against 
$22,580.69  in  1884.  The  report  of  the  School  Committee  will 
probably  furnish  the  Town  with  the  necessary  explanations 
and  requirements  for  the  current  year. 


POOR. 


Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $424  92 

By  Appropriation   6,500  00 

By  interest  from  Murdock  Fund   18  25 

By  reimbursements   1,434  88 

$8,378  05 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885   7,999  27 

Undrawn    $378  78 


The  net  expenditures  on  account  of  poor  is  $6,564.39,  against 
$6,469.00  in  1884. 
An  appropriation  of  $6,500  is  recommended. 
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INSANE  POOR. 
Dr. 

To  expended  in  1885      $2,238  88 

Cr. 

By  appropriation  for  deficiency   $100  66 

By  appropriation,  1885    1,600  00 

By  reimbursements  , . .       435  76 

  2,136  42 

Overdrawn   $102  46 

NEW  NORTH  INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation  undrawn   $700  00 

LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Cr.  * 

By  balance  from  old  account   $22  27 

By  appropriation   1,400  00 

$1,422  27 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885     1,408  14 

Undrawn   $14  13 

There  have  been  two  gas  lights  added  the  present  year,*one 
each  on  Chilton  and  Carver  Streets,  making  the  present  number 
fifty-four. 

There  are  twenty-one  lamps,  either  burning  oil  or  illuminating 
gas. 

The  amount  paid  for  gas  for  the  street  lights  and  Town 
House  has  been  $1,146.51,  for  repairs  and  replacing  lanterns, 
$45.99,  and  for  lighting  and  oil  for  twenty-one  oil  burning  lamps, 
$215.64,  in  all  $1,408.14. 

An  appropriation  of  $1,450  for  the  coming  year  is  recorn- 
mended. 
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VINE  HILLS  CEMETERY. 

Dec.  31, 1885.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $453  50 

By  sale  of  lots  in  1885   292  35 

$745  85 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885     539  57 

Undrawn   $206  28 

There  have  been  sold  during  the  year  seventeen  lots,  from 

which  has  been  received  $275.85,  and  $16.50  for  lots  sold  in 

previous  years. 

There  is  due  for  two  lots  sold,  but  not  paid  for,  $34.99. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $50  86 

By  appropriation   3,000  00 

$3,050  86 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885   2,841  22 

Undrawn   $209  64 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   .  $22  99 

Py  appropriation  ......   . ,   500  00 

$522  99 
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Contra,  Dr. 

To  paid  Collector,  collecting  back  taxes, 

$8,299.33,  at  1  per  cent  

Salary    

Less  1  per  cent,  on  $7,357.75  uncol- 


$582  99 


  509  42 

Undrawn   $13  57 


WATCH  AND  POLICE. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Dr. 

To  balance  of  old  account   $9  03 

To  payments  in  1885   1,271  10 

$1,280  13 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   1,260  00 

Overdrawn     $20  13 


I 

WARE  EN  FUND. 

Jan.  1,  1885.  Cr. 

By  balance  of  old  account   $1,095  56 

By  interest   50  00 

Balance .,„.,,:...„,,„  ;      $1,145  56 
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FRESH  BRQOK. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Cb. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $11  92 

Dr. 

To  payment  in  1885  \   7  00 

Undrawn   $4  92 


BURIAL  HILL. 


Or. 

By  appropriation   $500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885    375  03 

$124  97 


The  amount  available  from  the  Warren  Fund,  in  addition  to 
the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  will  provide  for  the 
care  and  improvement  of  the  Hill,  and  no  appropriation  is 
recommended. 


TREASURER. 


Cr. 

By  appropriation   $600  00 

Dr. 

To  Treasurer's  salary,  1885   $600  00 


SEXTON. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $1 25  00 

Dr. 

To  sexton's  salary,  1885    $125  00 
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ABATEMENTS. 


Dec.  31,  1885.  *  Cr. 

By  abatements,  balance  of  old  account   $  1,255  27 

By  overlay,  1885   1,331  88 


$2,587  15 

Dr. 

To  abatements  in  1885   797  56 


Balance   $1,789  59 


ASSESSORS. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1885   $871  86 

Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $67  22 

By  appropriation   800  00 

  867  22 

Overdrawn   $4  64 


DUXBURY  &  CO  HAS  SET  RAILROAD  SINKING 

FUND. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  on  account  note  at  Plym- 
outh Savings  Bank   $750  00 

To  payment  on  account  note  at  Plym- 
outh Five  Cents  Savings  Bank . . .       750  00 

  $1,500  00 
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TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 
Dec.  31,  1885.  Ck. 

By  balance  from  old  account     $676  01 

By  interest   27  48 

Balance   $703  49 


MURDOCK  FUND. 
Cr. 

By  fund  re-established   $730  00 

By  interest   36  50 

$766  50 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  poor  account   $18  25 

To  payment  to  schools   18  25 

  36  50 

Balance     $730  00 


The  Guide  Boards  of  the  Town  have  been  replaced  and 
repainted  and  are  reported  in  good  condition. 


AP  PROPRIA  TIONS. 

Schools   $21,300  00 

School  books  and  supplies   1,800  00 

Town  debt  and  interest   3,000  00 

Roads  and  bridges   7,500  00 

Improvements  of  sidewalks    1,000  00 

Fire  Department   2,800  00 

Watch  and  police   1,300  00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house     1>450  00 

Insane  poor   1,725  00 

4 
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New  roads   $1,700  00 

Contingent   3,000  00 

Poor....   6,500  00 

Assessors     950  00 

Collector  of  Taxes   500  00 

Treasurer   600  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund   1,500  00 

Sexton  '   125  00 


$56,750  00 


Deficiencies. 

Contingent   $209  65 

Schools   581  38 

Insane  poor   102  46 

Indigent  soldiers  aid   534  03 

New  roads   3,826  10 


5,253  62 
$62,003  62 


The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated 
is  estimated  as  follows : 

Corporation  tax   $5,500  00 

Bank  tax   2,000  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts    300  00 


7,800  00 


$54,203  62 

Leaving  the  sum  of  $54,203.62,  which  it  is  recommended  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,      ]  S  l 

EVERETT  P.  SHERMAN,   |  *etectmen 
L.  T.  ROB  BINS,                 V  of 

JOHN  CHURCHILL,  j  P7  ,7 

WINSLOW  B.  STANDISH,  J  rilJmomri' 


Plymouth,  Feb.  10,  1886. 
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VALUATION. 

Eeal  estate   $3,136,425  00 

Personal  property   1,406,425  00 

$4,542,850  00 


Gain  in  real  estate   $32,800  00 

Loss  in  personal  property   74,600  00 


Number  of  polls,  1,943. 

Number  of  polls,  women,  10. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Rate  of  taxation,  $14.00. 

Number  of  horses,  557. 

Number  of  cows,  413. 

Number  of  sheep,  75. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses,  1,267. 

Number  of  acres  of  land  taxed,  50,700 
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COPY  OF  ARTICLES  IN  THE  WARRANT 

FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING,  TO  BE  HELD 
IN  DAVIS  HALL,  AT  8.30  O'CLOCK  IN  THE 
FORENOON  OF  M ARCH  1,  1886. 


Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and 
committees  of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.    To  choose  all  necessary  Town  officers. 

Article  4.  To  choose  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries 
in  /  gawam  and  Half-way  Pond  rivers,  and  take  such  other 
action  relating  to  the  same  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 

Article  5.  To  choose  one  Water  Commissioner  to  serve  for 
three  years. 

Article  6.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  jurors  prepared  by 
the  Selectmen. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  antici- 
pation of  taxes,  and  for  disbursements  under  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  relating  to  State  aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Town  after  January  1,  1887. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector 
of  Taxes  to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes  which  a  Town 
Treasurer,  when  appointed  a  Collector,  may  use. 

Article  9.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  raise 
such  sums  of  money  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 
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Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  the  sum  of  $125 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  Decoration  Day. 

Article  11.  "  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intox- 
icating liquors  in  this  Town  ?"  Vote  to  be  by  separate  ballot, 
"  yes  "  or  "  no,"  in  answer  to  the  question. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  laying  out  of 
Bartlett  Street,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  prosecute,  compromise  or  defend,  any  claim  or  suit 
within  the  Commonwealth  in  the  name  of  the  Town. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  pay  the  sum  of  $2.00  a 
day  to  its  laborers. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  an  act  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  tke  Commonwealth  in  the  year  1882,  entitled, 
"  An  act  authorizing  towns  and  cities  to  lay  out  public  parks 
within  their  limits." 

Article  16.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  on  the 
claim  of  Samuel  Sampson,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Alice 
B.  Sampson,  for  damages  on  account  of  the  death  of  said  Alice 
\B.  Sampson  by  reason  of  the  Town  Tree,  so  called,  falling  upon 
her. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  dispose  of  the  Indian  lands  in  South  Plymouth. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  RECORDS  FOR  1885. 

Voted — That  hereafter,  until  further  ordered,  the  Selectmen 
be  instructed  to  insert  in  the  warrant  for  the  annual  meeting, 
the  article  for  the  choice  of  Town  officers  after  the  article  for 
hearing  the  annual  reports,  and  acting  thereon. 

Voted — That  the  Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries  be  instructed 
to  enforce  the  laws  relating  to  inland  fisheries,  and  that  they  be 
authorized  to  incur  all  necessary  expense  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  confer  with  the 
County  Commissioners  and  consider  the  expediency,  of  releas- 
ing to  the  County,  for  a  nominal  consideration,  a  strip  of  land 
on  the  north  slope  of  the  hill  outside  of  Burial  Hill  fence,  not 
exceeding  twenty  feet  in  width,  provided  the  County  build  anc^ 
maintain  a  substantial  wall  to  support  the  bank,  and  report  to 
the  Town  at  the  next  meeting. 

Voted — That  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  Town.    Yeas,  255  ;  nays,  203. 

Voted — That  $1,000  of  the  appropriation  for  roads  and 
bridges  be  expended  for  the  permanent  improvement  of 
sidewalks,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed,  in  making 
up  their  estimates,  hereafter  to  state  separately  the  amount 
to  be  devoted  to  permanent  improvement  of  sidewalks. 

Voted—  To  amend  the  By-Laws  of  the  Town  !<  concerning 
truant  children  and  absentees  from  school,"  by  striking  out  the 
first  section  thereof  and  inserting  in  its  place  the  following : 
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"  Any  of  the  persons  described  in  Section  10,  Chapter  48,  of 
the  Public  Statutes,  upon  conviction  of  any  offence  in  said 
section  described,  shall  be  committed  to  the  room  adjoining 
Selectmen's  room  in  Town  House,  in  Plymouth,  for  such  time 
as  the  judge,  justice  or  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence 
may  determine. 

Voted — That  the  present  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund,  and  the 
balance  available  from  the  income  of  the  Water  Works  the 
past  year,  be  set  apart  as  a  sinkiug  fund  for  the  payment  of 
debt  of  $12,000,  incurred  on  account  of  the  Pumping  Station, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $2,000  annually,  for  the  years  1886  to  1889 
inclusive,  be  taken  from  the  income  of  the  Water  Works  and 
added  to  said  sinking  fund. 

Voted — That  the  Town  grant  to  the  Public  Library  the 
whole  of  the  dog  fund  for  the  year  1884,  now  in  the  treasury, 
to  wit :  $666.78,  and  appropriate  the 1  sum  of  $333.22  for  the 
maintenance  of  said  Library. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  make  such 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Charles  G.  Davis  and  otheis,  as  they 
may  think  expedient,  relative  to  a  permanent  passage  way 
through  their  lands  from  Main  to  School  Street,  and  failing 
therein,  to  ascertain  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  Town,  if 
any,  in  Thomas  Alley,  so-called. 

Voted — That  the  Town  accept  Chapter  58  of  the  Legislative 
acts  of  1885,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Town  of 
Plymouth  to  issue  securities  to  renew  its  water  loan,  and  that 
the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  bonds,  notes  or  scrip 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding,  in  the  aggregate,  $70,000, — such 
bonds,  notes  or  scrip  to  bear  on  the  face  thereof  the  words 
"  Plymouth  Water  Loan  act  of  1885,"  to  be  payable  at  the 
expiration  of  periods  not  exceeding  thirty  years  from  the  first 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  1885,  to  bear  interest  payable  semi- 
annually at  the  rate  of  four  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be 
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signed  by  the  Treasurer,  and  be  countersigned  by  a  majority 
of  the  Board  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town,  and  that  $2,800  of 
said  bonds,  notes  or  scrip  shall  become  due  and  payable  each 
year  after  and  including  June  1,  1890. 

Voted — That  the  Town  favor  the  petition  of  Samuel  H. 
Doten  and  others,  now  before  the  County  Commissioners,  for 
the  widening  of  Main  Street  on  the  west^  side,  provided  that 
the  County  pay  towards  said  widening  a  sum  not  less  than 
$4,000,  and  that  the  awards  for  damages  to  property  owners 
and  the  working  expense  of  said  widening,  exclusive  of  the 
grading  and  building  of  new  sidewalks  and  gutters,  shall  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  said  Commissioners,  exceed  the  sum  of 
$12,000. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  build  the  road 
leading  from  Court  Street  to  New  Water  Street,  in  accordance 
with  the  order  of  the  County  Commissioners. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $5,000,  to  carry  the  above  vote  into  effect,  and 
that  the  same  be  assessed  on  the  tax  of  1886. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen — William  H.  Nelson,  John  Churchill,  Everett  F. 
Sherman,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Winslow  B.  Standish. 

Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie. 

Town  Treasurer — Curtis  Davie. 

Collector  of  Taxes— John  Churchill. 

Assessors— John  Harlow,  Henry  Whiting,  Chas.  H.  Holmes. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — John  Churchill,  elected  March  2, 
1885;  Charles  P.  Hatch,  elected  March  3,  1884;  George  H. 
Jackson,  elected  March  5,  1883. 

Water  Commissioners — Everett  F.  Sherman,  Nathaniel  Mor- 
ton, elected  March  2, 1885 ;  Samuel  H.  Doten,  Horace  P.  Bailey, 
elected  March  3,  1884 ;  Charles  O.  Churchill,  elected  March  5, 
1883. 

School  Committee— Frederick  N.  Knapp,  William  T.  Davis, 
elected  March  2,  1885  ;  George  F.  Weston,  elected  March  3, 
1884 ;  James  Millar,  elected  March  2,  1885,  to  fill  vacancy  to 
March  1,  1886,  caused  by  resignation  of  George  A.  Tewksbury, 
elected  March  3,  1884 ;  James  D.  Thurber,  Charles  I.  Litchfield, 
elected  March  5,  1883. 

Superintendent  of  Schools — Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee— Jesse  K.  Atwood,  Joseph  F. 
Towns,  Benjamin  Ward. 

Constables— James  B.  Collingwood,  William  E.  Baker, 
Joseph  W.  Hunting,  Martin  J.  Hunting,  Barnabas  Hedge, 
Thomas  Pierce. 

Burial  Hill  Committee—  Selectmen. 
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Superintendent  of  Burial  Hill — William  T.  Davis. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber— Leavitt  T.  Bobbins 
Edward  B.  Atwood,  George  H.  Jackson,  Cornelius  C.  Holmes. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Christopher  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee— Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highways  and  Bridges— Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Yiewers— Joseph  F.  Towns,  Na- 
than B.  Perry,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Lewis  S.  Wadsworth,  Jacob 
Southworth,  William  H.  Pettee,  Galen  R.  Holmes. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Collector  of  Water  Rates— William  T.  Hollis. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods — William  T.  Davis,  Joseph 
F.  Towns,  Benjamin  Ward,  Horatio  Wright,  Martin  V.  B. 
Douglass,  Henry  Whiting,  Nathaniel  Ellis,  Nathaniel  Clark, 
Gustavus  G.  Sampson,  David  Clark,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Nehe- 
miah  L.  Savery,  George  R.  Briggs,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Nathan 
B.  Perry,  Thomas  Sampson. 

Pound  Keepers— Obed  C.  Pratt,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Hosea  C. 
Bartlett,  Nathan  B.  Perry. 

Trustees  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund— William  H.  Nelson, 
George  G.  Dyer,  William  T.  Davis. 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries — Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
David  H.  Gilbert,  Charles  B.  Stoddard. 

Board  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Department— Horace  P.  Bailey, 
Y.  B.  Holmes,  Peleg  S.  Burgess,  William  E.  Churchill,  Albeit 
E.  Davis,  William  E.  Baker. 

Board  of  Registration — Isaac  M.  Jackson,  John  W.  Church- 
ill, Herbert  Morissey,  Curtis  Davie. 

Board  $f  Health— James  D.  Thurber,  James  B.  Collingwood 
Charles  S.  Davis,  Charles  H.  Holmes. 
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REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31  1885. 


$14,670  30 


The  report  of  the  Water  Commissioners  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31,  1885,  is  respectfully  submitted  : 
The  receipts  for  the  year  have  been— 

From  water  rates  and  other  uses   $13,891  42 

From  labor,  and  material  sold    778  88 

The  payments  have  been — 

For  general  expenses  of  maintenance  .  $2,802  34 

For  expenses  at  Pumping  Station   1,812  61 

For  interest  paid  on  water  scrip  ....  4,640  00 

For  interest  paid  on  steam  pump  loan.  570  00 

For  extension  of  water  pipes   $1,734  10 

ieli  | For  new  boiler  and  setting  at  Pump 

Station   986  38 

For  stone  work  at  South  Pond   1,017  60 

-   3,738  08 

For  balance  of  inconie            .,   \  107  27 

$U,67Q  30 


$9,824  95 


J 
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The  charges  for  construction  are  larger  than  usual  although 
the  extensions  of  water  pipes  have  not  been  in  excess  of  pre- 
vious years.  The  new  boiler,  and  improvement  at  South  Pond, 
causing  the  increased  expense. 

The  collection  for  the  year  on  water  account  exceeds  the 
amounts  paid  for  maintenance,  pumping  expenses  and  interest, 
by  the  sum  of  $4,066.47,  and  an  increased  income  may  be 
expected  the  coming  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  pumping  record  of  Mr.  H.  F.  Gibbs,  the  Engineer,  states 
the  quantity  of  water  delivered  during  the  year  to  be  200,- 
335,179  gallons,  or  a  daily  average  of  548,863,  and  compared 
with  last  year  an  increased  daily  consumption  of  58,784  gallons. 
This  is  a  large  increase  and  may  be  accounted  for  in  some 
measure  by  the  too  free  use  of  hose  pipes,  and  in  violation  of 
the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Town  for  such  purpose,  one 
hour  each  day  being  the  limit  for  such  use. 

The  steam  pump  contracted  for  in  1879  was  considered  by 
the  Commissioners  adequate  to  the  demand  upon  it  for  a 
comparatively  long  period,  but  the  record  of  last  Summer  has 
unexpectedly  shown,  that  part  of  the  time,  the  pump  has  been 
run  to  nearly  the  capacity  contemplated  by  the  contract,  the 
water  pressure  at  the  station  reaching  the  height  of  120  feet 
above  South  Pond,  the  quantity  of  water  delivered  during  that 
part  of  the  season  the  large  consumption  continued,  reaching 
the  average  of  55,754  gallons  an  hour,  or  4,247  short  of  the 
maximum  quantity  specified  in  the  contract, 
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PUMPING  WORKS. 

The  new  boiler,  the  procuring  of  which  was  advised  in  the 
report  of  last  year,  was  furnished  by  the  "  Whittier  Machine 
Company,"  the  builders  of  the  old  one,  is  of  the  same  size,  and 
furnishes  steam  with  equal  economy  of  fuel. 

The  running  of  the  pumping  machinery  for  six  years,  with- 
out repair  other  than  that  made  by  the  Engineer,  is  sufficient 
assurance  that  the  contractors  furnished  machinery  of  thorough 
workmanship. 

The  Town  should,  however,  consider  that  a  sudden  breaking 
of  some  part  may  occur,  and  the  result  of  such  event  is  not 
pleasant  to  contemplate,  in  view  of  the  quantity  of  water 
required  daily. 

To  be  thrown  upon  the  supply  by  gravitation  from  South 
Pond  would  afford  little  relief,  as  the  water  delivered  in  such 
an  emergency  is  scarcely  an  excess  of  the  quantity  required 
for  supplying  the  Woolen  Mill  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Engineer  that  a  thorough  exam- 
ination of  the  engines  and  pumps  should  be  made,  and  that 
such  part  of  the  work  as  appears  impaired  by  the  long  and 
continued  use,  replaced  by  new.  He  does  not  anticipate  an 
expensive  outlay,  but  the  giving  out  of  an  inexpensive  part 
may  cause  the  inconvenience,  and  probably  distress,  it  is 
desirable  to  avoid. 

For  several  years  the  Commissioners  have,  in  their  reports 
to  the  Town,  called  attention  to  the  necessity  of  some 
provision  being  made  for  a  supply  in  such  emergency,  recom- 
mending the  construction  of  a  storage  reservoir,  so  located  as 
to  furnish  a  continued  supply  to  high  service  water-takers. 

The  Commissioners  renew  the  recommendation,  and  in  view 
of  the  repairs  that  must  soon  be  made  to  the  pump  and  engine, 
advise  that  measures  be  taken  the  coming  year  for  forwarding 
this  needed  improvement  of  the  Works. 
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IMPROVEMENTS  AT  SOUTH  POND. 

The  height  of  the  water  last  year  in  Great  and  Little  South 
ponds  prevented  the  building  of  the  contemplated  wall  at  the 
channel  between  these  ponds.  This  season  being  more  favor- 
able for  the  work,  the  water  was  shut  from  the  larger  pond,  and 
Little  South  reduced  to  the  extent  of  leaving  the  channel  suffi- 
ciently dry  to  lay  the  stone  foundation.  A  wall  on  each  side 
four  feet  high  has  been  completed,  extending  from  near  the 
stone  bridge,  built  a  few  years  since,  to  the  shore  of  Little 
South  Pond,  a  distance  of  473  feet,  covered  with  stone,  the 
whole  well  pointed  with  cement  mortar.  The  walls  are  two  feet 
apart,  affording  ample  space  for  the  run  of  water,  by  which  the 
two  ponds  may  be  kept  at  or  nearly  level.  A  rilling  of  earth 
three  feet  deep  over  the  whole  renders  the  work  secure  from 
damage  by  action  of  frost.  Five  man-holes  have  been  provided 
as  convenient  means  of  examining  the  condition  of  this  work,  or 
for  clearing  it,  should  any  obstruction  to  the  run  of  water  exist. 

The  building  of  the  wall  and  covering  was  performed  under 
contract  by  Mr.  Elnathan  Pierce,  Jr.,  and  appears  to  be  well 
done,  and  is  acceptable  to  the  Commissioners. 


INCOME  ACCOUNT. 
The  report  of  the  Collector  of  water  rates  and  other  amounts 
due  the  Water  Works  Department  shows  the  transactions  to  be : 
Charges — 

For  water  rates  and  other  uses  .....  $14,257  76 

For  labor  and  materials   756  42 

For  uncollected  balance,  water  rates, 

1884    .   108  93 

For  uncollected  balance,  labor  and  ma- 
terials, 1884    57  35 

 —    $15,180  46 
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The  collections  are — 
On  account  of  water  rates  and  other 

uses    ...  $13,891  42 

On  account  of  labor  and  materials  ...  778  88 
Uncollected  on  water  rates'  account . .  .  123  45 
Uncollected  on  labor  and  materials' 

account   34  89 

Abatements  of  rates    351  82 

 $15,180  46 

Mr.  Josiah  A.  Bobbins  was  appointed  Collecter  of  water 
rates,  and  although  in  feeble  health  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  his  inability  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  as  here- 
tofore was  not  anticipated.  His  health  not  appearing  to 
improve,  the  Commissioners  authorized  Mr.  Wm.  T.  Hollis  to 
act  as  assistant  in  the  collections. 

The  expectations  of  the  recovery  of  Mr.  Bobbins  were  not 
realized. 

Mr.  Hollis  was  appointed  his  successor  as  Collector,  and  the 
yearly  dues  to  the  Water  Department  have  been  promptly 
collected. 


ORDINARY  EXPENSES. 


Paid- 
Superintendent   t   $600  00 

Collection  of  rates,  estate  of  J.  A.  Bobbins  ...     .  125  10 

Collection  of  rates,  Wm.  T.  Hollis   304  21 

Service  pipe,  plumbiog  and  hardware   . .    161  04 

Express  bills   8  90 

Canvas,  white  lead  and  oil   29  97 

.  Faucet  boxes   24  00 

Lumber     11  15 

Printing  report   10  00 

Printing  bill  heads  and  notices   44  50 
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Stationery   $11  48 

Postage  stamps  and  cards   21  08 

Collector's  account  book  of  rates                        .  11  50 

Gas  bills    4  14 

Fuel   17  00 

Eubber  goods   3  50 

Iron  tops  to  faucet  and  valve  boxes   44  32 

Blacksmith  work   14  73 

Teaming  and  carriage  hire   263  15 

Carpenter  work  and  painting   13  75 

Repairs  on  clock  *  85 

Stove  to  office   20  00 

Labor  bills   1,057  97 

Interest  on  water  scrip   4,640  00 

$7,442  34 


PUMPING  STATION  EXPENSES. 

Paid- 
Salary  of  Engineer   $700  00 

Extra  pumping   107  96 

196  tons  coal   905  75 

One  cord  wood   5  00 

Machine  oil   5  00 

Kerosene  oil   7  00 

Packing  and  cotton  waste   26  98 

Soda   5  85 

Hardware,  pipe  fittings  and  labor    24  07 

Boiler  inspection   25  00 

Interest  on  pump  loan     570  00 

$2,382  61 

Total  of  maintenance  and  interest   $9,824  95 
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CONSTRUCTION  \EXPENSES. 


Paid  for — 

Wrought-iron  pipes   $532  51 

Cement   343  00 

Valves  for  main  pipe   110  50 

Freight  on  pipe  and  cement   107  38 

Teaming   36  15 

Weston  pulley,  2  tons  lift   '   30  00 

Cast-iron  stand  pipe   9  91 

Labor   271  68 

On  account  of  reservoir  fence                           . .  292  97 


$1,734  10 


NEW  BOILER. 


Paid— 

Whittier  Machine  Company  for  boiler   $403  94 

12  M.  brick   126  50 

Lime  \  .  13  75 

Fire  brick  and  clay   38  73 

Sand   6  00 

Mason  work    107  50 

Placing  boiler  in  station   10  50 

Teaming   4  37 

Carriage  hire     18  00 

Piping  and  valves     ,   64  20 

Machine  work   63  33 

Express   2  85 

Railroad  freight   10  97 

Steam  gauge   8  40 

Fossil  meal   10  90 

Carpenter  work   11  50 

6 
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$18  94 

Lumber  • ^  AA 

Board  of  workmen  on  flue  to  boiler  


60  00 

Horse  and  carriage  house   

$986  38 

Work  at  South  Pond. 
E.^Pierce,  Jr.,  for  work  on  stone  wall,  by  contract.        $798  19 

E.  Pierce,  Jr.,  for  stone      ^ 

E.  Pierce,  Jr.,  for  extra  work  •  •  •  ^ 

2  M.  brick   19  Q5 

Carting  cement  and  lumber    ^ 

Lumber   70  61 

Iron  tops  to  man  holes   ^  ^ 

Surveying   

$1,017  60 


Total  payments  on  account  of  construction  . .      $3,738  09 


WATER  WORKS  ACCOUNT. 
Ob. 

Balance  account,  January  1,  1885   V'fSUL  82 

Beceipts  for  year  ending  December  31, 1885   JL4.670  30 


$15,688  12 


Dr. 

Paid- 


Paid—             .  .       nek  $4,614  95 

On  account  of  maintenance   »^  ^ 

On  account  of  interest   »  ^ 

On  account  of  construction  ■   > 

To  Trustees  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund   J^UU  UU 

Balance  of  account,  December  31,  1885   

$15,688  12 


0.  O.  CHURCHILL,  1 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN,  Water 
NATHANIEL  MORTON,  Y  Commissioner 
E.  F.  SHERMAN, 
H.  P.  BAILEY,  J 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


CHAELES  O.  CHUECHILL— Term  expires  March,  1886. 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN— Term  expires  March,  1887. 
HOEACE  P.  BAILEY— Term  expires  March,  1887. 
NATHANIEL  MOETON— Term  expires  March,  1888. 
EVEEETT  F.  SHEEMAN— Term  expires  March,  1888. 


Superintendent — Eichard  W.  Bagnell. 

Water  Eegistrar — William  T.  Hollis. 

Chief  Engineer  at  Pumping  Station — Harrison  F.  Gibbs. 


Superintendent's  office  in  rear  of  Engine  House,  Main  Street. 

Eates  payable  at  Town  Treasurer's  office,  semi-annually,  in 
advance,  May  1  and  November  1. 

Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  examine  bills  and  claims 
against  the  Department,  the  first  Wednesday  Evening  of  each 
month. 

Bills  against  the  Department  must  be  rendered  on  or  before 
the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month,  or  they  will  lie  over  until 
the  following  month. 

Approved  bills  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer  at  Town  House, 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Office  of  Superintendent  Water  Works,  ) 
Plymouth,  January  1,  1886.  j 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Water  Works  : 

Gentlemen — I  present  to  you  my  twelfth  annual  report, 

showing  briefly  the  operations  of  this  Department  during  the 

year  ending  Dec.  31,  1885. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

There  has  been  laid  during  the  year  1,193  feet  of  wrought 
iron  and  cement  pipe,  at  a  cost  of  $679.34.  Of  this,  77  feet  was 
2-inch  pipe  laid  on  Winslow  Street,  20  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  on 
Water  Street,  and  540  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  on  Brewster 
Street,  all  connected  on  Water  Street,  at  junction  of  Brewster 
Street.  Also,  lowered  60  feet  of  2-inch  pipe  on  Winslow  Street 
to  conform  to  new  grade,  at  a  cost  of  $338.71,  including  the 
setting  of  two  2-inch  gates  on  Winslow  Street,  and  one  4-inch 
gate  on  Water  Street,  north  of  Brewster  Street  branch;  155 
feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  on  Summer  Street  to  residence  of  Edwin 
S.  Paulding,  at  a  cost  of  $85.88  ;  90  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  on 
Samoset  Street  to  residence  of  Charles  L.  Johnson,  at  a  cost  on 
$48.25  ;  311  feet  of  4-inch  pipe  laid  on  Brewster  Street  from  Court 
Street  to  connect  with  the  pipe  laid  from  Water  Street,  at  a  cost 
I  of  $206.50,  including  the  lowering  of  130  feet  of  the  4-inch  pipe 
on  Brewster  Street,  and  the  setting  of  one  4-inch  gate  on  Court 
Street  on  the  Brewster  Street  branch, 
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SEE  VICES. 

There  has  been  30  services  put  in  during  the  year,  at  a  cost 
of  $133.82,  making  a  total  of  1,242  service  pipes  attached  to  the 
main  and  distribution  pipes,  the  street  length  being  24,840  feet. 
There  have  been  eight  leaks  in  the  service  pipes  this  year,  the 
cost  of  repairs  being  $20.44.  The  number  of  new  taps  during 
the  year  has  not  been  as  large  as  last  year.  In  three  cases 
galvanized  iron  service  pipes  have  been  taken  out  and  replaced 
by  cement-lined  or  lead. 

The  number  of  services  pipes  laid  the  last  twelve  years  are 
shown  in  the  following  table. 


When  laid.  Number. 

During  1874,  58 

1875,  17 

1876,  46 

1877,  25 

1878,  29 

1879,  35 

1880,  27 

1881,  23 

1882,  17 

1883,  40 

1884,  49 

1885,  30 


Total  for  twelve  years  396 


DISTRIBUTING  PIPES. 
No  special  trouble  of  any  kind  has  arisen  during  the  year 
with  this  pipe,  and  all  of  it  is  at  present  in  good  order.  The 
total  number  of  leaks  reported  was  38,  or  15  less  than  in  1884, 
none  of  a  serious  character,  and  much  of  it  arose  from  changes 
in  temperature,  imperfect  workmanship,  and  weak  and  defective 
pipes. 

The  main,  distributing  and  service  pipe  leakages  for  the  last 
twelve  years  are  shown  by  the  following  comparative  statement 
of'annuaHeakages  since_I)ec.  31,  1873j 
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GATES. 

There  have  been  seven  new  gates  set,  ranging  in  size  from 
2-inch  to  6-inch  ;  one  4-inch  on  Sandwich  Street,  north  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  Street  branch,  at  a  cost  of  $24.83.  The  cost  of  tne 
remainder  is  included  in  the  costs  of  the  extensions  to  which 
they  belong. 


RESERVOIR. 

The  Eeservoir  has  remained  in  its  usual  good  condition 
throughout  the  year.  I  would  recommend  that  the  embank- 
ment and  slopes  be  covered  with  soil  and  sowed  with  clover 
and  grass  seed  the  coming  Spring.  The  water  supply  has  been 
ample  for  all  purposes,  although  there  has  been  a  great  wastage 
by  consumers,  and,  in  most  cases,  unnecessary.  One  cause  Of 
the  trouble  is  that  consumers  have  allowed  the  water  to  run  in 
the  night  to  avoid  the  freezing  of  pipes,  thus  increasing  the 
nightly  consumption.  This  is  one  of  the  evils  which  will  have 
to  be  suppressed  in  the  near  future,  when  the  increased  con- 
sumption from  the  natural  growth  of  the  town  shall  have  made 
larger  demands  on  the  supply. 

The  Eeservoir  has  been  enclosed  with  a  4-foot  picket  fence, 
with  a  2-inch  plank  base  one  foot  high,  the  aggregate  highth 
being  five  feet,  with  driveways  on  Sever  and  Allerton  streets.  A 
gate  has  been  placed  on  the  southeast  corner,  and  all  gates  can 
be  kept  securely  locked.  The  aggregate  length  of  the  fence  is 
805  feet  aud  2  inches. 


I 
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LEAKS. 

The  leaks,  as  has  been  the  case  the  last  twelve  years,  are 
mainly  in  pipes  of  two  inches  and  under  in  diameter,  21  of  the 
38  reported  this  year  occurring  in  pipes  of  this  small  size.  The 
cost  of  repairs  during  the  year  has  been  $174.28. 


BOXES. 

Forty-six  service  boxes  and  two  gate  boxes  have  been  taken 
out  and  replaced  by  new  ones,  at  a  cost  of  $54.80. 


NEW  TAKERS. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  water  takers  this  year  44  fami* 
lies,  35  water  closets,  9  bathing  tubs,  and  3  steam  boilers. 


LABOR. 

Whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the  year.  .   $1,356  50 


Amount  paid  for  labor  on  extensions   $271  68 

Amount  paid  for  all  other  labor    1,084  91 

 $1,356  59 

Amount  received  for  labor,  trenching  . . .  $324  61 
Amount  received  for  shutting  off  services.        84  50 


409  11 


Total  cost  of  labor  during  the  year,  less  refunded     $947  48 


7 
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SCHEDULE 

Showing  the  number  of  feet  of  each  size  of  pipe,  and  the  num- 
ber and  size  of  stop-gates  on  the  Works,  Dec.  31,  1885 : 


SIZE  IN  INCHES. 

LENGTH  OF  PIPE  IN 
FEET. 

NO.  OF  STOP-GATES. 

20 

56 

12 

64 

2 

10 

18,362 

8 

8 

4,616 

8 

6 

8,915 

10 

4 

42,328 

53 

3 

9,279 

12 

2 

29,359 

65 

1 

1,861 

7 

Totals,  66 

114,825 

165 

The  street  length  of  service  pipes  being  24,840  feet,  with  the 
main  and  distribution  pipes,  makes  a  total  of  139,665  feet  of 
pipe,  or  26  miles  and  2,385  feet. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sizes  and  length  of  the  wrought- 
iron  and  cement-lined  distributing  pipes  laid  the  last  twelve 
years : 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  undersigned,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  calls  f<^r  aid  from  the  poor  outside  are  a  little  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year.  The  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  have  been 
well  cared  for,  made  comfortable,  and,  as  you  will  see,  we  have 


not  exceeded  our  appropriation. 

Balance  undrawn,  Jan.  1, 1885   $424  92 

The  Town  raised  for  support  of  the  poor,  the  past 

year   6,500  00 

Eeceived  from  other  towns  for  supplies  furnished 

their  poor   1,434  88 

Eeceived  from  Murdock  Fund   18  25 

18,378  05 

Amount  expended   $7,999  27 

Amount  unexpended  ...    378  78 

$8,378  05 

INSANE  POOR. 

A  mount  expended     $2,238  88 

Amount  overdrawn  Jan.  1, 1885    $100  66 

Amount  appropriated  for  insane  poor  .  . .     1,600  00 

Amount  reimbursed    435  76 

  2,136  42 

Overdrawn  , . .   $102  46 
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POOR  AT  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 


Number  of  inmates,  Jan.  1,  1885    16 

"     admitted  during  the  year   5 

"     discharged  during  the  year   2 

"     died  during  the  year   4 

"     remaining  Jan.  1,  1886    15 


INSANE  POOR. 

Number  at  the  hospitals,  Jan.  1,  1885               ....  11 

"     admitted  during  the  year   4 

"     discharged  during  the  year   1 

"     died  during  the  year   3 

"     remaining  Jan.  1,  1886    11 


We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  for  the  ensuing  year  $6,500,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
insane  pocr,  $1,725,  which  is  the  same  for  poor,  and  $125  more 
lor  insane  poor. 

GEOKGE  H.  JACKSON, )  Overseers 
JOHN  CHUECHILL,      [  of 
CHAELES  P.  HATCH,    j  Poor. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Engineers  respectfully  submit 
their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1885  : 

THE  WORKING  FORGE 

of  the  Department  consists  of  six  Engineers  and  120  men, 
including  twenty  call  members  in  the  company  at  Seaside, 
who  receive  pay  only  when  on  duty.  The  force  is  not  as  large 
as  last  year,  one  company  having  been  disbanded  by  vote  of 
the  Town  at  the  April  meeting. 


APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  of  the  Department  is  the  same  as  last  year, 
with  the  exception  of  one  old  hand  engine,  retired  by  vote  of 
the  Town  at  the  April  meeting,  and  consists  of  two  steamers ; 
one  hand  engine,  located  at  Seaside;  one  hook  and  ladder 
carriage  with  225  feet  of  ladders ;  the  steamers  having  each 
a  hose  carriage  with  700  feet  of  two  and  one-half  inch  hose ; 
hand  engine  hose  carriage  with  500  feet  of  two-inch  hose ; 
four  independent  hose  carriages  each  with  from  300  to  500 
feet  of  two-inch  hose ;  the  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  with  all 
necessary  ropes,  hooks,  pikes,  axes,  etc.  All  the  above  in  good 
working  order. 
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HOSE. 

We  have  at  this  time  in  the  Department  5,000  feet  of  hose, 
all  or  nearly  all  in  good  condition,  500  feet  having  been  pur- 
chased the  past  year,  and  now  feel  that  the  Department  is  well 
supplied  with  hose  that  can  be  depended  upon. 


BUILDINGS. 

All  the  apparatus  of  the  Department,  with  the  exception  of 
one  hose  carriage,  is  now  located  in  buildings  owned  by  the 
Town,  only  one  small  room  being  rented  for  the  use  of 
the  Department,  and  that  in  the  south  part  of  the  Town,  the 
hose  formerly  on  Leyden  Street  having  been  transferred  to 
the  building  on  Watson's  Hill,  vacated  by  old  engine.  The 
buildings  are  generally  in  good  repair,  but  all  need  painting. 


HYDRANTS  AND  RESERVOIRS. 

Three  new  post  hydrants  have  been  added  the  past  year, 
making  in  all  sixty-two  hydrants,  all  in  good  order.  The  five 
reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Town  are  all  in  good  condition, 
except  that  on  the  Green  leaks  slightly,  as  reported  last  year. 


FIRES.  • 

There  has  been  but  one  fire  the  past  year  to  which  the 
Department  was  called,  that  at  the  Works  of  the  Plymouth 
Cordage  Company,  which  occurred  on  the  evening  of 
January  3,  a  very  cold  night.  The  men  of  the  Department 
were  promptly  on  hand  and  worked  nobly,  and  proved  that 
they  could  be  depended  upon  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances. The  loss  by  the  fire  was  said  to  be  $150,000,  fully 
covered  by  insurance. 
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The  two  other  fires  within  the  limits  of  the  Town,  for  which 
no  alarm  was  given,  they  being  outside  of  the  water  supply, 
were  in  the  south  part  of  the  Town :  one  of  them  a  stable 
owned  by  Mr.  Henry  Sawyer,  the  other  a  dwelling-house 
owned  by  Mr.  Butters,  both  wholly  destroyed. 


FINANCE. 
Cr. 

By  balance  from  last  year   $50  86 

By  appropriation   3,000  00 

$3,050  86 

Dr. 

To  expenditures,  1885    2,841  42 

Undrawn  balance    $209  44 


APPROPRIATION 

It  is  estimated  that  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  will  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  Department  the  coming  year,  and  is  recom- 
mended. 


RECOMMEND  A  TION 

The  Board  of  Engineers  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  the  importance  of  having  some  sort  of  a 
chemical  engine  in  this  Department,  and  recommend  that  the 
matter  be  brought  before  the  Town,  as  no  fire  department  is 
considered  complete  without  one  such  machine. 
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CONCLUSION. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Department  for  their  promptness  and  efficiency  at  all  times 
when  on  duty,  and  for  their  willingness  to  respond  to  all  de- 
mands made  upon  them,  and  to  all  citizens  who  have  kindly 
assisted  us,  in  any  way,  we  would  tender  our  thanks. 
Kespectfully  for  Engineers, 

H.  P.  BAILEY,  Chief. 


8 


58 


Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  :  We  respectfully  submit  the  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  at 


this  time : 

Amount  received  of  Town  Treasurer   $2,759  43 

Amount  received  of  Trustees  of  the  Duxbury  &  Co- 
Basset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund   261  60 

Income  from  the  same   349  95 

$3,870  98 

The  amount  is  invested  in — 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  consolidated 

bonds,  6  per  cent   $990  00 

Central  Massachusetts  Railroad  stock,  21  4-5  shares.  261  60 

Globe  National  Bank  stock,  4  shares     392  00 

Tremont  National  Bank  stock,  6  shares                ...  639  00 

Blackstone  National  Bank  stock,  10  shares   1,046  25 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank  •   542  13 


$3,870  98 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, )  T 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,       |  1 1  ustees' 

Plymouth,  Jan.  29,  1886. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  FLY  MOUTH  IN  1885. 


Jan.      1.    John  Miller  and  Mary  Riedel,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Jan.    14.    Oliver  S.  Holmes  of  Plymouth  and  Bessie  Rogers  ,of 
Chelsea.    Married  in  Chelsea. 

Jan.    15.    William  Covington  and  Jennie  Goodie,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Jan.    29.    Charles  S.  Johnson  of  Brockton  and  Cynthia  T.  Hall  of 
Plymouth.  t 

Feb.      1.    William  C.  Harlow  and  Helen  May  Sherman,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.      8.    Michael  Dolan  and  Bridget  I^arles,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Feb.    12.    Thomas  F.  Dean  of  Sandwich  and  Elizabeth  Faunce  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.    17.    John  E.  Jordan  and  Alice  F.  Blanchard,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Feb.    17.    Thomas  H.  Dunlavy  and  Elizabeth  C.  Murray,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.    21.    Adelbert  L.  Christie  and  Alice  L.  Christie,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Feb.    28.    Frederick  A.  Reviere  and  Ida  M.  Bailey,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Mar.      3,    Joseph  Ray  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  Jane  Brown  of  Cam- 
bridge.   Married  in  Cambridge, 
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Mar.      3.    James  A.  Lynn  and  Anna  Wells,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Mar.    12.    George  E.  Randall  and  Aggie  W.  Dunn,-  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Mar.    13.    James  W.  Doe,  of  Washington,  Me.,  and  Mary  A. 
Bartlett,  of  Plymouth. 

Mar.    14.    Mark  B.  Hunnewell  and  Nannie  M.  Hall,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Carver. 

Mar.    26.    John  L.  Stoff  of  Boston  and  Betsey  C.  Childs  of  Dux- 
bury. 

Apr.      2.    William  R.  McKenzie  and  Katie  Ann  McLean,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.      2.    Moses  N.  Pierce  and   Lyclia    K.  Raymond,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.    12%   John  H.  Sampson  of  Dnxbury  and  Hattie  E.  Robbins 
of  Plymouth. 

Apr.    30.    Thomas  A.  Holsgrove  and  Annie  A.  O'Brien,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May     2.    Elmer  F.  Shaw  of  Carver  and  Hattie  A.  Squires  of 
Plymouth. 

May    20.    William  S.  Kyle  of  Portland,  Me.,  and  Abby  Morton  of 
Plymouth. 

June     1.    Ebenezer  Bumpus  and  Hittie  M.  Raymond,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June     3.    Frank  P.  Fletcher  of  Concord  and  Letitia  Hutchinson  of 
Plymouth. 

June   10.    Antoine  Rose  and  Ida  Schuls,  both  of  Plymouth. 

June   17.    Robert  R.  Bartlett  and  Lena  P.  Robbins,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Campello. 

June   18.    George  S.  Dyer  and  Ada  B,  Smith,  both  of  Plymouth, 
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June   25.    Edward  H.  Adams  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  F.  Milliken 
of  Boston.    Married  in  Boston. 

July     6.    William  C.  Collingwood  and  Elizabeth  L.  Paddock,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

July   16.    Thomas  V.  Lavache  and  Emily  E.  Verry,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Aug.     1.    Freeman  S.  Cornish  and  Elizabeth  Griswold,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug,    17.    Oliver  F.  Lapham  of  Plymouth  and  Lizzie  Gertrude 
York  of  Melrose. 

Sept.     2.    William  H.  Danforth  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  Amelia 
Gill  of  Boston.    Married  in  Roxbury. 

Sept.     2.    John  W.  Newhall  and  Cordelia  A.  Barrows,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.     3.    Charles  A.  Smith  and  Hattie  S.  Barrows,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.     5.    Willie  Black,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  and  Luella  F.  Parsons  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.    10.    Charles  L.  Johnson  and  Amelia  Lawson,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.    10.    George  W.  Morey  and  Annie  C.  Chase,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.    11.    William  A.  Stranger  of  Kingston  and  Louisa  Prior  of 
Boston. 

Sept.    14.    Charles  H.  Flack  of  Cambridge  and  Edith  M.  Griswold 
of  Plymouth. 

Sept.    15.    William  R.  Butters  and  Ida  M.  Lapham,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.    21.    E.  Thurston  Damon  of  Plymouth  and  Amy  W.  Finney 
of  Kingston.    Married  in  Kingston, 
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Sept.  25.  Sophus  Peter  Larson  and  Mary  E.  Richmond,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  10.  Charles  Rice  and  Marion  F.  Millington,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.  20.  Vincent  Dowling  and  Joanna  D.  Lynch,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.  22.  George  F.  Stickney  of  Worcester  and  Amelia  P.  Lewis 
of  New  Bedford. 

Oct.    25.    John  Murdock  and  Jessie  F.  Tillson,  both  of  Carver. 

Oct.  29.  Frank  S.  Stacy  and  Clara  F.  Noyes,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Married  in  Boston. 

Oct.  31.*  John  P.  Pierce  and  Henrietta  M.  King,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Nov.  1.  Robert  J.  Proctor  and  'Nellie  W.  Swift,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Nov.  2.  Jahaziel  J.  Howard  of  Amoy,  China,  and  Ellen  M. 
Douglass  of  Plymouth. 

Nov.    11.    Alpheus  Parkhurst  and  Mary  Booth,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.    15.    Richard  King  and  Annie  Commo,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.    15.    Zimri  Cathcart  of  South  Abington  and  Laura  A.  Swift 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  17.  Thomas  H.  O'Donnell  and  Annie  M.  McArdle,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  18.  Oscar  Marsh  of  Duxbury  and  Nannie  W.  Ellis  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Nov.  18.  Henry  L.  Stegmeir  of  Plymouth  and  Margaret  B.  Brown 
of  Kingston. 

Nov.  23.  t  Albert  E.  Manter  and  Alice  Hankerson,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Boston. 

Nov.  25.  John  Alexander  Wood  of  Brockton  and  Susan  Hudson, 
of  Plymouth, 
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Nov.    25.    Nathaniel  Ellis  of  Plymouth  and  Emily  O.  Tillson  of 

Carver.    Married  in  Rochester. 
Nov.    26.    Walter  A.   Dow  of  Somerville  and  Stella  J.  Griffin  of 

Cambridge. 

Nov.]:  26.    Ephraim  Fuller,  Jr.,  of  Plympton  and  Lucy  F.  Godfrey 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.     3.    Henry  T.  Lapham  and  Mary  E.  Butters,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.     5.    Catano  Fratus  and  Mary  Prara,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Dec.     7.    Ferdinand  Banker  and  Amelia  Schulz,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Dec.    14.    John  Devine  and  Maggie  Miller,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Dec.    16.    Augustus  B.  Rogers  and  Grace  F.  Dunham,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.    24.    Caleb  M.  Dunham  and  Emeline  Finney,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.   31.    Frederick  C.  Hoyt  and  Lizzie  Mclnnis,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December 


31,  1885: 

BIRTHS. 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1885   160 

Males     77 

Females     83 

The  parentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows : 

Both  parents  born  in  United  States   95 

"          "            Germany   13 

Italy   6 

"          "            British  Provinces   4 

Ireland   3 

England  . .  '   1 

Scotland   1 

Mixed,  one  parent  American   25 

Mixed,  other  nationalities    7 

Unknown    5 


MARRIAGES. 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1885    70 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States   47 

British  Provinces    3 

"           "            Germany    1 

Ireland   1 

Mixed,  one  American   17 

Mixed,  other  nationalities  .♦,,»..,■,,  , ,   1 
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DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  1885,  154, 
twenty-seven  of  which  occurred  out  of  town  and  were  brought 


to  Plymouth  for  burial. 

Males   73 

Females   81 

Born  in  United  States   137 

"       Ireland  -  4 

"       British  Provinces     3 

England   1 

Africa   1 

Unknown   8 


I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Town  to  the  crowded  and 
uncomfortable  condition  of  the  Town  Clerk's  room,  and  I  would 
recommend  that  the  Water  Department  be  removed,  and  the 
room  fitted  up  and  furnished  for  the  sole  convenience  of  the 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  for  that  branch  of  the  Town's 
business.  .  • 

CURTIS  DAVIE,  Town  Clerk 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


•OF  THE- 


School  Committee 


-AND- 


Superintendent  of  Schools 


■OF  THE- 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOTUH 


-FOR- 


«n855.I» 


PLYMOUTH : 
Avery  &  Poten,  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1886, 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Term  Expires. 

F.  N.  KNAPP,   1888 

WM.  T.  DAVIS,   1888 

GEORGE  F.  WESTON,       ....  1887 

JAMES  D.  THURBER,     .....  1886 

CHARLES  I.  LITCHFIELD,        .       .       .  1886 

JAMES  MILLAR,   1886 


Chairman— F.  N.  KNAPP. 


Secretary— JAMES  D.  THURBER. 
Superintendent  of  Schools— CHARLES  BURTON. 


Note. — George  A.  Tewksbury,  whose  term  would  have  expired 
in  1887,  resigned  during  the  year  1885,  and  his  place  was  filled, 
under  the  provisions  of  law,  until  the  next  annual  election,  by  the 
choice  of  James  Millar.  Consequently  at  the  March  Meeting  the 
Town  will  be  called  on  to  choose  two  members  for  three  years,  ancl 
one  for  one  year. 


Report  of  the  School  Committee. 


The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1885. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  the  Town  made  three 
distinct  appropriations  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
Committee  for  the  purposes  stated.  These  were  as 
follows : 

For  the  support  of  schoools   $22,000  00 

For  books  and  supplies. ,   2,000  00 

For  the  enlargement  of  the  North  Inter- 
mediate School-house   .    700  00 

The  amount  of  bills  paid  during  the  year, 
chargeable  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  schools  was   21,806  36 

A  variation  of  five  dollars  will  be  observed  between 
the  expenditures  reported  by  the  Committee,  and  those 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  Selectmen,  owing  to  a  wrong 
charge  of  that  amount  on  the  Town  books,  which  was 
afterwards  credited  to  the  school  account*  Of  the 
bills  paid,  nineteen,  amounting  to  $601.01,  were  those  of 
the  year  1884.  Of  the  bills  contracted  during  the  year 
1885  only  four  were  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the 
account  on  the  31st  of  December,  amounting  in  all  to 
$29.39  ;  and  at  the  date  of  this  report,  February  3d? 
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1886,  it  may  be  stated,  with  confidence,  that  every  bill 
chargeable  to  the  School  Department  prior  to  January 
1st,  1886,  has  been  rendered  and  paid. 

The  amount  of  bills  paid  during  the  year, 
chargeable  to  the  appropriation  for 
books  and  supplies  was   $2,793  27 

The  expenditures  in  this  branch  of  the  School 
Department  were  made  in  compliance  with  the  law 
passed  in  1884,  requiring  towns  to  furnish  text  books 
and  supplies  for  the  use  of  scholars  in  the  public  schools. 
With  no  experience  to  guide  the  Committee  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  demand,  it  was  impossible  for  them,  in 
the  first  year  of  the  operation  of  the  law,  to  make  a 
well-founded  estimate  of  the  appropriation  needed  for 
the  supply.  These  expenditures,  enforced  by  law, 
though  kept  within  as  close  limits  as  the  interests  of  the 
schools  would  admit,  have  exceeded  anticipations  ; 
affording,  however,  a  basis  for  future  estimates,  and  a 
reason  to  believe  that  during  the  coming  year  even  a 
smaller  appropriation  than  the  last  will  be  sufficient  to 
repair  and  renew  the  supply  heretofore  furnished. 

The  appropriation  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Inter- 
mediate School-house,  at  the  North,  remains  intact.  It 
was  made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  accommodations  for  the 
increasing  number  of  scholars  in  that  section  of 
the  Town.  It  was  found,  however,  on  further 
consideration,  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
scholars  was  chiefly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cordage  Works, 
and  that  the  proposed  enlargement  would  not  meet  the 
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existing  want.  It  was  thought  best,  therefore,  to  make 
some  temporary  arrangement  to  meet  the  exigency,  in 
anticipation  of  a  time,  in  the  near  future,  when  the 
precise  wants  of  that  neighborhood  could  be  better 
determined,  and  its  various  schools  be  massed  in  one 
building.  The  upper  room  of  the  engine  house,  not  far 
from  the  Kingston  line,  was  fitted  up  during  the  Summer 
vacation,  and  for  the  present  will  suitably  accommodate 
the  new  school  there  established.  The  cost  of  fitting 
and  furnishing  the  room  was  $89.82,  and  is  included  in 
the  regular  school  expenses. 

The  classified  school  account  will,  therefore,  stand 
as  follows  : 

Dr. 


Teachers'  salaries   $16,567  49 

Superintendent   1,000  00 

Repairs  and  House  supplies   «     1,055  68 

Fuel   1,195  00 

Care  of  Buildings.  .  .  .'   1,071  21 

Horse  hire  by  Superintendent   189  50 

Printing   119  10 

Truant  Officers   120  00 

Equipment   327  12 

Hall  for  Exhibition  of  1884.   40  25 

Fitting  new  School-room   89  82 

Sundries   31  19 


$21,806  36 

Cr. 

Appropriation  :   $22,000  00 

Income  of  Murdock  Fund   18  25 


$22,018  25 

Balance  undrawn   $211  89 

ii 
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BOOK  AND  SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 

Expenditures  for  books  and  supplies..   ..  $2,793  27 

Cr. 

Appropriation   2,000  00 

Overdrawn   $793  27 

SCHOOL  HOUSE  ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 

Expenditures   $000  00 

Cr. 

Appropriation   700  00 

Balance  undrawn  ,   $700  00 


Taking  the  school  and  book  accounts  together,  as 
they  are  entered  in  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Treasurer, 
the  net  deficiency  is  $581.38.  Your  Committee  recom- 
mend that  the  following  appropriations  be  made  at  the 


annual  meeting: 

For  deficiency   $581  38 

For  books  and  supplies   1,800  00 

For  support  of  schools   21,300  00 


And  they  further  recommend  that  the  unexpended 
school-house  balance  of  $700  be  transferred  to  the 
accounts  for  schools,  making  the  amount  available 
the  same  as  last  year. 

Your  Committee  feel  that  the  schools  of  the  Town, 
as  a  whole,  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition  ;  and  that  a 
faithful  and  thorough  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Superintendent  and    by    the    teachers.     For  detailed 
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accounts  of  the  several  schools,  we  refer  you  to  the  report 
of  the  Superintendent. 

In  arranging  the  course  of  study  your  Committee,  in 
concurrence  with  the  Superintendent,  try  to  keep 
steadily  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  demand  of  the  present 
age  is  not  to  have  our  schools  turn  out  a  few  prodigies 
in  some  special  branches  of  learning,  but  to  turn  out  a 
great  many  pupils  who  shall  have  acquired  real  mental 
discipline,  a  wide  range  of  thought,  and  that  interest  in 
the  laws  of  nature  and  of  government,  and  in  the 
movements  of  the  day,  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  subse- 
quent growth  in  a  practical  education,  and  in  the 
qualities  which  lead  to  good  citizenship.  And  let  us  all 
bear  this  in  mind  as  we  consider  our  school  system  ;  that 
a  primary  object  of  all  education,  in  school  and  out  of  it, 
is  to  create  good  citizens, — men  and  women,  who  can 
take  hold  of  the  work  of  life  understandingly  and  . 
conscientiously  ;  who  can  make  society  stronger 
and  better,  help  advance  all  that  is  true,  and  intelligently 
reform  what  is  wrong.  Unless  such  results  come  from 
our  schools  the  system  is  at  fault,  our  money  is  wasted, 
and  a  wrong  is  done  to  the  rising  generation. 

One  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  times,  when 
there  is  such  a  drift  in  our  great  cities  towards  what  is 
showy  and  superficial,  is  this  apparently  spontaneous 
awakening  of  the  offices  of  education  to  the  necessity  of 
introducing  into  the  public  schools  those  studies  and 
exercises  which  bring  the  thought  of  the  pupils  more 
directl}'  into  contact  with  real  things,  and  with  moral 
obligations.    Take  the  recent  annual  reports  of  most  of 
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the  towns  of  our  Commonwealth,  and  there  is  found 
evidence  of  this  gratifying  tendency.  We  trust  that 
our  own  Town  will  cordially  sustain  the  Committee  in 
any  changes  they  may  make  to  secure  this  broader  form 
of  education  in  our  public  schools.  One  contribution  to 
this  end  has  been  the  introduction,  during  the  past  year, 
into  our  High  School  course,  of  a  series  of  lectures,  or 
''familiar  talks7'  by  different  individuals  (not  teachers) 
upon  various  practical  topics,  connected  with  the 
preservation  of  health  ;  the  anatomy  of  the  human 
frame  ;  business  affairs  ;  the  early  history  of  our 
own  Town  ;  legal  rights  ;  the  duties  of  citizens  and 
kindred  themes.  We  hope  to  have  this  series  continued 
during  the  coming  year,  with  still  greater  efficiency  and 
frequency.  The  pupils  of  the  High  School  have 
evidently  enjoyed  these  familiar  talks,  and  entered 
cordially  into  their  spirit.  And  we  feel  confident  that 
the  school  hours  thus  used,  are  turned  to  better  account 
than  if  employed  in  carrying  the  pupils  a  little  further 
on  in  some  of  their  more  advanced  studies.  And,  at  this 
point,  the  Committee  desire  to  thank  those  gentlemen 
who  have  rendered  this  valuable  service. 

The  question  of  providing  for  manual  training  in  our 
schools,  as  recently  authorized  by  law.  has  not  yet 
received  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  Should 
marked  success  attend  experiments  in  this  direction,  now 
going  on  in  some  of  the  towns  of  the  Commonwealth, 
this  branch  of  culture  will  be  carefully  considered, 
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The  by-laws  of  the  School  Committee  have  been 
carefully  revised  and  reprinted  during  the#year,  defining 
the  duties  of  the  Committee,  of  the  Superintendent  and 
of  the  teachers.  The  law  with  respect  to  truant 
children  is  attached.  Copies  of  these  by-laws  can  be 
had,  by  any  one  who  desires  them,  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  in  the  Town  House. 

We  insert  again  certain  votes  of  the  Committee 
which  were  printed  in  the  report  of  last  year  ;  as  they 
are  connected  with  changes  which  have  not  yet  been 
fully  perfected,  and  it  is  important  that  all  the  parents 
of  the  pupils  should  be  informed  upon  the  subject, 

The  change  which  was  made  in  the  time  for  closing 
the  "school  year'7,  and  the  consequent  postponement, 
for  six  months,  of  the  usual  annual  promotion  of  pupils, 
or  their  transfer  to  schools  of  the  next  higher  grade, 
have  caused  some  annoyance  to  individuals,  and  brought 
complaints  from  parents  to  the  Committee  ;  but  such 
results  were  unavoidable,  and  the  advantages  of  the 
change  thus  made,  we  are  confident,  will  be  manifest. 

The  votes  referred  to  are  as  follows : 
Voted — That  the  result  of  the  several  general  examinations  of 
the  pupils  in  the  schools  during  the  school  year  be  made  the 
basis  for  admission  of  pupils  to  the  advanced  schools. 

Voted — That  the  standard  of  admission  to  the  High  School 
be  raised  to  what  would  correspond  to  one  year's  additional 
study  in  the  Grammar  School. 

Voted — That  any  member  of  the  graduating  class  at  the  High 
School  shall  be  excused  from  taking  part  in  the  public  exhibi- 
tions, at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  upon  presenting  a  written 
request  to  that  effect  from  his  or  her  parent  or  guardian.  Such 
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excuse  shall  not  be  considered  as  any  reason  for  withholding  a 
diploma  from  su,ph  pupil.  This  vote  shall  not  be  considered  as 
in  any  way  excusing  the  pupil  from  writing  and  handing  to  the 
Principal  the  composition  required  from  each  member  of  the 
graduating  class. 

Voted — That  the  "school  year"  hereafter  close  with  the  end 
of  the  Summer  term,  and  that  the  present  senior  class  of  the 
High  School  graduate  at  that  time  in  1886. 


F.  N.  KNAPP, 
JAMES  D.  THURBER, 
(JEORGE  F.  WESTON, 
CHARLES  I.  LITCHFIELD, 
WM.  T.  DAVIS, 
JAMES  MILLAR, 


School 
Committee. 


Plymouth,  Feb.  3d,  1886. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Plymouth  : 
Gentlemen  : 

I  respectfully  present  herewith  the  annual  report  of 
the  Superintendent. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  that  I  feel  justified 
in  saying  that  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  Town 
is  more  satisfactory  than  at  any  other  time  during  my 
connection  with  them.  In  the  last  two  years,  we  have 
been  very  fortunate  in  employing,  as  teachers,  only  the 
best  talent  the  town  has  to  offer  among  the  graduates  of 
our  High  School.  The  ability  now  employed  in  our 
schools  is  sufficient  to  raise  them  to  the  first  rank,  if  that 
ability  were  aided  by  the  appliances  which  modern 
improvement  in  teaching  has  rendered  easily  accessible, 
and  which  are  found  in  all  the  most  advanced  schools, 
such  as  are  managed  by  superior  intelligence,  and  sup- 
ported by  superior  liberality.  Our  school-houses,  with 
only  two  exceptions,  are  now  in  so  good  condition  that 
only  the  most  critical  and  exacting  will  make  any  com- 
plaint. It  is  much  easier  to  obtain  appropriations  for 
building  expensive  school-houses  and  repairing  old  ones, 
than  for  the  purchase  of  those  appliances   which  the 
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skilled  teacher  always  requires  for  his  work.  Any  one 
can  appreciate  the  appearance  of  a  beautiful  building  ; 
but  only  the  expert  fully  knows  the  value,  in  the 
school-room,  of  books,  scientific  apparatus,  and  speci- 
mens for  object  teaching.  It  is  the  latter  which  our 
school-rooms  are  greatly  in  want  of  at  the  present  time. 

SCHOOL  YEAR. 

The  vote  of  the  Committee  that  the  school  year 
should  close  in  July  instead  of  December,  rendered  it 
necessary  to  rearrange  the  work  of  the  schools  for  the 
extra  six  months.  This  has  been  accomplished  by 
ordering  a  review  of  all  studies  in  all  schools  below  the 
High  School  ;  and  in  the  latter,  with  a  few  unimportant 
exceptions,  the  text  books,  already  in  the  hands  of  the , 
scholars,  were  sufficient  for  the  extra  work.  In  this 
way,  with  the  least  expense,  the  greatest  good  of  the 
schools  will  be  effected. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  High  School  still  labors  under  the  many  incon- 
veniences which  must  result  from  a  building  constructed, 
as  ours  has  been,  at  various  times,  a  change  made  here 
and  another  there,  as  the  needs  of  the  occasion  suggested, 
until  it  has  become  an  awkward  conglomerate  which 
poorly  protects  its  inmates  against  the  heats  of  Summer 
and  the  colds  of  Winter,  and,  by  its  general  crudeness, 
offends  the  taste  and  pride  of  the  community. 

After  a  trial  of  several  years,  the  course  of  study  of 
the  High  School,  arranged  under  the  authority  of  the 
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Committee,  still  invites  and  receives  some  criticism.  As 
it  is  a  compromise  of  various  opinions,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  it  has  vulnerable  points,  and  fails  to  satisfy  all 
parties  concerned  in  its  administration.  Examined  by 
any  person  properly  qualified  to  judge  in  the  matter, 
our  course  of  study  would  be  pronounced  somewhat 
unreasonable  in  requiring  so  much  to  be  done  in  so  short 
a  time.  The  multiplicity  of  studies  is,  doubtless,  the 
result  of  an  effort  to  satisfy  the  two  great  parties  which 
exist  in  almost  every  commuuity  ;  the  one  which  advo- 
cates ancient  language  and  literature  as  the  best  means 
of  humanizing  modern  society  ;  the  other  which  impera- 
tively demands  modern  knowledge  as  the  best  means  of 
advancing  modern  citizenship.  Between  these  two 
parties,  high  schools  in  towns  of  few  inhabitants  are  very 
much  crippled.  In  reference  to  our  own  school,  the  only 
apparent  source  of  relief  may  come  from  increasing  the 
time  allotted  to  the  course  of  study  in  the  Grammar 
Schools,  so  that  some  of  the  studies,  now  in  the  High 
School,  might  be  finished  in  the  lower  grade.  This 
arrangement  would  prove  a  great  advantage  to  those, 
also,  who  leave  school  altogether  when  they  graduate 
from  the  Grammar  School. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

The  improvement  in  all  the  Grammar  Schools  of  the 
Town  is  very  noticeable  this  year,  especially  in  arith- 
metic and  English  grammar.  In  these  two  studies,  the 
scholars  who  have  heretofore  entered  the  High  School, 
have  always  appeared  to  least  advantage,  and  have 
12 


14 


Incurred,  at  times,  severe  criticism  ;  but  the  present 
classes,  when  they  enter  the  High  School,  will  certainly 
acquit  themselves  well.  The  importance  of  these  schools 
in  completing  the  education  of  a  large  part  of  the 
Town,  ought  to  secure  an  expenditure  sufficient  to  make 
them  all  that  their  position  demands.  This  improve- 
ment can  be  accomplished  by  the  addition  of  one  year 
to  the  time  spent  in  these  schools. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

The  Intermediate  Schools  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Grades  are,  without  exception,  in  excellent  condition. 
The  North  Third  Grade  deserves  especial  mention  for  the 
very  great  improvement  during  the  past  year.  Two 
years  ago,  owing  to  the  peculiar  conditions  in  which  the 
school  was  placed,  it  was  considered  the  most  unsatisfac- 
'  tory  school  in  the  Town.  The  crowded  state  of  the  school 
was  its  most  discouraging  feature,  but  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Second  Grade,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Cordage  Works,  removed  that  difficulty,  and  the  industry 
and  vigor  of  the  present  teacher  has  done  the  rest  ;  but 
as  long  as  a  considerable  portion  of  the  scholars  attend 
school  half  the  year,  and  work  the  other  half  in  the 
factory,  it  will  be  difficult,  or,  perhaps,  impossible,  to 
keep  the  scholarship  up  to  the  grade  required. 

The  new  Second  Grade,  mentioned  above,  established 
this  year  by  the  Committee  in  the  extreme  north  part  of 
the  Town,  which  has  served  an  excellent  purpose  in 
relieving  the  North  Third  Grade,  so  hopelessly  crowded, 
has  been  well  conducted  by  its  present  teacher,  and 
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will  bear  comparison  with  other  schools  of  the  same 
grade. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Primary  Schools  are  very  fortunate  at  the 
present  time  as  to  the  number  of  scholars,  not  one 
having  more  than  forty.  Indeed,  they  have  not  been 
crowded  since  the  Sub-Primaries  have  been  established  ; 
the  latter  being  the  schools  which  receive  the  children  of 
five  years  of  age,  at  all  times  during  the  year.  They  are 
the  schools  most  subject  to  fluctuation  in  numbers,  being 
crowded  now,  and  will  be  unmanageable  for  the  next 
six  months,  unless  some  measures  of  relief  be  applied. 

DRAWING. 

As  the  demand  for  skill  in  ornamental  and 
mechanical  drawing,  as  applied  to  the  arts  and  trades  of 
practical  life,  increases,  the  interest  in  the  subject  ought 
to  increase  in  the  public  schools.  Besides  the  advan- 
tages in  professional  life  derived  from  skill  in  the  graphic 
art,  the  training  of  the  sense  of  sight  and  the  cultivation 
of  exact  and  thorough  observation  practiced  in  the 
school-room  must  be  of  universal  benefit  in  the  various 
occupations  of  life. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  very  much 
favored  by  the  visits  and  lectures  of  Mr.  C.  M.  Carter,  an 
agent  of  the  state,  engaged  in  disseminating  among 
teachers  a  knowledge  of  the  most  recent  methods 
adopted  at  the  Normal  Art  School  of  Massachusetts. 
From  his  skill  as  a  teacher,   Mr.  Carter  was  very 
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successful  in  developing  the  primary  ideas  of  his  art,  and 
in  illustrating  on  the  blackboard  precisely  what  the 
teachers  had  to  do  in  their  schools.  The  help  derived 
from  these  few  lectures  of  Mr'  Carter  has  been  so  great 
that  it  is  urgently  recommended  that  a  teacher  of  similar 
qualifications  be  employed  for  continuous  instruction  of 
our  teachers,  until  they  are  able  to  carry  their  classes 
through  a  prescribed  course,  according  to  the  most 
approved  methods. 

MUSIC. 

The  art  of  singing  may  now  be  regarded  as  a  well 
established  branch  of  instruction  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  Town.  The  interest  of  the  children  in  music 
increases,  as  was  to  be  expected,  as  their  practice  makes 
them  more  familiar  with  the  art,  and  from  their  present 
point  of  departure,  it  will  be  comparatively  easy  to  carry 
them  forward  so  rapidly  that  the  musiGal  taste  of  the 
Town  will  soon,  by  their  influence,  be  greatly  improved. 
At  recent  exhibitions  in  all  of  the  schools  receiving 
musical  instruction,  the  friends  of  the  scholars  were 
invited  to  be  present,  to  which  invitations  they 
responded  in  considerable  numbers  ;  and  all  the  opinions 
which  have  been  heard  have  been  expressive  of  satisfac- 
tion at  what  the  young  people  have  accomplished. 
Hereafter  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  people  of  the 
Town  will  gladly  acquiesce  in  any  reasonable  expen- 
diture for  the  advancement  of  music  in  the  schools. 

SCIENCE. 

The  subject  of  the  introduction  of  more  science  into 
pur  schools  was  discussed  in  the  report  of  last  year,  but 
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little  has  been  actually  done,  simply  because  the  teachers 
have  not  had  the  means  to  work  with.  If  our  teachers  were 
trained  scientists,  they  would  need  little  more  than  the 
order  to  begin  the  work  ;  but  it  is  not  discreditable  to 
our  teachers  that  they  are  not  trained  scientists,  for  even 
if  they  are  graduates  of  the  Normal  Schools,  or  Colleges, 
they  have  found  but  little  in  those  institutions  that 
would  make  them  acquainted  with  the  elementary  facts 
of  modern  science,  and  would  give  them  such  a  knowl- 
edge of  its  principles  and  methods  as  would  enable  them, 
independent  of  class  books,  to  impart  to  young  children, 
in  attractive  manner  such  knowledge  of  the  workings 
of  nature  around  them  as  they  can  comprehend. 
This  power  implies  a  great  deal.  It  implies  that 
the  teachers  themselves  have  acquired  habits  of  obser- 
vation and  thought  sufficient  to  lead  the  minds  of 
children  to  notice  those  relations  which,  in  their 
untrained  grasp  of  facts,  they  will  naturally  fail  to 
see.  Now,  there  are  already  as  many  studies  in  the 
schools  as  the  time  allowed  to  teachers  and  scholars 
will  permit,  and  if  anything  new  is  attempted,  it 
can  only  be  substituted  for  something  else.  A  change 
can  be  made  in  the  reading  department.  Instead  of  the 
common  class  book  for  miscellaneous  reading  we  can 
substitute,  in  part,  class  books  in  science,  which  can  now 
be  had  in  abundance  and  variety,  suitable  for  all  grades 
of  schools,  from  the  Primary  to  the  High  School.  These 
books  will  serve  to  give  the  needed  help  to  teachers, 
who  can  use  them  according  to  their  best  judgment  as 
reading  lessons.    After  the  reading  lesson,  conversation 
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should  follow,  which  would  explain  difficulties,  increase 
the  interest  and  give  the  inspiration  that  would  drive 
the  scholars,  on  the  first  opportunity,  to  the  fields,  the 
woods  and  the  waters  ;  to  the  wharves,  the  machine 
shops  and  the  factories,  to  bring  home  trophies  which 
the  teachers,  in  many  instances,  must  again  explain. 
After  this,  a  little  essay,  summing  up  the  scholar's 
experience,  will  put  his  observations  in  order,  and 
impress  the  subject  on  his  mind.  In  order  to  meet 
these  exigencies,  reference  books  ought  to  be  furnished, 
sufficient  to  supply  all  the  demands  of  the  school,  and  to 
tide  over  the  difficulties  which  must,  at  first,  exist  there. 
The  work  of  the  Primary  Schools  will  be  limited,  of 
course,  to  the  simplest  facts,  used,  for  the  most  part,  to 
cultivate  the  perceptive  faculties  of  the  children,  especi- 
ally the  sense  of  sight  ;  for  they  must  begin  early,  if,. in 
the  course  of  a  long  life,  they  are  to  learn  to  see. 
Throughout  the  different  grades  of  schools,  the  skilful 
teacher  would,  of  course,  adapt  the  instruction  to  the 
expanding  powers  of  the  scholar. 

If  this  course  of  reading  were  pursued  in  our  schools, 
beginning  with  the  Primary  and  ending  in  the  Grammar 
schools,  it  would  change  the  character  of  the  instruction 
given  there.  Instead  of  the  excessive  mechanical  drill,  to 
which  an  unreasonable  importance  is  attached,  we  should 
have  more  freedom  and  variety  of  movement,  more  that 
would  attract  and  arouse  the  scholar,  and  develop  in 
him,  from  his  earliest  years,  the  habit  of  original  investi- 
gation. The  self-activity  which  this  treatment  would 
bring  about,  would  be  of  more  value  than  any  knowledge 
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acquired  in  the  common  course  of  instruction,  for  it 
would  cultivate  the  reasoning  powers  of  the  pupil  so  as 
to  enable  him  to  deal  successfully  with  the  daily 
questions  of  common  life. 

In  conclusion,  a  cordial  invitation  is  offered  to  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  schools  of  the  Town,  to  visit 
them  and  examine  for  themselves.  Any  such  attention 
would  be  very  pleasing  to  the  teachers,  encouraging  to 
the  scholars,  and,  it  is  confidently  believed,  gratifying 
to  the  visitors  themselves. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  BURTON,  Superintendent. 

Plymouth,  February,  1886. 


APPENDIX. 


Population  of  the  Town   7,239 

Children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years..  .  1,234 

Number  of  Public  Schools   34 

Number  of  Private  Schools    2 

Months  the  Public  Schools  were  in  session. ....  10 
Months  the  Private  Schools  were  in  session..  .  .    •  10 

Number  of  School-houses   28 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School   4 

Number  of  teachers  in  Grammar  Schools   4 

Number  of  teachers  in  Intermediate  Schools ...  9 

Number  of  teachers  in  Primary  Schools.   15 

Number  of  teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools   5 

Number  of  scholars  in  Public  Schools   1,461 

Average  number  belonging   1,136 

Average  attendance   1,043 

Number  between  8  and  14  years  of  age   743 

Number  over  15  years  of  age   146 
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STATISTICS. 


LOCATION  OF 
SCHOOLS. 

lEiACHJiiKS. 

Salaries. 

Enrollment. 

Average 
Membersliip. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Green, 

High  School, 

A.  J.  Eaton, 
Carrie  E.  Small, 
Ellen  W.  Beane, 
Emma  F.  Briggs, 

$1  500 

tu)  X  j  fJ\J\J 

800 
700 
700 

15C 

130 

123 

Russell  Street, 

Grammar, 

Aaron  H.  Cornish, 

1  000 

62 

57 

45 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Grammar, 

Seth  S.  Crocker, 

i  ooo 

DO 

48 

43 

North, 

Grammar, 

Charles  F.  Cole, 

1  000 

54 

44 

39 

Chiltonville, 

Grammar, 

Elmer  E.  Sherman, 

800 

50 

43 

39 

South  Plymouth, 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 

Mary  L.  Holmes, 
Henry  R.  Hitchcock, 

4.00 

31 

23 

North, 

600 

56 

52 

41 

Wellingsley, 

Intermediate, 

Addie  L.  Bartlett, 

OOU 

3^ 
oo 

£i<J 

-O 

Russell  Street, 

Third  Grade, 

Carrie  I.  Mace, 

3fi0 

O  1 

oo 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Third  Grade, 

Augusta  M.  Morton, 

360 

52 

47 

40 

Russell  Street, 

Second  Grade, 

M.  Alice  Aldrich, 

320 

39 

37 

33 

Russell  Street, 

Second  Grade, 

Anna  A.  Jones, 

320 

42 

38 

32 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Second  Grade, 

Nelia  D.  Burbank, 

320 

56 

54 

47 

North, 

Second  Grade, 

Lucy  M.  Harlow, 

320 

15 

14 

13 

Cold  Spring, 

Primary, 

Frances  E,  Hovey, 

280 

41 

36 

27 

School  Street, 

Primary, 

Priscilla  Perkins, 

280 

41 

36 

34 

South  Street, 

Primary, 

Grace  D.  Chandler, 

280 

34 

31 

28 

2d  South  Street, 

Primary, 

Charlotte  R.  Bearce, 

280 

24 

19 

16 

uak  otreet, 

Primary, 

May  H.  Chandler, 

280 

57 

30 

28 

North, 

Primary, 

Mary  Moiling, 

280 

47 

40 

33 

South  Street, 

Sub-Primary, 

Judith  C.  Howland, 

280 

63 

43 

37 

Spring  .Street, 

Sub-Primary, 

Jennie  C.  Whitten, 

280 

49 

37 

28 

Oak  Grove, 

Sub- Primary, 

Nellie  M.  Smith, 

280 

3£ 

30 

22 

Cold  Spring, 

Sub-Primary, 

Mary  J.  Ellis, 
Anna  Klingenhagen, 

280 

49 

32 

20 

North, 

Sub-Primary, 

280 

63 

46 

36 

South  Plymouth, 

Primary, 
Primary, 

Lydia  A.  Sampson, 

260 

31 

22 

19 

Cliff, 

Martha  W.  Whitmore, 

260 

26 

24 

20 

Chiltonville, 

Primary, 

Susie  F.  Churchill, 

260 

21 

17 

16 

Russell  Mills, 

Primary, 

Mary  A,  Morton. 

260 

31 

18 

17 

South  Pond, 

Ungraded, 
Ungraded, 

Katie  N.  Sampson, 

300 

23 

17 

15 

Long  Pond, 

Addie  E.  Thrasher, 

260 

17 

13 

9 

Cedarville, 
West  District, 

Ungraded, 
Ungraded, 

Hepsie  E.  Pierce, 

360 

23 

17 

16 

Frances  A.  Hadaway, 

260 

10 

9 

7 

Gurnet, 

Ungraded, 

Ella  F.  Holmes, 

130 

3 

2 

2 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH 


FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  ist, 
1887. 

PLYMOUTH  : 
AVERY  &  DOTEN,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTERS. 
1887. 


PLYMOUTH  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


1886: 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  correct, 
and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with : 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1886    $18,167  54 

Cash  from — 

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials     15,353  65 

County,  dog  fund  _  _  670  43 

Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hills  Cemetery   507  33 

Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  fishery     193  50 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   400  CO 

Interest  from  delinquent  taxes   423  27 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund  ,   28  58 

Pedlars'  licenses                                              _  13  50 

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans   13  81 

State  aid  refunded   ,   j  379  qq 

Indigent  State  aid  refunded   535  53 

National  Bank  tax  from  State  of  Massachusetts. .  2,188  92 

Corporation  tax   6  ggg  24 

Interest  from  Warren  fund   50  00 

Billiard  and  rink  licenses   10  00 

Land  rent   6  00 

Poor  Department,  reimbursements                   .    .  1540  7  47 

Koad  Department,  reimbursements   1,984:  87 

Insane  poor,  reimbursements   841  39 


Carried  forward   $51,045  03 
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Amount  brought  forward   $51,045  03 

Cash  from — 

Contingent,  reimbursements .  . .   .   .    161  10 

School  Department,  reimbursements  .  .    766  88 

School  Department,  reimbursements  from  Murdock 

fund   18  25 

Poor  Department,  reimbursements  from  Murdock 

fund   18  25 

Widows'  fund,  reimbursements   10  00 

Fines,  violation  by-laws  . .        .  ,     2  00 

Sale  of  herring  brooks   23  50 

Circus  license   37  50 

Taxes  of  1884    2,013  22 

Taxes  of  1885   5,742  00 

Taxes  of  1886   63,327  76 

Water  Department,  reimbursements   4,949  44 

Burial  Hill   125  90 

Tax  sales  . . .    71 

New  road,  reimbursements   3  00 

$128,244  54 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows: 

To  payments  on — 

Account  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Eailroad  loan   $1,500  00 

Note  at  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   1,000  00 

Note  to  Estate  Susan  Manter   200  00 

National  Bank  tax   3,765  05 

State  tax  ,   4,110  00 

County  tax ....    5,055  34 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   253  68 

Widows   143  00 

Water  Works,  loans  and  extensions   18,655  07 

Amount  carried  forward   $34,682  14 
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Amount  brought  for  ward   $34,682  14 

To  payments  on — 

Watch  and  police   1,238  69 

Treasurer     600  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Town  debt  and  interest   2,299  88 

State  aid   \  g^g  75 

Schools   23,644  35 

Koads  and  bridges   IX  193  29 

New  roads     1,911  41 

Insane  poor   2,597  39 

Poor     8,703  02 

Fire  Department                                    .  3,560  00 

Burial  Hill   250  87 

Contingent   3,031  81 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House    1,721  19 

Assessors    gQ5 

Plymouth  Public  Library   . .    1?000  00 

Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  fishery    92  68 

Warren  fund   128  90 

Collector  of  Taxes   594.  53 


To  cash  paid — 

Indigent  soldiers  ...  

Abatements   

Chiltonville  water  extension  

New  reservoir   

Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund  trustees 

North  Intermediate  school,  balance  account. 

Samuel  Sampson,  administrator  estate  Alice  B 

Sampson  

Cash  on  hand  


$99,437  71 

1,129  64 
808  85 
4,047  42 
5,254  20 
317  50 
700  00 

1,000  00 
15,549  22 


$128,244  54 
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The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments  are  as 


follows : 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   $4  92 

Yine  Hills  Cemetery   459  93 

Town  debt  and  interest   424  73 

Watch  and  police   41  18 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   292  94 

Tax  sales   71 

Abatements   766  49 

Eoads  and  bridges    1,282  57 

Fire  Department   649  44 

Waterworks   2,773  11 

Warren  fund   1,064  93 

Collector  of  Taxes   8  99 

Contingent   129  29 

Schools   240  78 

Assessors   139  60 

Training  Green  fund   732  07 

$9,011  68 

The  overdrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments  are  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Insane  poor    $31  00 

Indigent  aid   564  82 

New  roads   208  41 

Chiltonville  water  extension   4,047  42 

New  reservoir    5,254  20 

Poor   416  77 


$10,522  62 
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TOWN  DEBT. 
Water  Loan  Funded. 

70,000  four  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  June 
1,  1885,  payable  within  30  years 
in  proportional  payments  of  $2,800 
each  year,  commencing  June  1, 
1890   $70,000  00 

20,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  Aug. 

1,  1864,  payable  Aug.  1,  1894   20,000  00 

2,000  six  per  cent.  bonds>  due  June  1, 

1885    2,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  interest  5  per  cent...     6,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  due  Aug.  2,  1890,  interest 
4J  per  cent   6,000  00 


$104,000  00 


DUXBURY  AND  COHASSET  EAILROAD  LOAN. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  interest  4  per  cent  $6,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  due  April  1,  1890,  interest 
4  per  cent . .  ........  .........     6,000  00 

  12,000  00 


$116,000  00 
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Temporary  Loan. 
Amount  brought  forwar  d   $116,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able April  13,  1888,  interest  4  per 
cent   15,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  payable  March  20,  1888, 
interest  4  per  cent  •  . .       6,700  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able Sept.  18,  1886,  interest  4  per 
cent   10,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on 

demand,  interest  4  per  cent   6,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able March  30,  1891,  interest  4 
per  cent    5,000  00 

Notes  to  sundry  parties   4,900  00 

 $37,600  00 

Undrawn  balance  of  the  several  departments.  . . .        9,011  68 

$162,611  68 

Less. 

Uncollected  taxes,  1885   $1,615  75 

Uncollected  taxes,  1886   7,272  92 

State  aid  due  from  State   1,346  75 

Indigent  aid  due  from  State   564  82 

Cash  on  hand   15,549  22 

  26,349  46 

Net  debt,  December  31,  1886    $136,262  22 

Net  debt,  December  31,  1885    135,141  32 

Increase  of  debt  in  1886   $1,120  90 

Net  amount  of  debt,  Dec.  31,  1886.  . .  $136,262  22 
Net  less  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund, 

Dec.  31,  1886...   5,398  68 

Debt  less  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31, 1886  130,863  54 
Debt  less  Sinking^Fund,  Dec.  31,  1885  131,270  34 

Decrease  in  debt,  less  Sinking  Fund,  1886.  . .         $406  80 
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Payments  have  been  made  during  the  year  on  account  of 
Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Loan,  of  $1,500,  making  the 
funded  debt  $116,000  against  $117,500  last  year.  There  has 
also  been  paid,  on  temporary  indebtedness,  the  sum  of  $1,200, 
making  the  reduction  in  funded  and  temporary  indebtednes 
$2,700  the  past  year. 

The  over  drafts,  including  the  sums  expended  for  new  reser- 
voir, and  Chiltonville  water  extension,  are  $5,561.73  in  excess  of 
last  year,  which  is  in  part  offset  by  the  following  items  of  credit, 
viz. :  payment  on  account  of  loans  as  above  stated,  $2,700  gain 
in  Bank  and  Corporation  taxes,  and  miscellaneous  receipts  in 
excess  of  revenue  covered  into  the  treasury,  $1,740.83,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $1,120.90,  which  represents  the  increase  of  the  debt 
for  the  year. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund 
during  the  year  from  net  income  from  Water  Works  in  1885, 
the  sum  of  $1,000,  balance  of  premium  on  Water  Loan,  $317.50, 
and  income  from  the  fund,  $210.20,  which  added  to  the  fund  of 
last  year,  makes  its  present  value,  Dec.  31,  1886,  $5,398.68. 
There  will  be  available  for  the  fund  an  additional  sum  of  $2,50C, 
net  income  from  Water  Works  the  past  year,  which,  with  the 
increased  market  value  of  the  securities,  give  assurance  that 
the  fund  will  amply  provide  for  meeting  the  loan  on  account  of 
Pumping  Station,  due  in  1890. 

Authority  was  given  the  Selectmen,  at  the  meeting  authoriz- 
ing the  Water  Commissioners  to  construct  a  new  reservoir,  to 
provide  for  the  expenditure  by  a  loan,  limited  within  a  period 
of  10  years.  As  the  work  is  not  completed,  and  further  addi- 
tions to  the  Works  are  contemplated,  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  to  await  the  action  of  the  Town,  when  a  new  loan  can 
be  authorized,  which  shall  distribute  the  payments  both  in  time 
and  amount,  so  as  not  to  increase  existing  obligations,  and 
become  burdensome  to  the  Town,  as  the  loan  as  at  present 
authorized  is  likely  to  do. 
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The  whole  amount  assessed  for  taxes  in  1886  was  $70,600, 
against  $71,526.06  in  1885,  with  an  increased  valuation  of 
$372,875,  of  which  $179,200  was  in  real,  and  $193,675  in  per- 
sonal property,  reducing  the  rate  from  $14.00  in  1885  to  $12.80 
in  1886.  The  present  rate  is  not  likely  to  be  maintained  with 
the  increased  appropriations  to  be  provided  for  at  the  annual 
meeting. 

There  has  been  expended  during  the  year  for  Indigent  aid  to 
soldiers,  the  sum  of  $1,129.64.  The  amount  due  from  the  State 
will  leave  a  deficiency  of   $564.82  to  be  provided  for. 


TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


Dec.  31,  1885.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $487  53 

By  appropriation   3,000  00 

By  rebate  of  interest  on  note  paid  before  maturity,  13  81 

By  interest  received  from  delinquent  taxes   423  27 


$3,924  61 

Dr. 

To  payment  of  interest  on  Duxbury  & 


Cohasset  Railroad  loan    $510  00 

To  interest  on  temporary  loans   1,684  67 

To  interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of 

taxes    105  21 

To  payments  on  principal  of  outstand- 
ing loans   1,200  00 

  3,499  88 

Undrawn   $424  73 


To  provide  for  the  payment  of  iLterest  on  temporary  and 
Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  loans,  with  a  payment  on 
account  of  outstanding  loans  of  $1,000,  will  require  an  appro- 
priation of  $2,800,  which  is  recommended. 
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ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Dec.  31 ,  1885.  Cr. 
By- 

Balance  from  old  account   $1,390  99 

Appropriation   9,100  00 

Cash  from  George  F.  Weston,  sidewalk  improve- 
ment   21  00 

Reimbursement  from  Poor  Department   436  55 

Reimbursement  from  new  road  department   1,527  32 

$12,475  86 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886    11,193  29 

Undrawn   $1,282  57 


The  gross  expenditure  for  roads  and  bridges,  the  past  year, 
has  been  $11,193.29,  against  $10,019.23  last  year,  and  less  the 
work  on  new  roads  and  earnings  of  the  teams  in  other  depart- 
ments, is  $9,228.42  against  $8,109.01  in  1885.  The  difference 
being  principally  in  the  item  of  labor,  the  Town  having  voted 
to  increase  the  pay  of  its  laborers  to  $2.00  per  day,  which  went 
into  effect  on  the  1st  of  April. 

A  special  appropriation  of  $600  was  made  at  the  annual 
meeting,  to  improve  the  drainage  at  the  junction  of  High  with 
Summer  Street  and  Willard  Place.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
effectually  provide  for  the  surface  water,  to  carry  it  under  the 
main  street  from  the  foot  of  High  Street,  by  laying  an  18-inch 
pipe  from  that  point,  through  Willard  Place  to  the  brook  below, 
and  connect  it  with  under  pipes  to  receive  the  surface  water 
from  Summer  Street  above  that  point.  It  has  so  far  proved 
effective,  and  with  the  change  of  grade  and  removal  of  the 
rough  pavement  on  Willard  Place,  has  removed  all  cause  of 
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complaint  and  proved  satisfactory  to  those  living  near  and 
passing  over  that  locality.    The  cost  of  the  improvement  was 

$606,  slightly  exceeding  the  appropriation. 

There  has  been  expended  for  permanent  improvement  of 
sidewalks,  $1,127.87,  of  which  $174.25  was  for  repairs  on  con- 
crete walks,  the  balance  being  for  new  work. 

The  general  repairs  on  roads,  in  other  respects,  has  not  varied 
materially  from  the  previous  year,  but  with  the  addition  of  new 
roads  and  increased  cost  of  labor,  an  appropriation  of  $8,000, 
in  addition  to  the  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  account, 
and  the  further  sum  of  $1,000  for  permanent  improvement  of 
the  sidewalks  is  recommended. 


NEW  ROADS. 
Dec.  31.  1885.  Dr. 

To  balance  of  old  account   $3,826  10 

To  payments  in  1886    1,911  41 

$5,737  51 

Or. 

By  appropriation  for  deficiency    $3,826  00 

By  appropriation  for  1886   1,700  00 

By  reimbursement   3  00 

  5,529  00 

Overdrawn  ...   .    $208  51 

Of  the  above  expenditure  on  account  of  new  roads,  the  sum 
of  $1,267.67  has  been  expended  for  the  construction  of 
Whiting  Street,  $439.47  for  the  construction  of  Nekton  Street, 
$168.77  for  working  the  road  at  Cedarville,  and  $35.50  for 
surveys  and  outstanding  bills  on  Court  Street  widening,  in 
all,  $1,911.41,  creating  a  deficiency  of  $208.41,  as  shown  in  the 
account. 
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The  working  of  Nelson  Street  and  road  at  Cedarville 
were  ordered  by  the  County  Commissioners,  the  latter  being  a 
county  way,  the  former  a  town  way,  involving  a  cost  for  land 
damages  disproportionate  to  the  benefit  to  the  Town. 

An  order  of  notice  has  been  served  on  the  Town  by  the 
County  Commissioners,  for  the  widening  of  Main  Street,  which 
assesses  upon  the  Town  as  its  proportion  of  the  cost,  the  sum 
of  eight  thousand  dollars,  the  same  to  be  paid  into  the  County 
Treasury,  on  or  before  June  1,  of  the  present  year,  which  will 
largely  increase  the  appropriations  in  this  department,  unless 
otherwise  provided  for  by  the  Town.  There  remains  of  un- 
finished work  in  this  department,  the  working  of  Bartlett  Street, 
and  the  widening  lately  made  by  the  Commissioners  at  the 
junction  of  South  and  Pleasant  Streets,  for  which  an  approp- 
riation of  $400  will  be  needed. 

A  petition  and  survey,  for  the  laying  out  of  a  town  way  from 
Summer  to  Stafford  Street,  has  been  presented  to  the  Select- 
men, upon  which  a  hearing  has  been  granted,  and  the  proposed 
route  carefully  looked  over,  to  judge  of  its  feasibility  and 
probable  costs. 

The  Selectmen  find  that  the  cost  for  land  damages  and  con- 
struction will  probable  equal,  if  not  exceed,  $5,000.00,  that  the 
demand  for,  and  convenience  of,  public  travel  between  the 
points  named,  would  not  justify  such  an  expenditure  by  the 
Town,  that  the  road  would  not  make  available  land  to  any 
extent  suitable  for  building  purposes,  it  would  also  be  an  ex- 
pensive road  to  maintain,  owing  to  the  grade  and  character  of 
the  soil. 

There  is  already  a  good  and  sufficient  way  accessible  to  most 
of  the  population  living  in  that  vicinity,  which  would  not  be 
materially  improved  in  case  the  road  petitioned  for  was  built, 
to  relieve  the  parties  living  on  the  line  of  the  road,  who  at 
present,  may  suffer  uorne  inconvenince  in  case  of  snow,  and 
from  making  occasional  repairs  on  the  bridge  over  the  stream 
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of  the  Robinson  Iron  Co.,  the  Selectmen  recommenned  that 
the  repairs  and  removal  of  snow  be  borne  by  the  Town,  and 
such  repairs  made  on  the  present  way,  as  will  accommdate  the 
demands  of  travel  over  it. 

An  appropriation  of  $8,400  to  include  the  amount  needed 
to  provide  for  the  estimated  expenditures,  is  submitted. 


WATER  WORKS. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Cr. 

By  balance  of  old  account   $1,125  09 

By  receipts  from  Collector    15,353  65 

By  reimbursements  from  new  reservoir  account  . .  902  02 
By  reimbursements  for  payments  on  account  Chil- 

tonville  water  extension   4,047  42 

$21,428  18 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886    18,655  07 

Undrawn   $2,773  11 


The  income  from  Water  Works  the  past  year,  less  the  amount 
received  for  labor  and  materials  supplied  to  the  Plymouth 
Cordage  Co.,  is  $14,771.42,  against  $14,670.30  in  1885,  showing 
an  apparent  gain  for  the  year  in  receipts  of  $101.12.  The 
expenditures  for  the  same  time  have  been  $12,123.40,  against 
$13,563.03,  a  difference  in  expenditure  of  $1,439.63  and  includ- 
ing balance  of  last  year,  after  payment  of  $1,000  to  trustees  of 
Water  Scrip  Sinking  fund,  viz.:  $125.09,  there  remains  a  balance 
to  the  credit  of  the  Works  for  the  year  of  $2,773.11  as  appears 
in  the  statement,  which  under  a  vote  of  the  Town  will  be 
applied  to  the  sinking  fund.  The  funding  of  the  loan  effecting 
a  saving  in  interest  charges  of  $1,400  annually,  accounts  in 
part  for  the  increased  net  income  from  the  Works.    Of  the  loan 
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due  in  1885,  $2,000  of  the  bonds  are  still  outstanding,  on  which 
coupons  for  2  years'  interest  are  unpaid,  as  the  funds  for  the 
payment  remain  in  the  treasury  until  called  for,  they  do  not,  as 
would  otherwise  appear,  count  as  a  part  of  the  water  debt. 

There  has  been  expended  during  the  year  for  extensions,  the 
sum  of  $1,080.55,  which  has  been  charged  in  the  general 
expenses,  and  in  estimating  what  credit  should  be  given  to  the 
Works,  this  sum  should  be  added  to  the  net  income.  With  the 
addition  to  the  Works  now  in  progress  and  contemplated,  the 
expenses  will  be  increased,  and  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  with 
any  certainty,  while  extensions  are  included  in  expenses,  what 
income  can  be  relied  upon  as  a  basis  to  provide  for  a  sinking 
fund  or  retirement  of  new  loans.  Reference  to  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  and  Superintendent  will  give  the  detailed 
operations  for  the  year. 


LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Or. 

By  balance  of  old  account   $14  13 

By  appropriation   2,000  00 

$2,014  13 

De. 

To  payments  in  1886   $1,721  19 

Undrawn.    $292  94 

The  action  of  the  Town  at  its  Annual  Meeting  in  appropriat- 
ing an  additional  sum  for  street  lights,  was  understood  by  the 
Selectmen  as  indicating  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Town, 
to  test  the  system  of  lighting  the  streets  by  electricity. 
Arrangements  were  accordingly  entered  into  with  the 
Plymouth  Electric  Light  Co.,  to  furnish  7  electric  lights,  to  be 
located  in  the  most  travelled  parts  of  the  Town,  at  a  cost  of 
40  cents  per  night,  to  burn  300  nights  in  the  year,  and  to  be 
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kept  lighted  from  dark  until  12  P.  M.,  at  a  cost  for  the  year  of 
$120.00  each.  This  number  has  displaced  14  gas  lights,  costing 
$284.00.  There  are  now  40  street  lights  burning  gas,  and  21 
burning  either  oil  or  illuminating  gas,  in  addition  to  the  7 
electric  lights,  the  cost  of  the  present  system,  including  gas 
supplied  the  Town  House,  will  cost  about  $2,000  annually. 
The  electric  light  having  been  in  operation  since  May  20,  the 
public  have  had  an  opportunity  to  form  a  comparison  of  the 
merits  of  the  two  systems,  and  determine  by  their  action  the 
method  to  be  adopted  for  the  present  year. 

In  case  the  present  system  is  continued,  an  appropriation  of 
$1,750  will  be  required. 


CONTINGENT. 


March  13,  1886. 


Cr. 


By- 


Appropriation 
Sewer  rights. . 
Sundry  items . 


$3,000  00 
149  94 
11  16 


3161  10 


Dr. 


To  paid — 

Services  of  Town  Clerk  

Printing  town  report,  &c  ..... 
Bills  for  fires  in  the  woods 
Ellis  Benson,  care  town  clock. 
Grand  Army,  Decoration  Day . 

Lock-up  expenses  

Carriage  hire,  Selectmen  

Services  Board  of  Registration 

Legal  expenses  

J.  Cox,  Boston  Directory  


$167  90 
355  97 
284  63 
25  00 
125  00 
38  64 
5  00 
80  00 
35  00 
5  00 


17 

To  paid — 

Repairs  on  safe  and  fitting  up  Treasurer's  room . .  '  $476  23 

Cost  of  sewers    100  44 

Guide  boards  . . ,   4  20 

Paint  for  Chiltonville  Burial  Ground  fence   33  25 

Expenses  of  Board  of  Health   159  04 

Janitor  of  Town  House   129  56 

Rent  of  halls   90  00 

Pay  of  Moderator  and  Tellers  at  Town  Meetings .  16  00 

W.  T.  Davis,  on  account  School  Fund   9  80 

B.  A.  Hathaway,  Inland  Fisheries   6  00 

Edgar  C.  Raymond,  return  of  deaths   35  75 

Returns  of  births   37  00 

Coal  bills,  town  house    88  37 

Postage  stamps,  &c   50  26 

Labor  on  furnace   5  25 

Services  of  Selectmen   625  00 

Sundries     43  53 

$3,031  82 

Undrawn   129  28 


$3,161  10 


SCHOOLS. 

March  13,  1886.  Cr. 

By  appropriation   $21,300  00 

By  appropriation  for  books  and  supplies   1,800  00 

By  appropriation  for  deficiency    581  38 

By  transfer  from  new  school-house  appropriation .  . .  700  00 

y  School  fund  from  State   66  88 

y  income  from  Murdock  fund    18  25 

$24,466  51 

2 
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Dec.  31,  1885.  Dr. 

To  balance  of  old  account   $581  38 

To  payments  in  1886    23,645  35 

  24,226  73 

Undrawn   $239  78 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  schools  are  $23,645.35 
against  $24,604.63  in  1885,  a  less  expenditure  of  $959.28, 
showing  for  the  first  time  in  several  years  a  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  account. 


POOR. 

To  payments  in  1886   $8,703  02 

Dec.  31, 1885.  Or. 

By  balance,  old  account    $378  78 

By  appropriation   6,500  00 

By  reimbursements  . . .  .    1,407  47 

  8,286  25 

Overdrawn   $416  77 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  poor  are  $704.65,  in  excess 
of  last  year,  which  will  be  explained  in  the  report  of  the 
Overseers,  an  appropriation  of  $7,000  for  the  current  year  is 
recommended. 


INSANE  POOR. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886   $2,597  39 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $1,725  00 

By  reimbursements   841  39 

  2,566  39 

Overdrawn   $31  00 
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The  present  number  of  inmates  in  the  hospitals  is  15,  ten  of 
which  are  wholly  supported  by  the  Town,  the  remainder  are 
wholly  or  in  part  reimbursed  to  the  Town. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,000  is  likely  to  be  required,  and  is 
recommended. 


VINE  HILLS  CEMETERY. 
Dec.  31,  1885.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $206  28 

By  cash  from  sale  of  lots   507  33 

713  61 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886   240  36 

Undrawn    ~$473~25 

There  have  been  sold  during  the  year  34  lots,  from  which  has 
been  received  1482.34  and  $24.99  for  lots  sold  in  1885,  there  is 
due  for  3  lots  sold,  but  not  paid  for,  $34.00. 


WATCH  AND  POLICE. 
March  13,  1886.  Cr. 
By  appropriation   $1  300  0Q 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Dr. 

To  balance  old  account   $20  13 

To  payments  in  1886   1}238  69 

  1,258  82 

Undrawn   $41  18 
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WARREN  FUND. 
Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $1,143  83 

By  interest  on  old  account   50  00 

1,193  83 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886    128  90 

Undrawn   $1,064  93 


FRESH  BROOK. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Or. 
By  balance  undrawn  from  old  account   $4  92 


BURIAL  HILL. 
Dec.  31,  1885.  Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $124  97 

By  amount  transferred  from  Warren  Fund .......  125  90 

$250  87 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886   $250  87 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Dec.  31,  1885.  Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $209  44 

By  appropriation   4,000  00 

4,209  44 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886   3,560  02 

Undrawn   $649  42 
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COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 


Dec.  31,  1885.  Ob. 

By  balance  from  old  account   |13  57 

By  appropriation   500  00 

513  57 

Dr. 


To  paid  Collector,  collecting  $2,011,08, 
taxes  of  1884,  $5,742.00,  taxes 


of  1885— $7,753.08,  at  1  per  cent.       $77  53 
Salary  1886   500  00 

577  53 

Less  1  per  cent,  on  $7,295  80,  taxes  of 

1886,  uncollected   72  95 

  504  58 

Undrawn   qu 


TREASURER. 


Cr. 

By  appropriation  \  # .         $60o  00 

Dr. 

To  salary,  1886   $600  00 


SEXTON. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $125  00 

Dr. 

To  sexton's  salary,  1886    $125  00 
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ABATEMENTS. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $1,789  59 

By  overlay,  1886   777  75 

 $2,567  34 

Contea,  Dr. 
To  payment  to  Samuel  Sampson,  ad- 
ministrator  $1,000  00 

To  abatements  to  Collector   800  85 

  1,800  85 

Undrawn   $766  49 


ASSESSORS. 

March  13, 1886.  Cr. 

By  appropriation   $950  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1886   810  40 

Undrawn   $139  60 


DUXBURY  &  C  OH  AS  SET  RAILROAD  SINKING 

FUND. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   . .      $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  on  note  at  Plymouth  Savings 

Bank    $750  00  . 

To  payment  on  note  at  Plymouth  Five 

Cents  Savings  Bank   750  00 

 $1,500  00 
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TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 

Dec.  31,  1885.  Ob. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $703  49 

By  interest    28  58 


Undrawn    $732  07 


MURDOCK  FUND. 
Cr. 


By  fund  re-established    $730  00 

By  interest  1  year   36  50 

  $766  50 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  poor  account   $18  25 

To  payment  to  school  account    18  25 

  36  50 

Balance   $730  00 


CHIL TONVILLE  WATER  EXTENSION. 
Dr. 

To  payments,  1886   $4,047  42 


NEW  RESERVOIR. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1880  . , , ,  ,  


$5,254  20 
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In  accordance  with  the  General  Statutes,  chapter  53,  the 
Selectmen  report  the  following  Guide  Boards  in  Plymouth,  in 
good  condition,  with  location,  directions  and  distances,  viz. : 

Guide  board  near  Carver  and  Plymouth  line,  marked, 
Carver,  3  miles,  Middleboro,  7  miles,  Kochester,  13  miles. 

Guide  board  near  junction  of  Plympton  and  Carver  road, 
marked,  Plympton,  8  miles,  Middleboro,  13J  miles,  Carver, 
5J  miles. 

Guide  board  near  Sparrow's  Hill,  marked,  Wareham,  13 
miles,  New  Bedford,  29  miles,  Kochester,  18  miles,  Carver, 
6  miles,  Middleboro,  13  miles,  Plympton,  8  miles. 

Guide  board  at  junction  Carver  and  Wareham  road,  on  South 
Meadow  road,  marked,  Wareham,  13  miles,  Rochester  17  miles, 
New  Bedford,  28  miles. 

Guide  board  corner  Summer  and  Billington  Street,  marked, 
Carver,  8  miles,  Wareham,  17  miles,  New  Bedford,  31  miles. 

Guide  board  corner  South  and  Pleasant  Street,  marked, 
Halfway  Pond,  8  miles,  South  Pond,  4  miles. 

Guide  boards  on  G.  W.  BramhalPs  store,  Chiltonville, 
one  marked,  Sandwich,  16  miles,  the  other,  South  Plymouth, 
4  miles. 

Guide  board  at  Clark's  Yalley,  marked,  Sandwich,  15 J  miles. 
Guide  board  at  Battles'  Corner,  Chiltonville,  marked,  Sand- 
wich, 14  miles. 

Guide  board  at  South  Pond,  on  Vinal  Burgess'  house,  marked, 
Plymouth,  4  miles. 

Guide  board  near  Sylvanus  Sampson's  house,  South  Pond, 
marked,  Bourne,  14  miles. 

Guide  board  at  Freeman  Manter's  farm,  South  Pond,  marked, 
Bourne  and  Wareham. 

Guide  board  on  the  South  Pond  road,  marked,  Bourne,  16 
miles. 

Guide  board  at  Mast  road,  marked,  Sandwich,  13  miles, 
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Guide  board  near  estate  of  Jonathan  Thrasher,  marked, 
Plymouth,  8  miles. 

Guide  board  on  Prospect  road,  Long  Pond,  marked  Ware- 
ham,  8  miles. 

Guide  board  near  Bloody  Pond,  marked,  Sandwich,  9  miles, 
Plymouth  9  miles. 

Guide  board  near  Eaton's  bog,  marked,  Sandwich. 

Guide  board  at  Lemuel  Raymond  Hollow,  marked,  Bourne 
and  Wareham. 

Guide  board  at  cross  roads,  Long  Pond,  marked,  Onset. 

Guide  board  at  cross  roads,  Long  Pond,  marked,  East 
Wareham. 

Guide  board  on  the  west  side  Half-way  Pond  Brook,  marked 
Plymouth. 

Guide  board  on  M.  V.  B.  Douglass'  barn,  marked,  Plymouth 
and  Onset. 

Guide  board  at  Andrew  Douglass'  farm,  marked,  Onset. 
Guide  board  on  White  Island  Pond  road,  marked,  Onset. 
Guide  board  near  Horatio  Wright  farm,  marked,  Sandwich, 
11J  miles. 

Guide  board  at  fork  of  Clark  and  Sandwich  roads,  marked, 
Sandwich,  11  miles. 

Guide  board  near  George  Thrasher's  farm,  marked,  Plymouth, 
7J  miles. 

Guide  board  at  Chamberlain  place  on  Sandwich  road,  marked, 
Plymouth,  9  miles. 

Guide  board  at  Chamberlain  place,  marked,  Sandwich,  9 
miles. 

Guide  board  near  the  house  of  Elisha  Ellis  on  Sandwich 
road,  at  the  fork  of  South  Plymouth  road,  marked,  Plymouth, 
10  miles. 

Guide  board  located  on  Long  Pond  road,  marked,  Cedarville, 
2  miles. 
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Guide  board  located  at  Cedarville,  marked,  Plymouth,  13 

miles. 

Guide  boards  located  at  Cedarville  school-house,  marked, 
No.  Sandwich,  2|  miles. 

Guide  board  located  on  Sandwich  road  near  the  line  between 
Plymouth  and  Bourne,  marked,  Plymouth,  13 J  miles. 

Guide  board  on  Sandwich  road,  at  same  place,  marked,  Sand- 
wich, 5  miles. 

Guide  board  on  Sandwich  road  near  Warren  Swift's,  marked, 
Plymouth,  13  miles. 

Guide  board  located  at  foot  of  Pine  Hills,  south  side,  marked, 
Sandwich,  14^  miles. 

Guide  board  near  Fresh  Pond,  marked,  Sandwich,  12  miles. 

Guide  board  near  Grassy  Holes,  marked,  So.  Plymouth,  4 
miles. 

Guide  board  near  Grassy  Holes,  marked,  Sandwich,  9  miles. 
Guide  board  in  crotch  of  road  to  Ship  Pond,  marked,  Pl}- 
mouth  road. 

Guide  board  near  house  of  Elisha  Ellis,  marked  So.  Ply- 
mouth, 6  miles. 

Guide  Boards  Eecommended. 

Guide  post  to  be  located  near  Warren  Swift's,  marked, 
Bourne,  6  miles. 

Guide  board  to  be  located  near  Cedarville  school-house,  on 
new  road,  marked,  Plymouth,  1HJ  miles. 

Guide  post  to  be  located  on  road  near  A.  J.  Douglass'  house, 
marked,  Plymouth,  10  miles,  marked,  Wareham,  9  miles. 

Guide  board  wanted  at  corner  Sandwich  and  Pleasant  Streets, 
marked,  Bourne,  16  miles. 

Guide  board  wanted  at  corner  South  and  Pleasant  Streets, 
marked,  Bourne,  15.^  miles. 

Guide  board  wanted  at  Jabez  Corner,  marked,  Manomet,  5 
miles,  Bourne,  15  miles. 
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Guide  board  wanted  at  Reuben  Leach's  house,  marked, 
Bourne,  14  miles. 

Guide  board  wanted  at  Clark's  Valley,  marked,  Russell  Mills. 

Guide  board  wanted  on  South  Pond  road,  near  Russell  Mills, 
marked  South  Pond. 

Guide  board  wanted  at  road  leading  to  J.  C.  Fuller's,  marked, 
South  Pond. 

Guide  board  wanted  at  road  leading  to  P.  Burgess',  marked, 
South  Pond. 

Guide  board  wanted  on  Cook's  Pond  road,  marked,  Bourne, 
14  miles. 


APPR  OP  EI  A  TJO  NS. 

Schools   $22,000  00 

School  books  and  supplies    1,800  00 

Town  debt  and  interest    3,000  00 

Roads  and  bridges   8,000  00 

Improvement  of  sidewalks                     ...    1,000  00 

Fire  Department    2,400  00 

Watch  and  police   1,250  00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   1,800  00 

Insane  poor   2,000  00 

New  roads   8,400  00 

Contingent   3,000  00 

Poor   7,000  00 

Assessors   675  00 

Collector  of  Taxes   ,   500  00 

Treasurer    600  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund.  ......  1,500  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Burial  Hill   150  00 

$65,200  00 
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Amount  brought  forward  $65,200  00 

Deficiencies. 

Indigent  aid    $564  82 

New  roads   208  41 

Chiltonville  water  extension    4,047  42 

Poor....   416  77 

  5,237  42 

$70,437  42 


The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated 

is  estimated  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax  . . .    ,   $5,500  00 

Bank  tax   2,000  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   300  00 

  7,800  00 

$62,637  42 

Leaving  the  sum  of  $62,637.42,  which  it  is  recommended  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  being 
$8,433.80  in  excess  of  last  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  ] 

L.  T.  BOBBINS,  |  Selectmen 

EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN,   [  of 
WINSLOW  B.  STANDISH,  I  Plymouth. 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,  j 

Plymouth,  Feb.  12,  1887. 


29 


VALUATION. 


Eeal  estate   $3,315,625  00 

Personal  property   1,600,100  00 

Total  valuation   $4,915,725  00 


Gain  in  real  estate   $179,200  00 

Gain  in  personal  property   193,675  00 


Number  of  polls,  1950. 

Number  of  polls,  women,  10. 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00. 

Bate  of  taxation,  $12.80. 

Number  of  horses,  578. 

Number  of  cows,  418. 

Number  of  sheep,  42. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses,  1,306. 

Number  of  acres  land  taxed,  50,771. 

Number  of  tax  payers,  2,860. 

Number  of  persons  paying  tax  on  property,  1,758. 
Number  of  persons  paying  poll  tax  only,  1,102. 
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COPY  OF  ARTICLES  IN  THE  WARRANT 

FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING,  TO  BE  HELD 
IN  DAVIS  HALL,   AT  8,30  O'CLOCK  IN 
THE  FORENOON  OF  31 ARCH  7,  1887. 


Article  1.    To  chose  a  Moderator. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and 
committees  of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  following  officers  being  required  by  law  to 
be  chosen  by  ballot,  will,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the 
Town,  at  its  annual  meeting,  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot,  to  wit  : 
Selectmen,  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Assessors,  Constables, 
Collector  of  Taxes,  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Water  Com- 
missioners, School  Committee,  Board  of  Health,  Committee  on 
Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  Fishery. 

Article  4.  To  accept  and  revise  a  list  of  jurors  prepared 
by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes,  and  for  disbursements  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  laws  relating  to  State  aid,  and  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Town  after  January  1,  1888. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector 
of  Taxes  to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes,  which  a 
Town  Treasurer,  when  appointed  a  Collector,  may  use. 
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Article^.7.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  raise 
such  sums  of  money  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$125  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Decoration  Day. 

Article  9.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  in  this  Town  ?  Vote  to  be  by  separate  ballot, 
"yes"  or  "no,"  in  answer  to  the  question. 

Article  10.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  aid 
of  the  Public  Library. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  discontinue  the  laying 
out  of  all  that  part  of  the  northerly  end  of  Water  Street  which 
has  never  been  worked,  which  lies  easterly  of  the  easterly  fence 
of  said  street,  being  originally  land  of  estate  of  Benj.  Hatha- 
way. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  convey  a  strip  of  land,  or  right  of  way  over  land  conveyed 
to  the  Town,  July  1,  1884,  by  Ephraim  Holmes  and  others. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the  Selectmen 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law  concerning  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  make  an  appropriation  therefor,  or 
provide  in  any  way  for  the  enforcement  of  said  law. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  an 
evening  school,  and  appropriate  money  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  same,  on  the  petition  of  F.  J.  Clarke  and  others. 

Article  15.  To  take  such  action  as  the  Town  sees  fit,  with 
regard  to  requiring  the  County  Commissioners  to  establish  a 
County  Truant  School,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
law. 
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Article  16.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in 
relation  to  printing  and  publishing  the  Town  Records,  as  a  part 
of  the  history  of  the  Town. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  permit  the  burial  of 
the  body  of  the  late  Thomas  Russell  on  Burial  Hill. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  an  Act  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  year  1886 
entitled,  "  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Town  of  Plymouth  to  obtain 
an  additional  supply  of  water,  and  to  issue  notes,  bonds  and 
scrip  for  that  purpose." 

Article  19.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  to 
furnish  a  better  supply  of  water,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  which  the  action  of  the  Town  may  require. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  RECORDS  FOR  1886. 


Voted — To  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  prosecute,  compromise, 
or  defend  any  claim  or  suit,  within  the  Commonwealth,  in  the 
name  of  the  Town. 

Voted — That  no  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  Town.    Nays,  384 ;  yea,  1. 

Voted — That  the  Town  pay  the  sum  of  $2.00  per  day  to  its 
laborers. 

Voted — That  the  Town  appropriate  and  pay  to  Samuel 
Sampson,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Alice  B.  Sampson, 
$1,000,  the  same  being  in  full  for  all  damages  on  account  of  the 
death  of  said  Alice  B.  Sampson,  by  reason  of  the  Town  Tree, 
so-called,  falling  upon  her. 

Voted — That  the  Town  grant  to  the  Public  Library  the  whole 
of  the  dog  fund  now  in  the  treasury,  to  wit:  $670.43,  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $329.57  for  the  maintenance  of  said 
Library. 

Voted — That  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-two,  en- 
titled, "An  Act  authorizing  towns  and  cities  to  lay  out  public 
parks  within  their  limits,"  be  accepted. 

Voted — That  the  Water  Commissioners  be  authorized  to  con- 
struct a  reservoir  of  a  capacity  of  not  less  than  one  or  more 
than  two  million  gallons,  in  some  suitable  place  where  a  head  of 
water  can  be  obtained  of  not  less  than  fort^  feet  above  the 
level  of  Little  South  Pond. 

P 
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Voted — That  to  carry  into  effect  the  vote  whereby  the  Com- 
missioners are  authorized  to  construct  a  reservoir,  the  Treasurer 
be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $15,000,  payable  in  such  equal  annual 
proportional  parts  after  the  year  1886,  as  shall  cover  the  whole 
of  said  sum  in  ten  years  from  the  date  of  said  loan. 

Voted — That  the  Water  Commissioners  are  hereby  instructed 
to  obtain  an  Act  from  the  Legislature,  authorizing  the  Town  to 
improve  the  water  supply,  to  take  any  land  necessary  therefor, 
and  to  issue  bonds,  notes  or  scrip  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
$45,000. 

Voted — That  the  Town  elect  all  its  town  officers  on  one  ballot. 

Voted — That  the  Water  Commissioners  be  instructed  to 
extend  a  4-inch  pipe  as  far  as  the  vicinity  of  Battles'  Corner, 
so-called. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum 
of  $3,000  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
extension  of  water  pipes  in  Chiltonville,  and  that  the  same  be 
assessed  on  the  tax  of  1887. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen— William  H.  Nelson,  John  Churchill,  Everett  F. 
Sherman,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Winslow  B.  Standish. 

Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie. 

Town  Treasurer— Curtis  Davie. 

Collector  of  Taxes — John  Churchill. 

Assessors— John  Harlow,  Charles  H.  Holmes,  Benjamin  F. 
Ward. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— George  H.  Jackson,  elected  March 
1,  1886  ;  John  Churchill,  elected  March  2,  1885 ;  Charles  P. 
Hatch,  elected  March  3,  1884. 

Water  Commissioners— Charles  S.  Davis,  elected  March  1, 
1886 ;  Everett  F.  Sherman,  Nathaniel  Morton,  elected  March  2, 
1885;  Samuel  H.  Doten,  Horace  R.  Bailey,  elected  March  3, 
1884. 

School  Committee— Charles  I.  Litchfield,  James  Millar, 
elected  March  1, 1886,  for  three  years  ;  Charles  S.  Davis,  elected 
March  1,  1886,  for  one  year  ;  Frederick  N.  Knapp,  William  T. 
Davis,  elected  March  2,  1885,  for  three  years ;  George  F.  Wes- 
ton, elected  March  3,  1884,  for  three  years. 

Superintendent  of  Schools— Charles  Burton. 
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Agawam  Fishery  Committee— Jesse  E.  At  wood,  Joseph  F. 
Towns. 

Constables — James  B.  Collingwood,  Joseph  W.  Hunting, 
Elisha  G.  Besse,  James  T.  Heath,  Freeman  Manter,  Joseph  F. 
Towns,  Ira  C.  Ward. 

Burial  Hill  Committee — Selectmen. 

Superintendent  of  Burial  Hill — William  T.  Davis. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber— Leavitt  T.  Bobbins, 
Edward  B.  Atwood,  George  H.  Jackson,  Cornelius  C.  Holmes, 
Nathaniel  Brown. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Christopher  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee— Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highways  and  Bridges — Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers— Joseph  F.  Towns, 
Nathan  B.  Perry,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen  K.  Holmes,  Lewis 
S.  Wadsworth,  Jacob  W.  Southworth,  William  H.  Pettee. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works — Kichard  W.  Bagnell. 
Collector  of  Water  Bates — William  T.  Hollis. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods— William  T.  Davis, 
Joseph  F.  Towns,  Horatio  Wright,  Martin  V.  B.  Douglass, 
Henry  Whiting,  Nathaniel  Ellis,  Nathaniel  Clark,  Gustavus  G. 
Sampson,  David  Clark,  Galen  B.  Holmes,  Nehemiah  L.  Savery, 
George  R.  Briggs,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Nathan  B.  Perry,  Thomas 
Sampson. 

Pound  Keepers — Obed  C.  Pratt,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Hosea  C. 
Bartlett,  Nathan  B.  Perry. 

Trustees  of  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund — William  H.  Nel- 
son, George  G.  Dyer,  William  T.  Davis. 
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Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries— Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
Charles  B.  Stoddard,  Benjamin  A.  Hathaway. 

Board  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Department— Horace  P.  Bailey, 
William  E.  Baker,  Peleg  8.  Burgess,  Albert  E.  Davis,  George 
E.  Saunders,  William  E.  Churchill. 

Board  of  Registration— Isaac  M.  Jackson,  John  W. 
Churchill,  Herbert  Morrissey,  Curtis  Davie. 

Board  of  Health- James  B.  Collingwood,  Charles  H. 
Holmes,  Clark  Finney,  Jr.,  William  T.  Davis. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1886. 


SUMMARY    OF  STATISTICS. 

Plymouth,  Mass.,  Water  Works. 
Population  by  census  of  1885  :  7,239. 

Date  of  construction  :  1855.  By  whom  owned  :  Town. 

Source  of  Supply :  Great  and  Little  South  Ponds  and  Lout  Pond. 
Mode  of  Supply :  Gravity  part  of  way,  and  then  pumping. 

PUMPING. 

1.  Builders  of  pumping  machinery  :  Worthington. 

(b.  Bituminous. 

2.  Coal:      \  d.  Brand,  various. 

(  e.  $4.65  per  ton. 

3.  Coal  for  year  :  491,895  pounds. 

4.  Wood  for  year  :  1,200  pounds  =  400  pounds  coal. 

5.  Total  fuel:  492,295. 

6.  Total  water  pumped  :  214,477,051  gallons. 

7.  Average  static  head:  35  feet. 

8.  Average  dynamic  head  :  100  feet. 

9.  Number  of  gallons  pumped  per  pound  of  coal :  435. 

10.  Duty  of  pump:  36,350,339. 

*Cost  of  Pumping,  figured  on  Pumping  Station 
Expenses,  viz. :  $2,551.28. 

1 1 .  Per  million  gallons  against  dynamic  head  into  direct  pipe  :  $11.89. 

12.  Per  million  gallons  raised  one  foot  high  (dynamic)  :  $0.1  ly^-. 

Cost  of  Pumping,  figured  on  Total  Maintenance, 
viz.:  $10,50691. 

13.  Per  million  gallons  raised  against  dynamic  head  into  direct 

pipe,  $48.98. 

14.  Per  million  gallons  raised  one  foot  high,  (dynamic)  :  $0.48j^8q. 


♦Leaving  oat  extraordinary  repairs  on  pump,  which  properly  ought  to  be  charged  over  a, 
period  of  six  years,  the  amounts  would  be;  No.  11,  $10.01;  No.  12,  $0.10  1-100. 
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CONSUMPTION. 


1.  Estimated  total  population  at  date  :  7,400. 

2.  "       population  on  lines  of  pipe  at  date:  6,200. 

3.  "  "       supplied  at  date:  6,100. 

4.  Total  number  of  gallons  consumed  for  year  :  214,477,051 . 

7.  Average  daily  consumption  :  589,822. 

8.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  inhabitant  (1)  :  80. 

9.  "  "        "        consumer  (3)  :  97. 

10.         "  "        "        tap  (Distribution,  22)  :  459. 

DISTRIBUTION. 


MAINS. 

1.  Kind  of  pipe  used  :  wrought 

iron,  cement-lined. 

2.  Sizes  from  2-inch  to  20-inch. 

3.  Extended  10,486  feet. 

5.  Total  now  in  use  :  23.}  miles. 

6.  Cost  of  repairs  per  mile  :  $10. 

7.  *No.  of  leaks  per  mile  :  1.61. 

8.  Small  distribution  pipes,  less 

than  four  inches :  total 
length,  7§  miles. 

9.  Hydrants  added  :  1. 

10.  Number  now  in  use  :  67  pub- 

lic and  8  private. 

11.  Stop  gates  added  :  17. 

12.  Number  now  in  use  :  182. 

13.  Small  stop  gates — less  than 

4  inches  :  total,  89. 

14.  No.  of  blow-off  gates  :  15. 


SERVICES. 

16.  Kind   of   pipe :    lead  and 

cement-lined. 

17.  From  J  inch  to  1  inch. 

18.  Extended  840  feet. 

20.  Total  now  in  use :  5  miles. 

21.  Service  taps  added  :  42. 

22.  Number  now  in  use:  1,284. 

23.  Average  length  of  service : 

20  feet. 

24.  Average    cost    of   service : 

$4.89. 

27.  Motors  and  elevators  added  :  1 

28.  Number  now  in  use  :  2. 


A.  large  number  of  the  leaks  was  caused  by  pipe  settling  in  a  swampy  place. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COLLECTOR  OF  WATER  RATES. 


To  balances  from  1885  brought  forward — 

Kates   ...      1123  45 

Labor  and  material   34  89 

Kates  charged  in  1886    14,391  98 

Labor  and  material  in  1886    1,143  70 

Water  for  miscellaneous  purposes,.  . . .        130  77 


$15,824  79 


By  amounts  paid  Town  Treasurer,  viz,  : 

Water  rates  collected   $14,200  41 

Labor  and  material  collected   1,022  47 

Miscellaneous  water     *'    130  77 


15,353  65 

By  abatements   335  29 

"    water  rates  uncollected  .  .  .   110  50 

"    labor  and  materials  uncollected.  . .         25  35 


 $15,824  79 

Water  is  now  supplied  to  1413  families,  342  water-closets,  94 
bath  tubs,  111  stables,  92  horses,  77  cows,  118  hose  and  for  118 
miscellaneous  purposes. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  HOLLIS, 

Collector  of  Water  Rales. 

Plymouth,  January  1,  1887. 
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PUMPING  WORKS. 

The  Pump  and  Engine  showing  need  of  repairs,  the  works 
were  stopped  about  two  weeks ;  meanwhile  all  worn  and  defec- 
tive parts  of  the  machinery  were  repaired,  or  made  new,  at  an 
expense  of  $402.36.  All  the  machinery  appears  to  be  working 
well. 

September  1st,  Mr.  H.  F.  Gibbs  resigned  the  position  he  had 
very  satisfactorily  filled  as  Engineer  at  the  Pump  Station,  for  a 
more  lucrative  situation.  The  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Jones. 

Abstracts  of  tue  reports  of  the  Superintendent,  Engineer  and 
Collector  are  joined  to  this  report. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Plans  have  been  considered  by  the  Water  Commissioners  for 
providing  a  better  supply  of  water. 

A  report  was  made  and  published  in  the  Old  Colony  Memorial, 
April  19,  1S86,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

"The  Town  having  laid  pipes  from  Little  South  Pond  to  higher 
ground  than  the  water  will  flow  by  gravity  and  having  put  in 
pumping  machinery  to  increase  the  natural  head,  is  irrevocably 
committed  to  a  continued  supply  to  these  higher  parts,  and  there  is 
probably  no  question  in  the  mind  of  any  inhabitant  that  this  supply 
is  decidedly  imperfect,  as  the  water  takers  on  any  land  higher  than 
about  one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea  get  water  during 
the  day  only,  and  then  an  insufficient  quantity.  The  question  then 
for  the  decision  of  the  Town  is  how  to  rearrange  our  Water  Works 
at  the  smallest  expense,  so  that  all  parts  of  the  Town  will  have  a 
good  and  sufficient  supply  of  water.  There  are  two  ways  proposed, 
differing  radically  from  each  other,  to  accomplish  this  object.  One 
is  by  supplying  all  the  lower  parts  of  the  Town  by  gravity  and 
pumping  water  only  to  the  higher  parts  ;  the  other  is  a  continuation 
of  pumping  all  the  water  and  adding  a  high  service  reservoir. 
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The  woolen  mill  uses  about  one-third  of  the  whole  present 
supply  of  water,  the  lower  parts  of  the  centre  of  the  Town 
one-third,  and  the  north  and  south  ends,  together  with  the  higher 
parts  in  the  centre  of  the  Town,  one-third.  The  woolen  mill  and 
the  lower  parts  of  the  centre  of  the  Town  could  be  satisfactorily 
supplied  from  Little  South  Pond  by  gravity,  leaving  the  north  and 
south  ends  and  the  higher  parts  of  the  centre  of  the  Town  to  be 
supplied  by  pumping.  To  accomplish  this  in  a  perfect  manner  the 
following  pipes  would  have  to  be  laid  and  changes  made  : — 

A  new  fourteen-inch  main  pipe  from  Little  South  Pond  to  the 
junction  of  High  and  Summer  Streets,  there  to  be  connected  with 
the  eight-inch  main  pipe  on  Summer  Street  and  the  ten-inch  main 
pipe  on  High  Street,  a  branch  of  which  goes  to  the  reservoir  on 
Prospect  Street.  The  parts  of  the  Town  to  be  supplied  with  water 
by  this  low  service  direct  from  Little  South  Pond  would  be  Summer 
Street  below  High,  Market,  Main,  Water  Street  north  of  Town 
Brook,  Court  Street  as  far  north  as  and  including  Lothrop  Street, 
and  the  territory  between  these  streets  and  the  harbor.  It  would 
also  supply  the  woolen  mill,  the  depot,  the  watering  cart  and  all 
other  consumption  in  the  central  part  of  the  Town  except  that  of 
the  higher  lands. 

On  some  hill  on  the  line  of  the  main  pipe  (150)  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  or  more  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  construct  a  high  service 
reservoir  of  700,000  to  1,000,000  gallons  capacity,  with  which 
connect  the  present  ten-inch  main  pipe  and  supply  the  reservoir  by 
the  present  pump  taking  the  water  by  the  ten-inch  main  from  Little 
South  Pond,  holding  Lout  Pond  in  reserve  for  emergencies.  The 
reservoir  would  thus  be  connected  with  the  present  ten-inch  main 
ending  at  the  junction  of  Summer  and  High  Streets.  Continue  the 
ten-inch  main  by  a  new  pipe  down  Summer  Street  to  the  top  of 
Spring  Hill  or  down  Mill  Lane,  and  there  connect  with  the  pipe  that 
leads  to  the  south  part  of  the  Town,  which  would  thus  be  supplied 
with  high  service.  The  six-inch  pipe  in  Oak  Street  would  be 
already  connected  with  the  high  service  supply,  and  would  convey 
water  to  the  north  part  of  the  Town.  Going  back  to  Summer  Street 
at  High  Street,  from  the  high  service  pipe,  lay  a  six-inch  pipe 
through  High  and  Russell  Streets  as  far  as  the  jail,  with  connections 
at  Sever  and  Prospect  Streets,  to  join  the  pipe  from  Oak  Street  at 
Samoset  Street.  At  the  junction  of  Samoset  and  Allerton  Streets, 
join  to  the  high  service  pipe  a  six-inch  pipe  to  run  through  AUerton 
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Street  past  the  Pilgrim  Monument  to  Court  Street,  there  to  connect 
with  the  four-inch  pipe  that  leads  to  the  north  part  of  the  Town. 

High  Street,  Vernon  Street,  Davis  Street,  Cushman  Street,  and 
all  other  high  lands  are  to  be  connected  with  the  high  service. 

The  high  service  reservoir  being  connected  directly  with  the  two 
ends  of  the  town,  would  give  a  much  better  supply  of  water  at  the 
ends  of  the  service  than  could  be  supplied  if  the  whole  town  were 
connected  with  the  high  service  reservoir.  Gates  would  be  arranged 
between  the  high  and  low  service  pipes,  so  as  to  connect  them  at 
any  time,  and  make  the  supply  all  high  service  or  all  low  service. 
A  one-million  gallon  reservoir  would  supply  the  high  service  about 
one  week,  which  would  give  time  to  make  all  ordinary  repairs  to 
pump  or  boilers.  In  case  of  a  longer  delay  in  running  the  pump, 
the  two  pipes  from  Little  South  Pond,  having  a  capacity  of  three 
times  the  present  supply,  would  give  a  better  head  over  all  the  Town 
than  there  was  before  the  pump  was  put  in.  In  case  the  new  pipe 
from  the  pond  should  need  repairs,  all  the  demands  of  the  Town 
could  be  supplied  from  the  high  service  by  pumping  day  and  night, 
if  necessary,  during  the  time  required  for  repairs.  No  water  would 
be  taken  from  Lout  Pond,  as  long  as  the  pipe  connecting  Little 
South  Pond  with  the  pump  and  the  fourteen-inch  pipe  running  to  the 
Town,  should  remain  in  good  condition.  The  smaller  the  reservoir, 
if  it  is  large  enough  to  fairly  cover  ordinary  contingencies,  the 
better  will  be  the  water,  for  it  will  come  more  directly  from 
the  pond. 

With  the  double  service,  the  pressure  of  the  pond  would  keep  up 
the  level  of  the  water  in  the  reservoir  at  Prospect  Street,  which 
would  keep  up  the  head  on  the  central  part  of  the  town.  The 
woolen  mill  would  get  its  supply  of  water  from  the  Prospect  Street 
reservoir,  as  at  present. 

AYe  estimate  the  cost  of  completing  the  system  of  supply  by  the 
high  and  low  service  to  be  as  follows  : 
A  fourteen-inch  cement  pipe  from  Little  South  Pond  to 
the  junction  of  Summer  and  High  Streets,  14,800 
feet  at  $1.60,  823,680  00 

On  Summer  Street,  from  High  to  Market  Street,  1100 

feet  ten-inch  pipe  at  $1.20,  1,320  00 

From  Summer  Street  through  High  and  Russell  Streets 

to  the  jail,  U00  feet  six-inch  pipe  at  80  cents,  1,120  00 

On  Allerton  Street,  from  Russell  Street,  to  connect 
with  the  present  pipes.  300  feet  four-inch  pipe  at 
60  cents,  180  00 
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Connecting  Enssell  and  South  Rnssell  Streets,  200  feet 


four- inch  pipe  at  60  cents, 

120 

00 

From  Sever  to  Allerton  Street,  300  feet  three-inch  pipe 

fit  .50  ppnt^ 

150 

00 

From  Samoset  Street  through  Allerton  to  Court  Street, 

2100  feet  six-inch  pipe  at  80  cents, 

1,680 

00 

Connecting  with  the  twenty-inch  pipe  at  the  pond, 

100 

00 

Twenty  gates,  boxes  and  covers, 

650 

00 

Stops  and  connecting  with  service  pipes, 

200 

00 

\ 

^29,200 

00 

A  reservoir  to  hold  1,000,000  gallons 

7,500 

00 

536,700 

00 

Engineering,  superintendence  and  contingent, 

3,300 

00 

J 

540,000 

00 

To  hire  this  sum  of  money  at  4  per  cent,  interest  would  cost  per 
year  the  sum  of  $1600. 

With  the  system  changed  as  outlined  above,  our  works  might 
reasonably  be  considered  as  completed  for  any  period  of  time  to 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  look  forward. 

The  other  plan  is  to  build  a  reservoir  on  some  spot  150  feet  or 
more  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  connect  it  with  the  present 
main  pipe,  and  pump  all  the  water  used  in  the  Town  into  the  pipe 
and  reservoir.  To  hold  enough  water  to  supply  the  Town  a  week, 
the  reservoir  would  need  to  have  a  capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons, 
and  could  be  constructed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $15,000. 

If  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  all  the  water,  instead  of  one-third, 
would  have  to  be  pumped.  The  extra  pumping  expenses  for 
pumping  this  two-thirds  of  the  water,  are  estimated  as  follows  : 


Fuel,  $650  00 

Value  of  engineer's  services,  250  00 

Wear  and  tear  of  pumps  and  boilers,  100  00 

Annual  extra  running  expenses,  $1,000  00 
Add  interest  on  the  cost  of  reservoir,  $15,000,  at  4  per 

cent.,  600  00 

And  we  have  an  annual  outlay  of  $1,600  00 


which  is  to  be  compared  with  the  previous  estimate  of  $1600.  So 
that  by  our  estimates  it  will  cost  the  town  annually  as  large  a  sum 
to  build  a  three  million  gallon  reservoir  and  pump  all  the  water  and 
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have  only  the  present  pipe,  as  it  will  cost  to  build  a  one  million 
gallon  reservoir  and  put  in  a  complete  double  service  of  three  times 
the  capacity  of  the  present  pipe. 

But  if  all  the  water  for  the  future  supply  of  the  Town  is  to  be 
pumped,  another  pump  should  be  put  in  immediately,  for  if  the  one 
pump  should  be  disabled  and  the  woolen  mill  continue  to  use 
water,  not  more  than  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  the  present  takers 
would  get  water  in  the  day  time  and  many  would  be  entirely  without 
it.  The  only  effect  a  high  service  reservoir  would  have  on  the 
present  supply  would  be  that  the  head  would  be  kept  up  during  the 
night,  the  supply  during  the  day  would  be  no  better  than  can  be 
obtained  from  the  works  as  they  are  now. 

This  is  due  to  the  loss  of  head  by  friction.  We  are  now  forcing 
through  one  ten-inch  main,  50,000  to  60,000  gallons  per  hour  during 
a  part  of  the  year  when  it  is  not  really  fitted  to  carry  more  than 
30,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  loss  of  head  by  friction  in  a 
fourteen-inch  pipe  conveying  50,000  to  60,000  gallons  per  hour 
would  be  about  twenty  feet  less  per  mile  than  in  a  ten  inch-pipe. 

Thus  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  if  the  present  system  is  to  be 
continued  a  new  main  pipe  must  be  laid  from  the  pump  to  the  new 
reservoir  and  from  the  new  reservoir  to  the  Town  at  once.  If  the 
consumption  should  increase  in  any  degree,  as  it  certainly  would  if 
the  head  were  kept  up  during  the  night,  and  the  regular  increase  of 
consumption  for  the  last  few  years  continue,  a  new  main  pipe  would 
have  to  be  laid  soon  from  the  pond  to  the  pump  station. 

To  give  a  proper  supply  of  water  at  the  north  and  south  ends  of 
the  service  larger  pipes  would  need  to  be  laid  in  place  of  the 
four-inch  pipes  leading  to  those  parts  or  small  reservoirs  built  there 
to  receive  water  from  the  central  reservoir  at  night. 

The  cost  of  these  changes  estimated  on  the  same  basis  as  the  other 
would  be  as  follows  : 

14,800  feet  of  fourteen-inch  pipe  from  the  pond  to  High 

Street,  $23,680  00 

A  new  pump,  7,000  00 

Two  new  reservoirs,  6,000  00 

Engineering  and  contingent  expenses,  3,320  00 

$40,000  00 

Four  per  cent,  of  this  sum,  or  $1600  represents  what  it  would  cost 
the  Town  annually  to  carry  on  this  completed  system  of  water 
supply  over  and  above  what  it  would  cost  annually  to  carry  on  a 
completed  high  and  low  service  system. 
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We  believe  that  by  continuing  the  present  means  of  supply  that 
there  is  a  risk  of  being  deprived  of  water  which  it  is  not  prudent  for 
the  Town  to  take. 

We  therefore  recommend  to  the  Town  the  adoption  of  the  high 
and  low  service  system  as  above  outlined,  believing  that  it  will  give 
a  satisfactory  supply  and  be  by  far  the  most  economical  course  that 
can  be  taken. 

Plymouth,  April  27th,  1886. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  held  this 
evening  the  above  report  was  approved  and  ordered  printed. 

H.  P.  BAILEY,  Secretary. 


Since  the  above  report  was  made  the  Town  instructed  the 
Water  Commissioners  to  build  a  reservoir  of  one  million  to  two 
million  gallons  capacity,  and  to  extend  the  water  pipes  to 
Battles'  Corner,  Chiltonville.  7353  feet  4-inch  pipe  was  laid 
at  Chiltonville,  at  cost  of  $4,047.42. 

Land  was  bought  in  the  rear  of  the  Pump  Station  and  a 
reservoir  of  about  one  and  a  half  million  gallons  is  being  built 
at  a  height  of  165  feet  above  sea  level.  * 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  new  reservoir  have  been 
$5,254.20. 

Before  proceeding  to  build  the  reservoir  the  Commissioners 
consulted  Walter  H.  Sears,  Civil  Engineer,  on  the  question  of  a 
better  water  supply.  His  report,  printed  below,  approves,  in 
the  main,  the  above  recommendations  of  the  Commissioners. 
Mr.  Sears'  services  were  engaged  in  locating  and  constructing 
the  reservoir. 

The  Commissioners  now  recommend  the  Town  to  lay  pipes 
this  year  to  complete  the  double  system  of  water  supply  as 
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outlined  in  this  report,  and  to  use  the  new  reservoir  in  connec- 
tion with  the  high  service.  This  would  require  an  expenditure 
estimated  at  thirty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  estimated 
expense  of  finishing  the  reservoir  of  four  thousand  dollars.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  reservoir  will  be  finished  in  July. 

SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN,  ~\ 
NATHANIEL  MORTON,  |  Water 

E  R  ?hSYAN,  |  Commissioners. 

CHARLES  S.  DAVIS,  J 


Plymouth,  Mass,  January  1,  1887. 
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REPORT  OF  WALTER  H.  SEARS,  C.  E. 


Mr.  Samuel  H.  Doten,  Chairman  of  Board  of  Water  Commis- 
sioners, Plymouth,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:—  At  the  request  of  your  Board  I  have  examined  the 
present  condition  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Works,  and  have  carefully 
read  the  various  Annual  Reports  of  the  Water  Board  from  year  to 
year,  as  well  as  that  of  April  27th,  of  this  year.  In  the  last 
report  two  plans  are  outlined  for  the  improvement  of  the  present 
supply  of  water,  and  placing  it  on  a  secure  and  permanent  basis, 
and  upon  these  plans  I  report  as  follows  : 

The  necessity  for  an  additional  main  from  Little  South  Pond  to 
some  point  in  the  Town  appears  evident  in  either  scheme. 

The  present  pipe  is  of  such  size,  ten  inches  in  diameter,  that 
•in  order  to  deliver  the  quantity  of  water  required,  the  pump  has  to 
exert  a  suction  and  pressure  combined  of  seventy  to  ninety  and 
at  times  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  in  order  to  gain  the  benefit 
of  about  thirty  feet  above  the  gravity  pressure  in  Town.  This 
condition  of  things  is  expensive,  as  regards  consumption  of  fuel, 
for  the  result  obtained,  and  would  be  remedied  by  putting  in  a  new 
and  larger  main  from  the  pond. 

The  fourteen-inch  main,  which  you  have  proposed,  will  give 
double  the  quantity  of  water  which  will  flow  through  a  ten-inch  main 
under  similar  conditions.  At  a  velocity  of  flow  of  two  feet  per 
second,  which  is  generally  considered  as  great  as  is  advantageous,  a 
ten-inch  pipe  will  deliver  about  500  gallons  per  minute  ;  a  fourteen- 
inch  pipe  about  1000  gallons,  and  a  sixteen-inch  pipe  about  1250 
gallons.  The  present  ten-inch  pipe  is  being  forced  to  deliver,  on  an 
average,  548,000  gallons  in  twelve  hours,  or  about  760  gallons  per 
minute.  This  pipe,  together  with  a  fourteen-inch  pipe,  would 
deliver,  at  the  rate  of  two  feet  per  second,  as  above,  about  1500 
4 
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gallons  per  minute,  or  about  twice  the  quantity  now  supplied  to  the 
Town  ;  the  ten-inch  and  a  sixteen-inch  pipe  would,  together,  deliver 
1 750  gallons,  or  two  and  one-third  times  as  much. 

In  making  any  change  for  improvement  it  would  seem  wise  to 
plan  for  at  least  double  the  present  consumption,  supposing  the 
source  capable  of  giving  such  a  supply,  and  the  ten-inch  and 
fourteen-inch  pipes,  together,  would  accomplish  this ;  but  it  is  a 
question  whether  it  is  not  better  to  exceed  this  rather  than  come  so 
near  the  limit  set,  and  a  further  consideration  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners,  of  the  relative  advantages  of  the  two  sizes,  is 
suggested  ;  particularly  the  expediency  of  laying  the  sixteen-inch 
main  from  the  pond  as  far  as  the  pumping  station. 

The  question  of  supplementing  the  supply  by  laying  a  pipe  from 
Great  South  Pond  to  some  point  of  the  distribution  in  Chiltonville 
was  considered  and  the  route  was  examined.  This  plan  presents 
some  favorable  aspects,  particularly  that  of  giving,  practically, 
two  independent  sources  of  supply,  but  the  system  of  distribution, 
as  now  laid  would  require  such  extensive  changes,  the  pipes  in  that 
locality  and  leading  thereto  being  so  small,  that  its  full  benefits 
could  not  be  obtained  without  greater  expense  than  would  seem  to 
be  warranted. 

The  requirements  of  the  present  situation,  in  case  all  the  water 
is  to  be  pumped,  are  stated  in  full  in  the  report  of  April  27th 
alluded  to. 

A  reservoir  of  three  million  gallons  would  give  about  live  days' 
supply  at  little  more  than  present  rates  of  consumption.  This 
would  probably  be  sufficient  to  carry  the  consumption  over  any 
emergency  that  might  arise,  since  it  would  be  possible  still  to  supply 
a  portion  of  the  Town  by  gravity.  The  new  main  would  be  as 
necessary  in  this  case  as  in  any  other.  .V  new  pumping  engine 
should  be  provided,  although  it  might  be  possible  to  put  in  a  less 
expensive  pump  for  reserve,  as  is  done,  for  instance,  at  Watertown, 
Mass.  The  expense  of  pumping  would  be  continually  increasing ; 
the  salary  of  the  engineer  would  soon  have  to  be  raised,  or  an 
assistant  employed  and  wear  and  tear  would  be  increased,  and  it 
would  still  be  true  that  two-thirds  of  all  the  water  pumped  could 
flow  to  the  consumers  by  its  own  gravity. 

In  order  to  make  the  comparison  between  the  quantity  of  water  to 
be  pumped  in  the  high  service  plan  and  that  of  pumping  it  all,  as  at 
present,  the  books  of  the  Water  Registrar  were  canvassed  and  the 


51 


estimate  given  in  the  report  of  April  27th,  was  substantially 
confirmed.  The  woolen  mill  and  other  manufactories  using,  or 
having  the  right  to  use,  rather  more  than  one-third,  leaving  about 
two-thirds  for  the  domestic  consumption,  and,  as  the  high  and  low 
service  areas  are  outlined  in  that  report,  the  number  of  families  is 
about  equally  divided  between  the  two,  or  one-third  of  the  present 
supply  to  each.  Thus  it  would  seem  that  the  proposed  provision  for 
pumping  one-third  of  the  present  supply,  or  say  2(H). 000  gallons 
per  day  would  be  sufficient  for  the  high  service,  leaving  the  other 
two-thirds  to  How  by  its  own  gravity.  A  reservoir  of  one  milliion 
gallons  would  give  the  same  security  for  the  service  that  one  of 
three  million  gallons  would  give  in  case  the  whole  supply  was 
pumped.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  said  that  when  the  pipe  is 
laid  with  this  purpose  in  view,  through  Whiting  Street,  in  front  of 
the  new  grammar  school-house,  thus  providing  a  new  route  for  the 
high  service  to  the  south  part  of  the  Town,  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  territory  south  of  Town  Brook  could  be  placed  on  the 
low  service. 

From  data  above  and  that  furnished  by  the  printed  reports  of  the 
Commissioners,  it  is  found  that  the  Town  uses  about  230  gallons  of 
water  per  day,  per  family,  exclusive  of  manufacturing  purposes,  and 
the  present  system  of  the  pipes  at  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the 
Town,  with  the  exception  of  certain  two-inch  pipes,  would  be 
capable  of  supplying  this  amount  for  domestic  service  to  twice  the 
present  number  of  water  takers.  For  any  sudden  or  large  demand, 
however,  as  for  fire  service,  many  of  the  pipes  are  quite  inadequate. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  said  that  the  plan  of  a  double  or  high  and 
low  service,  as  presented  in  your  report,  would  seem  to  be  at  once 
the  most  feasible  and  economical, for  the  Town  to  adopt.  For  this 
purpose  the  present  pumping  facilities  are  ample  for  many  years  ; 
the  pump  and  boilers  can  be  run  in  the  most  economical  and 
advantageous  manner.  The  time  of  running  will  be  reduced  to  two 
or  perhaps  three  days  per  wreek,  giving  opportunity  for  necessaiy 
inspection  and  care  of  machinery.  The  ten-inch  main  will  also  be 
equal  to  the  demands  upon  it  for  a  long  time  to  come  for  this 
purpose,  and  from  being  under  an  intermittent  pressure  as  at 
present  it  will  again  be  placed  under  a  constant  head,  and  its  life 
will  probably  be  greatly  prolonged.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note 
that  in  the  six  years  that  the  pump  has  been  in  use  there  have 


been  twenty-one  leaks  in  the  main  pipe,  while  not  one  occurred 
during  the  four  years  previous.  Under  this  plan,  also,  a  great 
portion  of  the  present  distribution  will  again  come  under  the 
conditions  for  which  it  was  originally  planned,  that  is,  the  gravity 
system,  the  best  and  most  economical  of  all  systems  of  water  supply. 

Very  respectfully, 

AY  ALTER  H.  SEARS,  Civil  Engineer, 

35  Congress  Street,  Boston. 

June  21,  1886. 
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WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN — Term  expires  March,  1887. 
HORACE  P.  BAILED— Term  expires  March,  1887. 
NATHANIEL  MORTON- Term  expires  March,  1888. 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN— Term  expires  March,  1888. 
CHARLES  S.  DAYIS— Term  expires  Marck,  1889. 


Superintendent — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 
Water  Registrar— William  T.  Hollis. 
Chief  Engineer  at  Pumping  Station — W.  A.  H.  Jones. 


Superintendent's  office  in  rear  of  Engine  House,  Main  Street. 

Rates  payable  at  Town  Treasurer's  office,  semi-annually,  in 
advance,  May  1  and  November  1. 

Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  examine  bills  and  claims 
against  the  Department,  the  first  Wednesday  Evening  of  each 
month. 

Bills  against  the  Department  must  be  rendered  on  or  before 
the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month,  or  they  will  lie  over  until 
the  following  month. 

Approved  bills  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer  at  Town  House. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Office  of  Plymouth  Water  Works, 

January  12,  1887. 

To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  : 
Gentlemen  : 

In  compliance  with  my  duty,  I  hereby  submit  my  Thirteenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Works. 

CONSTRUCTION  ACCOUNT. 

There  has  been  laid  during  the  year  1886,  the  following 
amount  of  water  pipes  : 


NO.  OF 
FEET. 

SIZE. 

COST. 

WHERE  LAID. 

TOG 
175 
371 
472 
121 
538 
7,353 
117 
274 
34 

4  inch, 
2  " 
4  '< 
4  44 
4  »« 
4  44 
4  44 
10  ^ 
6  44 
2  44 

1  $582  23 

203  45 
270  50 

1)7  00 
209  76 
4,047  42 
226  65 
209  86 

36  98 

Plymouth  Cordage  Co.,  three  2-inch 

and  one  4-inch,  gates  included. 
Warren  Street. 
Allerton  Street. 
Vernon  Street. 

Whiting  Street,  also  325  ft.  relaid. 

Chiltonville. 

New  Reservoir. 

Allerton  Street. 

J.  R.  Atwood's  Wharf. 

10,161 

$5,973  85 

SERVICE  PIPE. 

42  service  pipes,  measuring  1,284  feet,  attached  to  the  main 
and  distribution  pipes,  have  been  laid  at  a  cost  of  $205.61. 
The  street  length  of  all  distribution  pipes  is  25,680  feet. 

Five  leaks  have  occurred  the  past  year  in  service  pipes. 
Cost  of  repairs,  $13.86. 

In  three  cases  galvanized  pipe  has  been  replaced  by  lead. 
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STREET  MAINS. 

All  street  mains  are  in  good  order  and  condition.  The  cost 
of  all  repairs  and  removal  of  obstructions  on  main  and  dis- 
tributing pipes,  has  been  $231.91. 

Leaks  and  obstructions  have  occurred  as  follows  : 


Number.  Size  of  Pipe.  Cost. 

9                           10  $64  04 

1                            8  11  50 

5                            6  48  35 

11  4  55  87 

12  2  52  15 


38  $231  91 


The  cause  of  leaks  in  the  10  inch  main  was  from  the  settling 
of  the  swamp  on  the  Thomas  Farm,  breaking  the  joints,  and 
where  the  pipe  was  lapped  and  laid  without  sleeves,  this  being 
the  case  in  every  instance  but  one,  and  that  a  small  rust  hole, 
about  two  thousand  feet  above  the  pump  station. 

GATES. 

Seventeen  new  gates,  from  2  to  10  inch,  have  been  set 
on  the  various  extensions,  their  cost  having  been  included  in 
the  cost  of  extensions,  one  of  these,  a  4  inch,  was  set  at  the 
junction  of  Ley  don  and  Water  Streets,  at  a  cost  of  $23.07. 

All  street  gates  have  at  this  time  been  inspected,  and  are  in 
perfect  order. 

RESERVOIR. 

The  Reservoir  remains  in  its  usual  condition.  I  would  renew 
my  recommendation  of  last  year,  that  the  embankments  and 
slopes  be  covered  with  soil  and  sowed  with  clover  and  grass 
seed  the  coming  Spring. 

BOXES. 

Twenty-six  service  boxes  and  three  gate  boxes  have  been 
replaced  by  new  ones,  at  a  cost  of  $3705, 
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NEW  TAKERS. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  water  takers  this  year,  42 
families,  30  water  closets,  9  bathing  tubs,  8  stables,  1  urinal, 
1  summer-house  and  1  6-horse  power  boiler. 


LAB  OB. 

Whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the  year. .  $3,649  17 
Amount  paid  for  labor  on  extensions  . . .     2,413  36 
Amount  paid  for  all  other  labor ...    1,235  81 


Amount  received  for  labor  trenching. ....  $516  90 
Amount  received  for  shutting  off  services        71  50 


$3,649  17 


$588  40 


Total  cost  of  labor  during  the  year,  less  refunded. . .    $3,060  77 


SCHEDULE 

Showing  the  number  of  feet  of  each  size  pipe,  and  the  number 
and  size  of  stop  gates  on  the  Works,  December  31,  1886. 


Size  in  Inches. 

Length  oe  Pipe  in 
Feet. 

No.  of  Stop  Gates. 

20 
12 
10 
8 
6 
4 
3 
2 
1 

56 
64 
18,479 
4,616 
0,189 
51,889 
9,279 
29,568 
1,490 

Total  number  feet  of         ±  g3Q 

2 
9 
8 
11 
63 
12 
70 
7 

Total  number  of  gates,  182 

The  street  length  of  service  pipes  being  25,680  feet,  with  the 
main  and  distribution  pipes,  make  a  total  of  150,310  feet  of 
pipe,  or  28  miles  and  2,470  feet. 
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STOCK  REPORT. 


Stock  and  Tools  oh  Hand. 
Shop. 

129  bbls.  cement  at  $1.30  per  bbl   $107  70 

433  feet  of  2  inch  pipe  at  14  cents  per  foot   60  62 

336  "    "  3    "      "    "16    "     "     "    53  76 

511   "    "  4    "      "    "  21    "     "     "    107  31 

180   "    "  6    "      "    "35    "     "     "    63  00 

84  "    "  8   "      "    <£  55    "     "     "    46  20 

117  "    u10    "      "    "  64    "     "     "    74  88 

56   44    "12    "      "    M  82    "     "     "   45  92 

Tools   275  00 

Duck   18  00 

White  lead   3  00 

Stove    20  00 

Iron  box  covers                                       .        .   .  .  19  00 

One  2-inch  gate,  5.75,  one  4-inch  gate,  10.40   16  55 

Packing,  3.00,  lock  sleeves,  5.45   8  45 

$979  39 

Office  Furniture. 

Table,  1.50,  nine  chairs,  18.00,  stove,  15.00   $34  50 

Chest  of  drawers,  8.00,  safe,  25.00    33  00 

Two  guages,  13.00,  clock,  .50    13  50 

81  00 


$1,060  39 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  undersigned.  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  have  been  well  cared  for,  and 
made  comfortable. 

The  calls  for  aid  have  been  in  excess  of  last  year,  and  that, 
with  the  expense  incurred  in  increasing  our  steam-heating 
aparatus,  which  we  found  it  necessary  to  do,  and  repairs  that 
were  actually  needed,  in  that  part  of  the  house  occupied  by 
the  Superintendent,  has  been   the    cause  of   exceeding  our 


appropriation. 

Balance  undrawn,  January  1,  1886   $378  78 

The  Town  raised  for  support  of  the  poor  the  past 

year  f   6,500  00 

Received  from  other  towns  and  other  sources   1,389  22 

Received  from  Murdock  Fund     18  25 

8,286  25 

Overdrawn   416  77 

$8,703  02 

Amount  expended    $8,703  02 


INSANE  POOR. 

Amount  expended   $2,699  85 

Amount  overdrawn,  January  1,  1886   $102  46 

Amount  appropriated  for  insane  poor. .  . .     1,725  00 

Amount  reimbursed   841  39 

  2,668  85 


Overdrawn    $31  00 
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POOR  AT  ALMSHOUSE. 

Number  of  inmates,  January  1,  1886    15 

"       admitted  during  the  year .     9 

"       discharged  during  the  year    9 

"       died  during  the  year ...    1 

remaining  January  1,  1887  . .  .    14 


INSANE  POOR. 

Number  at  the  hospitals,  January  1,  1886   11 

"       admitted  during  the  year  ...  .    5 

"       discharged  during  the  j^ear    1 

"       died  during  the  year   0 

"       remaining  January  1,  1887   15 


The  roof  of  the  old  part  of  the  Almshouse  needs  to  be 
slated,  as  the  shingles  on  it  are  very  poor,  and  dangerous  in 
regard  to  fire,  as  it  caught  on  fire  twice  from  sparks  that  came 
from  the  Summer  Street  fire  the  past  Winter,  and  we  would 
recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $7,000  be  made,  which 
we  think  will  be  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  poor  for  the 
year,  and  the  slating  of  the  roof.  We  would  also  recommend 
for  support  of  insane  poor,  $2,000. 

GEORGE  H.  JACKSON,  )  Overseers 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,       V  of 
CHARLES  P.  HATCH,      )  Poor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1886. 


*oard.    On  h,s  complamt,  and  that  of  others,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  notices  were  issued  to  householder,  L  U  * 
nuisances  on  their  premises    and  7         ,  PleSUmed 
Options,  prompt,  £  TSt^Z  ^  ^ 

^ces  were  sent  and  all  retirements  ^^2^ 

BoIrZZ5  SySt6m  °f  t0Wn  ^  b— xaminedbythe 
Board  wlth  some  care,  and  where  positive  nuisances  existed 

L  n8 ;:; of  rnection  with  *  -d;cai ««« ITS 

^^rtf  es;ensi7 secared- The  B°ard  °f  ^ 

dard  ter  T  N  K      "  ^  ^  R  St°d" 

or  he  donation  among  its  people  of  a  knowledge  of  what 
speeded  to  secure  and  preserve  its  freedom  from  prevltaS 
peases,  mv.ted  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  examTshaw' 

f:jLT1D8  COmt  SO"tb  °f  S-o-t  Street, lh"h 

•-d  become  a  receptade  for  the  drains  and  water  closets  of  t  e 


6fi 

houses  in  its  immediate  neighborhood.    The  brook  was  subse- 
'l  y  examined  by  Charles  F.  Folsom,  the  Secretary  of  the 
qSte  Lard,  who,  in  an  official  letter,  advised  erthe, the ;con 
Auction  of  an   adequate  sewer,  or  an   abatement  of  the 
nuisance  by  forbidding  any  further  deposit  of  sewage  xn  >t 
bed    During  the  last  year  the  Plymouth  Board,  fiudmg  « 
d  fficuUto  deal  with  the  still  unabated  nuisance  under  any 
uthority  afforded  them  by  law,  adopted  the  sunple  method  o 

Ich  has  so  long  existed  has  been  satisfactorily  deposed  of 

In  consequence  of  complaints  concerning  the  is  ric  east  of 
th  W  nTow  House,  and  north  of  North  Street,  simulate*  by 
rec  urrence  of  several  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  » xmmedxa  e 
li  ty,  the  Board  pursued  the  same  course  there,  and  secured 
L  construction  of  a  suitable  sewer  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
W  ni:  House,  the  houses  in  Jackson  Place  the  enements 
the  rear  of  North  Street,  and  such  houses  on  the  northe  ly  side 

Brewster  Street,  which  has  an  outlet  on  the  shore. 

During  the  year  another  sewer  has  been  laid,  though  not 
During  u    j  house  o£  James  D. 

^™^;^» — 

.ilk  Eo.».U  S.  Do»gl.s..  if  •><"'"  °'™«h  ""'  W°°' 


6? 


all 


fl  t  it  0™  M  ^  "S  aDnUal  meetiD8  f0  appropriate 

the  sum  of  $350,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  a  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  by  the  moderator,  in  obtaining  an 
accurate  survey  and  plan  for  future  extension  of  sewerage 
Z      T    V"T  ;th6  dir6Cti0n  °f  thiS  C°mmittee'  insisting  of 
Stoddard  and  Charles  H.  Howland,  Mr.  L.  F.  Bice,  a  thoroughly 
competent  engineer,  was  employed,  who,  after  an  exhaustiv 
exam.nat.on  of  the  requirements  of  the  town,  made  a  compre- 
hensive report  accompanied  by  plans  and  specifications,  which 
was  pubhshed  m  the  Old  Colony  Memorial.    The  Board  are  not 
aware  tha  any  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Town  on  this 
report    The  plan  of  Mr.  Bice  included  the  following  streets- 

Lothrop°m       ll0"Se  °f  Wil,km  G°0ding  t0  NoHh  Street- 
Cushman. 

s  Allerton,  from  a  point  150  feet  north  of  Cushman,  to  Bussell 

Samoset,  from  Allerton  to  Court  Street. 
Bailroad  Avenue. 

Vernon  Street,  from  Allerton  to  Court  Street. 
-Russell. 

South  Russell. 
Sever. 

Chilton  Street,  before  its  extension. 

Howland. 

Stoddard  Place. 

Bartlett  Place. 

High. 

Ring  Lane. 
Spring. 
Market. 
Mill  Lane. 
School. 
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Summer,  from  Oak  to  Market  Street. 

Leyden. 

Town  Square. 

Main. 

North,  to  outer  end  of  Long  wharf. 

Middle. 

Carver. 

Water,  from  North  Street  to  Sandwich  Street. 
Winslow,  187  feet. 
Water  Cure. 

Sandwich,  from  Market  Street  to  Fremont  Street. 
Bradford. 
South  Green. 
North  Green. 

Pleasant,from  Market  Street  to  South  Street. 
Kobinson,  from  Mayflower  to  Pleasant  Street. 
Mayflower,  from  Robinson  to  Washington  Street. 
South,  from  Sandwich  Street  370  feet. 

Fremont,  and  across  private  land,  Barnes  Lane  and  Bradford 
Street  to  Water  Cure  Street. 
Massasoit. 
Sagamore. 
Jefferson. 
Franklin. 
Washington. 

The  system  proposed  by  Mr.  Rice  covers  a  distance  of  30,077 
feet,  and  was  estimated  by  him  to  cost,  with  all  necessary  man 
holes,  lamp  holes,  street  basins,  and  three  properly  constructed 
outlets,  to  wit:  at  the  railroad  station,  the  foot  of  Howland 
Street,  and  at  Long  Wharf,  $37,181.71.  It  will  be  noticed, 
however,  that  this  system  extends  no  farther  south  than  Fre- 
mont Street.  Its  extension  to  Hobs  Hole  Brook,  with  branches 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Winter  Streets,  would  add  about  2000  feet 
to  the  distance,  and  about  $2,000  to  the  cost,  making  the  entire 
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cost  about  $39,000.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  with  the 
omission  of  such  features  as  a  system  adapted  to  the  require- 
ments and  means  of  such  a  town  as  Plymouth  would  not 
necessarily  demand,  this  estimate  might  be  reduced  to  $30,000. 

There  have  been  already  constructed  the  following  sewers, 
most  of  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Selectmen  in  behalf  of 
the  town,  and  have  become  a  part  of  the  town  system. 

On  Court  Street,  from  the  house  of  James  D.  Thurber  to 
Cushman  Street. 

On  Cushman,  through  its  whole  length. 

Samoset  Street  and  Railroad  Avenue,  from  Samoset  House 
to  the  shore. 

In  Shaw's  Brook,  from  Allerton  Street  to  the  shore. 
On  Court  Street,  from  the  house  of  L.  T.  Robbins  to  Shaw's 
brook. 

From  the  houses  of  Mrs.  T.  Hedge,  Dr.  Jackson  and  William 
H.  Nelson  to  the  shore. 

From  the  House  of  Correction,  through  Court  and  Howland 
Streets  to  the  shore. 

Through  Chilton  Street  to  the  shore. 

Through  Brewster  Street  to  the  shore. 

On  Court  Street,  near  South  Russell  Street,  to  North  Street. 
Through  North  Street  to  the  shore. 

Through  Main  Street,  from  North  to  house  of  Dr.  Hubbard. 

Through  Town  Square  and  Ley  den  Street  to  the  shore. 

Through  Le  Baron's  Alley  to  Leyden  Street. 

Through  Winslow  Street  in  part. 

On  Market,  from  Town  Square  to  the  Mill  pond. 

On  High,  from  Spring  Street  to  Market  Street. 

On  Summer,  from  the  Davie  house  to  Market. 

On  Pleasant,  from  house  of  E.  C.  Chandler  to  Mill  pond. 

On  Robinson,  from  Mayflower  to  Pleasant  Street. 

On  Mayflower,  from  the  top  of  the  hill  to  Robinson  Street. 

On  Sandwich,  from  the  Carver  house  to  the  Mill  pond. 
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On  Sandwich,  north  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Street,  through  private 
land  to  the  shore. 

These  sewers,  estimated  at  about  10,000  feet  in  length,  or 
one-third  of  the  required  system,  would  leave  about  $20,000  as 
the  probable  cost  of  its  completion.    No  one  will  deny  that  it 
is  desirable  that  within  the  shortest  practicable  period  this 
s}Tstem  should  be  constructed.    A  good  sewage  system  is  the 
corollary  of  a  water  system,  and  in  every  town  possessing  a 
system  of  water  supply,  a  method  should  be  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  rid  of  it,  or  sooner  or  later  a  high  rate  of 
mortality  must  be  the  result.    Six  hundred  thousand  gallons 
of  water  are  poured  into  Plymouth  daily.    Of  this  amount, 
two  hundred  thousand  gallons  are  supplied  to  the  woolen  mill 
and  find  their  way  easily  into  the  harbor,  leaving  four  hundred 
thousand  gallons  to  be  accounted  for.    What  becomes  of  this 
large  amount  may  be  approximately  estimated  by  the  examina- 
tion of  a  few  statistics  obtained  by  the  Board.    Out  of  1,413 
takers  of  water,  only  158  deliver  their  excrementitious  matter 
into  the  sewers,  and  218  their  sink  water.    It  is  fair  to  estimate 
that  at  least  two-thirds  of  four  hundred  thousand  gallons, 
or  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  gallons,  are  poured 
into  the  ground   each   day   through   the   medium   of  cess- 
pools or  vaults,  gradually  saturating  it,  until  in  time  they  will 
become  generators  of  discomfort  and  disease.    The  statistics 
obtained  by  the  Board  are  confined  to  the  district  lying  between 
Cold  Spring  and  Hobs  Hole  Brook,  and  extending  as  far  west  as 
the  cemetery.    They  will  be  found  in  a  tabulated  form  together 
with  some  statistics  relating  to  preventable  diseases,  near  the 
end  of  this  report.    The  Board  recommend,  as  a  necessary  step 
towards  the  completion  of  the  proposed  sewage  system,  that 
the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  contribute  a  third,  or  a  quarter, 
or  some  other  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  sewers 
hereafter  laid  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  Mr.  Rice,  and 
within  the  limits  of  his  system  extended  to  Hobs  Hole  Brook. 


71 


The  Board  call  the  attention  of  the  town  to  the  fact  that  at 
present  there  are  fifteen  sewer  outlets  ou  the  shore  between 
Lothrop  Street  at  the  north,  and  Fremont  Street  at  the  south. 
Whether  injurious  to  health  or  not,  they  are  unpleasant  neigh- 
bors, and  the  air  from  the  sea,  with  which  in  the  heat  of  the 
Summer  we  greedily  fill  our  lungs,  is  tainted«by  their  noxious 
breath.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  folly  to  prevent  the  location 
of  the  Standard  Fertilizer  Company  on  Plymouth  Beach,  a 
mile  and  a  half  away,  while  we  tolerate  the  existence  of  so 
many  plague  spots  at  our  very  doors.  The  Board  recommend, 
as  a  second  step  towards  the  completion  of  the  sewage  system, 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report,  at  an  early  day,  plans 
and  specifications  and  estimates  for  the  construction  of  an 
intercepting  sewer  along  the  harbor  front,  with  a  main  outlet 
extending  under  Long  Wharf  and  emptying  into  the  channel. 
The  Board  further  recommend  that  the  selectmen  be  instructed 
to  provide  existing  street  entrances  to  the  sewers  with  catch- 
basins,  and  plank  partitions  and  hanging  traps,  which,  while 
admitting  surface  water,  shall  effectually  keep  back  the  sewer 
smell. 

There  are  a  few  suggestions  made  by  Mr.  Rice,  which  the 
Board  think  it  desirable  to  repeat  in  this  report.  House  con- 
nections should  be  constructed  of  a  six-inch  pipe,  with  a  fall  of 
one  foot  in  fifty,  and  furnished  with  traps.  Neither  soil  nor 
water  pipes  should  be  built  in  the  partitions.  From  the  lower 
end  of  the  soil  pipe  there  should  be  a  communication  with  the 
open  air,  and  the  pipe  should  be  extended  up  through  the  roof, 
terminating  in  either  a  goose  neck  or  a  ventilator.  If  house- 
holders will  observe  these  rules,  they  will  be  spared  much 
inconvenience,  and  finally,  serious  sickness.  It  is  a  common 
impression  that  water  in  water-closets  and  traps  under  set 
basins  and  bath  tubs  will  insure  safety,  but  no  greater  error 
can  be  entertained.  They  may  keep  back  odor,  but  they  can* 
not  keep  back  gas,  and  it  is  the  inodorous  gas  which  causes 
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disease.  Between  Cold  Spring  and  Hobs  Hole  Brook,  there  are 
436  drains  which  empty  into  closed  vaults,  and  15  houses  where 
water-closets  do  the  same.  In  these  vaults  noxious  gas  forms, 
and  demands  and  obtains  an  outlet.  Without  suitable 
ventilation,  bath  rooms  and  sleeping  and  living  rooms  become 
their  certain  r^fcepticles.  The  householder  who  relies  on  an 
old  well,  or  a  cesspool,  for  the  deposits  from  his  water-closet 
and  sink,  invites  desease,  and  may  be  sure,  sooner  or  later,  of 
the  acceptance  of  his  invitation. 

The  health  of  the  town,  judged  by  its  bills  of  mortality  >  has 
been  good.  During  the  last  twelve  years  the  number  of  deaths 
in  each  year  has  been  as  follows  : 


1875 

92 

14i  in  1)00o 

1881 

122 

174 

in  1,000 

1876 

173 

28  " 

1882 

115 

164 

it 

1877 

118 

18J  " 

1883 

107 

154 

it 

1878 

124 

lfift  " 

1884 

124 

18 

tt 

1879 

118 

184  " 

1885 

126 

in 

it 

1880 

139 

194  " 

1886 

121 

17 

it 

In  this  table  a  population  of  6,370  is  used  from  1875  to 
1879  ;  of  7,093  from  1880  to  1884,  and  of  7,239  from  1885  to 
1886,  according  to  the  census  of  1875,  1880  and  1885. 

The  last  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  gives  the  death 
rate  in  1885  in  nineteen  cities,  nearly  all  of  which  are  enjoying 
complete  sewage  systems,  as  follows : 


Boston, 
Lowell, 
Fall  River,  19.55 
Lawrence,  15.16 
Somerville,  16.68 
Springfield,  18.24 
Chelsea,  19.49 
Gloucester,  16.73 
Newton,  13.79 
Maiden,  15,27 


24.09  in  1,000. 
18.45  " 


Worcester,    17.38  in  1,000. 
Cambridge,  20.57  " 
Lynn,  16.68  " 

New  Belfast,  23.68  " 


Salem, 

Holyoke, 

Taunton, 

Haverhill, 

Waltham, 


19.21 
19.14 
17.87 
18.37 
16.19 
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In  12  of  these  the  rate  was  higher  than  that  of  Plymouth, 
while  the  average  of  the  whole  was  18.24  in  1,000,  against  a 
rate  of  17.33  in  Plymouth. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  deaths  since 
1875,  inclusive,  from  the  two  preventable  diseases,  diphtheria 
and  typhoid  fever,  and  from  consumption  : 


Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Consumption, 

1875 

2 

4 

13 

1876 

28 

2 

23 

1877 

18 

0 

19 

1878 

0 

1 

15 

1879 

8 

1 

20 

1880 

5 

0 

20 

1881 

4 

4 

10 

1882 

2 

6 

16 

1883 

1 

1 

15 

1884 

1 

3 

12 

1885 

0 

1 

15 

1886 

7 

1 

15 

The 

number   of  cases 

of  diphtheria, 

typhoid  fever 

scarlet  fever  reported  to  the  Board  during  the  year,  was  as 
follows : 

Typhoid  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever. 

3  22  55 

The  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  on  Court  Street  and 
its  outlets.  Of  the  22  cases  of  diphtheria,  seven  were  north  of 
Cold  Spring,  four  between  Cold  Spring  and  Town  Brook,  nine 
between  Town  Brook  and  Hobs  Hole  Brook,  and  two  south  of 
Hobs  Hole  Brook.  Of  the  55  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  10  were 
north  of  Cold  Spring,  14  were  between  Cold  Spring  and  Town 
Brook,  19  between  Town  Brook  and  Hobs  Hole  Brook,  and  12 
south  of  Hobs  Hole  Brook.  The  table  of  statistics  already 
referred  to  is  here  given,  and  if  repeated  from  year  to  year 
with  a  classification  and  localization  of  deaths  from  preventable 
diseases,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  greatest  number  of  pre- 
ventable diseases  will  be  found  to  occur  where  cesspools  are 
used  instead  of  sewers. 
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Number  of  tenements  east  of  the  Cemetery,  between 


Cold  Spring  and  Hobs  Hole  Brook   729 

Number  of  tenements  between  Cold  Spring  and  Town 

Brook   480 

Number  of  privies  in  the  same  district    290 

Number  of  tenements  in  the  same  district  depositing 

excrementitious  matter  into  sewers   136 

Number  deposits    "  ato  cesspoo1"        iiilts   15 

Number  depoe'    ig  sink  water  into  vaults   255 

Number  de^-jsiiAng  sink  water  into  sewers   218 

Number  dt  oositing  sink  water  on  the  surface    14 

Number  of  tenements  between  Town  Brook  and  Hobs 

Hole  Brook    233 

Number  of  privies  in  the  same  district   225 

Number  of  tenements  in  same  district  depositing  ex- 
crementitious matter  into  sewers   22 

Number  in  the  same  district  depositing  sink  water  into 

vaults   181 

Number  depositing  sink  water  on  the  surface   14 


Before  closing  this  report,  the  Board  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Town  to  the  increasing  number  of  cottages  on  the 
shores  of  the  ponds  furnishing  the  water  supply,  and  to  the 
propriety  of  taking  some  action  to  prevent  pollution.  Section 
98  of  Chapter  80,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  provides  that  the 
State  Board  of  Health  shall  have  the  general  supervision  of  all 
streams  and  ponds  used  by  a  city  or  town,  as  sources  of  water 
supply,  with  reference  to  their  purity,  and  that  upon  the 
application  of  a  city  or  town  to  the  Board,  alleging  the 
pollution  of  its  water  supply,  the  Board  shall  give  notice  and 
grant  a  hearing,  and  upon  proof  of  such  pollution,  issue  an 
order  to  prevent  the  same.  It  is  recommended,  that  the  Water 
Commissioners  be  instructed  to  apply  to  the  State  Board  in 
behalf  of  the  town,  in  order  that  it  may  be  ascertained  whether 
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such  pollution  is  going  on,  and  if  so,  that  it  may  be  effectually 
stopped. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  suggest  a  few  simple  and  approved 
rules. 

1.  In  the  thickly  setthd  parts  of  the  town  no  pump  nor 
well-water  should  be  used  for  drinking  and  cooking,  under  any 
circumstances.  The  ground  has  become  spongy,  and  lost  its 
filtering  power.  1^  the  (  thickly  settjf  1  .parts  such  water 
must  be  avoided,  if  the  pump  or  well  is  in  Lu^e  proximity  to 
cesspools,  vaults,  barn-yards,  pigstyes,  or  otn^r  contaminating 
influences. 

2.  If  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  or  diphtheria  should  occur  in 
a  family  where  a  privy  is  used,  the  deposits  should  be  dis- 
infected daily  by  the  free  use  of  chloride  of  lime,  diluted  with 
nine  parts  of  plaster  of  paris.  Loamy  or  clayey  earth  is  a 
fair  substitute,  but  sand  should  be  avoided,  as  it  is  not  a  dis- 
infectant. 

3.  If  a  vault  or  cesspool  or  old  well  be  used  for  the  deposit 
of  either  excrementitous  matter  or  sink  water,  it  should  be 
ventilated  at  once,  either  by  a  chimney  projecting  through  the 
ground,  or  by  the  extension  of  the  soil  pipe  through  the  roof. 

4.  Milk  used  in  the  family  should  come  from  a  dairy  where 
it  is  certain  that  no  human  excrementitous  matter  is  deposited 
within  leaching  distance  of  any  stream,  or  spring,  or  brook, 
from  which  the  cows  drink. 

5.  Clothing  may  be  disinfected  by  a  four  hours'  immersion  in 
a  two  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid. 

6.  A  sick  room  after  death  may  be  disinfected  by  fumigation 
with  sulphur  in  such  manner  as  the  attending  physican  shall 
prescribe. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  B.  COLLINGWOOD. 
E.  D.  HILL. 
CLARK  FINNEY,  Jr. 
CHARLES  H.  HOLMES. 
WILLIAM  T.  DAVIS. 
Plymouth,  Feb.  19,  1887. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

H.  P.  BAILEY,  Chief. 

P.  S.  BURGESS,  Clerk,  ] 

W.  E.  CHURCHILL, 

A.  E.  DAVIS,  \-  Assistants. 

W.  E.  BAKER, 

G.  E.  SAUNDERS,  J 


To, the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Engineers  respectfully  present 
their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1886 : 

THE  FORCE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT 
consists  of  a  board  of  six  Engineers  and  128  men,  organized  as 
follows : 

Two  steamer  companies  of  30  men  each  ; 
One  hand  engine  company  of  20  men  ; 
One  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  16  men  ; 
One  chemical  engine,  8  men  ; 
Four  independent  hose  carriages,  6  men  each. 


APPARATUS. 
The  apparatus  of  the  Department  consists  of 

Two  steam  fire  engines  ; 

One  hand  fire  engine  ; 

One  hook  and  ladder  carriage  ; 

One  chemical  engine ; 

Four  independent  hose  carriages. 
All  the  above  in  good  working  order. 
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HOSE. 

We  have  in  the  Department  at  the  present  time  about  5,000 
feet  of  cotton  rubber-lined  hose,  all  or  nearly  all  in  good  order. 


BUILDINGS. 

All  the  buildings  in  the  Department  are  now  in  good  order, 
all  having  been  painted  the  past  year. 


HYDRANTS. 

Two  new  post  hydrants  have  been  purchased  and  located  the 
past  year,  making  in  all  64  belonging  to  the  town.  Ail  in  good 
working  order,  all  having  been  tested  in  November  last. 


RESERVOIRS. 

The  five  reservoirs  belonging  to  the  town  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, except  the  one  in  Shirley  Square,  which  has  been  leaking 
badly  the  last  two  months  and  will  need  repairing  soon. 


FIRES. 

The  Department  have  responded  to  five  alarms  the^past  year 
as  follows : 

February  12,  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  barn  belonging  to  William 
Stewart.    Total  loss  ;  no  insurance.    Loss  about  $200. 

February  23,  alarm  at  6  P.  M.,  small  shed  in  rear  of  shoe 
factory.    Loss,  $50. 

July  20,  small  building  on  New  Water  Street  owned  by 
Barnes,  Craig  &  Shannon,  occupied  by  Moor  &  Swift.  Loss 
on  building  and  stock,  $1,300 ;  partly  covered  by  insurance. 

July  25,  alarm  at  1.40  A.  M..  for  small  fire  on  Main  Street,  in 
building  owned  by  Edward  Barnes  and  others,  occupied  by  P. 


?8 

T.  Benny,  tailor.    Damage  slight.    Cause,  breaking  lamp. 

December  17,  alarm  at  1.40  P.  M.,  for  fire  at  Plymouth 
Woolen  Mills,  caused  by  wool  in  contact  with  steampipe  in 
wool-dryer.    Damage,  $1,000;  insured. 


FINANCE. 
Cb. 

Balance  from  last  year                                         .  .  $209  44 

By  appropriation   4,000  00 


$4,209  44 

Dr. 

To  expenditures,  1886   3,560  00 


Undrawn  balance   $649  44 


APPROPRIATION. 

It  is  estimated  that  an  appropriation  of  $2,400  will  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  Department  the  coming  year,  and  is  recom- 
mended. 


NEW  APPARATUS. 

A  chemical  engine  has  been  purchased  the  past  year  for  the 
Department,  at  a  cost  of  $550,  and  a  company  of  eight  young 
men  organized  to  operate  it,  and  it  ha"i  worked  very  satisfactory 
on  several  occasions.  We  think  it  a  very  valuable  addition  to 
the  apparatus  of  the  Department. 
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RECOMMEND  A  T10N. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Selectmen  to  the  necessity  of  a  better  system  of  alarm  in  case 
of  fire,  as  it  has  been  proven  that  the  present  system  is  not 
satisfactory. 


CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say  that  the  firemen  of  this  Depart- 
ment have  responded  promptly  and  worked  efficiently  at  every 
fire  to  which  they  have  been  called,  and  are,  we  think,  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  whose  property  has  been  in  danger 
of  destruction.  The  Board  of  Engineers  desire  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  Department  for  their  promptness  and  good 
deportment  at  all  times,  and  to  the  citizens,  who  have  kindly 
assisted  us  in  any  way,  we  tender  our  thanks. 

For  the  Board  of  Engineers, 

H.  P.  BAILEY,  Chief. 


80 


Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  We  respectfully  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Plymouth 
Water  Scrip  : 

Amount  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $4,076  93 

$2,000  Bonds  of  Central  Massachusetts  Eailroad 
Co.,  received  of  Trustees  of  Duxbury  &  Cohasset 
Eailroad  Sinking  Fund,  at  its  market  value  at 

the  time   261  60 

Income  received  on  same   1,060  15 

85,398  68 

The  amount  is  invested  in — 

Bond    of  Chicago  &   Eastern   Illinois  Eailroad, 

6  per  cent.  ($1,000)   $990  00 

Bond  of  Oregon  Short  Line  Eailroad,  6  per  cent. 

($1,000)   1,021  25 

Four  shares  Globe  National  Bank,  Boston   392  00 

Six       "       Tremont  National  Bank,  Boston   639  00 

Ten      "       Blackstone  National  Bank,  Boston   1,046  25 

Three  "       Market  National  Bank,  Boston   300  00 

Six       "       Webster  National  Bank,  Boston   625  50 

Twenty-one  four-fifths  shares  Central  Massachusetts 

Eailroad  Co.  (preferred)   261  60 

Deposit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   123  08 

$5,398  68 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, )  T  , 
GEOEGE  G.  DYEE,       J  1  rnstees- 

Plymouth,  February  1,  1887. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  PLYMOUTH  IN  1886. 

Jan.      1.    William  B.  Blackmer  of  Plymouth  and  Susan  E. 

Bailey  of  Melrose. 
Jan.    13.    Ichabod  Morton,  Jr.,  and  Annie  P.  Brown,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Jan.  31.  John  Smith  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  Looney  of  Bos- 
ton.   Married  in  Boston. 

Feb.  14.  George  H.  Holmes  of  Duxbury  and  Kosa  C.  El- 
dridge  of  Kingston. 

Feb.  22.  Theodore  A.  Stegmaier  and  Mary  A.  O'Brien,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Feb.  27.  Frederick  Klaus  and  Alice  T.  Bedingfield,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

March  2.    William  O.  Lapham  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  E. 

Sharon  of  Melrose. 
March  6.    Charles  E.  Kimball  of  Worcester  and  Lillian  W. 

Swift  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Bourne. 
March  9.    Frank  W.  Gale  and  Emma  M.  A.  Henry,  both  of 

Concord. 

March  13.  Robert  Richardson  and  Elizabeth  Griswold,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  29.  John  Washington  and  Mary  E.  Johnson,  both  of 
Boston. 

May     1.    Joseph  O.  Hall  of  Boston  and  Annie  May  Rogers 
of  Plymouth. 
6 
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May     1.    George  W.  Griswold  and  Mary  L.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May    10.    James  T.  McCorison   of   Boston  and  Minnie  A. 

Joyce  of  Plymouth. 
May    12.    Arthur  B.  Wall  and  Clara  W.  Bennett,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Ma}r    13.    John  K.  Alexander  and  Sarah  A.  Bradford,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May    24.    John  White  and  Rose  Commas,  both  of  Plymouth. 
May    27.    Gideon  E.   Cash  and  Sophia  Nickerson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May    29.    William  H.  Barrows  of  Plymouth  and  Mabel  A. 

Clark  of  Rockland.  Married  in  South  Weymouth. 
May    29.    Frank  Henderson  and  Julia  A.  Callahan,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

June     1.    Frederick  A.  Cahoon  of  Falmouth  and  Hattie  W. 

Stone  of  Plymouth. 
June     3.    Dennis  H.  Keefe  of  New  York  and  Ellen  O'Halloran 

of  Plymouth. 

June     5.    Joseph  Metz  and  Mary  Smith,  both  of  Plymouth. 
June     6.    Francis  K.  Bartlett  and  Alma  C.  Johnson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June   15.    Allen  L.  Raymond  and  Jennie  Loomis,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June   19.    Charles  Wiegel  and  Lena  Klaus,  both  of  Plymouth. 
June   23.    William  O'Donnell  and  Bridget  Slattery,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June   30.    Charles  S.  Davis  and  Lydia  Russell,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July     3.    Nathaniel  P.  Remick  and  Kittie  M.  Schollard,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

July     5.    Nathaniel  M.  Davis  and  Frances  M.  Robbins,  both 
of  Plymouth. 
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July  12.  S.  Mendall  Briggs  of  Plymouth  and  A.  Jennie 
Carter  of  Greenfield. 

July  20.  Balthasar  A.  Lang  of  Plymouth  and  Kate  L.  Hen- 
dricks of  Boston.    Married  in  Boston. 

July  24.  Robert  McDonald  and  Anna  McDougall,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  25.  Harrison  C.  Beckman  and  Rebecca  S.  Doten  both 
of  Plymouth. 

July  27.  Sebastian  Reidle,  Jr.,  and  Maria  Kugan,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.     8.    Henry  L.  Cahoon  of  Plymouth  and  Hannah  L. 

Weeks  of  Marion.    Married  in  Mattapoisett. 
Aug.    17.    Michael  Clough  and  Mary  Ann  McDermot,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Aug.  18.  William  F.  Morey  and  Harriet  W.  Lawrence,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Aug.    20.    Frederick  K.  Nickerson  and  Corinna  D.  Flintoft, 

both  of  Plymouth. 
Aug.    25.    Daniel  E.  Coffey  and  Mary  F.  Glavin,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Hillsdale,  N.  H. 
Aug.    31.*  William  T.  Pierce  and  Mattie  Q.  Sampson,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept.     5.    Timothy  F.  Crowley  of  Plymouth  and  Florence  A. 

Hazel  of  Concord.    Married  in  Concord. 
Sept.     5.    William  M.  Mayers  and  Carrie  Benson,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept  11.  Nathaniel  C.  Sampson  and  Estella  F.  Swift,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.   11.    Archie  H.  Doten  and  Rosa  Leland  Vaughn,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Duxbury. 
Sept.   14.    Arthur  T.  Byrnes  of  Plymouth  and  Emma  R.  Pier- 
point  of  Somerville.    Married  in  Somerville. 
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Sept.   18.    Herbert  N.  Barrows  of  Plymouth  and  Mary  E. 

Burgess  of  New  London,  Conn.  Married  in  New 
London. 

Sept.   19.    Frank  B.  Freeman  of  Plymouth  and  Rhoda  R. 

Crapo  of  Carver.    Married  in  Middleboro. 
Sept.   26.    Joseph  J.  Silvia  and  Philomena  S.  Laban,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept.  29.  John  H.  Burtch  and  Katie  E.  Diman,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  6.  Thomas  Emerson  and  Mary  Anderson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.    16.    Philip  Basler  and  Rosie  Metz,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.    18.    Alexander  Lamond  of  Plymouth  and  Maggie  King 

of  Brockton.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Oct.    31.*  Charles  W.  Pierce  and  Annie  M.  Hart,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.  3.  William  Grantham  and  Isabel  C.  Bartlett,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  7.  Edgar  W.  Howland  and  Annie  G.  Atwood,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  11.  George  E.  Fuller  aud  Mary  E.  Chase,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.    11.    George  W.  Nightingale  of  Plymouth  and  Ellen  F. 

Smith  of  Kingston. 
Nov.    17.    William  A.  Morton  aud  Nancy  M.  Sampson,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.  17.  Thomas  A.  Holsgrove  and  Adelaide  Henry,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Randolph. 

Nov.  21.  Daniel  W.  Everson  of  HaDson  and  Florence  E. 
Kilbrith  of  Pembroke. 

Nov.  21.  George  A.  Leach  and  Amanda  G.  Atwell,  both  of 
Plymouth, 

Nov.  21.  Herbert  E.  Richards  of  Carver  and  Villie  Ozier  of 
Gloucester. 
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Nov.    24.    James  B.  Carnes  and  Annie  M.  Popp,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.    24.    Seth  M.  Folger  of  Nantucket  and  Clara  M.  Hacla- 

way  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.    30.    Prank  A.  Skinner  and  Judith  C.  Howland,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.     9.    Charles  A.  Burdett  and  Mabel  E.  Hall,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Dec.    11.    Austin  A.  Sliarpe  and  Minnie  M.  Fisher,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.    11.    Sylvanus  D.  Sampson  and  Delia  A.  Standish,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.    16.    Alfred  W.  Elson  of  Boston  and  Maud  Spooner  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.    20.    George  B.  Hathaway  of  New  Bedford  and  Annie  M. 

Bobbins  of  Plymouth. 
Dec.    21.    Frank  B.  Bearce  of  Abilene,  Kansas,  and  Anna  D. 
Faulkner  of  Plymouth, 
oi  I   Dec.    25.    Charles  M.  Sherman  and  Jessie  Nickerson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

of  I  Dec.    27.    Abner  L.  Chase  of  Harwich  and  Vellie  E.  Rickard 
of  Carver. 

FJ  Dec.    29.    Walter  B.  Nye  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  and  Caroline 
M.  Etheridge  of  Duxbury. 
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SUMMARY. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1886  : 

BIRTHS. 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1886    151 

Males   82 

Females    69 

The  parentage  of  the  children  are  as  follows  : 

Both  parents  born  in  United  States    91 

"           "          Germany    8 

"           "          British  Provinces   7 

Ireland   6 

Sweden   3 

Italy   2 

Portugal   1 

England   1 

Mixed,  one  parent  American  . .    23 

Mixed,  other  nationalities   4 

Unknown   5 


MARRIAGES. 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1886    75 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States   52 

"          "          Germany    3 

"          "          British  Provinces   1 

Ireland   1 

'•          "          Western  Islands    1 

Mixed,  one  American   13 

Mixed,  other  nationalities ...   4 
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DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  1886, 150, — 29  of 
which  occurred  out  of  town,  the  burial  taking  place  in  Ply- 


mouth. 

Females     82 

Males   68 

Born  in  United  States   137 

"       British  Provinces    4 

"       Germany   3 

"       England    2 

"        Ireland    1 

"        at  sea   1 

Unknown    2 


CUftTIS  DAYIE,  Town  Clerk 
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expired  in  1887. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31.  1886. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Town  in  1886,  the 
following  appropriations   were  made,    subject   to  the 


order  of  the  Committee  : 

For  the  support  of  schoools   $22,000  00 

For  books  and  supplies   1,800  00 

In  addition  to  the    above,  the  School  Department 

received  the  following  credits  : 

From  the  Murdock  fund   18  25 

From  the  School  fund   66  88 

Total  credits   $23,885  13 

The  amount  of  bills  paid  during  the  year  has  been — 

For  the  support  of  schools   $21,898  36 

For  books  and  supplies   1,746  99 

$23,645  35 


Leaving  balances  undrawn  amounting  together  to  $239.78 
The  classified    expenses  for  the  support  of  schools 


were  as  follows  : 

Salaries  of  Teachers   $16,619  73 

Books  and  supplies,  and    expressage  on 

the  same   1.746  99 

Repairs  and  room  supplies   1,157  13 

Superintendent   1,083  26 
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Janitors,  etc   $951  90 

Fuel   756  64 

Music  teacher   720  00 

Horse  hire   167  50 

Printing   126  95 

Furniture  lor  new  school  on  Mt.  Pleasant  110  60 

Truant  Officers   75  00 

Care  of  privies   38  00 

Aid  to  scholars  at  Ellisville   30  00 

Hall  rent  for  exhibition   25  00 

Tuning  piano   7  00 

Travelling  expenses   16  20 

Sundries   13  45 


§23,045  35 


The  School  Committee  can  report  favorably  in  regard 
to  the  public  schools  of  Plymouth.  They  are  in  good 
condition,  yet  not  as  good  as  they  should  be.  Whatever 
deficiencies  exist  we  cannot  attribute  them  to  any  want 
of  ability  or  of  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
or  of  the  Superintendent.  The  work  of  our  entire  corps 
of  teachers,  wisely  directed  and  supported  by  the 
constant  oversight,  and  personal  presence  of  the 
Superintendent,  is  in  itself  all  that  we  can  ask  for. 
But  there  are  certain  facilities  for  instruction  which  we 
lack.  And  the  lack  comes  chief! v  from  a  hesitation 
which  the  Committee  has  felt,  to  call  on  the  town  for 
such  additional  appropriations  as  would  be  necessary  to 
secure  these  facilities. 

Without  entering  into  all  the  details,  we  need  in  the 
High  School  suitable  apparatus  for  teaching  physical 
sciences  :   apparatus   by  which  those  sciences  can  be 


explained  and  illustrated  with  familiar  practical  experi- 
ments :  showing  by  actual  test  of  them  what  the  forces 
of  air  and  water,  heat  and  steam,  electricity,  attraction, 
gravitation  all  are  ;  and  what  simple  uses  can  be  made  of 
them  in  mechanics.  There  is  great  need,  too,  of 
apparatus  for  making  experiments  in  chemistry,  which 
opens  that  rich  field  of  study  and  investigation,  leading 
to  so  many  practical  ends. 

But  it  may  be  asked  by  the  citizens  who  read  this 
report,  and  reasonably  too,  whether  all  these  branches  of 
study  have  been  neglected  thus  far.    No,  they  have  not 
been  neglected.    They  have  been  taught  as  well  as  they 
could  be  from  good  text  books,  and  by  good  teachers, 
but  with  very  meagre  apparatus,  much  of  it  of  domestic 
manufacture.     And  it  seems  a  waste  of  time,  both  of 
instructors  and  of  pupils,  to  go  on  longer  without  better 
facilities— more  suitable  tools  to  work  with.  Besides 
that,  in  all  the  public  schools  throughout  the  whole 
country,  and  in  all  the  seminaries  too,  for  advanced 
study,  more  and  more   provision,   of  both  time  and 
facilities,  is  made  for  instruction  in  the  physical  sciences 
and  mechanic  arts,  for  enabling  pupils  to  understand  the 
forces  of  nature,  and  how  to  apply  them  to  practical 
uses. 

To  study  in  a  book  about  forces  and  machines  and 
chemical  affinities  is  good,  so  far  as  it  goes ;  but  if  we 
want  pupils  to  become  intelligibly  interested  in  such 
subjects,  and  really  comprehend  them,  there  must  be  in 
the  class  room  experiments  made,  with  an  application  of 
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till  these  forces.  And  for  boys  and  girls  alike,  this 
whole  branch  of  study,  with  all  its  relations  to  nature 
and  to  art.  is  most  important. 

The  Committee  do  not  desire  to  ask  for  an  increased 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  apparatus,  but  hope  to 
be  able  to  devote  a  part  of  the  money  available  during 
the  coming  year  to  that  end.  In  another  year,  if  the 
expenditure  shall  prove  a  judicious  one,  it  is  probable  that 
the  Committee  will  ask  for  a  somewhat  larger  appropria- 
tion. A  majority  do  not  intend,  however,  to  express  their 
approval  of  the  introduction  of  scientific  instruction  into 
the  schools  to  the  extent  recommended  in  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent.  The  amount  recommended  to  be 
appropriated  for  books  and  supplies  is  $23,800. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  we  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  parents,  for  we  consider  that  these  reports 
of  the  School  Committee,  are  addressed  not  to  voters 
only,  but  to  all  the  parents  who  send  their  children  to 
the  public  schools. 

The  School  Committee  and  the  Superintendent  agree 
in  the  peculiar  importance  of  giving  time  in  our  schools 
to  imparting  to  the  pupils  information  upon  subjects  not 
treated  of  in  text  books,  namely,  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world  today,  "general  knowledge'7  we  call  it ;  what  men 
are  thinking  about  and  doing,  for  instance,  in  the  matter 
of  peace  and  war,  of  arts  and  inventions,  of  protection 
of  industries,  of  development  of  national  resources,  of 
securing  safeguards  against  disease,  and  against  fire  and 
railroad  accidents,  of  benevolent  organizations,  their 
methods   and   their    humane    work ;  "  of  temperance 
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societies,  of  national  defences;  of  our  army  and  our 
navy,  of  our  dealings  with  the  Indian  tribes,  of  attempts 
for  universal  suffrage,  of  our  relation  just  now  with 
Canada,  with  all  it  involves  of  national  rights  and 
duties.  This  "general  knowledge",  including  "news  of 
the  day,"  we  regard  as  an  important  branch  of  school 
education  ;  it  has  been  introduced  in  our  High  School  in 
a  limited  measure,  and  with  good  results,  but  we  now 
propose  to  give  more  time  to  it.  and  in  order  to  do  so 
some  of  the  other  branches  will  necessarily  have  less 
time  than  hitherto. 

We  enter  into  this  matter  somewhat  at  length  in  our 
report,  because  we  are  aware  that  some  of  the  parents 
feel  wronged  if  a  very  large  proportion  of  study  and  of 
recitation  is  not  given  especially  to  French  or  German  or 
Latin,  or,  perhaps,  to  all  three  together.  This  we 
consider  a  mistaken  view,  and  one  which  we  are  inclined 
to  believe  would  be  changed  by  careful  thought  and  by  a 
wise  estimate  of  the  real  worth  of  such  a  branch  of 
study  as  we  have  now  indicated.  And  we  commend  the 
subject  to  the  serious  commendation  of  both  parents  and 
pupils.  May  there  not  be,  we  would  suggest,  a 
mistaken  ambition  to  have  our  children,  especially  our 
daughters,  perfected  in  what  are  called,  falsely,  higher 
branches  of  learning,  at  the  expense  of  branches  of  more 
solid  and  practical  worth? 

If  we  are  right  in  our  views  of  education,  our  young 
people,  when  they  finish  their  course  at  school,  should  be 
reasonably  well-informed  upon  all  those  topics  which  are 
likely  to  be  subjects  of  conversation  in  the  social  and 
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business  life  of  intelligent  society.  And,  of  still  more 
importance,  they  should  have  acquired  a  habit  of  looking 
into  all  subjects  of  live  thought  and  the  movements  of  the 
times,  and  not  be  limited  to  a  narrow  range  of  interests. 
Let  common  schools  secure  all  this  to  their  graduates, 
and  when  these  same  young  people  become  men  and 
women,  there  will  be  more  activity  of  thought  and  more 
intelligent  social  intercourse,  and  more  fellowship  also, 
the  world  over,  with  those  persons  who  are  engaged  in 
doing  true,  and  generous  and  human  deeds. 

So  shall  we  enlist  our  public  schools  into  the  service  of 
promoting  that  best  end  of  all  education,  giving  to  our 
men  and  women,  as  they  enter  upon  the  responsibilities 
of  life,  the  habit  of  serious  thought  and  just  conclusions 
upon  the  various  practical  questions  that  are  pressing 
upon  society,  involving  the  well-being  of  the  community 
and  the  happiness  of  homes.  For  what  the  world  wants 
is  not  so  much  special  training  of  a  few  individuals  in 
certain  branches  of  learning,  as  mental,  moral  and  phys- 
ical vigor  among  the  people  at  large.  Our  public  schools 
ought  to  be  and  can  become  efficient  agents  in  securing 
all  three  of  the  forms  of  healthy  vigor.  We  set  forth 
these  views  as  the  result  of  an  endeavor  to  answer  to 
ourselves  and  to  others  in  a  way  that  shall  approve  itself 
to  the  common  sense  of  men,  the  question, — what  should 
public  schools  aim  to  accomplish  ?  We  feel  that 
the  statement  we  have  made  of  our  conclusions  upon 
that  one  special  division  of  the  studies  for  a  school 
holds  a  rightful  place  in  our  annual  report,  which  is 
supposed  to  contain  suggestions  for  improvements.  ■ 
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The  change  of  time  for  graduation  from  December  to 
June  has  been  quietly  effected  without  serious  annoyance 
to  any  one,  and  with  decided  gain  to  the  pupils  who, 
thereby,  have  secured  an  additional  six  months'  study 
and  instruction. 

The  amount  expended  for  books  and  school  supplies, 
large  as  it  seems,  is  vised  only  in  the  purchase  of  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  schools,  with  an  aim  at 
strictest  economy. 

This  special  expenditure  of  the  town's  money  is  not 
optional  with  the  Committee,  but  is  required  by  a  law  of 
the  State.  Serious  doubts  exist  in  our  minds  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  this  law,  which  we  feel  induces  often  a  careless 
use  of  supplies  by  the  children  and  obliges  this  town,  for 
Distance,  to  appropriate  annually  for  schools  an  extra 
sum  of  from  $1,500  to  $2,000.  Whereas,  formerly,  the 
outlay  which  this  now  meets,  was  fitly  distributed  among 
the  individuals  whose  children'  attended  school.  When- 
ever a  case  occurred  where  parents  could  not  afford  to 
purchase  books  and  supplies,  these  were  promptly  fur- 
nished by  the  Committee. 

Most  of  our  school-houses  are  in  comfortable  condition, 
although  the  long-existing  need  still  exists  for  better 
accommodations  for  the  High  School,  where  suitable 
provision  can  be  made  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
hundred  and  fifty  pupils  who  are  now  collected  in  a  room 
ill  suited  to  the  purposes  of  a  large  school.  Whenever 
the  town  can  feel  justified  in  making  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation for  such  a  building  as  is  required,  they  will 
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confer  a  very  great  blessing  upon  all  the  children  of  the 
town,  for  in  their  turn  the  majority  of 'all  the  school  chil- 
dren pass  into  the  High  School. 

The  question  of  what  to  do  with  truants,  continues  a 
perplexing  one.  The  State  laws  on  this  point  are 
inadequate  or  inoperative.  If  the  people  of  the  town 
see  truant  children  on  the  street,  they  may  be  assured 
that  the  School  Committee  have  exhausted  their  re- 
sources to  meet  such  cases. 

We  will  conclude  our  report  by  urging  upon  parents 
the  importance  of  the  punctual  attendance  of  the  scholars 
at  school,  and  their  continuance  through  the  entire  school 
session,  without  interruption.  Scarce  anything  else  so 
wrongs  both  teacher  and  pupils  as  tardiness  of  scholars 
and  frequent  absences. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

F.  N.  KNAPP,  ] 
CHARLES  I.  LITCHFIELD,  | 
JAMES  MILLAR,  !  School 

GEORGE  F.  WESTON,         f  Committee, 
WILLIAM  T.  DAVIS,  | 
CHARLES  S.  DAVIS,  J 

Plymouth,  Feb.  24,  1887. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF-SCHOOLS. 


To  the  School  Committee,  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen  :  As  required  by  your  rules,  I  present  for 
your  acceptance  my  annual  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
schools  of  the  town.  I  have  endeavored  to  confine  my- 
self to  the  few  changes  that  have  been  made  in  the  past 
year,  and  the  pressing  wants  for  the  future,  trusting  that 
a  very  general  report  of  other  matters  will  be  sufficient. 

The  general  statistics  of  the  schools  are  given  in  the 
following  table  : 

STATISTICS. 


Population  of  the  town   7,239 

Children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  ,  .  1,224 

Number  of  Public  Schools   33 

Number  of  Private  Schools   2 

Months  the  Public  Schools  were  in  session   10 

Number  of  School-houses   25 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School   5 

Number  of  teachers  in  Grammar  Schools    4 

Number  of  teachers  in  Intermediate  Schools ....  8 

Number  cf  teachers  in  Primary  Schools   16 

Number  of  teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools   3 

Number  of  scholars  in  Public  Schools   1,452 

Average  number  belonging   1,207 

Average  attendance   1,048 

Number  between  8  and  14  years  of  age   790 


The  whole  number  of  schools  is  one  less  than  in  the 
report  of  last  year.  The  temporary  school,  opened  in 
the  extreme  north  part  of  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  over-crowded  Intermediate  school  in  that 
district,  has  been  closed,  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
scholars  rendering  it  no  longer  necessary.  In  the  central 
part  of  the  town  one  more  sub-Primary  school  was 
needed,  and  to  meet  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  school 
was  established  in  the  school-house  on  South  Street,  and 
the  Primary,  heretofore  occupying  this  place,  was  re- 
moved to  a  room  in  the  new  building  on  Mount  Pleasant. 

ATTENDANCE. 

In  some  parts  of  the  town,  irregularity  in  attendance  is 
increasing  very  much  ;  to  such  a  degree,  indeed,  that  T 
doubt  whether  it  is  advisable  to  try  to  keep  two  of  the 
schools  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  town  open 
for  ten  months  of  the  year,  as  the  demand  for  the  labor 
of  children  is  so  great  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  scholars  present  in  Spring  and  Fall,  to  justify  the 
expense  of  carrying  on  these  schools.  In  the  extreme 
north  part  of  the  town,  also,  there  are  two  schools  very 
seriously  affected  by  absence  of  a  large  part  of  the 
scholars  in  Spring,  who  are  tempted  by  the  profitable 
employment  which  is  offered  to  them  at  this  season  ol 
the  year,  and  which  they  do  not  feel  able  to  refuse.  In 
all  of  the  schools,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  the  efforts  of 
the  teachers  are  unremitted  in  securing  regularity  of 
attendance,  at  whose  call  the  truant  officer  stands  ready 
to  render  any  assistance  in  his  power. 
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MUSIC. 

The  progress  of  our  schools  in  vocal  music,  during  the 
past  year,  is  very  gratifying.  On  three  public  occasions 
scholars  have  had  opportunities  to  sing,  and  they  won  for 
their  efforts  universal  praise.  One  of  these  occasions 
was  an  exhibition  of  nearly  all  the  schools  of  the  central 
part  of  the  town,  in  which  each  school  was  called  upon, 
separately,  to  sing,  and  the  children,  down  to  the  Prima- 
ries, acquitted  themselves  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
present. 

There  was  a  time  when  it  may  have  been  doubtful 
whether  we  should  succeed  so  far  in  establishing  this 
important  art  in  the  schools,  that  the  public  would  spon- 
taneously and  energetically  support  the  school  authorities 
in  the  expenditure  necessary  to  bring  about  the  desired 
result.  Now,  after  the  public  has  had  opportunities  of 
learning  what  the  scholars  can  do,  there  is  no  longer  an}T 
doubt  about  future  support ;  for  music  is  a  fixed  fact  in  the 
instruction  given  in  the  public  schools.  This  is  a  great 
point  gained ;  for  it  can  easily  be  seen  that  this  success 
must  increase  the  love  of  music  throughout  the  town,  and, 
in  time,  make  all  capable  of  appreciating  the  highest 
efforts  of  art. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

This  community  has  ample  reasons  for  regarding  the 
High  School  with  increasing  interest  every  year,  for  its 
power  to  advance  the  general  intelligence  of  the  town 
makes  itself  felt  more  perceptibly  as  it  advances  in  years. 
This  fact  is  fully  appreciated  by  those  who  have  the  most 
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intimate  relations  with  the  school,  and  who  have,  on  that 
account,  the  best  means  of  judging  of  the  quality  of  work 
done  there.  The  course  of  study  will  compare  favorably 
with  that  of  the  best  schools  of  its  kind  ;  the  manners 
and  character  of  its  members  are  excellent  ;  the  interest, 
and  even  enthusiasm,  pervading  all  departments,  ensures 
success  to  those  who  pass  through  the  prescribed  course. 
The  influence  which  such  a  school  must  have  on  the  in- 
telligence of  the  community  where  it  exists,  must  be  very 
great,  and  especially  at  the  present  time,  when  there  is  a 
larger  per  centage  of  good  teaching  than  ever  before. 

The  departments  of  learning  in  which  we  meet  with 
most  success,  and  which  we  emphasize  most,  are  English 
Literature,  History,  Mathematics,  and  Science,  discarding, 
as  an  exploded  notion,  the  opinion  that  learning  consists 
wholly,  or  even  mainly,  in  a  knowledge  of  foreign  lan- 
guages. It  is  true,  we  give  a  fair  proportion  of  time  to 
this  study,  sufficient  to  fit  scholars  for  those  colleges 
which  do  not  require  Greek  as  an  essential  for  admission, 
as  Wellesley,  Institute  of  Technology,  and  Harvard,  in  the 
two  former  of  which  we  have  several  scholars  at  the 
present  time. 

We  labor  under  great  disadvantages  in  teaching 
Science,  for  want  of  a  chemical  and  physical  laboratory — 
an  indispensable  requisite  for  training  according  to 
modern  scientific  methods.  The  close  adherence  to  text- 
books, memorizing,  and  the  mechanical  instruction  which 
must  be  the  result  of  such  a  method,  are  discreditable  at 
the  present  time.  TVe  have  done  all  we  could  with  the 
apparatus  which  we  have,  and  have  hoped  every  year  to 
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have  more,  but  something  has  always  intervened  to  pre- 
vent the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose. 

We  have  an  unused  room  in  the  High  school  building 
which  will  be  convenient  in  all  respects  for  the  arrange- 
ments required.  As  a  beginning,  we  shall  need  to  intro- 
duce into  the  room,  water  and  gas  ;  tables  for  a  class  of 
twenty  scholars  to  work  at,  to  prepare  their  chemical 
experiments  ;  various  machines  for  the  proper  teaching 
of  mechanics  ;  telegraphic  and  other  electrical  apparatus, 
all  of  which~aie  needed  at  once;  and  I  recommend  the 
appropriation  of  $500  for  the  immediate  commencement 
of  this  long-promised  work. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

The  Grammar  Schools  have  been  very  much  improved 
in  the  past  year  by  the  introduction  of  book-keeping.  It 
takes  the  time  formerly  occupied  by  penmanship  ;  and 
the  exchange  works  very  successfully  ;  for  the  interest  in 
writing  is  greatly  increased,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  fact 
that  the  scholars  see  a  definite  application  of  their  skill, 
to  a  work  in  which  they  take  much  pride. 

The  introduction  of  this  branch  into  the  Grammar 
Schools  has  given,  I  think,  universal  satisfaction  ;  for 
parents  attach  great  importance,  and  very  justly,  to 
book-keeping,  as  it  is  a  knowledge  needful  to  all,  and  to 
some,  very  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  desirable  em- 
ployment. At  present,  it  is  taught,  also,  in  the  High 
School  ;  but  I  hope  the  subject  will  be  so  well  managed 
in  the  Grammar  Schools,  that  hereafter  it  may  be  omitted 
in  the  High  School. 
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Another  change  may  be  made  in  the  Grammar  School 
course  of  study,  which  will  add  greatly  to  the  usefulness 
of  these  schools,  and  especially  benefit  those  who  do  not 
enter  the  High  School.  By  reducing  the  time  heretofore 
given  to  Geography,  opportunity  will  be  afforded  to  in- 
troduce two  recitations  in  Elementary  Science,  for  all  the 
scholars  ;  a  study  which  will  tend  to  form  habits  of  ob- 
servation on  everything  that  occurs  in  nature  about  them. 
This  will  enlarge  and  complete  the  Grammar  School 
course,  an  arrangement  which  has  been  long  desired  by 
many  in  our  town.  The  steady  improvement  in  the 
character  of  the  teaching  in  these  schools  is  highly  satis- 
factory. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

A  sense  of  duty  always  prompts  me  in  every  report 
of  the  condition  of  schools,  to  call  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  building  in  which  about  one-ninth  of  all 
the  children  of  the  town  spend  the  school-hours  of  every 
day.  In  Winter,  especially,  the  smaller  inconveniences 
which  have  to  be  borne,  and  the  serious  dangers  to 
health,  are  a  source  of  perpetual  complaint  on  the  part 
of  teachers  and  parents.  Delicate  young  girls  are  often 
detained  at  home  in  order  to  avoid  their  being  exposed 
drafts  of  air  which  are  met  in  all  their  movements 
about  the  rooms  ;  and  others  are  out  of  their  places  at 
school  on  account  of  ill-health,  contracted  in  the  sudden 
changes  of  temperature,  experienced  in  moving  through 
the  cold  passages,  which  lead  from  the  upper  to  the 
lower  recitation  rooms,  and  from  the  bad  ventilation  of 
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the  principal  room.  This  room  is  too  small  on  the  floor, 
and  too  low  in  the  walls  for  the  accommodation  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  sometimes,  one  hundred  and  sixt}- 
pupils. 

These  facts  are  well  known  to  all  those  who  send 
children  to  our  High  School,  and  upon  their  influence,  in 
a  great  measure,  must  depend  the  successful  issue  of  the 
steady  agitation  which  has  prevailed  in  our  town  for  the 
last  ten  years,  on  the  question  of  a  new  High  School 
building. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  BURTON,  Superintendent 

Plymouth,  February,  1887. 
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Green, 

High  School, 

Carrie  E.  Small, 
Ellen  W.  Beane, 
Emma  F.  Briggs, 
Anna  M.  Klingenhagen, 
Jennie  C.  Whitten, 

$1400 
700 
700 
400 
400 

158 

141 

135 

Russell  St., 

Grammar, 

Aaron  H.  Cornish, 

1000 

46 

40 

43 

5 

41 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Grammar, 

Seth  S.  Crocker, 

1000 

47 

47 

44 

6 

41 

North, 

Grammar, 

Charles  F.  Cole, 

1000 

42 

36 

33 

5 

37 

Chiltonville, 

Grammar, 

Elmer  E.  Sherman, 

900 

47 

39 

36 

5 

32 

So.Plym.outh, 

Grammar, 

Frances  A.Hadaway. 

400 

31 

24 

20 

2 

29 

North, 

Intermediate, 

Harry  R.  Hitchcock. 

700 

46 

39 

35 

46 

Wellingsley, 

Intermediate, 

Addie  F.  Bartlett, 

360 

40 

30 

27 

24 

Russell  St., 

Third  Grade, 
Third  Grade, 

Carrie  I.  Mace, 

360 

63 

55 

49 

63 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Augusta  M.  Morton, 

360 

50 

44 

38 

47 

Russell  St., 

Second  Grade, 

Mary  A.  Aldrich, 

320 

41 

37 

33 

(41 

Russell  St  , 

Second  Grade, 

Anna  A.  Jones, 

320 

43 

40 

34 

43 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Seeond  Grade, 

Nelia  D.  Burbank, 

320 

54 

51 

46 

53 

Cold  Spring, 

Primary, 

Frances  E.  Hovey, 

300 

43 

37 

30 

21 

School  St., 

Primary, 

Priscilla  Perkins, 

300 

56 

43 

39 

14 

oOUlIl  ot., 

Primary, 

Charlotte  R.  Bearse, 

300 

28 

23 

20 

10 

Oak  St., 

Primary, 

May  H.  Chandler, 
Grace  D.  Chandler. 

300 

38 

32 

29 

25 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Primary, 

300 

37 

35 

31 

32 

North, 

Primary, 

Mary  Moning, 

300 

36 

35 

28 

36 

South  St., 

1st  Sub-Primary, 

Mary  E.  Morton, 

300 

47 

44 

39 

12 

South  St., 

2d  Sub  Primary, 

Katie  O'Brien, 
Lucy  M.  Harlow, 

300 

39 

37 

33 

Spring  St., 
Oak  Grove, 

Sub-Primary, 

300 

59 

37 

30 

10 

Sub-Primary, 

Nellie  M.  Smith, 

300 

64 

33 

25 

11 

Cold  Spring, 

Sub-Primary, 

Mary  J.  Ellis, 

300 

63 

44 

29 

3 

North, 

Sub-Primary, 

Myra  C.  Holmes, 

300 

44 

42 

33 

10 

Cliff, 

Primaiy, 

M  arthaW.  W  h  itm  o  re 

280 

31 

23 

20 

11 

Chiltonville, 

Primary, 

Katie  W.  Sampson, 

280 

31 

22 

19 

17 

Russell  Mills, 

Primary, 
Primary, 

Mary  A.  Morton, 

280 

40 

25 

24 

25 

So.Plymouth, 

Lydia  A.  Sampson, 

280 

31 

23 

18 

17 

South  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Addie  E.  Thrasher, 

280 

19 

18 

16 

13 

Long  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Lina  Bates, 

280 

16 

14 

13 

16 

Ceclarville, 

Ungraded, 

Hepsie  E.  Pierce, 

360 

22 

17 

16 

10 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 


First  Year. 

No.  of  Recitations  per  Week, 

45  minutes  each.  Time. 

Inventive  Geometry   and    Mensuration,  two 

sections   ...  each  2    Entire  year. 

English  Literature  and  Grammar,  two  sections 

each  2  Entire  year. 

History  of  United  States                                  4  Entire  year. 

Elementary  Physics                                          4  Two  terms. 

Elementary  Chemistry                                     4  Two  terms. 

Botany                                                          4  One  term. 

Physiology                                                      4  One  term. 

Composition                      Once  in  three  weeks  Entire  year. 

News  of  the  Day  ...  Twice  every  three  weeks  Entire  year. 

Singing                                                          1  Entire  year. 

Electives  i  Latin 3  Entire  ^ear' 
.Llectives  |  German   3    Entire  year 

Second  Year. 

No.  of  Recitations  per  Week, 

45  minutes  each.  Time. 

Commerical  Arithmetic  and  Book-keeping  . . 


Physical  Geograplrv,    including  Geology  and 


Composition   Once  in  three  weeks 

News  of  the  Day  ....  Twice  every  three  weeks 

Singing  

(  Latin   


I  French 


3 

Entire 

year. 

4 

Entire 

year. 

3 

Entire 

year. 

3 

Entire 

year. 

Entire 

year. 

Entire 

year. 

1 

Entire 

year. 

3 

Entire 

year. 

3 

Entire 

year. 

3 

Entire 

year. 
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Third  Year. 

No.  of  Recitations  per  Week, 

45  minutes  each.  Time. 


Geometry  with  applications                              3  Entire  year. 

Algebra                                                          4  Entire  year. 

English  Literature  and  Rhetoric ...                    4  Entire  year. 

Practical  Chemistry                                          3  Entire  year. 

Composition                       Once  in  three  weeks  Entire  year. 

News  of  the  Day  ....  Twice  every  three  weeks  Entire  year. 

Singing                                                            1  Entire  year. 

j  Latin                                              3  Entire  year. 

Electives  ■<  German                                          3  Entire  year. 

(  French                                           3  Entire  year. 


If  two  foreign  languages  be  taken,  Mathematics  may  be 
omitted. 


Fourth  Year. 

No.  of  Recitations  per  Week, 

45  minutes  each.  Time. 


Geometry   4  Two  terms. 

Algebra   4  Two  terms. 

English  Literature  and  Rhetoric   4  Entire  year. 

Physics  wTith  Application  of  Mathematics  .   ...  4  Entire  year. 

News  of  the  Day  and  Civil  Government   1  Entire  year. 

History  of  the  Nineteenth  Century   2  Entire  year. 

Composition   Once  in  three  weeks  Entire  year. 

Singing   1  Entire  year. 

(  Latin   3  Entire  year. 

Electives  •<  German. . .    3  Entire  year. 

(  French  3  Entire  year. 


If  two  foreign  languages  be  elected,  Mathematics  may  be 
omitted. 
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GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS.    ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 


TIME. 


A.  M. 

9.00-  9.10. 

9.10-10.10, 
10.00-10.30, 

10.45-12.00, 

P.  M. 
2.00-  2.45, 

2.45-  3.30, 


3.45-  4.00, 
4.00-  4.30. 


MONDAY. 


TUKSDAY. 


Opening       ;Opening  Opening- 
Exercises,!    Exercises,  Exercises 
Writ.  Arith., |  Writ.  Arith.,  Writ.  Arith., 
Ment.  Arith.,  I  Ment.  Arith.,  Ment.  Arith.. 


WEDNESDAY. 


THURSDAY. 


FRIDAY. 


Recess,  (Recess, 
U.S. History, 'U.S.  History. 


Elementary  Reading, 

Science,1 
Grammar,  Grammar. 
Recess,  Recess, 


Recess, 
U.S. History, 


Elementary 
Science, 
Grammar, 
Recess, 


Opening  Opening 

Exercises,  Exercises, 
Writ.  Arith., iBook-keep'g. 
Ment.  Arith.,' Book-keep'g. 
Recess,  Recess, 
U.S. History.  Drawing, 


Spelling 
Study. 


Spelling 
Study, 


Spelling 
Study/ 


Heading, 

Grammar, 
Recess, 

Spelling, 
Study, 


Composition 

Composition 
Recess, 
Reading  of 
Compo'tions 

and 
Declama'ns 


Music  twice  a  week. 

Elementary  Science  includes  lessons  in  Physiology,  Physical 
Geography,  Botany,  Zoology,  Physics  and  Chemistry. 


INTERMEDIA  TE  SCHO  OLS.  ORDER  OF  EXER C1SES. 


TIME. 

MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY. 

A.  M. 

9.00-  9.10, 

9.10-  9.30, 
9.30-10.00, 
10.00-10.20, 

10.20-10  30, 
10.30-10.50, 
10.50-11.00, 

11.00-11.30, 
11.30-12.00, 

P.  M. 
2.00-  2.40, 
2.40-  3.00, 
3.00-  3.15, 

3.15-  3.30, 
3.30-  4.00, 

4.00-  4.30, 

Opening 

Exercises 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling, 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 
Language  Lessons 

or  Physiology, 
Reading, 

Opening- 
Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling, 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Drawing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling. 
Recess, 
Language  Lessons 

or  Physiology, 
Reading, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Spelling, 
Arithmetic, 
Gymnastics. 

Music, 

Recess, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 
Language  Lessons 
or  Physiology, 
Reading, 

Opening- 
Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling. 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Drawing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 
Language  Lessons 
or  Physiology, 
Reading, 

General 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling, 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 

General 
Exercises. 
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PRIMARY  SCHOOLS.    ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 


TIME. 

MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

THURSDAY. 

FRIDAY. 

A. 

9.00- 

M. 

-  9.10. 

Opening 

Opening 

Opening 

Opening 

Opening 

Exercises, 

Exercises, 

Exercises, 

Exercise, 

Exercises, 

9.10- 

-  9.20. 

Phonics, 

Drawing, 

Phonics, 

Drawing, 

Phonics, 

9.20- 

-  9.40, 

1st  Geog., 

l!«rt  Geog., 

1st  Geog  , 

1st  Geog., 

1st  Geog., 

2d  Arith.. 

2d  Arith.. 

2d  Arith., 

2d  Arith., 

2d  Arith., 

9.40- 

-10.00, 

1st  Arith., 

1st  Arith., 

1st  Arith., 

1st  Arith., 

1st  Arith., 

2d  Reading, 

2d  Reading. 

2d  Reading, 

2d  Reading, 

2d  Reading, 

10.00- 

•10.05, 

Gymnastics, 

Gymnastics, 

Gymnastics, 

Gymnastics, 

Gymnastics. 

10.05- 

-10.15, 

Correcting 

Correcting 

Correcting 

Correcting 

Correcting 

Arithmetic, 

Arithmetic, 

Arithmetic, 

Arithmetic, 

Arithmetic, 

10.15- 

-10.30. 

Singing, 

Singing, 

Ment.  Arith., 

Singing, 

Singing, 

10.30- 

-10.50. 

Recess, 

Recess, 

Recess, 

Recess, 

Recess, 

10  SO- 

-11.10, 

Ment.  Arith., 

Ment.  Arith  , 

Singing, 
Spelling, 

Ment.  Arith., 

Ment. Arith., 

IL  10-11. 40, 

Spelling. 

Spelling, 

Spelling, 

Spelling, 

11.40- 

12.00, 

Language 

Language 

Language 

Language 

Language 

Lessons, 

Lessons, 

Lessons, 

Lessons, 

Lessons, 

2.00-  2.05, 1  Singing,        Singing,        Singing,        Singing,  Singing, 
2.05-  2.20,  Drawing,      Drawing,      Drawing,       Drawing,  Drawing, 
2.20-  2.40,!  1st  Arith.,     1st  Arith.,     1st  Arith.,     1st  Arith.,     1st  Arith., 

2d  Reading,  2d  Reading,  2d  Reading,  ; 2d  Reading,  2d  Reading, 
2.40-  3.00,  1st  Reading,  1st  Reading.  1st  Reading,  1st  Reading,  1st  Reading, 

2d  Arith.,     2d  Arith.,      2d  Arith.,      2d  Arith.,     [2d  Arith., 
3.00-  3.15, [Correcting    Correcting    Correcting    Correcting  Correcting 

I  Arithmetic,   Arithmetic,    Arithmetic,    Arithmetic,!  Arithmetic, 
3.15-  3.30,  Recess,         Recess,         Recess,         Recess,  Recess, 
3.30-  3.50,  Ment.  Arith. , [  Ment.  Arith. ,  Ment.  A rith. ,  Ment.  Arith. ,  Ment.  Arith  , 
3.50-  4.10,1 1st  Reading,  1st  Reading,  1st  Reading  1st  Reading,  1st  Reading, 

2d  Study,     (2d  Study,      2d  Study,      2d  Study,     |2d  Study, 

ISpelling,       Spelling,      [Spelling,       Spelling,  (Spelling, 
4.10-  4.30.  Spelling,      [Spelling,       Spelling,       Spelling,  Readings, 

[Recitations, 


PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

 OF  THE  

CLASS  OF  '86. 


Thursday,  July  1st,  at  8.30  0' Clock, 
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PROGRAMME. 


Music— SEE  HOW  LIGHTLY  ON  THE  BLUE  SEA. 

L.    SALUTATORY  FREDERIC  H.  HOLMES 

•2.    ESSAY.  Mental  Slavery,  MARY  E.  DUNHAM 

Music. -THE  OCEAN. 

3.  ESSAY.  Some  Characteristics  of  Trees,    ANNIE  S.  BURGESS 

4.  POEM,  From  Sunrise  to  Sunset.  SAMUEL  F.  GLEASON 

5.  ESSAY.  Character,  ELNATHAN  AY.  HOLMES 

6.  ESSAY,  The  Labor  Question,  FREDERIC  H.  HOLMES 
Music— MARCH  OP  THE  MEN  OF  HARLECH. 

7.  POEM,  The  Devotee.  HATTIE  P.  DAVIS 

(S.    ESSAY,  Good  Books  the  Best  Companions. 

EDMUND  T.  MORTON 

9.  ESSAY.  Right  vs.  Might.  EDWARD  S.  HOLMES 

Music— SWEET  AND  LOW. 

10.  ESSAY,  The  Progress  of  Liberty,         KENNETH  MORTON 

11.  ESSAY,  Our  Street.  GRACE  R.  ATAYOOD 

12.  ESSAY.  The  Panama  Canal  and  the  Tehuantepec  Ship  Railroad 

EDAYARD  S.  BLACKMER 

13.  ESSAY,  O  Wad  Some  Power,   HELEN  L.  COLLINGAYOOD 

Music— FORSAKEN. 

14.  CLASS  CHRONICLES.  JOHN  H.  SHAW 

15.  CLASS  PROPHECY.  HELEN  E.  MILLAR 

Music-GLORIA  IN  EXCELSIS. 

16.  VALEDICTORY,  KENNETH  MORTON 


PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS. 
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CLASS  SONG. 


BY  HATTIE  P.  DAVIS. 

We  are  standing  by  life's  ocean, 

And  our  hearts  are  glad  and  bright, 

Soon  we'll  launch  our  crafts,  and  steer  them 

Toward  the  distant  Beacon  Light. 

Fame  and  honor  lie  before  us, 

Viewed  by  Youth's  ambitious  eye. 

And  the  banner  floating  o'er  us 

4k  Never  Second  "  gleams  on  high. 

Though  the  tempest  should  surround  us. 
Though  the  lightning  rend  the  cloud, 
And  the  darkness  veil  our  vessels, 
Like  the  wrapping  of  a  cloud, 
Still,  with  heart  and  hand  undaunted. 
Would  we  ride  the  billow's  crest,  . 
Till  the  weary  watch  is  over, 
And  the  waters  are  at  rest. 

When  we  reach  the  welcome  Beacon, 
When  the  journey  long  is  o'er, 
And  we  leave  our  trusty  vessels 
To  set  foot  upon  the  shore  ; 
Then  our  school-days  we'll  remember. 
And  with  love  no  tongue  can  tell, 
Gazing  back  across  the  waters, 
Breathe  a  long,  a  last  "  Farewell." 
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CLASS  OF  '80. 


Grace  Russell  Atwood, 

Annie  Sprague  Burgess, 

Helen  Louise  Collingwood, 

Harriet  Prescott  Davis, 

Mar}7  Elizabeth  Dunham, 

Helen  Eaton  Millar 

Edward  Sherman  Blackmer, 

Samuel  Francis  Gleason, 

Edward  Staniels  Holmes, 

Elnathan  Wilbur  Holmes, 

Frederic  Harper  Holmes, 

Edmund  Tallman  Morton, 

Kenneth  Morton, 

John  Holbrook  Shaw. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


-OF  THE- 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH 


-FOR  THE- 


FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  1st, 


1888. 


PLYMOUTH : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1888. 


in 
lie 

11 
.11 


!  Plymouth  House  Shop 

21  MARKET  STREET 
Cor.  Old  Summer  Street 

JULY  28  -  AUGUST  5 

I 

|  During  the  week  of  the  exhibition  of  the  Early 
jmerican  Glass  Club  at  Plymouth,  Plymouth  House 
aop  will  have  a  large  and  varied  stock  of  fine  pat- 
ens and  early  blown  glass  for  sale. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TOWIT  OFHOEES 


■OF  THE- 


TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH 


-FOR  THE- 


FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  1st, 


1888. 


PLYMOUTH  : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1888. 


I  PA  f  fn 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  1887  : 

The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  correct, 
and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with— 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1887   $15  549  22 

From — 

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials   15  455  04 

County,  dog  fund   768  98 

Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hills  Cemetery   253  35 

Agawam  and  Half- Way  Pond  fishery   222  00 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   400  00 

Interest  from  delinquent  taxes    425  §0 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund    29  71 

Peddler's  licenses   26  50 

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans   220  13 

State  aid  refunded     2  346  75 

Indigent  state  aid  refunded                          .    . .  565  14 

National  Bank  tax  from  State  Treasurer   2,325  36 

Corporation  tax  from  State  Treasurer   75004  90 

Interest  from  Warren  fund    50  00 

Billiard  licenses   q  qq 

Poor  department,  reimbursements   1  494  52 

Road  department,  reimbursements   511  52 

Insane  poor  department,  reimbursements   827  04 

Amount  carried  forward   $47,382  06 
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Amount  brought  forward   $47,382  06 

Contingent  department,  reimbursements   294  09 

School  department,  reimbursements   207  53 

School  department,  Murdock  fund    18  25 

Poor  department,  Murdock  fund    18  25 

Widow's  fund   11  00 

Sale  herring  brooks   48  00 

Circus  licenses   37  50 

Sale  of  land  to  E.  E.  Pettee   100  00 

Burial  Hill,  reimbursements   100  00 

Liquor  licenses   1  00 

Loan  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   3,000  00 

Taxes,  1885   1,623  74 

Taxes,  1886   5,561  95 

Taxes,  1887                                                ...  75,481  67 

Fire  department,  reimbursements   30  44 

Lighting  streets,  reimbursements   3  00 

Watch  and  police,  reimbursements   100  00 

Sale  of  water  bonds   39,858  00 

Water  works,  reimbursements   2,702  60 

$176,579  08 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows: 
For— 

Water  works,  double  service   $35,983 '  42 

New  reservoir    7,224  06 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  E.  B.  sinking  fund   1,500  00 

Payment  on  note  at  Plymouth  Savings  Bauk   1,000  00 

Payment  of  note  to  P.  Sherman   3,200  00 

National  Bank  non-resident  tax   4,451  00 

State  tax   6,165  00 

County  tax   5,514  93 

Amount  carried  forward   $65,038  41 
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Amount  brought  forward   $65,038  41 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   Ill  24 

Widows   144  00 

Waterworks   16,830  84 

Watch  and  police  •   1,361  47 

Treasurer   600  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Town  debt,  interest  account    2,350  45 

State  aid     1,356  50 

Schools   23,677  61 

Koads  and  bridges   11,083  58 

New  roads   8,232  50 

Insane  poor   3,200  86 

Poor  ,   8,657  88 

Fire  department   6,165  78 

Burial  Hill   292  33 

Contingent   3,360  41 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   2,306  30 

Assessors     736  36 

Plymouth  Public  Library   1,000  00 

Agawam  and  Half- Way  Pond  fishery   40  75 

Warren  fund   100  00 

Collector  of  taxes   477  61 

Indigent  soldiers'  aid   1,304  54 

Abatements   1,047  98 

Copying  records   170  00 

Suppression  liquor  traffic   219  50 

Tax  refunded   264  96 

State  of  Massachusetts,  one-fourth  liquor  license .  25 

ash  on  hand   16,321  97 

$176,579  08 
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Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments  are  as  follows  : 

Abatements   $627  14 

Collector  of  taxes   31  38 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house ....    489  64 

Warren  fund   1,014  93 

Watch  and  police    29  71 

Contingent   62  88 

Town  debt  and  interest   420  21 

Training  Green  fund   761  78 

Water  works   99  91 

New  roads    167  50 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery  .   602  04 

Schools   887  95 

Assessors     78  24 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   4  92 

Suppression  of  liquor  traffic   780  50 

Water  works,  double  service    650  52 

$6,709  25 

The  overdrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments  are  as 
follows : 

Fire  department   $585  92 

Poor  ....    145  00 

Indigent  aid   654  61 

Burial  Hill  . .    42  33 

Koads  and  bridges                                             .  89  49 

Insane  poor                                                    . .  404  82 

Copying  town  records   170  00 

$2,092  17 
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TOWN  DEBT. 

Water  Loan  Funded. 

70,000  four  per  cent,  bonds,  dated 
June  1,  1885,  payable  within  30 
years,  in  proportional  payments  of 
$2,800  each  year,  commencing  June 


1,  1890  $70,000  00 

20,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  due  Aug.  1, 

1894    20,000  00 

2,000  six  percent,  bonds,  due  June  1, 

1885   2,000  00 

39,000  four  per  cent,  bonds,  dated  Aug. 

1,  1887,  $1,300  due  and  payable 

each  year,   commencing  Aug.  1, 

1888   39,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  interest  5  per  cent. . .  6,000  00 
Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 

Bank,  due  Aug.  2.  1890,  interest 

4 1  per  cent   6,000  00 

 $143,000  00 


DUXBURY  AND  COHASSET  RAILROAD  LOAN. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  interest  4  per  cent. .   $5,250  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  due  April  1,  1890,  interest  4 

per  cent   5,250  00 

  10,500  00 


Amount  carried  forward 


$153,500  00 
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Amount  brought  forward   $153,500  00 

Temporary  Loan. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able April  13,  1888,  interest  4  per 
cent   15,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  payable  March  20,  1888,  in- 
terest 4  per  cent   6,700  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

Sept.  18,  1886,  interest  4  per  cent.    10,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on 

demand,  interest  4  per  cent   5,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able March  30, 1891,  interest  4  per- 
cent  5,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able June  9,  1892,  interest  4  per 
cent    3,000  00 

Notes  to  sundry  persons  on  demand. . .     1,700  00 

  36,400  00 

$189,900  00 


Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments   6,709  25 


Gross  indebtedness    $196,609  25 

Less. 

Uncollected  taxes,  1886   $1,710  97 

Uncollected  taxes,  1887   9,417  80 

State  aid,  due  from  State  Mass   1,356  50 

Indigent  aid,  due  from  State  Mass. .  . .       619  93 

Cash  on  hand   16,321  97 

  29,457  17 

Debt  December  31,  1887   $167,152  08 

Debt  December  31,  1886   136,262  22 


Increase  of  debt  in  1887 


$30,889  86 
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Debt  Dec.  31,  1887   $167,152  08 

Debt  less  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund       8,257  95 


Net  debt  Dec.  31,  1887   $158,894  13 

Debt  less  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31, 1886    130,863  54 


Increase  in  debt,  less  Sinking  Fund,  1887    $28,030  59 

Payments  have  been  made  during  the  year  on  principal  of 
outstanding  notes  of  the  Town  in  the  sum  of  $2,700,  making  the 
temporary  indebtedness  $46,900,  against  $49,600  last  year. 

The  funded  debt  has  been  increased  by  the  issue  of  $39,000 
bonds,  bearing  four  per  cent,  interest  to  provide  for  an  in- 
creased supply  of  water,  as  authorized  by  vote  of  the  Town, 
making  the  funded  debt  $143,000,  against  $104,000  outstanding 
Dec.  31,  1886. 

There  has  been  covered  into  the  Treasury  from  Bank  and 
Corporation  taxes  received  from  the  State,  and  miscellaneous 
receipts  in  excess  of  estimates,  and  from  difference  in  overdrawn 
balances  as  compared  with  last  year,  the  sum  of  $5,410.14,  and 
including  the  payment  of  $2,700  above  referred  to,  has  reduced 
the  liabilities  of  the  Town  $8,110,14,  making  the  debt  $167,152,- 
08,  as  represented  in  the  preceding  statement. 

Additions  have  been  made  to  the  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund, 
by  payment  from  income  of  Water  Works,  and  investments,  of 
$2,859.27,  making  the  fund  at  the  close  of  the  year  $8,257.96, 
and  the  net  indebtedness  of  the  Town,  $158,894.13,  against 
$130,863.54,  December  31,  1886. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  indigent  soldiers  aid  has 
steadily  increased  since  the  late  law  passed  by  the  Legislature 
has  been  in  operation,  and  is  likely  to  still  further  increase,  as 
age  and  infirmity  deprive  those  who  were  soldiers  of  means  of 
support,  unless  the  pension  laws  now  pending  shall  include 
hem  in  its  provisions. 
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Payments  to  the  amount  of  $1,304.54  ]  have]  been  made  the 
past  year,  against  $1,129.64  in  1886.  The  aid  is  intended  to 
apply  to  such  cases  as  are  in  needy  circumstances,  or  suffering 
from  disease,  or  disability,  preventing  them  from  earning  a  live- 
lihood, not  entitled  to  a  pension  and  regular  State  aid,  for  the 
reason,  that  their  disability  under  existing  laws  cannot  be 
proved  to  have  been  incurred  while  in  the  service  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

One  half  of  such  payments  are  allowed  and  paid  by  the 
State,  leaving  a  deficiency  the  past  year  of  $654,61,  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

The  whole  amount  assessed  for  taxes  in  1887  was  $84,899.49 
against  $70,600  in  1886,  with  an  increased  valuation  of  $243,- 
231.24,  of  which  $80,176.64  was  in  real  and  $163,054.60  was  in 
personal  property,  increasing  the  rate  from  $12.80  in  1886  to 
$14.80  in  1887. 

To  provide  for  the  necessary  expenditures,  and  existing  de- 
ficiences,  as  recommended  by  the  Selectmen,  with  the  probable 
increase  in  State  and  County  taxes,  is  likely  to  require  a  tax 
levy  equal  to  that  of  the  last  year,  and  any  additional  appro- 
priations should  be  carefully  considered  before  imposing  addi- 
tional burdens  on  taxpayers  and  business  interests  of  the  Town. 


TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  AG  COUNT 


Dec.  31,  1886. 


Ce. 


By  balance  from  old  account  

appropriation  

rebate  of  interest  on  loans  at  Old  Colony  Bank, 
interest  from  delinquent  taxes  


$424  73 
3,000  00 
120  13 
425  80 


$3,970  66 
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Dr. 

To  payment  on  principal  of  outstanding  notes   $1,200  00 

interest  on  Duxbury  &  Cobasset  Eailroad  loan. .  450  00 

interest  on  temporary  loan   1,672  46 

interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes   227  99 

$3,550  45 

Balance  undrawn   $420  21 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  temporary  and 
Duxbury  &  Coliasset  Eailroad  loans,  including  a  payment  of 
$1,000  on  outstanding  loans,  will  require  in  addition  to  pros- 
pective income,  an  appropriation  of  $2,500,  which  is  recom- 
mended. 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887  $11,083  58 

Dec.  31,  188;>.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $1,282  57 

appropriations   9,200  00 

reimbursements   511  52 

$10,994  09 

Overdrawn   $89  49 

The  net  expenditures  for  roads  and  bridges  the  past  year  has 
been  $10,572.06,  against  $9,228.42  in  1886. 

The  difference  is  chiefly  for  additional  work  required  of  the 
road  department  for  widening  Main  Street,  and  repairs  on 
streets,  which  were  broken  up  for  laying  water  pipes  for  the 
new  service. 
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The  added  cost  of  maintaining  roads  and  bridges  over  pre- 
vious years,  is  partly  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  material 
and  labor.  The  item  of  labor  alone,  which  comprises  during 
the  year  some  3500  to  4000  days' work,  equivalent  to  twelve  men 
during  the  entire  year,  by  raising  the  price  from  $1.50  to  $2.00 
per  day  has  swelled  the  expenses  some  $1,700  annually,  and  will 
account  for  the  larger  appropriation  required.  Notice  has  been 
given  to  the  Town,  by  parties  owing  the  land  on  which  the  sur- 
face water  from  Jabez  Corner  has  been  discharged,  by  permis- 
sion and  sufferance,  that  they  cannot  continue  it  longer,  as  they 
desire  to  make  use  of  their  land,  but  will  permit  under-drainage 
through  the  same,  to  the  shore  below.  The  pipes  now  laid  are 
insufficient  to  properly  carry  off  the  accumulation  of  water  in 
heavy  rains,  and  arrangement  was  made  by  the  purchase  of 
larger  pipes  some  two  years  ago,  and  which  is  now  on  hand,  to 
carry  the  pipes  under  the  road,  but  on  further  investigation  it 
was  found  that  the  difficulty  could  only  be  remedied  by  laying 
larger  pipes  to  the  shore,  which  will  require  some  five  or  six 
hundred  feet,  additional,  of  20-inch  pipe. 

The  expenditure  is  provided  for  in  the  estimates  for  the  year. 

An  appropriation  of  $11,200,  for  roads  and  bridges,  is  recom- 
mended. 


NEW  ROADS. 
Ob. 


By  appropriation 
appropriation 


$208  41 
8,400  00 


$8,608  41 


Dr. 


To  balance  from  old  account   $208  41 

Widening  Main  Street,  award  paid  County  8,000  00 
Payments  in  1887   232  50 


8,440  91 


Undrawn 


$167  50 
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The  work  on  new  roads  has  been  confined  to  the  working  of 
Bartlett  and  Centennial  streets  for  which  $232.50  was  ex- 
pended. 

The  sum  of  $8,000  was  paid  to  the  County  as  the  amount 
assessed  upon  the  Town  for  its  proportion  of  awards  for  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Main  Street. 

The  County  Commissioners,  in  1886,  changed  the  grade  of 
Pleasant  Street,  and  widened  South  Street,  serving  a  notice  on 
the  Town  to  complete  the  work  before  Sept.  1,  1887.  More 
pressing  work  elsewhere,  prevented  the  working  within  the  time 
ordered,  and  delayed  action  until  the  coming  year.  An  order  of 
notice  has  recently  been  served  on  the  Town  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, cutting  down  the  grade  of  the  hill  beyond  the  house  of 
Barnabas  Hedge,  reducing  the  grade  six  feet  at  the  highest 
point,  and  extending  north  and  south,  until  it  comes  to  grade  ; 
also  widening  the  highway  into  the  pond,  involving  in  the  change 
lengthening  and  construction  of  two  stone  bridges,  taking 
up  and  relaying  the  water  pipes  for  several  hundred  feet,  same 
to  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners  before  Sept. 
1st  of  the  present  year. 

No  allowance  has  been  made  by  the  Commissioners  towards 
reimbursing  the  Town  for  any  portion  of  the  expense,  although 
the  improvement,  if  any,  accrues  to  the  public,  and  as  such 
should  not  be  wholly  borne  by  the  Town. 

The  Selectmen  have  laid  out  the  way  leading  from  Allerton 
Street,  through  Highland  Place  to  Davis  Street,  which  is  prac- 
tically an  extension  of  Vernon  Street.  No  claim  is  made  for 
land  damage,  and  the  only  expense  will  be  in  working,  it  being 
already  partially  graded ;  same  will  be  reported  to  the  Town  at 
the  annual  meeting. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  cost  making  the  road  as  ordered 
by  the  Commissioners  at  the  north  part  of  the  Town,  owing  to 
the  obstructions  which  may  be  found  in  widening  the  bridges, 
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changing  water  pipes,  etc.  The  Selectmen  are  of  opinion  that 
an  appropriation  of  $2,000,  at  least,  will  be  needed  as  an  appro- 
priation for  new  roads  in  case  the  Town  shall  instruct  them  to 
complete  the  work  the  present  year. 


WATER  WORKS. 
Or, 

Dec.  31,  1886.    By  balance  from  old  account   $2,773  11 

Keceipts  from  water  rents,  labor  and  materials  for 

repairs   15,455  04 


$18,228  15 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   $14,128  24 

Balance  of  income    $4,099  91 

To  amount  transferred  to  double  service  account  ...    4,000  00 


Undrawn  balance   $99  91 


WATER  WORKS,  DOUBLE  SERVICE. 
Including  Eeservoir. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887  ....   $35,983  42 

To  payments  for  reservoir,  1887    7,224  06 

 $43,207  48 

Cr. 

By- 
Transfer  from  water  works   $4,000  00 

Sale  of  bonds   39,000  00 

Premium  on  bonds   780  00 

Accrued  interest   78  00 

 43,858  00 


Undrawn   $650  52 
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To  payments  in  1887,  double  service   $35  983  62 

reservoir,  1887    7  224  06 

reservoir,  1886    5  °54  20 

$48,461  88 

Less. 

Credits  as  above  $43,858  00 

Overdrawn  balance   $4,003  88 

The  net  income  from  Water  Works'  for  the  year  has  been 
$3,826.80,  being  balance  of  Water  Works  account,  viz.  $4,099.91, 
less  $273.11,  which  remained  as  an  item  of  credit.  After  the' 
sum  of  $2,500  had  been  paid  over  to  the  sinking  fund,  and 
charged  against  the  balance  of  $2,773.11,  which  remained  to  the 
credit  of  the  account  when  the  books  were  closed  Dec.  31,  1886. 

The  net  expenditure  for  Water  Works  in  1887,  has  been  $11,- 
628.24,  the  difference  between  this  sum  and  $14,128.24  in  the 
preceding  statement,  being  the  sum  of  $2,500,  drawn  from  and 
charged  Water  Works  account. 

The  fixed  charges  will  be  increased  the  present  year  in  the 
sum  of  $2,860,  to  provide  for  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  re- 
quirements, on  account  of  the  new  loan. 

Taking  as  a  basis,  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  last  year 
with  the  additional  charges  to  be  incurred,  will  leave  about 
$1,000  only  as  net  income  from  the  Works.  Any  unusual  expenses 
will  draw  from  this  margin,  and  from  present  indications  not 
much  dependence  can  be  placed  on  any  net  income  being  avail- 
able  the  present  year. 

The  vote  of  the  Town  to  increase  its  supply  of  water  has 
been  carried  into  effect  by  the  Commissioners,  and  the  result 
shows  an  expenditure  of  $48,461.88,  which  exceeds  the  esti- 
mates $9,461.88,  the  increased  size  of  the  main  pipe  from  four- 
teen to  sixteen  inches  from  the  pond  to  the  Pumping  Station 
over  what  was  originally  intended,  and  the  increased  cost  of  the 
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reservoir  over  estimates,  account  for  the  larger  part  of  the  in- 
creased cost  of  the  system. 

Under  a  vote  of  the  Town,  the  Selectmen  were  authorized  to 
negotiate  a  loan  for  $39,000,  on  a  limit  of  thirty  years,  $1,300 
becoming  due,  and  payable  annually  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  retire 
the  loan  at  maturity. 

The  loan  was  awarded  to  the  North  Adams  Savings  Bank,  as 
the  highest  bidder,  at  a  premiun  of  2  per  cent.,  which  with  the 
accured  interest  between  the  date,  and  delivery  of  the  bonds, 
amounting  to  $39,858.00,  has  been  credited  to  the  account.  An 
additional  sum  of  $4,000  from  the  balance  standing  to  the  credit 
of  Water  Works  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  same  ac 
count,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  $4,603.88,  which  the  Selectmen 
recommended  be  provided  for  by  including  in  the  taxes  the 
present  year. 

The  sinking  fund  to  provide  for  the  loan  becoming  due  in 
1890,  now  amounts  to  $8,257.95,  the  amount  due  this  fund  from 
balance  of  Water  Works  account,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
apply  to  the  overdraft  on  the  double  service,  and  trust  to  the 
income  from  the  fund  and  Water  Works  for  the  remaining  time 
to  supply  the  balance. 


LIGHTING  STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 


Dec.  31,  1886. 


Cr. 


Appropriation . . 
^Reimbursement 
Appropriation . . 


By  balance  from  old  account 


$292  99 
1,800  00 


3  00 
700  00 


$2,795  99 
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Contra,  Dr. 


To  payment  for  electric  lights 

Gas  lights      

Kerosene  oil  and  repairs  


$1,190  00 

890  49 

225  81 
 $2,306  30 


Undrawn   $489  69 

The  number  of  street  lights  has  been  increased  by  the  addi- 
tion of  seven  electric  lights  from  Aug.  1,  and  the  addition  of  three 
gas  lights  over  the  number  discontinued  by  the  electric  lights 
in  the  south  part  of  the  Town.  The  present  number  of  electric 
lights  is  fourteen,  costing  $1,680  annually.  Of  gas  lights,  43 
costing  $806  annually,  and  thirteen  lights  burning  oil  or  illum- 
inating gas,  costing  $170  annually.  Gas  furnished  the  town 
house  and  repairs,  about  $150,  making  the  whole  cost  for  the 
year  under  the  present  method,  about  $2,800.  An  appropria- 
tion of  $2,400,  in  addition  to  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
account,  will  be  required  in  case  no  change  is  made  from  the 
present  method. 


CONTINGENT. 
Dec.  31,  1886.  Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account  . . .    $129  28 

Appropriation    3,000  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   38  69 

Sale  of  sewer  rights   255  40 

$3,423  37 

Contra,  Dr. 

To. payments,  viz  : — 

Services  Town  Clerk  ,   $167  35 

Coal  bills  for  town  house   .  ...       115  37 

Postage  and  stationery    66  47 

3 
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Janitor  for  town  house   $130  20 

Expenses,  Board  of  Health    371  89 

Bills  for  printing   439  15 

Bills  for  fires  in  the  woods       322  10 

Town  Forester  and  labor  triming  trees   135  55 

Grand  Army,  Memorial  Day                                 .  125  00 

Services,  Board  of  Kegistration    100  00 

Legal  services    87  00 

Return  of  births                                                  .  41  25 

Return  of  deaths   40  00 

C.  G.  Davis,  rent  of  hall,  two  years   150  00 

Odd  Fellows,  rent  of  hall   59  00 

Tellers,  etc.,  town  meetings    13  20 

Moderator,  annual  meeting    i0  00 

Guide  boards  and  painting   31  26 

Repairs,  lock-up   12  64 

Repairs  in  town  house   91  06 

Painting  lamp-posts   17  70 

Care  town  clock     25  00 

Weston's  Express   5  70 

Land  rent  for  pound   1  00 

Surveying  for  sewers,  etc   10  00 

Inland  fisheries   3  00 

Labor  on  stand-pipes   4  00 

Carriage  hire   6  00 

Shutting  off  water  from  stand-pipes  and  repairs  on 

same,  and  drinking  fountains   9  50 

Sundries   40  02 

Services  of  Selectmen   730  00 

$3,360  41 

Undrawn   $62  96 
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SCHOOLS. 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account    $239  78 

appropriation   23,800  00 

School  fund  from  State  Mass    82  85 

appropriation,  evening  school   ...   300  00 

interest  from  Murdock  fund   18  25 

reimbursements   24  68 

sale  of  school-house  lot,  Summer  Street   100  00 

$24,565  56 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   $23,677  61 

Undrawn   $887  95 


POOR. 

To  payments  in  1887   $8,657  88 

Or. 

By  appropriation   $7,000  00 

reinbursements   1,494  63 

interest  from  Murdock  fund   18  25 

 8,512  88 


Overdrawn 


$145  00 
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INSANE  POOR. 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Dr. 

To  balance  from  old  account.   $31  00 

payments    3,200  86 

$3,231  86 

Or. 

By  appropriation     $2,000  00  • 

reimbursements    827  04 

  2,827  04 

Overdrawn   . . .   $404  82 

The  present  number  of  insane  in  the  hospitals  is  seventeen, 
most  of  which  are  wholly  supported  by  the  Town.  To  provide 
for  the  present  number  for  the  year  will  require  an  appropria- 
tion of  $2,800,  which  is  recommended. 


VINE  HILLS  CEMETERY. 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $459  93 

sale  of  lots  in  1887   253  35 

$713  28 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   Ill  24 

Undrawn   $602  04 

There  have  been  sold  during  the  year  fifteen  lots,  from  which 
has  been  received  $253.35.  There  is  due  for  three  lots  sold, 
but  notjpaid  for,  $34. 
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WATCH  AND  POLICE. 


Dec.  31,  1886.  Ob. 

By  appropriation    $1,250  00 

balance  from  old  account    .   ,   41  18 

reimbursement    100  00 

$1,391  18 

Contra,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   1,361  47 

Undrawn   $29  71 


WARREN  FUND 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Ob. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $1,064  93 

interest    50  00 

$1,114  93 

Contra,  Db. 

To  payments  in  1887  ,   $100  00 

Undrawn   $1,014  93 


BURIAL  HILL. 
Db. 

To  payments  in  1887   $292  33 

Or. 

By  appropriation    $150  00 

reimbursement   100  00 

  250  00 

Overdrawn   $42  33 
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The  overdraft  in  this  department  was  owing  to  the  necessity 
which  arose  after  the  estimates  for  the  year  were  made,  of  con- 
structing a  supporting  wall  and  fence  adjoining  the  land  of  Mr. 
Baumgartner,  ou  the  westerly  side  of  the  hill. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   $6,165  78 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   8649  42 

appropriation   2,400  00 

appropriation    2,500  00 

reimbuisements    30  44 

  5,579  86 


Overdrawn    $585  92 

The  overdraft  in  this  department  has  been  incurred  in  setting 
six  additional  hydrants  on  the  new  water  pipes,  re-lining  two  re- 
servoirs and  repairs  on  the  engine  house,  which  were  not  con- 
templated when  the  appropriation  was  made,  and  equals  the 
overdraft. 

An  appropriation  of  $3,200  for  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year  is  recommended. 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $8  99 

appropriation      ...       500  00 


$508  99 
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Dr. 

To  paid  Collector,  collecting  $1,615.75, 
taxes  of  1885,  $5,561.95,  taxes  of 
1886— $7,177.70,  at  1  per  cent   $71  78 

Salary   500  00 

$571  78 

Less  1  per  cent  on  $9,417.88,  taxes  of 

1887,  uncollected    94  17 

  $477  61 

Undrawn   $31  38 


TREASUREB. 
Or. 

By  appropriation   $600  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   .   $600  00 


SEXTON. 
Or. 

By  appropriation  

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   


ABATEMENTS. 


Dec.  31,  1886.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $766  49 

overlay   1,173  59 

$1,940  08 

Dr. 

To  tax  Isaac  B.  White,  refunded   $264  96 

abatements,  1887    1,047  98 

  1,312  94 

Undrawn   $627  14 


$125  00 
$125  00 
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ASSESSORS. 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Cr. 

By  balance  of  account   $139  60 

appropriation   675  00 

$814  60 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1387    736  36 

Undrawn   $78  24 


DUXBURY  &  GO  HAS  SET  RAILROAD  SINKING 

FUND. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   . .    $1,500  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  on  note  at  Plymouth  Savings 

Bank   $750  00 

To  payment  on  note  at  Plymouth  Five 

Cents  Savings  Bank   750  00 

 $1,500  00 


TRAINING  GREEN  FUND. 

Dec.  31,  1886.  Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $732  07 

income   29  71 


Undrawn    $761  78 
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MURDOCK  FUND. 


Or. 

By  balance    $730  00 

interest   36  50 

$736  50 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  poor  department   $18  25 

payment  to  school  department   18  25 

  36  50 

Balance   $730  00 


SUPPRESSION  OF  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 
Or. 

By  appropriation    $1,000  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1887   219  50 

Undrawn   $780  50 


FRESH  BROOK  FISHERY. 
Dec.  31,  1886.  Or. 
By  balance  from  old  account   $4  92 


GUIDE  BOARDS. 
The  guide  boards  of  the  Town  are  same  as  reported  last 
year,  with  the  additions  as  recommended,  and  are  reported  in 
good  condition. 
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AP  PROPRIA  TIONS. 


Schools  $22,000  00 

School  books  and  supplies   1,800  00 

Town  debt  and  interest   2,500  00 

Koads  and  bridges   10,200  00 

Improvement  of  sidewalks   1,000  00 

Fire  department   3,200  00 

Watch  and  police   1,425  00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   2,400  00 

Insane  poor   2,800  00 

New  roads   2,000  00 

Contingent   4,000  00 

Poor   7,000  00 

Assessors   825  00 

Collector  of  Taxes   500  00 

Treasurer   600  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  E.  K.  sinking  fund  .  1,500  00 

Sexton   125  00 

Burial  Hill   250  00 


$64,125  00 


DEFICIENCIES. 

Fire  department   $585  92 

Poor   145  00 

Indigent  aid   654  61 

Insane  poor    404  82 

Copying  town  records   170  00 

Water  Works,  double  service   4,603  88 

  6,564  23 


$70,689  23 
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The  revenue  not  otherwise  appropriated  is  estimated  as  fol- 
lows : 

Corporation  taxes    $5,500  00 

Bank  taxes   2,000  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts    300  00 

  7,800  00 


$62,889  20 

Leaving  the  sum  of  sixty-two  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
oighty-nine  and  20-100  dollars,  which  it  is  recommended  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  being 
$251.78  in  excess  of  last  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  "] 
L.  T.  BOBBINS,  |  Selectmen 

WINSLOW  B.  STANDISH,  V  of 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN,  |  Plymouth. 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,  J 

Plymouth,  February  11,  1888. 
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VALUATION. 


Keal  estate   $3,395,801  64 

Personal  property     1,763,154  60 

Total  valuation   $5,158,956  24 


Gain  in  real  estate   $163,054  60 

Gain  in  personal     80,176  64 


Number  of  polls,  2,005. 

Number  of  horses,  642. 

Number  of  cows,  442. 

Number  of  sheep,  35. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses,  1,337. 

Number  of  acres  of  land  taxed,  50,790. 

Rate  of  taxation,  $14.80  per  $1,000. 

Number  of  persons  paying  property  tax,  1771. 

Number  of  persons  paying  poll  tax  only,  1120. 


REPORTS 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


NATHANIEL  MORTON— Term  expires  March,  1888. 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN— Term  expires  March,  1888. 
CHARLES  S.  DAVIS— Term  expires  March,  1889. 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN— Term  expires  March,  1890. 
HORACE  P.  BAILEY— Term  expires  March,  1890. 


Superintendent— Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Water  Registrar — William  T.  Hollis. 

Chief  Engineer  at  Pumping  Station — W.  A.  H.  Jones. 


Superintendent's  office  in  rear  of  Engine  House,  Main  Street. 
Rates  payable  at  Town  Treasurer's  office,  semi-annually,  in 
advance,  May  1  and  November  1. 

Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  examine  bills  and  claims 
gainst  the  Department,  the  first  Wednesday  Evening  of  each 
onth. 

Bills  against  the  Department  must  be  rendered  on  or  before 
he  first  Wednesday  of  each  month,  or  they  will  lie  over  until 
he  following  month. 
Approved  bills  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer  at  Town  House. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1887. 


The  receipts  for  the  year  have  been— 

,  0                             .   $14,883  86 
From  water  rates   ' 

From  labor  and  material  sold   571  18 


$15,455  04 


The  payments  have  been  for  - 
General  expenses   of   maintenance  and 

stock  on  hand   ^'371  51 

Extension  of  water  pipes  by  the  depart- 

369  76 

ment  

«.   i  \      a  280  15 

Shed  at  yard   

Expenses  at  the  pump  station    2,036  82 

Interest  on  water  loan   4>000  00 

i  570  00 

Interest  on  pump  loan   

Net  income  for  the  year   8,826      $15,455  04 


Balancetocreditof  Water  Works  account  Jan.  1,1887  $2,773  1 
Paid  Water  Scrip  Sinking  fund  ___ 


$273  1 

.    n«o7    3,826  80 

Net  earnings  for  1887    


Balance  to  credit  of  Water  Works  account    $4,099  9 

Keceived  from  sale  on  water  bonds,  premium  and  in-  ^  ^  ^ 

terest  •  •  ■  *  . 

Amount  carried  forward   **°» 


fa; 
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Amount  brought  forward   $43  957  91 

Cost  of  new  reservoir   $12  478  26 

Cost  of  double  service    35  933  42 

$48,461  68 

Amount  overdrawn  on  all  the  accounts  of  the 

department   4  503  77 

$48,461  68 

The  sum  of  $4,000,  premium  on  water  bonds,  which  the  Town 
voted  last  March  to  transfer  to  the  Water  Works  account,  has 
not  been  credited.  With  this  credit,  the  balance  overdrawn 
would  be  reduced  to  $503.77. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COLLECTOR  OF  WATER  RATES. 
To— 

Kates  of  1886,  brought  forward   $110  50 

Labor  and  materials,  brought  forward ...         25  35 

Bates  charged  in  1887   14,798  38 

Labor  and  material  charged  in  1887.  . . .       584  08 

Water  charged  in  1887    337  09 

 $15,855  32 

By  amounts  paid  Town  Treasurer — 

Water  rates  collected   $14,883  86 

Labor  and  material  collected   571  18 

Abatements    349  13 

Uncollected  rates   .        38  25 

Uncollected  labor  and  material   12  90 

 $15,855  32 

Water  is  supplied  to  1,452  families,  385  water  closets,  122 
bath  tubs,  128  stables,  122  horses,  110  cows,  161  hose,  67  stores 
and  offices,  7  boilers,  2  fish  markets,  2  laundries,  1  bottling 
room,  1  motor  for  printing  office,  1  motor  for  Hatch  &  Shaw,  4 
churches,  5  saloons,  8  manufactories,  3  shops,  4  livery  stables, 
2  dentists,  6  barber  shops,  3  hot-houses,  3  bakeries,  1  slaughter- 
house, 8  boarding-houses  and  hotels,  county  buildings,  10  uri- 
nals, 5  meat  markets,  2  billiard-rooms,  2  engines,  Old  Colony 
Eailroad,  and  1  paint  shop. 

Very  Kespectfully, 

W.  T.  HOLLI8, 

Collector  of   Water  Rates. 

Plymouth,  January  2, 1888. 
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GENERAL  EXPENSES. 

Superintendent   $700  00 

Collector   461  00 

Service  pipe,  plumbing,  hardware  and  tools   363  83 

Express  bills    26  35 

Canvas  and  cloth   50  67 

Gate  and  faucet  boxes  and  castings    133  37 

Lumber   39  85 

Printing   63  15 

Stationery  and  postage   36  22 

Fuel,  gas  and  kerosene   50  25 

Rubber  goods   13  75 

Blacksmith  work   21  35 

Teaming   36  77 

Wagon  hire  of  Superintendent    £83  00 

Carriage  hire    14  00 

Telephone  repairs  and  extensions   37  40 

Telephone  lease    40  00 

Pump  and  diaphragm    60  40 

Labor  bills   1,367  97 

Wrought-iron  pipes,  4-inch   314  83 

Wrought-iron  pipes,  6,  12,  14,  and  16-inch    75  48 

Cement   244  30 

Gates   88  46 

Railroad  freights   42  97 

Repairs  on  wall  at  Little  South  Pond.    76  00 

New  shed  at  yard,  rear  of  fire  engine-house   280  15 


$5,021  42 
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PUMP  STATION  EXPENSES. 


Salary  of  engineer  and  extra  pumping     $656  09 

194  tons  of  coal   984  81 

Wood  ,   2  50 

Machine  oil   43  75 

Plumbing  and  hardware   81  43 

Alterations  and  repairs  to  boilers   69  14 

Two  gages  and  repairs                  , .   ...   24  50 

Hancock  inspirator   19  50 

Hartford  boiler  insurance  and  inspection   37  50 

Repairs  to  building   37  22 

Fuel  for  house,  and  kerosene   50  38 

Fire  hydrant   30  00 

Interest  on  pump  loan                                        .  570  00 

,  $2,606  32 


HIGH  AND  LOW  SERVICE  EXPENSES. 
Paid— 

Goodhue  &  Birnie,  on  contract  $31,260  81 

•  Goodhue  &  Birnie  for  extra  work   $180  12 

less  our  contra  charges       167  00 

  13  12 

Paid  for — 

35  gates  and  one  check  valve   1,058  53 

One  cast  iron  cross  on  Summer  Street   19  80 

One  cast  iron  cross  on  Samoset  Street   7  75 

Iron  valve-boxes   141  59 

Paving,  and  town  teams   49  20 

Eailroad  freights   66  89 

Frank  Bartlett   and  Joseph  Barnes  for  superin- 
tendence of  lining  and  laying  pipes   399  47 

Walter  H.  Sears,  Engineer   200  00 
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Labor  of  Water  Works  department  on  connections, 


service  pipes,  blow-offs,  etc   $520  84 

Wagon  hire  of  Mr.  Bagnell   150  00 

Plumbing,  blacksmithing  and  carpentering    286  68 

Carting   50  80 

Eights  of  way  of  Samuel  W.  Holmes   50  00 

Searching  title  and  expense  on  contract   13  75 

American  Bank  Note  Co.,  engraving  bonds   75  00 

Well-room  and  head-house,  stock  and  labor   365  90 

Labor  of  widening  and  grading  the  road  on  the  line 

of  the  pipe   1,253  29 

Total  $35,983  42 


NEW  RESERVOIR  EXPENSES. 

Amount  paid  in  the  year  1887   $7,224  06 

Expenses  for  reservoir  paid  in  1886   5,254  20 

Total  cost  of  reservoir.   $12,478  26 

Paid  as  follows — 

Labor  and  teams                 ...   $7,182  33 

David  Clark,  foreman   645  00 

Cement  and  cartage   1,623  85 

Land   300  00 

Surveying  for  locations   9  50 

Eugineering   600  00 

Hardware,  tools  and  ice   226  16 

Lumber  and  carpenter  work   127  82 

Use  of  roller   50  00 

Two-inch  pipe  from  pump  to  reservoir   109  54 

Traveling,  telegraph  and  sundry  expenses   10  00 

Brass  and  copper-pipe  screens   23  70 

Carried  forward    $10,907  90 
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Brought  forward  

Cast  iron  pipe,  connecting  with  pump  

Three  valves  

Iron  shell  for  cement  pipe  

Labor  and  materials  on  inlet  and  outlet  pipes 


$10,907  90 


251  36 
161  04 
466  20 
691  76 


$12,478  26 

The  cost  of  the  reservoir  and  the  new  mains  and  extensions 
exceeded  the  appropriations  by  18,603.68. 

The  cost  of  labor  in  the  construction  of  the  reservoir  was 
much  more  than  the  estimates ;  $1,500  of  reservoir  expenses 
was  in  the  connecting  pipes. 

In  the  original  estimates  for  the  mains,  the  pipes  from  the 
pond  to  the  pump  station  was  to  be  fourteen  inches  in  diameter  ; 
the  pipe  laid  is  sixteen  inches  in  diameter,  at  an  added  cost  of 
$1,500.  Widening  and  grading  the  road  on  the  route  of  the 
pipe  cost  $1,250.  A  large  part  of  this  outlay  was  a  needed  im- 
provement to  the  road. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


Plymouth,  Mass.,  Water  Works. 
Population  by  census  of  1885  :  7,239. 

Date  of  construction:  1855.  By  whom  owned:  Town. 

Source  of  Supply  :  Great  and  Little  South  Ponds  and  Lout  Pond. 
Mode  of  Supply :   Gravity  for  low  service,  and  pumping  for  high 
service. 

PUMPING. 

1.  Builders  of  pumping  machinery  :  Worthington. 

( ft.  Bituminous. 

2.  Coal  :       \d.  Brand,  various. 

(  e.  $5.07  per  ton. 

3.  Coal  for  year:  496,510  pounds. 

4.  Total  fuel:  496,510. 

5.  Total  water,  pumped:  214,809,418  gallons. 

6.  Average  static  head  :  35  feet. 

7.  Average  dynamic  head  :  90  feet. 

8.  Number  of  gallons  pumped  per  pound  of  coal :  433. 

9.  Duty  of  pump:  32,474,061. 

Cost  of  Pumping,  figured  on  Pumping  Station 
Expenses,  viz. :  $2,184.39. 

10.  Per  million  gallons  against  dynamic  head  into  direct  pipe  :  $10.17. 

11.  Per  million  gallons  raised  one  foot  high  (dynamic)  :  lO.lly3^. 

Cost  of  Pumping,  figured  on  Total  Maintenance, 
viz.:  $10,738.99. 

12.  Per  million  gallons  raised  against  dynamic  head  into  direct 

pipe,  $49.99. 

13.  Per  million  gallons  raised  one  foot  high,  (dynamic)  :  $0.55T%-. 
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CONSUMPTION. 

1.  Estimated  total  population  at  date  :  7,500. 

2.  Estimated  population  on  lines  of  pipe  at  date  :  6,500. 

3.  Estimated  population  supplied  at  date  :  6,400. 

4.  Total  number  of  gallons  consumed  for  year  :  214,809,418. 

7.  Average  daily  consumption  :  588,519. 

8.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  inhabitant  (1)  :  78. 

9.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  consumer  (3)  :  92. 

10.  Gallons  per  day  to  each  tap  (Distribution,  22)  :  447. 


DISTRIBUTION. 


MAINS. 

SERVICES. 

1. 

Kind  of  pipe  used  :  wrought 

16. 

Kind   of   pipe :   lead  and 

iron,  cement-lined. 

cement-lined. 

2. 

Sizes  from  2-inch  to  20-inch. 

17. 

From  £  inch  to  1  inch. 

3. 

Extended  21,015  feet. 

18. 

Extended  660  feet. 

4. 

Discontinued  1,203. 

20. 

Total  now  in  use :  5  miles. 

5. 

Total  now  in  use  :  27J  mis. 

21. 

Service  taps  added:  33. 

6. 

Cost  of   repairs  per  mile, 

22. 

Number  now  in  use,  1,317. 

$13.35. 

23. 

Average  length  of  service  : 

7. 

No.  of  leaks  per  mile  :  1.82. 

20  feet. 

8. 

Small   distribution  pipes, 

24. 

Average  cost  of   service : 

less  than  four  inches  :  to- 

$5.33. 

tal  length,  7f  miles. 

27. 

Motors  and  elevators  added, 

9. 

Hydrants  added :  8. 

0. 

10. 

Number  now  in    use :  75 

28. 

Number  now  in  use  :  2. 

public,  and  8  private. 

11. 

Stop  gates  added  :  35. 

12. 

Number  now  in  use  :  217. 

13. 

Small  stop  gates — less  than 

4  inches  :  total,  90. 

14. 

No.  of  blow-off  gates:  21. 
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WATER  SUPPLY— PUMPING  WORKS. 

By  the  pumping  record  of  Mr.  W.  A..  H.  Jones,  the  Engineer, 
the  number  of  gallons  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  was 
214,809,418,  which  is  332,367  gallons  more  than  was  pumped  in 
the  year  1886.  This  small  increase  in  the  amount  of  water 
pumped  was  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  woolen  mill,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  used  less  water  than  before  ;  and  further, 
that  since  the  20th  of  December  only  a  small  part  of  the  water 
used  by  the  Town  was  pumped. 

Water  is  now  pumped  for  the  high  service  only. 

A  large  reduction  of  pumping  expenses  for  the  }^ear  1888, 
under  the  divided  service,  is  already  indicated. 

The  pumps  now  work  at  very  uniform  pressure,  averaging 
about  sixty-four  feet  forcing  head,  but  not  exceeding  sixty-eight 
feet,  and  that  when  the  reservoir  is  full.  This  is  about  fifteen 
feet  less  than  the  former  average  pressure,  which  varied  from 
sixty  to  ninety-five  feet.  The  water  flows  by  gravity  from 
Little  South  Pond  to  the  pumps,  avoiding  the  former  suction- 
lift.  The  pumps  run  more  steadily  than  before,  and  can 
be  run  much  faster  with  less  wear  on  the  machinery. 

The  property  under  the  care  of  the  Engineer  is  kept  in  good 
condition. 
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THE  NEW  RESERVOIR. 
The  reservoir  begun  in  1886  was  not  finished  until  the  Fall  of 
1887. 

The  location  selected  for  the  reservoir  is  very  desirable  on 
account  of  the  shortness  of  the  pipe  (about  600  feet)  connect- 
ing it  with  the  pump,  and  is  very  convenient  for  taking  care  of 
the  reservoir. 

An  abundance  of  good  sand  and  gravel  being  found  upon  the 
lot,  it  was  decided  to  line  the  reservoir  with  cement  concrete. 

The  formation  of  the  ground  favored  the  construction  of  a 
circular  reservoir.  The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  was  made  100 
feet  in  diameter,  with  sides  sloping  outward  one  and  one-half 
feet  to  each  one  foot  rise,  to  a  height  of  nine  and  one-half  feet ; 
then  a  level  shelf  about  ten  feet  wide,  and  an  upper  slope  of 
two  feet  outward  to  each  one  foot  rise,  to  a  height  of  five  and 
one-half  feet.  More  than  one-half  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the 
reservoir  thus  formed  were  of  the  natural  earth  undisturbed  ; 
the  other  parts  were  built  of  sand  and  gravel  thoroughly  pud- 
dled, and  rolled  or  rammed.  The  surface  of  the  bottom  and  of 
the  two  slopes  and  shelf  were  covered  with  a  layer  of  concrete 
five  inches  thick,  made  of  one  part  cement,  two  parts  of  sharp 
sand  and  six  parts  of  gravel,  and  coated  with  a  layer  about 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick  of  cement  and  sand  in  equal 
parts,  each  layer  thoroughly  rammed. 

The  reservoir  was  then  filled  with  water  and  found  to  be 
tight. 

The  embankment  was  then  carried  up  four  feet  higher  than 
the  concrete,  making  nineteen  feet  height  of  bank,  and  the 
shelf  and  upper  slope  were  covered  with  earth  and  paved  with 
cobble  stones,  making  a  continuous  slope  from  the  bottom  of 
the  reservoir  to  the  top  of  the  embankment. 
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The  top  and  outside  slopes  were  covered  with  soil. 

The  concrete  on  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  reservoir  to  a 
vertical  height  of  nine  and  a  half  feet  is  not  covered  with  earth. 

The  capacity  of  the  reservoir  is  about  1,370,000  gallons,  and 
when  full  of  water  the  depth  is  fifteen  feet,  and  the  surface  of 
the  water  164  feet  and  eight  inches  above  sea-level,  or'  about 
sixty  feet  above  South  Pond. 

As  a  matter  of  engineering  it  is  considered  safer  to  have  but 
one  pipe  through  an  embankment  of  a  reservoir,  but  in  consid- 
eration of  the  probability  that  at  some  time  it  may  be  desirable 
to  connect  the  reservoir  more  directly  with  the  south  part  of 
the  Town,  the  little  expense  of  placing  an  outlet  in  a  part  of  the 
embankment  while  building  it,  and  the  convenience  of  a  waste 
gate  at  present,  an  outlet  pipe  of  cement  ten  inches  in  diameter 
was  laid  in  the  easterly  embankment. 

Having  an  outlet  pipe,  the  pipe  from  the  pump  to  the  reser- 
voir did  not  need  to  enter  at  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir. 

The  top  of  the  14-inch  cement  pipe  where  it  enters  the  reser- 
voir is  about  nine  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir,  but 
bends  downward  on  the  inside  slope,  so  that  all  but  two  feet 
depth  of  water  can  be  siphoned  out,  if  it  should  be  necessary 
to  use  the  water.    The  siphon  has  been  tested  and  found  tight. 

Good  roads  lead  to  the  reservoir  on  the  east  and  west  sides, 
passing  over  the  top  of  the  embankment. 


NEW  MAINS— HIGH  AND  LOW  SERVICE. 

At  the  Town  Meeting,  March  7,  1887,  it  was  voted,  "That  the 
Water  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  lay  pipes  and 
make  such  changes  in  the  present  water  system  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  complete  the  high  and  low  service,  substantially  as 
recommended  in  their  report."  At  the  Town  Meeting,  April  4, 
it  was  voted,  "  That  all  labor  on  the  Plymouth  Water  Works 
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from  this  day  forward,  such  as  digging,  trenching,  etc.,  and  in 
all  contracts  for  such  Works,  it  shall  be  specified  that  the  labor- 
ers of  the  Town  shall  have  preference  over  all  others,  and  that 
the  compensation  shall  not  be  less  than  two  dollars  per  day  for 
ten  hours." 

Walter  H.  Sears,  C.  E.,  was  engaged  as  Engineer  on  the 
Works,  but  the  superintendence  of  the  lining  and  laying  of  pipes 
was  in  charge  of  the  Commissioners.  .  Mr.  Sears  continued  to 
superintend  the  construction  of  the  reservoir. 

In  conformity  with  the  vote  of  the  Town,  proposals  were  is- 
sued for  this  work,  requiring  the  contractor,  in  the  employment 
of  men  for  the  labor  of  trenching  and  filling,  to  give  town  labor- 
ers the  preference,  and  to  pay  not  less  than  two  dollars  per  day 
for  ten  hours. 

Before  the  execution  of  the  contract,  a  prayer  for  an  injunc- 
tion was  brought  by  inhabitants  of  the  Town  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  decided  that  the  vote  as  to  two  dollars  per  clay 
for  labor  was  illegal. 

The  Commissioners  therefore  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
mate  a  contract  without  limit  as  to  price  to  be  paid  for  labor. 

The  contract  for  laying  nearly  four  miles  of  cement  pipe  was 
made  with  Messrs.  Goodhue  &  Birnie  of  Springfield,  May  23, 
1887. 

At  a  Town  Meeting,  July  2,  it  was  voted,  "  That  the  Water 
Commissioners  be  instructed  to  make  such  an  arrangement 
with  the  contractors  for  the  system  of  Water  Works,  voted  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Town,  that  the  labor  of  trenching,  back- 
filling, etc.,  shall  be  separated  from  the  contract,  and  the  same 
be  performed  by  the  Town,  under  the  direction  of  the  Water 
Commission  ers." 

Messrs.  Goodhue  &  Birnie  were  informed  of  the  vote  of  the 
Town,  and  replied  as  follows : 
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Springfield,  July  5,  1887. 

N.  Morton,  Chairman. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  received  your  favor  of  the  2d  inst.,  in- 
forming us  of  certain  votes  passed  at  Town  Meeting,  last  Satur- 
day. We  reply  that  as  we  are  performing  the  contract  entered 
into  by  us  with  your  Board  under  date  of  May  23  last,  we  shall 
continue  according  to  its  terms,  until  we  have  fully  completed 
it;  having  incurred  large  expense  already,  and  intending  to  do 
our  part  faithfully  and  fully.  We  cannot  consent  to  any  modifi- 
cation of  the  contract,  and  we  shall  rely  upon  full  performance 
by  the  Town  on  its  part. 

Yours  truly, 

GOODHUE  &  BIRNIE. 

Under  these  circumstances,  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the 
matter  with  the  contractors  could  not  be  made  ;  and  the  Com- 
missioners were  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  subject  the  Town 
to  very  heavy  liabilities,  if  they  should  insist  upon  such  a 
change  in  the  contract. 


LOW  SERVICE. 

The  new  pipes  laid  are  sixteen,  fourteen,  ten,  six  and  four  in- 
ches in  diameter.  The  sixteen-inch  main  is  7,515  feet  long,  and 
conveys  water  from  Little  South  Pond  to  the  Pump  Station.  At 
that  point  a  fourteen-inch  branch  from  it  supplies  what  water 
the  pump  needs,  in  addition  to  what  is  furnished  by  the  old  ten- 
inch  pipe,' for  the  high  service. 

The  sixteen-inch  pipe  has  also  a  ten-inch  branch  into  Lout 
Pond,  to  be  used  if  it  should  be  desirable  to  make  that  pond  a 
storage  reservoir. 

From  the  Pump  Station  the  new  main  is  fourteen  inches  in 
diameter,  and  carries  water  from  the  sixteen-inch  main,  for  the 
low  service,  to  the  junction  of  Summer  and  High  Streets,  a  dis- 
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tance  of  7,657  feet,  and  there  connects  with  the  old  eight-inch 
pipe,  which  leads  down  Summer  Street  to  the  centre  of  the 
Town  ;  and  with  the  old  ten-inch  pipe,  which  leads  to  the  Aller- 
ton  Street  reservoir,  a  ten-inch  branch  of* which  leads  through 
Eussell  Street,  connecting  with  the  main  pipe  in  Court  Street. 


HIGH  SERVICE. 

The  old  teD-inch  main  from  the  pond  furnishes  by  gravity  the 
most  of  the  water  needed  to  supply  the  pump.  The  water  is 
forced  through  a  fourteen-inch  pipe  into  the  high  service  reser- 
voir, and  into  the  old  ten-inch  main  which  carries  the  high  ser- 
vice supply  to  the  Town.  This  supply  is  carried  to  the  north 
part  of  the  Town  by  a  six-inch  pipe  leading  from  Summer 
Street  through  Oak,  Samoset  and  Allerton  Streets.  One  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  feet  of  six-inch  pipe  was 
laid  in  Allerton  Street.  At  the  junction  of  Summer  and  High 
Streets,  the  old  ten-inch  pipe  is  connected  with  a  new  ten-inch 
pipe,  1,121  feet  long,  running  down  Summer  Street  and  Mill 
Lane,  connecting  on  Spring  Hill  with  the  old  eight-inch  pipe, 
carrying  high  service  to  all  water-takers  south  of  Town  Brook. 

The  new  ten-inch  pipe  in  Summer  Street  has  an  eight-inch 
branch,  reduced  to  a  six-inch  pipe,  connecting  with  High  Street 
andBartlett  Street  pipes,  and  leading  through  Russell  Street,  on 
the  easterly  side  of  the  old  pipe,  1.646  feet  to  the  front  of  the 
Court  House,  there  connecting  with  a  four-inch  pipe  leading  to 
School  Street ;  also  branching  at  Seaver  and  Allerton  Streets, 
and  connecting  with  the  other  high  service  pipes  in  Oak  and 
Samoset  Streets. 

Seven  hundred  feet  of  four-inch  pipe  was  laid  in  Allerton 
Street,  between  Russell  Street  and  Samoset  Street. 
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CONNECTIONS. 
The  pipes  of  the  high  and  low  services  are  connected  by 
gates  as  follows : 
A  fourteen-inch  gate  at  the  Pump  Station. 
A  ten-inch  gate  on  Summer  Street,  corner  of  High  Street. 
A  two-inch  gate  on  Spring  Street,  near  Summer  Street. 
An  eight-inch  gate  on  Spring  Hill. 

A  four-inch  gate  with  five-eights  inch  by-pass,  on  High 
Street,  near  Market  Street. 

A  four-inch  gate  in  Town  Square. 

A  four-inch  gate  in  Russell  Street,  near  the  north  corner  of 
the  Court  House. 

A  two-inch  gate  on  Vernon  Street,  near  Court  Street. 

A  six-inch  gate  on  Samoset  Street,  corner  of  Allertpn  Street. 

A  four-inch  gate  on  Cushman  Street,  near  Court  Street. 

A  six-inch  gate  on  Court  Street,  near  Allerton  Street. 

The  supply  can  be  made  all  high  service  by  opening  one  gate 
at  the  Pump  Station,  or  one  gate  on  Summer  Street. 

It  can  be  made  all  low  service  by  closing  one  gate  at  the 
Pump  Station. 

WELL-ROOM. 

No  new  connection  was  made  with  Little  South  Pond,  but  a 
new  well-room  was  built  near  the  pond,  five  feet  by  six 
and  one-half  feet  inside,  and  eight  feet  deep,  into  which  the 
old  twenty-inch  pipe  from  the  pond  enters ;  the  five  feet  of 
cove  of  the  old  pipe  being  removed.  Since  the  original 
Works  were  built,  the  twenty-inch  cement  pipe  has  been  ex- 
tended into  the  pond  by  the  addition  of  about  eight  feet  of 
eighteen-inch  concrete  pipe. 

A  piece  of  eighteen-inch  concrete  pipe  was  built  into  the  well- 
room  on  the  side  next  the  pond,  to  admit  of  making  another 
connection  with  the  pond  at  any  future  time.  The  bottom  of 
the  well-room  is  of  concrete  about  one  foot  thick  ;  the  sides  are 
brick,  sixteen  inches  thick,  laid  in  cement. 
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LOCATION  OF  PIPES. 

The  old  ten-inch  pipe  and  the  new  sixteen-inch  pipe  lead 
from  the  well-room,  the  latter  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  for- 
mer, and  it  continues  on  the  same  side  to  a  point  about  2,550 
feet  below  the  sixteen-inch  gate  at  Small  Gains  Swamp,  where 
it  crosses  over  the  old  pipe  and  continues  on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  old  pipe  to  a  point  about  250  feet  above  .Deep  Water 
Bridge,  where  it  again  crosses  over  the  old  pipe  and  continues 
on  the  westerly  side  of  the  old  pipe  to  the  junction  of  Summer 
and  High  Streets.  Instead  of  following  the  line  of  the  old  pipe 
across  the  marsh  at  the  homestead  of  Samuel  W.  Holmes,  the 
pipe  was  laid  on  the  upland.  The  old  pipe  crosses  the  brook 
below  Deep  Water  Bridge  ;  the  new  pipe  crosses  above  the 
bridge.  At  one  place  iu  the  curve  below  the  Plymouth  Mills 
Rivet  Works  the  two  pipes  are  less  than  two  feet  apart.  At  all 
other  places,  except  as  above  named,  the  distance  between  the 
old  and  new  mains,  is  supposed  to  be  not  less  than  three  feet, 
and  is  usually  from  four  feet  to  six  feet. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  in  laying  the  new  pipe  so  near  the 
other,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  three  miles,  only  one  leak  was 
found  in  the  cement  pipe,  laid  thirty-two  years  ago. 

DEPTH  OF  PIPES. 

The  new  pipe,  where.it  leaves  the  well-room  at  the  pond,  has 
six  and  a  half  feet  of  covering  of  earth,  the  same  as  the  old 
pipe,  and  is  laid  on  a  level  or  descending  grade  to  Small  Gains 
Swamp,  and  the  most  of  the  way  to  Deep  Water  Bridge,  the 
usual  depth  being  about  the  same  as  the  old  pipe. 

At  Small  Gains  Swamp  the  old  pipe  was  found  to  be  about 
two  feet  under  water.  The  new  pipe  was  laid  above  the  water, 
and  has  but  little  covering  fur  a  distance  of  four  hundred  feet. 

The  top  of  the  pipe  at  the  middle  of  the  brook  at  Deep 
Water  Bridge  is  seven  and  a  half  feet  below  the  level  of  the  top 
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of  the  stone  stringer  of  the  bridge.  At  the  top  of  Benson's  Hill 
the  pipe  has  eight  feet  covering.  Near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on 
the  northerly  slope  the  covering  is  two  and  a  half  feet. 


SHELL. 

The  sixteen-inch  pipes  were  laid  in  pieces  about  nine  feet 
long,  each  pipe  being  made  of  three  pieces  of  14-Birmingham 
gauge-iron,  double-riveted  lengthwise,  then  forced  together  by- 
great  pressure  and  cross-riveted.  More  than  half  the  pipes 
have  two  rows  of  cross  rivets. 

The  fourteen-inch  pipes  were  made  in  nine  feet  lengths,  of 
one  piece  of  14-Birmingham  gauge-iron,  double-riveted  length- 
wise, except  about  180  feet  of  single  riveted,  which  was  laid  on 
Summer  Street  near  the  junction  of  Billington  Street.  The  ten- 
inch,  six-inch  and  four-inch  pipes  laid,  were  all  single-riveted 
and  in  nine-feet  lengths. 

The  work  was  completed  and  water  let  into  the  pipes  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  December. 

The  pipes  seem  to  be  in  good  working  order. 


LEAKS. 

The  liability  of  leaks  in  the  old  ten-inch  main  is  much 
lessened.  The  same  is  the  case  with  all  pipes  throughout  the 
district  under  low  service. 

A  pressure  of  ten  to  fifteen  pounds  per  square  inch  is  brought 
upon  the  pipes  in  the  high  service  district,  in  excess  of  the 
pressure  the  pipes  had  formerly  when  the  pump  was  running. 
This  extra  pressure  has  found  some  weak  spots  in  the  pipes, 
but  no  more  than  might  have  been  expected  in  pipes  thirty-two 
years  old.  The  pressure  upon  all  the  pipes  is  more  steady  than 
formerly,  so  that  after  the  weak  spots  in  the  oM  pipes  have 
been  repaired,  the  liability  of  leaks  will  be  less  than  when  the 
pump  was  supplying  water  for  all  parts  of  the  Town. 
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IRON  PIPE. 

In  connecting  the  pump  with  the  new  reservoir,  about  thirty- 
three  feet  of  cast-iron  pipe,  with  an  inside  coating  of  cement, 
was  laid  from  the  twelve-inch  pumping  main  through  the  base- 
ment of  the  Pumping  Station,  to  the  outside  of  the  building, 
there  having  an  eighth-bend  and  a  Y  of  cast-iron  connecting 
with  the  fourteen-inch  cement  pipe  leading  to  the  reservoir ; 
one  branch  of  the  Y  leads  to  the  pipes  connecting  with  the 
Town. 

In  making  this  connection  with  the  twelve-inch  pumping 
main,  a  twelve-inch  cast-iron  elbow  was  removed,  and  a  double 
elbow  with  twelve-inch  and  fourteen-inch  branches  put  in  place. 
The  twelve-inch  elbow  had  been  in  use  six  years.  Rust  had 
collected  on  the  inside  of  the  pipe  to  the  thickness  of  one-half 
an  inch,  reducing  the  capacity  of  the  pipe  to  five-sixths  its  for- 
mer size. 

It  may  be  necessary,  for  the  greatest  economy  in  pumping 
expenses,  to  remove  the  rust  from  the  other  parts  of  the  main 
connecting  with  the  pump. 

July  2,  the  Town  voted  "  That  the  Water  Commissioners  be 
instructed  to  take  up  the  two-inch  water  pipe  now  laid  on  Ver- 
non Street,  Robinson  Street,  and  Highland  Place,  and  replace 
the  same  with  four-inch  pipes." 

The  Commissioners  were  of  the  opinion  that  under  the 
divided  service  soon  to  come  into  operation,  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  water  would  be  furnished  to  takers  on  Vernon  Street 
and  Highland  Place,  without  any  change  in  the  pipes.  Under 
the  divided  service  all  complaints  of  an  insufficient  supply 
have  ceased. 

The  relaying  of  pipes  on  Eobinson  Street  has  been  deferred 
to  next  Spring. 
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RECO  MM  END  A  TIONS. 

The  Commissioners  recommend  to  the  Town  to  lay  such  new 
pipes  and  take  up  such  two-inch  and  three-inch  pipes  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  sufficient  water  for  high  service  supply  to 
the  territory  south  of  Winter  Street,  in  pipes  through  Pleasant, 
South  and  Whiting  Streets,  and  to  carry  low  service  supply  from 
Spring  Hill,  through  Sandwich  Street  to  Winter  Street.  The 
estimated  cost  is  $800. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHANIEL  MORTON,  ] 
CHARLES  S.  DAVIS,         1  Water 
H.  P.  BAILEY,  J>  Commmissioners. 

SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN, 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN,  J 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Works,  ) 
Plymouth,  January  2,  1888.  ) 

To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  my  duty,  I  hereby  submit 
my  fourteenth  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  Water  Works. 

CONSTRUCTION  ACCOUNT. 
There  has  been  laid  during  the  year  1887  the  following 
amount  of  wrought  iron  and  cement-lined  water  pipes  : 


No.  of 
feet. 

Size 

COST. 

595 

14 

In  double  service 

36 

10 

43 

10 

9 

6 

6 

4 

10 

4 

63 

4 

47 

4 

100 

4 

420 

4 

$255  22 

265 

3 

114  54 

1,594 

WHERE  LAID. 


From  pump  to  reservoir. 

To  connect  with  old  10-inch  from  reservoir  pipe. 

For  blow-off  on  16-inch  pipe  at  pump. 

For  blow-off  at  Small  Gains. 

For  blow-off  at  Mil]  Lane. 

For  by-pass  at  pump  on  reservoir  pipe. 

For  blow-off  below  Charles  Cromwell's  house. 

For  blow-off  at  pump  on  reservoir  pipe. 

For  blow-off  at  Plymouth  Mills. 

Mt.  Pleasant  St.,  between  Sandwich  and  "Whiting. 

Extension  on  Centennial  Street. 


There  has  been  disconnected  420  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  on 
Mount  Pleasant  Street ;  323  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  on  Allerton 
Street,  from  Kussell  Street  to  house  of  N.  C.  Lanman  ;  260  feet 
of  two-inch  pipe  on  Allerton,  between  Cushman  Street  and 
house  of  J.  H.  Burtch ;  and  200  feet  of  one-inch  iron  pipe  on 
Allerton,  from  house  of  J.  H.  Burtch  to  house  of  B.  S.  Doug- 
lass, the  services  have  been  connected  to  the  six-inch  high  serv- 
ice pipe. 
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SERVICE  PIPES. 

The  street  mains  have  been  tapped  for  new  supplies  in  thirty- 
three  places,  at  a  cost  of  $175.85,  making  a  total  number  of 
taps  to  date,  1,317,  the  street  length  of  service  pipes  being 
26,340  feet. 

Seven  leaks  have  occurred  the  past  year  in  service  pipes. 
Cost  of  repairs,  $23.74. 

In  seven  cases  galvanized  iron  service  pipes  have  been  re- 
placed by  lead,  at  a  cost  of  $21.75. 


STREET  MAINS. 

The  past  Summer  has  subjected  the  street  mains  to  a  severe 
test.  We  have  had  more  breaks  the  past  year  than  ever  before, 
caused  by  frequently  shutting  and  opening  the  gates  in  order 
to  make  the  required  connections  to  the  new  system.  The  high 
service  was  put  on  December  20,  and  there  were  many  breaks, 
and  it  was  expected,  as  there  must  be  some  weak  places  in  a 
pipe  that  has  been  laid  thirty-two  years  that  had  never  been 
exposed  to  such  high  pressure. 

The  cost  of  all  repairs  on  main  and  distributing  pipes  has 
been  $385.64. 

Leaks  and  obstructions  have  occurred  as  follows: 


K  UMBER. 

SIZE  OF  PIPE. 

COST. 

8 

10  inches. 

$77  93 

4 

8 

28  45 

2 

6 

22  85 

24 

4 

159  66 

1 

3 

7  49 

16 

2 

89  26 

55 

$385  64 
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GATES. 

Thirty-nine  new  gates,  from  two  to  sixteen  inches,  have  been 
set  the  past  year.  Thirty-five  have  been  set  on  the  new  system, 
one  four-inch  was  set  on  the  extension  on  Mount  Pleasant 
Street.  The  cost  is  included  in  the  cost  of  the  extension.  One 
two-inch  set  on  Davis  Street,  junction  of  Oak  Street,  at  a  cost 
of  $9.45 ;  one  two-inch  set  on  Bartlett  Street,  junction  Russell, 
at  a  cost  of  $12.80 ;  and  one  old  four-inch  gate  taken  out  on 
High  Street  and  replaced  by  a  new  one,  at  a  cost  of  $17.52. 


RESERVOIR. 

The  reservoir  is  in  good  condition,  and  nothing  has  been  ex- 
pended on  it  this  year. 

BOXES. 

Forty  two  service  and  ten  gate  boxes  have  been  replaced  by 
new  ones,  at  a  cost  of  $72.32. 


NEW  TAKERS. 
There  have  been  added  to  the  water-takers  this  year,  twenty- 
six  families,  thirty-four  water  closets,  fifteen  bathing  tubs,  one 
fountain,  one  restaurant,  one  green  house,  one  straw  factory, 
and  one  fish  market. 

LABOR. 

Whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the  year  : 

for  labor  on  extensions.  .      $163  95 

for  all   other  labor   1,204  02 

 $1,367  97 

Amount  received  for  labor,  trenching  ...      $239  34 

for  shutting  off  services.         78  50 

  317  84 


Total  cost  of  labor  during  the  year,  less  refunded.  .,   $1,050  13 
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SCHEDULE 

Showing  the  number  of  feet  of  each  size  pipe,  and  the  number 
and  size  of  gates  on  the  Works,  December  31,  1887 : 


SIZE  IN  INCHES. 

LENGTH  OF  PIPE  IN 
FEET. 

NUMBER  OF  GATES. 

20 

56 

16 

7,515 

2 

14 

8,252 

6 

12 

64 

2 

10 

19,685 

16 

8 

4,616 

9 

6 

11,524 

17 

4 

53,395 

75 

3 

9,562 

13 

2 

28,565 

70 

1 

1,290 

7 

Totals, 

144,524 

217 

The  street  length  of  service  pipes  being  26,340  feet,  with  the 
main,  and  distribution  pipes,  make  a  total  of  170,864  feet  of 
pipe,  or  thirty-two  miles  and  1,904  feet. 

Yours  respectfully, 

R.  W.  BAGNELL,  Superintendent. 
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Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth. 

Gentlemen  :  We  respectfully  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Plymouth 
Water  Scrip  : 

To  amount  received  from  Town  Treasurer    $6,838  53 

To  income  received  from  the  same    1,419  42  . 

$8,257  95 

The  amount  is  invested  as  follows  — 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank   $581  20 

Bond  of  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  Co.,  6 

per  cent    990  00 

Bond  of  Oregon  &  Short  Line  flailroad,  6  per  cent.  1,021  25 

Four  shares  Globe  National  Bank   392  00 

Twenty-two  shares  Massachusetts  Central  Railroad 

Co..   271  00 

Six  shares  Tremont  National  Bank  .......    639  00 

Ten  shares  Blackstone  National  Bank   1,016  25 

Ten  shares  Market  National  Bank     966  75 

Six  shares  Webster  National  Bank   625  50 

Cook  County  bond,  $1,000,  7  per  cent    1,132  50 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  bond,  7  per 

cent   592  50 

$8,257  95 
WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, )  T 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,        j  1 1  uslees' 

Plymouth,  Feb.  1st,  1888. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 


H.  P.  BAILEY,  Chief. 

P.  S.  BURGESS,  Clerk.  ] 

W.  E.  CHURCHILL, 

A.  E.  DAVIS,  \-  Assistants. 

W.  E.  BAKER, 

G.  E.  SAUNDERS,  J 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen, — The  Board  of  Fire  Engineers  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1887  : 

THE  DEPARTMENT 
consists  of  six  Engineers  and  the  following  companies  : 
Two  steamer  companies  of  thirty  men  each ; 
One  hook  and  ladder  company  of  sixteen  men ; 
One  hand  engine  company  of  twenty  men ; 
One  chemical  engine  company  of  eight  men  ; 
Four  hose  companies  of  six  men,  each. 


APPARATUS. 
The  apparatus  of  the  Department  consists  of — 
Two  steam  fire  engines ; 
One  hand  engine,  old  style  ; 
One  hook  and  ladder  truck  ; 
One  chemical  engine ; 
Four  independert  hose  carriages. 
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HOSE. 

We  have  now  in  the  Department  about  4,500  feet  of  hose  in 
good  condition,  and  about  500  feet  of  poor,  which  should  be 
replaced  by  new  the  coming  year. 


BUILDINGS. 
The  buildings  in  the  Department  are  now  in  fair  order. 


HYDRANTS. 

Six  new  hydrants  have  been  purchased  the  past  year,  and 
located,  making  in  all  seventy  belonging  to  the  Town. 


RESERVOIRS. 
The  five  reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Town  are  in  good  con- 
dition, two  of  them  having  been  relined  the  past  year. 


FIRES. 

Alarm  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  October  7,  for  burning  of  ice  house 
owned  by  E.  C.  Chandler  &  Co.,  wholly  consumed;  cause  un- 
known.   Loss,  about  $150;  no  insurance. 

Alarm  at  4.30  P.  M.,  from  Box  23,  November  13,  was  for  a 
slight  fire  at  the  house  owned  by  G.  A.  Barnes,  Pleasant  Street ; 
damage  slight. 


FIRE  ALARM. 

The  Gamewell  system  of  fire  alarm  has  been  introduced  in 
the  Town  the  past  year,  at  a  cost  of  $2,592,  including  bell  and 
tower  on  engine  house. 
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FINANCE. 


Dr. 

To  expenditures  for  Fire  Department    $3,573  13 

Fire  alarm   2,592  60 

$6,165  78 

Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   .      $649  42 

Appropriation   ,.   2,400  00 

Appropriation,  fire  alarm    2,500  00 

Reimbursement   30  44 

$5,579  86 

Overdrawn    585  92 


$6,165  78 

The  overdraft  can  be  largely  accounted  for  by  the  following 
payments,  which  were  unexpected  when  the  appropriation  was 


made  last  March  : 

Lining  two  reservoirs  at  a  cost  of   $258  15 

Six  new  hydrants    167  96 

Repairs  on  brick  engine  house  roof   100  00 

$526  11 


APPROPRIATION 

An  appropriation  of  $3,200  we  think  will  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  Department  the  coming  year,  and  is  recommended. 

We  would  also  recommend  that  the  useless  old  apparatus  and 
material  that  has  been  in  the  way  for  years,  be  sold,  and  that 
the  Board  of  Engineers  be  given  permission  to  dispose  of  it. 

H.  P.  BAILEY,  Chief. 

Plymouth,  Feb,  15th,  1888, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  undersigned  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  inmates  of  the  almshouse  have  been  well  cared  for  and 
made  comfortable. 

The  calls  for  aid  outside  have  been  about  the  same  as  the 
previous  year,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  repairs,  which  we 
mentioned  in  our  last  year's  report,  as  needed,  (slating,  etc.) 
which  have  been  made  the  past  year,  we  should  not  have  ex- 
ceeded our  appropriation. 

The  Town  raised  for  support  of  the  poor  the  past 

year   $7,000  00 

Received  from  other  towns  and  other  sources   1,512  88 

$8,512  88 

Overdrawn    145  00 

$8,657  88 

Amount  expended   $8,657  88 


INSANE  POOR. 

Balance  overdrawn,  Jan.  1,  1887   $31  00 

Amount  expended   3,200  86 

$3,231  86 

Amount  appropriated  for  insane  poor.  .  .   $2,000  00 

Amount  reimbursed   827  04 

  2,827  04 

Overdrawn   $404  82 
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POOR  AT  ALMSHO USE. 


Number  of  inmates  January  1,  1887   14 

"      admitted  during  the  year   8 

"      discharged,  during  the  year              .....  4 

"      died  during  the  year   ,   2 

"      remaining  January  1,  1888   16 


INSANE  POOR. 

Number  at  the  hospitals  January  1,  1887   15 

"      admitted  during  the  year   4 

"      discharged  during  the  year   1 

"      died  during  the  year   1 

"      remaining  January  1,  1888   17 


We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor,  for  the  ensuing  year,  $7,000.00,  and  for  the  support  of 
the  insane  poor,  $2,800. 

GEOKGE  H.  JACKSON, )  Overseers 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,      V  of 
CHARLES  P.  HATCH,    )  Poor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


The  Board  of  Health  would  beg  leave  to  report  that  there 
have  been  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  twenty-two  cases  of 
diphtheria,  thirty-seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one  case  of 
measles  reported  during  the  year. 

Eight  deaths  have  been  reported — four  of  diphtheria,  three 
of  scarlet  fever,  one  of  typhoid  fever,  and  all  are  attributed  in 
part  to  imperfect  drainage. 

The  Board  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Town  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  shore,  from  the  depot  to  the  foot  of  Fremont 
Street,  at  the  terminus  of  sewers  now  laid,  especially  the  brook 
near  the  depot,  and  the  sewers  emptying  into  Town  Brook. 
Also  the  sewer  emptying  into  Town  Dock,  near  the  Rock,  which 
is  a  grievous  source  of  disease  and  filth  ;  and  we  would  recom- 
mend that  the  intercepting  sewer,  recommended  by  the  Board 
last  year,  extending  southerly  to  Sandwich  Street  and  northerly 
to  the  depot,  be  built  this  year,  and  the  several  private  and 
public  sewers  be  entered  therein  ;  and  such  further  action  may 
be  had  towards  the  construction  of  a  permanent  system  of  sew- 
erage as  shall  meet  the  present  and  future  wants  of  the  Town. 

A  very  few  towns  have  the  advantage  of  Plymouth  to  con- 
struct a  sewer,  the  grade  being  ample,  and  the  advantages  of 
outlets  being  such  as  to  carry  off  its  contents  below  low  water 
mark,  and  free  from  injury  to  any  one,  and  less  damage  to  the 
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channel  than  now  exists,  anil  dispose  of  the  surface  water, 
retaining  the  sand  and  sticks,  thereby  flushing  the  sewer  and 
keeping  it  clean. 

The  Board  have  avoided  as  much  as  possible,  the  last  resort 
of  vacating  tenements  because  of  the  difficulty  of  drainage. 

If  our  Town  would  secure  perfect  drainage  it  would  be  among 
the  most  healthy  in  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  B.  COLLINGWOOD, 
NATHANIEL  MORTON, 
E.  D.  HILL, 
CLARK  FINNEY,  Jr., 
CHARLES  H.  HOLMES. 

Plymouth,  February  17,  1888. 


72 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 


Abstract  of  Records  for  1887. 


Voted,  That  no  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  Town  ;  nays,  464;  yeas,  155. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  grant  to  the  Public  Library  the 
amount  of  the  dog  fund  now  in  the  Treasury,  to  wit,  $768.98, 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $231.02,  for  the  maintenance  of  said 
library. 

Voted,  To  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  enforce  the  laws  concern- 
ing the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  that  the  sum  of  $1,000 
be  appropriated  to  be  expended  by  them  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  accept  the  Act,  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  year  1886,  entitled  an  Act 
to  authorize  the  Town  of  Plymouth  to  obtain  an  additional 
supply  of  water,  and  to  issue  notes,  bonds,  and  scrip  for  that 
purpose. 

Voted,  That  the  Water  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized 
to  lay  pipes  and  make  such  changes  in  the  present  water  sys- 
tem as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  high  and  low  service 
system,  substantially  as  recommended  in  their  report. 

Voted,  That  to  carry  into  effect  the  vote  authorizing  the  com- 
pletion of  the  double  service,  the  Town  in  accordance  with 
Chap.  312,  of  the  Acts  of  1886,  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
$39,000,  bearing  interest  at  not  exceeding  four  per  cent.,  pay- 
able semi-annually,  payable  $1,300  each  year  after  the  issue 
thereof,  and  the  Selectmen  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the 
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Same  at  public  or  private  sale,  upon  such  terms  as  they  deem 
proper,  provided,  that  none  are  sold  at  less  than  the  par  value 
thereof. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  are  hereby  instructed  to  transfer 
to  the  Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund,  the  $4,000,  which  was  part  of 
the  premium  obtained  by  the  sale  of  water  bonds  last  year,  and 
which  was  appropriated  by  the  Selectmen  for  general  purposes. 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  $300  be  appropriated  and  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  support  of  an 
evening  school. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  five,  of  whom  the  moderator  shall 
be  one,  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  with  authority  to  print  or 
publish,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1,000,  so  much  of  the  town 
records,  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  Town  as  they  shall  deem 
expedient,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  a 
sum  of  money  not  exceeding  such  amount  as  may  be  required 
to  carry  out  this  vote. 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  $2,500  be  added  to  the  appropriation 
for  Fire  Department,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Engineers,  to 
establish  a  fire  alarm,  substantially  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
commendation in  their  report. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  and  instructed  to 
convey  for  a  nominal  consideration  to  Jesse  K.  Atwood,  from 
the  land  referred  to  in  said  Article  12,  so  much  of  said  land  as 
lies  under  the  southwesterly  end  of  the  building  situated  be- 
tween said  land  and  Water  Street,  and  the  Selectmen  shall  have 
authority  to  license  said  Atwood  to  use  a  right  of  way,  six  feet 
wide  to  the  rear  end  of  said  building,  revocable  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Town  or  its  Selectmen. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  on  Sewerage  are  hereby  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  Act  giving  the  Town  of  Plym- 

10 
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outh  free  authority  to  construct  such  a  system  of  sewerage,  and 
containing  such  restrictions  and  provisions  as  the  Committee 
may  recommend. 

Voted,  That  in  all  labor  on  the  Plymouth  Water  Works,  from 
this  day  forward,  such  as  digging,  trenching,  rilling,  etc.,  and  in 
all  contracts  for  said  work,  it  shall  be  specified  that  the  laborers 
of  the  Town  shall  have  preference  over  all  others,  and  that  the 
compensation  shall  not  be  less  than  $2.00  per  day  for  ten 
hours  labor. 

Voted,  That  the  further  sum  of  $700  be  appropriated  for 
lighting  the  streets  and  Town  House,  and  that  the  Selectmen 
be  instructed  to  contract  for  seven  additional  electric  lights  at 
such  places  in  the  streets  as  they  shall  determine. 

Voted,  That  any  of  the  persons  described  in  Section  10, 
Chapter  48,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  upon  conviction  of  any 
offence  in  said  section  described,  shall  be  committed  to  the 
rooms  at  the  Poor  House,  to  be  provided  by  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  to  the  approval  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  con- 
finement, instruction,  maintenance  of  said  children  in  Plymouth 
for  such  time  as  the  judge,  justice  or  court,  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  offence  may  determine,  and  the  School  Committee  shall 
make  arrangements  for  the  maintenance  of  said  children  so 
committed,  and  for  a  suitable  teacher  for  the  same. 

Voted,  That  the  Water  Commissioners  be  instructed  to  extend 
the  four-inch  pipe  from  opposite  the  store  of  George  F.  Bartlett 
at  Chiltonville,  northward  to  opposite  the  house  of  George  L. 
Osgood,  in  such  way  and  manner  as  they  may  think  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  Town,  provided,  that  a  satisfactory  guaran- 
tee of  4 }2  per  cent,  on  the  cost  be  previously  furnished. 

Voted,  That  the  cost  of  the  extension  of  the  Water  Works 
from  the  house  of  Mr.  George  F.  Bartlett  at  Chiltonville,  to 
opposite  the  house  of  George  L.  Osgood,  be  charged  to  the  in- 
come of  the  Water  Works. 
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Voted,  That  tlio  Water  Commissioners  be  instructed  to  take 
up  the  two-inch  water  pipe,  now  laid  on  Vernon  Street,  Robin- 
son Street  and  Highland  Place,  and  replace  the  same  with  four- 
inch  pipe. 

Voted,  That  the  expense  of  relaying  pipe  on  Vernon  and 
Robinson  Streets  and  Highland  Place,  be  paid  from  the  Water 
Works  for  the  present  year. 

Voted,  That  the  Water  Commissioners  be  instructed  to  make 
such  an  arrangement  with  the  contractors  for  the  system  of 
Water  Works  voted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Town,  that  the 
labor  of  trenching,  back-filling,  etc,  shall  be  separated  from 
the  contract,  and  the  same  be  performed  by  the  Town,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Water  Commissioners. 

Voted,  That  when  such  an  arrangement  is  made  with  the  con- 
tractors, the  Water  Commissioners,  in  the  employment  of  day 
laborers  for  trenching,  etc.,  shall  give  preference  to  laborers  of 
the  Town,  and  that  pay  for  labor  shall  be  at  the  same  rate  as  is 
now  paid  by  the  Town  ;  that  is,  two  dollars  per  day  for  ten 
hours  labor. 

Voted,  To  lay  upon  the  table,  the  acceptance  of  the  Act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1887,  entitled  an  Act  to  authorize 
the  Town  of  Plymouth  to  lay  sewers. 

Voted,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
report  a  bill  to  be  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen — William  H.  Nelson,  John  Churchill,  Everett  F. 
Sherman,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Winslow  B.  Standish. 

Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie. 

Town  Teeasurer — Curtis  Davie. 

Collector  of  Taxes — John  Churchill. 

Assessors — Charles  H.  Holmes,  George  E.  Morton,  Alonzo 
Warren. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — John  Churchill,  elected  March  2, 
1885 ;  George  H.  Jackson,  elected  March  1,  1886  ;  Charles  P. 
Hatch,  elected  March  7,  1887. 

Water  Commissioners— Everett  F.  Sherman,  Nathaniel  Mor- 
ton, elected  March  2,  1885  ;  Charles  S.  Davis,  elected  March  1, 
1886 ;  Samuel  H.  Doten,  Horace  P.  Bailey,  elected  March  7, 
1887. 

School  Committee — Frederick  N.  Knapp,  William  T.  Davis 
elected  March  2,  1885;  Charles  I.  Litchfield,  James  Millar, 
elected  March  1, 1886  ;  Elizabeth  Thurber,  Charles  O.  Churchill, 
elected  March  7, 1887. 

Superintendent  of  Schools— Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee — Jesse  E.  Atwood,  Joseph  F. 
Towns,  Augustus  Bobbins. 
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Constables— James  B.  Collingwood,  Joseph  W.  Hunting, 
Freeman  Manter,  Ira  C.  Ward,  Joseph  F.  Towns,  Benjamin  F. 
Snow. 

Burial  Hill  Committee — Selectmen. 

Superintendent  of  Burial  Hill— William  T.  Davis. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber — Leavitt  T.  Bobbins, 
Edward  B.  Atwood,  George  H.  Jackson,  Cornelius  C.  Holmes. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures—  Christopher  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Commitee — Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highways  and  Bridges — Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers — Joseph  F.  Towns,  Nathan 
B.  Perry,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen  B.  Holmes,  Jacob  W. 
Southworth,  Albert  O.  Beckman. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works — Kichard  W.  Bagnell. 

Collector  of  Water  Bates — William  T.  Hollis. 

Pound  Keepers — Obed  C.  Pratt,  Galen  B.  Holmes,  Hosea  C. 
Bartlett,  Nathan  B.  Perry. 

Trustees  of  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund — William  H.  Nelson, 
George  G.  Dyer,  William  T.  Davis. 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries— Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
Charles  B.  Stoddard,  Benjamin  A.  Hathaway. 

Board  of  Kegistration — Isaac  M.  Jackson,  John  W. 
Churchill,  Herbert  Morrissey,  Curtis  Davie. 

Board  of  Health — James  B.  Collingwood,  Edgar  D.  Hill, 
Clark  Finney,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Morton,  Charles  Henry  Holmes, 
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Board  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Department — Horace  P.  Bailey, 
William  E.  Baker,  Peleg  S.  Burgess,  Albert  E.  Davis,  George 
E.  Saunders,  William  E.  Churchill. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods— William  T.  Davis,  Nehe- 
miah  L.  Savery,  John  C.  Barnes,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson,  Samuel 
Bradford,  Galen  B.  Holmes,  Horatio  Wright,  M.  V.  B.  Douglass. 
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Marriages  Registered  in  Plymouth  in  1887. 

Jan.  1.  Lyman  D.  Adams  of  Plymouth  and  Abbie  M.  Parris 
of  Halifax. 

Jan.     1.    George  A.  Raymond  and  Margie  M.  Bobbins,  both 

of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Jan.     6.    David  E.  Aldrich  and  Laura  L.  Perkins,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Ashland. 
Jan.     9.    William  M.  Barnes  and  Lucy  K.  Hall,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Bridgewater. 
Jan.    15.    Sylvanus  W.  Dunham  and  Sarah  A.  Hamblin,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

Jan  16.  Seth  S.  Bartlett  and  Alice  P.  Cleveland,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.  16.  Nathaniel  F.  Hoxie  and  Lucia  W.  Doten,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.   29.    Adam  Smith  and  Katie  Volk,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Feb.     6.    Philip  J.  Mahler  and  Ida  Lawlor,  both  of  Boston. 
Feb.   13.    Alexander  Christie  and  Flora  E.  Nichols,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.  17.  Charles  G.  Churchill  and  Lizzie  S.  Harvey,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.  26.  Oscar  Kohsman  and  Emma  Sibenschu,  both  of 
Boston. 

April  13.  William  A.  Robbins  and  Etta  C.  Faunce,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  17.  Henry  L.  Pratt  of  Plymouth  and  Susie  R.  Thomas 
of  Cambridgeport.    Married  in  Cambridge. 

April  26.  George  H.  Magee  and  Mary  L.  Thomas,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

April  26.    Edward  H.  Prescott  of  Plymouth  and  Florence  E. 

Goodwin  of  Cambridge.    Married  in  Cambridge. 
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May  12.*  Merritt  W.  JBumpus  and  Mary  G.  Besse,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  12.  George  Flagg  and  Catherine  M.  Gerrior,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  18.  Edward  W.  Darey  and  Mary  Mann,  both  of  Plymouth. 
May  18.    Frank  L.  Cole  of  Kingston  and  Lydia  M.  Stimpson 

of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
May  19.    Murdock  D.  McDonald  and  Lizzie  McLean,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

May  22.  Joseph  Kramer  and  Mary  Bedingfield,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  4.  George  W.  Bumpus  of  Wareham  and  Annie  F. 
Burgess  of  Plymouth. 

June  8.  Isaac  W.  Brown  of  Wareham  and  Ida  May  Ray- 
mond of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Wareham. 

June  9.  James  Mesroll  and  Alfretta  Freeman,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  14.  Patrick  J.  O'Brien  and  Catherine  M.  Murphy,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

June  15.  Henry  P.  Steidle  and  Mary  L.  Eaton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  16.  James  Arthur  Banks  and  Jerusha  A.  Swift,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  16.    Winthrop   Brown   of   Belmont  and   Arethusa  G. 

Hayden  of  Plymouth. 
June  18.    Josiah  A.  Blades  and  Margaret  E.  Lovell,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

June  18.  Philip  Schreider  and  Margaret  Klaus,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  6.  George  E.  Freeman  of  Plymouth  and  Lucia  C.  Cobb 
of  Kingston.    Married  in  Middleboro. 

July  7.1  Charles  A.  Morse  of  Plymouth  and  Alice  M.  Parker 
of  Wareham. 
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July  31.  Charles  A.  Dunham  and  Hattie  M.  Godfrey,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  13.    Louis  Picard  and  Mary  J.  Pouri,  both  of  Plymouth. 

Aug.  13.    Nicholas  Feilen  and  Olive  L.  Grover,  both  of  Halifax 

Aug.  16.  Hiram  H.  Clark  of  Plympton  and  Hannah  M.  Night- 
ingale of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 

Aug.  25.  William  T.  Eobbins  and  Martha  A.  Trimble,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  30.  Theosold  Bealieu  and  Louisa  Donome,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  31.    George  W.  Otis  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  Mary  E. 

Torrance  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Sept.    3.    Charles  F.  Schroeter  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  E. 

Sylvester  of  Deer  Isle,  Me. 
Sept.    6.    George  W.  Marshall  and  Emma  J.  Murry,  both  of 

Boston. 

Sept.  10.  Herbert  W.  Sears  and  Ida  J.  Harlow,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.  13.  Charles  McAskell  and  Jessie  E.  McKay,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.  22.  Arthur  L.  Briggs  of  Plymouth  and  Ida  F.  Tibbetts 
of  Amesbury.    Married  in  Methuen. 

Sept.  22.    Gardner  L.  Bradford  of  Plymouth  and  Lillian  P. 

Barrows  of  Fall  River.    Married  in  Fall  River. 

Sept.  29.  John  M.  Tynan  of  Milford  and  Winifred  A.  Morse 
of  Plymouth. 

Sept.  29.  Thomas  Swan  and  Mary  E.  Schade,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  5.  Albert  Pratt  and  Nellie  C.  Studley,  both  of  Hallo- 
well,  Me. 

Oct.  13.  Consider  H.  Fisher  and  Sarah  E.  Swift,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.  22.  Melville  M.  Whitney  of  Weymouth  and  Annie  I. 
Perkins  of  Plymouth. 
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Oct.  26.  *  Frank  Whiting  and  Sarah  E.  Manter,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Oct.    27.    Arthur  A.  Sampson  of  Kingston  and  Isabelle  S. 

Leonard  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.    27.    Timothy  J.  O'Brien  and  Agnes  C.  White,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Oct.   28.    John  F.  Simmons  of  Plymouth  and  Lottie  C.  Earl 

of  Boston.    Married  in  Boston. 
Nov.    2.    Kufus  H.  Kaymond  of  Middleboro  and  Lillie  J. 

Caswell  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Middleboro. 
Nov.    3.    Nathaniel  Beeves  Jackson  and  Hannah  M.  Brown, 

both  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.  19.    Edwin  G.  Loring  of  Kingston  and  Sarah  F.  Towns 

of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  23.  Andrew  J.  Carr  and  Mary  A.  Cassidy,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  24.    Edward  T.  Bates  and  Lillie  B.  Kendrick,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  24.    Albert  R.  Bobbins  and  Jennie  F.  Pierce,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  24.    William  E.  Hodgson  of  Plymouth  and  Alice  M. 

Sampson  of  Baltimore. 
Nov.  26.    John  O'Connell  of  Plymouth  and  Alice  Crocheron 

of  Boston.    Married  in  Boston. 
Nov.  29.    John  K.  Monks  and  Marietta  Longendyke,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Dec.  8.  George  H.  Burgess  and  Barbara  Schaich,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  8.  George  A.  Collins  and  Isabella  M.  Weber,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  South  Framingham. 

Dec.  13.  Edwin  F.  Vinal  and  Alice  G.  Bradford,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  17.  Edgar  W.  Washburn  and  Hattie  A.  Sears,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Dec.  22.  Harry  B.  Loring  of  Duxbury  and  Bessie  H.  Leach 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  23.    Isaac   Dickerman  and  Rosana   Bumpus,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  24.  Heury  L.  Pratt  of  Plymouth  and  Myrtle  L.  Sherman 
of  Carver.    Married  in  Middleboro. 

Dec.   27.    Louis  D.  Rogers  of  East  Harwich  and  Annie  M. 

Pierson  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Harwich. 

Dec.  31.  William  W.  Lewis  and  Hatde  M.  Dunham,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December 


31,  1887  : 

BIRTHS. 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1887   164 

Males      102 

Females   62 

The  parentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows  : 

Both  parents  American   94 

Both  parents  born  in  Germany   12 

"          "           British  Provinces   11 

"          "           Ireland   5 

Italy  ,   3 

"          "           Sweden      1 

"          "           Western  Islands     1 

Mixed,  one  American   26 

Mixed,  other  nationalities   7 

Unknown     4 


MARRIAGES. 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1887   73 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States    54 

"          "          British  Provinces    4 

"          "           Germany   3 

Mixed,  one  American       8 

Mixed,  other  nationalties     4 
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DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  1887,  165, — 35 
of  which  occurred  out  of  town,  burial  taking  place  in  Plymouth. 


Females   83 

Males   82 

Born  in  United  States   144 

"    Ireland   8 

"    British  Provinces   3 

"    England   2 

"    Germany   2 

"    South  America   1 

,£    Scotland   ...    1 

"    Holland   ...  1 

"    Italy   1 

Birthplace  unknown     2 


CURTIS  DAVIE,  Town  Clerk 


13 


99 


COPY  OF  ARTICLES  IN  THE  WARRANT 

FOR  THE  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING,  TO  BE  HELD 
IN  ODD  FELLOWS'  HALL,  AT  8.30  O'CLOCK  IN 
THE  FORENOON  OF  M ARCH  5,  1887. 


Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and  com- 
mittees of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  The  following  officers  will,  in  accordance  with  a  vote 
of  the  Town,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  be  voted  for  on  one 
ballot,  to  wit :  Selectmen,  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Assessors, 
Constables,  Collector  of  Taxes,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Water 
Commissioners,  School  Committee,  Board  of  Health,  Committee 
on  Agawam  and  Half-Way  Pond  Fishery. 

Art.  4.  To  accept  and  revise  a  list  of  Jurors  prepared  by  the 
Selectmen. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes,  and  for  disbursements  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  laws  relating  to  State  aid,  and  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Town  after  January  1,  1889. 
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Art.  6.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  raise  such 
sums  of  money  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  $125 
to  defray  the  expenses  on  Decoration  Day. 

Art.  8.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  Town?  Yote  to  be  by  separate  ballot,  "yes"  or 
"no,"  in  answer  to  the  question. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  choose  a  Superintendent  for 
Cbiltonville  Burial  Ground,  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
same. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to 
prosecute,  compromise  or  defend,  any  claim  or  suit  within  the 
Commonwealth,  in  the  name  of  the  Town. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  one  thousand 
dollars  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Sub-Primary  School-house  on 
Oak  Street,  and  the  Grammar  School-house  at  Chitonville,  as 
recommended  by  the  School  Committee. 

Art.  12.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  aid  of  the 
Public  Library. 

Art  13.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take,  on  the  order 
of  the  County  Commissioners,  to  widen  and  change  the  grade  of 
the  road  at  the  north  part  of  the  Town. 

Art.  1-1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  En- 
gineers of  the  Fire  Department  to  purchase  a  steam  fire  engine 
and  500  feet  of  hose,  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,300  to  pay 
for  the  same. 

Art.  15.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  relation 
to  furnishing  horses  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  and  Water  Depart- 
ments, and  secure  suitable  accommodations  therefor. 
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Art.  16.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  Water  Commissioners. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the  School  Com- 
mittee, together  with  the  Selectmen,  to  procure  and  report  to 
the  Town,  plans  and  estimates,  and  a  suitable  location,  for  a 
new  High  School  Building,  and  make  such  appropriations  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  vote  of  the  Town  into  effect. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  laying  out  of  the 
extension  of  Vernon  Street  and  Highland  Place,  as  made  by 
the  Selectmen. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


School  Committee 


 AND  


Superintendent  of  Schools 


TOWN   OF  PLYMOUTH 


■FOR- 


188?. 


PLYMOUTH : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1888. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


TERM  EXPIRES. 

CHARLES  0.  CHURCHILL,  .  .  .  1890 
ELIZABETH  THURBER,  .  .  .  .1890 
CHARLES  I.  LITCHFIELD,        .       .       .  1889 

JAMES  MILLAR,  1889 

FREDERICK  N.  KNAPP,  ....  1888 
WILLIAM  T.  DAYIS,  1888 


Chairman— FREDERICK  N.  KNAPP. 
Secretary— ELIZABETH  THURBER. 
Superintendent  of  Schools — CHARLES  BURTON. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1887. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Town  in  1887,  an  appro- 
priation was  made  : 

For  the  support  of  schools  and  for  books  and 

supplies  of  $23,800  00 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  School  De- 
partment has  had  placed  to  its  credit  the  fol- 
lowing items  : 

Undrawn  balance  of  1886  .   239  78 

School  fund  from  the  State   82  85 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  lot  on  Summer  Street...        100  00 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  two  out-houses..   10  00 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  old  stoves   9  68 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  coal  at  Chilton ville   5  00 

Income  of  the  Murdock  fund   18  25 

Appropriation  for  evening  school   300  00 

Total  credits  $24,565  56 
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The  amount  of  bills  paid  during  the  year  has  been — 

For  schools,  books  and  supplies  $23,638  84 

For  evening  school   38  77 


Total  expenditures  $23,677  61 

Leaving  the  following  undrawn  balances — 

On  account  of  schools,  books  and  supplies.  .  .  $626  72 
On  account  of  evening  school   261  23 

Total  undrawn  balance   $887  95 


The  undrawn  balance  belonging  to  the  evening  school 
will  be  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  that  school,  and 
when  the  balance  is  exhausted  the  school  will  close.  The 
undrawn  balance  belonging  to  the  schools  and  books  and 
supplies  will  be  reduced  by  the  payment  of  bills  remain- 
ing unsettled  when  the  accounts  were  made  up,  amount- 
ing to  $216.37.  After  the  payment  of  these  bills,  the 
actual  undrawn  balance  after  the  settlement  of  all  liabil- 
ities, will  be  $410.35,  leaving  the  sum  of  $23,855.21  as 
the  cost  of  maintenance  of  schools,  including  books  and 
supplies. 

The  classified  expenses,  not  including  those  of  the 
evening  school,  have  been  as  follows  : 

For— 

Salaries  of  teachers  $16,467  66 

Repairs  and  room  supplies   1,196  24 
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Books  and  supplies   $1,876  00 

Fuel   901  00 

Janitors   991  66 

Superintendent   1,100  00 

Music  teacher   594  00 

Horse  hire   153  00 

Truant  officers   75  00 

Scholars  at  Clark's  Island  and  the  Gurnet.  .  .  38  57 

Care  of  privies   41  00 

Printing   135  29 

Hall  for  High  School  Exhibition   25  00 

Travelling  expenses   10  00 

Tuning  piano   A  00 

Sundries   30  42 


$23,638  84 


In  explanation  of  the  .credits  for  the  sale  of  a  lot  of 
land  on  Summer  Street,  and  two  out-houses,  amounting 
to  $110,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  Committee,  by 
authority  of  a  vote  of  the  Town,  sold  the  lot  on  which 
the  Oak  Grove  School-house  stood,  and  removed  the 
building  to  the  northerly  part  of  the  school-house  lot  on 
Oak  Street,  selling  the  two  old  out-houses  not  needed  in 
the  new  location.  In  its  new  position  the  building  was 
raised  to  the  height  of  the  other  school-house  on  the  lot, 
underpinned  with  brick,  and  put  in  good  condition  at  an 
expense,  including  the  cost  of  removal,  not  far  exceeding 
the  proceeds  of  sales. 
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The  Committee  recommend  for  the  support  of  schools 
and  the  purchase  of  books  and  supplies,  the  same  appro- 
priation as  that  of  last  year — $23,800.  They  recommend 
in  addition  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Oak  Street  sub-Primary  school-house,  and 
the  Grammar  school-house  at  Chiltonville,  both  of  which 
houses  have  been  out-grown  by  the  number  of  scholars 
they  are  required  to  accommodate. 

This  has  been  a  good  year  with  our  public  schools,  so 
far  as  the  faithfulness  and  efficiency  of  teachers  are 
concerned,  and  the  progress  made  by  a  majority  of  the 
scholars,  such  as  have  been  punctual  in  their  school 
attendance.  But  there  have  been  two  serious  hin- 
drances to  best  results  ;  both  of  these  ought  to  be 
remedied,  and  we  are  sure  that  both  would  be  remedied 
if  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
voters  of  the  Town  on  the  other,  fully  realized  the  condi- 
tion of  things. 

The  first  hindrance  referred  to  is  the  frequent  absence 
of  pupils  in  some  of  the  schools  for  half  days,  or  whole 
days.  Evidently,  parents  allow  children  to  be  detained, 
or  to  remain  at  home  for  very  frivolous  reasons.  Such 
absences  interrupt  the  classes,  impose  large  additional 
work  upon  the  teachers,  and  retard  the  progress  of  the 
pupil.  As  part  of  this  same  existing  evil,  and  akin  to  it, 
we  must  also  note  the  cases  of  truancy  which  we  are 
now  endeavoring  more  efficiently  to  meet.  The  other 
hindrance,  to  which  we  refer,  has  been  the  condition  of 
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two  of  our  school  buildings,  where,  during  the  very  cold 
weather,  it  was  impossible,  as  at  present  provided,  for 
the  rooms  to  be  made  warm  enough  to  make  it  safe  for 
the  pupils  to  remain  in  school. 

This  condition  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  School  building  can 
probably  be  remedied  by  the  introduction  there  of  a 
steam  heating  apparatus,  which  your  Committee  leave  to 
the  action  of  the  Town,  if  they  see  fit  to  order  it  to  be  in- 
troduced. 

This  condition  in  the  High  School  house  can  be  reme- 
died only,  by  as  radical  a  change  as  building  a  new  High 
School  house,  the  need  of  which  has  been  so  long  ac- 
knowledged by  our  community  at  large. 

This  need  becomes  every  year  more  and  more  appar- 
ent, and  the  High  School  can  never  accomplish  its  best 
work,  nor  can  the  best  interests  and  the  rights  of  the 
pupils  be  secured  until  such  reasonable  facilities  for  air, 
light  and  comfort,  as  most  other  towns  of  the  Common- 
wealth provide,  are  offered  to  the  school  children  of 
Plymouth.  This  demand  for  a  new  building  has  been  so 
frequently  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Town,  by  the 
School  Committee,  that  we  do  not  propose  again  to  give 
the  broader  reasons  for  action,  but  we  mention  it  again, 
as  the  subject  has  been  forced  upon  our  attention  by  the 
condition  of  the  rooms  during  the  recent  cold  weather. 

In  order  that  the  Town  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  views  and  acting  on  the  subject,  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  have  requested  the  Select- 
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men  to  insert  the  following  article  in  the  warrant  for  the 
annual  meeting  :  "To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the 
School  Committee  together  with  the  Selectmen  to  pro- 
cure and  report  to  the  Town  plans  and  estimates,  and  a 
suitable  location  for  a  new  High  School  building,  and 
make  such  appropriation  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
the  vote  of  the  Town  into  effect." 

The  provision  for  larger  facilities  for  instruction  in  the 
branches  of  natural  science  in  the  High  School,  has  given 
great  satisfaction.  New  interest  has  been  awakened  in 
the  pupils,  and  some  have  been  led  to  the  study  of  the 
application  of  scientific  principles  to  practical  results,  thus 
showing  the  value  of  such  studies  for  young  men,  who 
are  to  be  concerned  in  business  life.  Instruction  in 
Book-keeping,  recently  made  part  of  the  Grammar  School 
course,  is  meeting  a  real  want  in  the  way  of  preparing 
our  young  men  for  business  ;  those  who  may  not  pursue 
the  High  School  course. 

Among  the  improvements,  for  which  we  think  larger 
provision  should  be  made,  are  facilities  for  extending  in 
our  Primary  Schools,  "  Object  Teaching,"  somewhat  kin- 
dred to  the  methods  of  the  kindergarten  system.  We 
would  not  substitute  this  for  the  present  system,  but  only 
avail  ourselves  of  its  wise  suggestions  and  methods,  so  far 
as  they  can  be  grafted  on  the  existing  organization. 
In  two  or  three  of  our  schools  this  has  already  been 
tried,  with  most  marked  and  gratifying  results,  as 
the  accompaning  report  of  the  Superintendent  will  show 
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more  in  detail.  This  is  one  of  the  subjects  in  connection 
with  common  school  education  which  is  taking  a  promi- 
nent place  with  School  Boards  all  through  the  commu- 
nity, where  the  best  methods  of  education  are  discussed. 
It  is  a  question  of  the  day  ;  one  on  which  not  School  Com- 
mittees only,  but  parents  also,  ought  to  be  informed,  in 
order  that  efficient  and  cordial  co-operation  may  be 
secured.  It  is  based  on  the  reasonable  question  :  Is  our 
present  method  of  dealing  with  children  from  five  to 
eight  years  of  age,  the  very  best  for  awakening  an  inter- 
est in  study  and  forming  those  habits  of  observation  and 
application,  which  they  should  carry  with  them  through 
all  the  higher  grades  of  schools  ?  It  is,  evidently,  a  very 
important  question ;  and  the  fact  that  children  so  far 
''have  got  along  very  well7'  under  the  old  way,  is  no 
evidence  that  other  ways,  better  adapted  to  their  young 
minds,  cannot  be  devised  •  and,  if  they  can  be  devised,  we 
owe  it  to  children  to  secure  such. 

At  a  recent  meeting,  December  27,  of  the  Boston 
School  Board,  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Board,  which  had 
been  appointed  to  ascertain  the  value  of  this  improved 
system  of  instruction  for  young  children,  in  connection 
with  public  schools,  made  a  very  full  report,  showing  its 
advantages  in  such  a  strong  light,  based  on  the  facts  of 
actual  experiment,  as  induced  the  Committee  unanimously 
to  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  engraft  this  upon 
the  system  of  public  school  instruction ;  and  in  other 
places  similar  action  has  been  taken. 

We  recommend  to  all,  the  careful  reading  of  the  more 
extended  and  carefully  prepared  report  of  the  Superin- 
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tendent,  which  accompanies  this  brief  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. It  contains  valuable  suggestions,  and  presents 
subjects  of  thought,  which  have  a  claim  upon  every  per- 
son who  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  school  children 
of  Plymouth. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  N.  KNAPP,  ] 
CHARLES  I.  LITCHFIELD,  | 
WILLIAM  T.  DAVIS,  y  School 

JAMES  MILLAR,  j  Committee. 

ELIZABETH  THURBER,  | 
CHARLES  0.  CHURCHILL,  J 

Plymouth,  Feb.  6,  1888. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Plymouth  : 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  following 
report  on  the  condition  and  welfare  of  our  public  schools  : 

In  looking  back  upon  the  last  few  years,  a  very  marked 
improvement  is  visible  in  the  modes  of  instruction,  and 
in  the  corresponding  intelligence  of  the  pupils.  The 
routine  method  is  in  a  great  degree  superceded  by  fresh 
and  original  teaching,  and  scholars  feel  the  life  infused  by 
earnest  and  progressive  teachers.  The  traditional  con- 
servatism that  prevailed  in  former  times  in  regard  to  the 
relative  importance  of  studies  and  methods  of  teaching 
them,  has  given  place,  in  an  encouraging  degree,  to  freer 
and  more  spontaneous  treatment  on  the  part  of  both 
teachers  and  pupils.  Mere  memorizing  is  severely  dis- 
couraged, and  scholars  are  induced  to  think  and  reason 
upon  the  subjects  to  which  their  school  life  is  devoted, 
and  to  apply  the  knowledge  thus  gained  to  the  objects 
and  pursuits  of  daily  life.  In  this,  much  aid  is  obtained 
from  the  supplementary  reading  with  which  the  schools 
are  quite  liberally  supplied.  In  view  of  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  path  of  progression,  we  may  hope 
that  the  future  will  bring  about  still  more  radical  and 
beneficial  changes. 

15 
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ATTENDANCE. 

A  great  hindrance  to  the  good  which  children  might 
obtain  at  school  is  irregular  attendance.  A  few  irregular 
members  break  up  the  interest  of  the  whole  class  to  which 
they  belong,  and  the  efforts  of  parents  and  teachers 
should  be  directed  to  the  prevention  of  this  great  evil. 
It  is  hoped  that  by  the  new  order  of  examinations,  in 
which  punctuality  in  attendance  will  increase  the  rank  of 
the  scholar,  some  reform  in  this  respect  may  be  secured. 

Truancy  is  not  frequent ;  but  there  are  still  cases  that 
require  the  intervention  of  the  truant  officer.  This 
office,  recently  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late 
Capt.  Henry  Whiting,  who  served  for  several  years  with 
firmness  and  moderation,  has  been  wisely  filled  by  the 
Committee  in  the  election  of  Capt.  Joseph  Hunting,  from 
whose  well-known  faithfulness  and  efficiency,  good  results 
are  expected. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 
The  laws  enacted  by  our  legislature,  requiring  Physi- 
ology and  Hygiene  to  be  taught  in  our  schools,  have  been 
for  the  last  two  years  complied  with.  The  clause  that 
requires  that  in  both  divisions  of  the  subject  "special 
instruction  shall  be  given  as  to  the  effects  of  alcoholic 
drinks,  stimulants  and  narcotics,  upon  the  human  system,'' 
has  received  attention.  But  mere  book  study  of  Physi- 
ology will  give  small  knowledge  of  the  science.  The 
teacher  should  possess  the  power  to  give  oral  instruction, 
and  illustrate  the  points  that  will  excite  and  interest  the 
attention  of  the  pupils.  Much  can  be  done  orally  in  the 
lower  grades  of  the  schools.    Even  the  youngest  pupils 
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will  be  interested  in  such  topics  as  the  eye,  the  ear,  the 
tongue,  the  teeth,  and  the  adaptations  of  these  various 
organs  of  the  body  to  the  needs  which  they  supply.  The 
circulation  of  the  blood,  respiration  and  digestion,  may 
also  be  treated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  highly  interest- 
ing and  beneficial  to  the  young;  and  formal  lectures  with 
the  aid  of  the  excellent  Physiological  charts  which  are  at 
present  obtainable,  would  be  conducive,  and,  indeed,  are 
really  necessary,  to  bring  these  subjects  to  the  clear  and 
intelligent  understanding  of  scholars.  To  combine  with 
such  instruction  the  knowledge  of  such  facts  in  regard  to 
the  effects  of  alcohol  upon  the  human  system  as  will  be 
appreciable  by  children  and  young  people,  will  naturally 
have  a  vast  influence  in  exciting  such  a  dread  of  intem- 
perance in  the  rising  generation,  as  will  lead  to  the  pro- 
motion of  good  morals,  the  progress  of  good  government, 
and  the  security  of  happy  homes. 

MUSIC. 

The  same  attention  has  been  given  to  Music  as  in  the 
past  few  years,  somewhat  interrupted  in  the  last  year  by 
the  enforced  absence  of  the  teacher,  Mr.  Leonard,  from 
his  duties  for  a  few  weeks.  Still,  the  schools  have  made 
commendable  progress. 

It  is  altogether  unnecessary,  in  such  a  community  as 
ours,  to  go  into  any  argument  in  favor  of  the  study  and 
practice  of  music  in  our  schools.  Its  aid  in  discipline, 
and  its  influence  on  the  emotional  nature  of  children  in 
the  promotion  of  cheerfulness  and  good  feeling,  are  good 
reasons  why  it  should  be  accorded  the  importance  that 
there  belongs  to  it.    But  we  should  do  well  to  consider 
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the  refinement  and  pleasure  that  it  brings  to  the  homes 
of  these  children  who  are  receiving  a  good  musical  train- 
ing in  the  schools.  The  love  which  the  young  people  of 
Plymouth  evince,  after  they  have  left  school,  for  the 
science  of  music,  as  shown  by  the  proficiency  attained  by 
many  of  them  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  has 
undoubtedly,  in  great  part,  its  origin  in  the  taste  acquired 
at  school ;  and  as  it  affords  a  pleasure  which  will  not  wear 
out,  but  will  increase  as  the  years  go  on,  we  may  well 
rejoice  that  the  wisdom  of  our  School  Committee  has 
placed  instruction  in  Music  on  a  sure  basis,  by  employing 
a  well  qualified  teacher  in  this  important  department. 

DRAWING. 

Although  we  have  never  yet  employed  a  special  teacher 
of  Drawing  in  our  schools,  the  subject  has  received  con- 
siderable attention  from  the  regular  teachers  of  the  Pri- 
mary, Intermediate  and  Grammar  grades,  and  good  work 
has  been  done.  It  is  universally  allowed  that  Drawing  is 
of  great  value  as  a  means  of  culture,  and  that  the  power 
to  draw  well  is  the  opening  door  to  many  lucrative 
employments. 

The  importance  of  this  branch  of  school  occupation 
being  conceded,  it  would  seem  that  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  afford  the  best  instruction  in  it  within  our  means, 
to  the  children  in  our  schools.  To  this  end  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  a  professional  teacher  should  be  employed 
to  instruct,  at  stated  intervals,  the  regular  teachers  of 
our  schools,  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  scientific 
drawing. 
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PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 
The  attention  of  the  Committee  is  especially  called  to 
the  important  topic  of  Primary  schools.  It  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  say  that  they  are  at  present  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition.  They  are  fortunate  in  possessing 
a  corps  of  teachers  that  are  earnest  and  active  in  their 
work,  and  are  ever  ready  to  adopt  such  improved  methods 
of  instruction  as  the  present  day  is  rapidly  developing. 
The  teachers  of  the  sub-Primaries  have  for  some  time 
successfully  combined  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
Kindergarten  system  with  the  customary  school  work, 
with  much  pleasure  and  benefit  to  the  little  ones.  This 
success  is  particularly  gratifying,  as  it  is  an  object  which 
we  have  been  anxious  to  attain,  and  for  which  we  are 
indebted,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  aptness  and  enthus- 
iasm of  these  teachers.  The  Kindergarten  system,  which 
is  founded  on  scientific  principles,  is  a  good  beginning 
for  the  progressive  course  of  scientific  study  which 
should  be  followed  through  all  the  school  grades.  Then, 
when  scholars  reach  the  High  School,  and  are  expected 
to  take  advanced  views  of  scientific  subjects,  and  to  use 
books  often  so  difficult  to  them,  they  will  be  better  pre- 
pared, by  their  previous  discipline,  to  enter  with  readier 
appreciation  upon  the  harder  work  required  of  them. 

The  Intermediate  Schools,  the  links  between  the  Pri- 
mary and  the  Grammar  Schools,  pursue  the  same  studies, 
though  of  a  more  advanced  character  and  on  the  same 
principles  that  form  the  basis  of  the  Primary  School 
instruction ;  and  thus,  under  the  care  of  the  present 
judicious  teachers,  the  children  are,  step  by  step,  prepared 
for  entrance  into  the  Grammar  Schools. 
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GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  Grammar  Schools  has,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  reached  a  good  degree  of  excellence. 
Experienced  and  efficient  teachers  have  now  the  charge 
of  these  schools,  and  they  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  con- 
dition. 

The  study  of  Book-keeping  has  been  received  with 
much  approval  by  both  parents  and  scholars,  and  its 
benefits  are  apparent  to  all.  It  has  taken  the  time  form- 
erly devoted  to  Penmanship,  and  has  effected  much 
improvement  in  this  branch.  Scholars  are  taught  Book- 
keeping by  single  entry,  and  are  required  to  put  down 
all  their  work  with  neatness  and  precision,  and  are  thus 
prepared  to  enter  with  some  intelligence  upon  a  business 
life.  And  when  to  this  is  added  the  year  in  the  High  School, 
in  which  more  advanced  treatment  of  this  branch  is  given 
by  a  thoroughly  competent  teacher,  it  would  seem  that 
ample  facilities  are  afforded  in  our  school  course  to  those 
who  would  acquire  a  wider  practical  knowledge  of  mer- 
cantile transactions. 

The  study  of  Geography  has  been  pursued  in  a  some- 
what different  manner  from  that  usually  practised,  requir- 
ing more  research  and  investigation  on  the  part  of  the 
pupil,  and  more  illustration  and  wider  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher.  Free  conversation  on  the  topics  of 
the  lessons  is  allowed,  and  scholars  are  encouraged  to 
use  the  resources  of  the  Public  Library  for  books  of 
reference  giving  information  on  the  subjects  studied.  It 
is  very  desirable  that  the  teachers'  tables  should  be  sup- 


17 


plied  with  books  that  will  aid  the  scholars  in  their 
inquiries. 

Another  important  addition  to  the  Grammar  School 
course  is  the  study  of  "Elementary  Steps  in  Science," 
written  by  the  French  scientist,  Paul  Bert.  It  contains  a 
concise  natural  history  of  minerals,  plants  and  animals, 
and  a  simple  treatise  on  Physiology,  Physics  and  Chem- 
istry. The  style  of  the  book  is  conversational,  and  the 
subjects  are  presented  in  an  easy  and  natural  manner, 
adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  children  of  ten  or 
twelve  years  of  age.  The  study  of  these  subjects,  for 
which  they  have  been  gradually  prepared  by  their  in- 
struction in  the  Primary  and  Intermediate  schools,  will, 
under  the  more  advanced  studies  of  the  High  School,  be- 
come easier  and  more  appreciable  by  them  ;  and  should 
their  school  life  end  with  their  graduation  from  the 
Grammar  School,  they  will  be  furnished  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  first  principles  of  natural  science,  which  will 
be  the  best  outfit  that  we  can  give  them  for  practical  use- 
fulness and  success  in  the  world. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  the  general  condition 
of  the  High  School  as  very  gratifying.  The  discipline  is 
as  perfect  as  could  be  desired,  and  a  bright  and  cheerful 
spirit  prevades  the  school.  The  teachers  are  active  and 
enthusiastic  in  their  work,  and  the  interests  of  the  school 
are  prospering  under  their  care. 

The  programme  of  studies  is  essentially  the  same  as  in 
years  past  and  very  little  change  can  be  suggested,  ex- 
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cept  in  regard  to  the  time  given  to  the  study  of  History, 
which  does  not  seem  sufficient  to  cover  the  broad  field, 
which  that  department  requires.  This  study,  more  than 
any  other  in  our  prescribed  course,  is  calculated  to  fit  the 
scholar  for  the  duties  of  the  citizen,  by  making  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  causes  that  affect  the  prosperity  of  a 
people,  and  by  bringing  before  him  the  lives  of  eminent 
statesmen  and  patriots. 

The  subject  of  Chemistry  has  received  unusual  attention 
during  the  last  year.  Miss  Briggs,  the  teacher  who  had 
charge  of  that  subject  for  the  last  three  years,  resigned 
her  position  last  July,  much  to  the  regret  of  her  pupils, 
and  of  all  interested  in  that  department  of  study.  Miss 
Merrow,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  was  elected  to 
take  her  place,  and  the  Committee  is  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing the  services  of  so  able  a  teacher.  She  had.  in  her 
educational  course,  devoted  herself  almost  exclusively  to 
Science,  with  special  reference  to  the  subjects  of  Chemis- 
try and  Physics,  and  by  her  earnestness  and  industry, 
proves  herself  well  fitted  for  the  work. 

Heretofore,  this  department  has  labored  under  great 
disadvantages  for  the  want  of  suitable  apparatus  for  the 
illustration  of  the  subjects  presented.  In  the  study  of 
Chemistry,  in  particular,  the  aid  of  a  laboratory  in  indis- 
pensable. During  the  last  year  we  have  been  furnished 
with  one,  ample  for  all  our  needs.  Water  and  gas  have 
been  supplied,  and  a  table  furnished,  capable  of  accom- 
modating twenty  scholars  at  their  work  at  one  time. 
These  subjects  can  now  be  taught  in  our  High  School  in 
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such  a  manner  as  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  modern 
science. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  facts  that  this  school  is  sup- 
plied with  a  corps  of  able  teachers,  and  a  course  of  study- 
that  outlines  a  liberal  education  for  the  youth  of  our 
Town,  there  is  still  the  drawback  of  an  old,  unattractive, 
and  inconvenient  building,  that  must  repel  rather  than 
attract  pupils  to  its  walls. 

Enough  has  been  said  in  previous  reports  of  its  various 
disadvantages  to  the  health,  comfort,  and  improvement 
of  the  scholars.  The  teachers  are  consequently  much 
hindered  in  their  work  by  the  irregularities  in  attend- 
ance, caused  by  the  fear  of  careful  parents  to  expose 
their  children  to  the  risks  to  health,  which  cannot  be 
avoided  in  so  dilapidated  a  building,  and  originally  con- 
structed without  any  design  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
is  used. 

It  is  believed  that  the  public  voice  would  heartily 
approve  a  renewed  action  of  the  Committee  in  an  effort 
to  replace  this  old  structure  by  one  worthy  of  our  Town, 
and  suited  to  its  imperative  needs. 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  OUTLYING  DISTRICTS. 

The  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  of  South  Pond, 
Long  Pond  and  Cedar ville  are  generally  in  a  prosperous 
state.  They  are  all  supplied  with  competent  teachers, 
and  are  doing  good  work  in  their  particular  branches  of 
study. 
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A  school  has  lately  been  opened  at  Ellisville,  and  the 
selection  of  the  new  teacher,  Miss  Addie  H.  Blackmer, 
has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

Chiltonville  and  South  Plymouth  schools  are  as  per- 
fectly graded  as  the  scattered  state  of  the  population  will 
admit  into  the  two  divisions,  Primary  and  Grammar,  and 
in  both  districts,  the  schools  are  well  taught.  Chilton- 
ville sends  a  good  number  of  well  prepared  scholars  to 
the  High  School. 

NEW  ORDER  OF  EXAMINATIONS. 
The  method  of  examination  hitherto  practiced  in  our 
schools  has  been  unsatisfactory  in  various  ways.  It  has 
required  too  much  labor  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  pro- 
duced too  much  nervous  exertion  on  the  part  of  the 
scholar  at  fixed  periods,  and  excited  little  rivalries  in 
the  school-room  which  ought  to  be  discouraged  as  much 
as  possible. 

The  following  arrangement  of  the  work  seems  to 
reduce  these  evils  to  a  minimum,  and  has  been  received 
with  much  favor  by  the  teachers. 

All  schools  below  the  High  School  are  to  be  divided 
into  two  sections,  —  the  first  section  to  consist  of  those 
scholars  who  may  be  considered  able  to  complete  the 
course  of  the  school  during  the  year  ;  all  other  scholars 
to  be  placed  in  the  second  section.  The  first  section  is  to 
be  divided  into  two  classes,  —  the  first  class  to  consist  of 
those  scholars  who,  on  account  of  the  excellence  of  their 
monthly  report  in  behavior,  attendance  and  scholarship 
have  been  excused  from  further  examination  for  pro- 
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motion  at  the  end  of  the  year,  provided  they  retain  their 
position  in  the  first  class,  six  out  of  the  ten  months  of 
the  school-year. 

There  will  be  a  written  examination  at  the  end  of 
each  term,  with  questions  prepared  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, for  the  scholars  of  the  first  section  who  are  not 
in  the  first  class. 

At  the  end  of  each  month,  teachers  are  to  determine, 
by  their  own  examination,  who  are  to  retain  their 
position  in  the  first  class,  and  who  are  to  be  promoted  to 
it.  Instead  of  numbers,  these  descriptive  terms  are 
to  be  used  in  reporting  the  standing  of  scholars : 
Excellent,  Good,  Fair,  Poor,  Bad.  An  average  of  11  Good'' 
in  behavior,  attendance  and  scholarship  shall  entitle  a 
scholar  to  a  place  in  the  first  class. 

In  the  Grammar  Schools,  scholars  are  to  be  examined 
in  Written  and  Mental  Arithmetic,  Grammar,  History, 
Composition,  and  Spelling. 

In  the  Third  and  Second  Grade  Schools,  scholars  are 
to  be  examined  in  Written  and  Mental  Arithmetic, 
Geography,  Spelling,  and  Composition. 

In  the  Primary  Schools,  scholars  are  to  be  examined 
in  the  four  elementary  rules  in  Written  Arithmetic, 
Mental  Arithmetic,  Reading,  Spelling,  and  Composition. 

EVENING  SCHOOL. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Town,  an  evening 
school  was  opened  in  October  last  for  the  instruction  of 
those  young  persons  whose  daily  employments  do  not 
permit  them  to  devote  any  other  time  than  the  evening 
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to  intellectual  improvement.  The  appropriation  for  this 
purpose  was  very  small,  not  more  than  enough  to  pay 
for  the  instruction  of  the  school  for  some  twenty  weeks, 
with  no  provision  for  the  rent  of  rooms.  Application 
was  therefore  made  to  the  Selectmen  for  use  of  rooms 
in  the  Town  House,  which  was  freely  granted.  These 
were  furnished  in  the  simplest  and  cheapest  manner, 
and  two  very  competent  teachers  from  the  Grammar 
Schools,  Mr.  C.  F.  Cole  and  Mr.  E.  E.  Sherman,  were 
employed  to  take  charge  of  the  instruction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  school.  The  attendance  has  been  necessarily 
irregular,  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather  and 
the  impossibility  of  heating  the  rooms  to  a  comfortable 
temperature.  At  first  the  number  of  applicants  for 
admission  was  larger  than  could  be  accommodated  ;  but 
at  the  present  time  the  school  consists  of  about  forty 
scholars,  as  large  a  number  as  can  profitably  be  taught 
by  two  teachers.  Fifteen  of  these  are  foreigners,  under 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  who,  according  to  a  late  statute 
of  the  state,  are  not  permitted  to  work  in  its  manu- 
factories until  they  have  obtained  sufficient  knowledge 
of  English  to  enable  them  to  speak  and  write  it.  As 
this  requirement  renders  it  necessary  for  us  to  maintain 
an  evening  school,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  appropriate  a  more  liberal  sum  to  its  support  and 
improvement. 

The  studies  pursued  are  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic, 
and  Book-keeping.  For  this  last  named  study  there  is 
much  desire  among  the  scholars. 
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I  would  in  this  place  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
constant  courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  Committee  in  all 
my  transactions  with  them  in  the  complicated  interests 
of  the  schools  ;  and,  in  conclusion,  it  is  but  just  to  say 
that  whatever  of  improvement  or  of  excellence  the 
schools  have  attained,  is  in  a  great  proportion  due  to 
the  ready  and  energetic  co-operation  of  the  teachers  in 
whatever  measures  have  been  proposed  in  the  way  of 
educational  progress  and  reform. 

CHARLES  BURTON. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  High  School  pupils  were  not  absent  during 
school-year,  from  September  13,  1886,  to  July  1,  1887 : 

Mary  V.  Bennett,  George  V.  Bennett, 

Emma  D.  Hathaway,  Alphonso  Gibbs, 

Mary  W.  Klingenhagen,  Frank  C.  Holmes, 

Nellie  F.  Pope,  Isaac  T.  Holmes, 

Lizzie  H.  Sampson,  Harold  Mott  Smith, 

Bessie  A.  Townsend,  Walter  G.  Smith. 
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Lydia  A.  Sampson, 

280 

31 

23 

18 

17 

South  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Addie  E.  Thrasher, 

300 

17 

14 

14 

17 

Long  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Nellie  F.  Pierce, 

280 

17 

14 

13 

2 

12 

Cedarville, 

Ungraded, 

Hepsie  E.  Pierce, 

360 

23 

19 

18 

1 

13 
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Grammar  Schools.— Order  of  Exercises. 


TIME. 

MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

THURSDAY. 

FRIDAY. 

A.  M. 

9.00-9.10, 

9.10-10.10, 
10.00-10.30 

10.45-12.00 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Writ.  Arith., 
Ment.  Arith., 
Recess, 
U.S.History, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Writ.  Arith., 
Ment.  Arith., 
Recess. 
U.S.History, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Writ.  Arith., 
Ment.  Arith., 
Recess, 
U.S.History, 

Opening 

Exercises 
Writ.  Arith.. 
Ment.  Arith., 
Recess, 
U.S.History. 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Book-keeping 
Book-keeping 
Recess, 
Drawing, 

P.  M. 
2.00-2.45, 

2.45-3.30, 

3.45-4.00, 
4.00-4.30, 

Elementary 

Science, 
Grammar, 
Recess, 
Spelling, 
Study. 

Reading, 

Grammar, 
Recess, 
Spelling, 
Study. 

Elementary 

Science, 
Grammar, 
Recess, 
Spelling, 
Study. 

Reading, 

Grammar, 
Recess, 
Spelling, 
Study. 

Composition, 

Composition, 
Recess, 

Reading  of 
Compositions 

and 
Declamations 

Music  twice  a  week. 

Elementary  Science  includes  lessons  in  Physiology,  Physical  Geography, 
Botany,  Zoology,  Physics  and  Chemistry. 


Intermediate  Schools.— Order  of  Exercises. 


TIME. 

MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

THURSDAY. 

FRIDAY. 

A.  M. 

9.00-9.10, 

9.10-9.30, 

9.30-10.00, 

10.00-10.20, 

10.20-10.30, 
10.30-10.50, 
10.50-11.00, 

11.00-11.30, 
11.30-12.00, 

P.  M. 

2.00-2  40, 
2.40-3  00, 
3.00-3.15, 

3.15-3.30, 
3.30-4.00, 

4.00-4.30, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling, 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 

Language 
Lessons,  or 

Physiology, 
Reading. 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling, 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Drawing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 

Language 
Lessons,  or 

Physiology, 
Reading. 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Spelling, 
Arithmetic, 
Gymnastics, 

Music, 

Recess, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 

Language 
Lessons,  or 

Physiology, 
Reading. 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling, 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling. 
Geography^ 
Arithmetic, 

Drawing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 

Language 
Lessons,  or 

Physiology. 
Reading. 

General 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Written 

Spelling, 
Gymnastics, 
Recess, 
Correcting 

Spelling, 
Geography, 
Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Mental, 

Correcting 

Spelling, 
Recess, 

General 
Exercises. 
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Primary  Schools.— Order  of  Exercises. 


TIME. 

MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

THURSDAY. 

FRIDAY. 

A.  M. 

9.00-9.10, 

9.10-9.20. 
9.20-9.40, 

9.40-10.00, 

io.OO- 10.05, 
10.05-10.15, 

10.15-10  30, 
10.30-10.50, 
10.50-11.10, 
11  10-11  40 
11.40-12  00, 

P.  M. 

2.00-2.05, 
2.05-2.20, 
2.20-2  40, 

2.40-3.00, 

3.00-3  15, 

3.15-3.30, 
3.30-3.50, 
3.50-4.10, 

4.10-4.30, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Phonics, 
1st  Geog., 
2d  Arith., 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
G}mnastics, 
Correcting 
Arithmetic, 
Singing, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 

S  n  p  1 1  i  n  o* 

Language 
Lessons, 

Singing, 
Drawing, 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Arith., 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Study, 
Spelling, 
Spelling, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Drawing, 
1st  Geog., 
2d  Arith., 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
Gymnastics, 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 
Singing, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 

Language 
Lessons, 

Singing, 
Drawing, 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Arith., 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Study, 
Spelling, 
Spelling. 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Phonics, 
1st  Geog., 
2d  Arith., 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
Gymnastics, 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 
Ment.  Arith., 
Recess, 
Singing, 

Snpl  1  i  n  or 

Language 
Lessons, 

Singing, 
Drawing, 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Arith., 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith  , 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Study, 
Spelling, 
Spelling. 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Drawing, 
1st  Geog., 
2d  Arith., 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
Gymnastics, 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 
Singiug, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 

Knplli  n  o* 

Language 
Lessons, 

Singing, 
Drawing, 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Arith., 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Study, 
Spelling, 
Spelling. 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Phonics, 
1st  Geog., 
2d  Arith., 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
Gymnastics, 
Correcting 

Arithmetic, 

Singing, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 

S  n  P 1  i  1  Tl  O" 

Language 
Lessons, 

Singing, 
Drawing, 
1st  Arith., 
2d  Reading, 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Arith., 
Correcting 
Arithmei  ic, 
Recess, 
Ment.  Arith., 
1st  Reading, 
2d  Study, 
Spelling, 
Readings, 
Recitations. 

PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


^GRADUATION  EXERCISES** 

 OF  THE  

CLASS  OF  3873 

Davis  Hall,  Thursday  Evening,  June  30,  1887, 

AT   ?.30  O'CJLOCK. 
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PEOGRAMME. 


PART  I. 

SALUTATORY,  Susan  E.  Bowditch. 

SINGING  :  "  Music  of  the  Morning,"  -  -  -  -  School. 
ESSAY  :  The  Power  of  Habit,  -  -  Harrison  N.  Burgess. 
ESSAY  :  Duties  to  our  Teachers  and  Ourselves,  Mary  V.  Bennett. 
PIANO  DUETT  :  "La  Chasse  au  Lion,"  -  -  -  Kadling. 
Misses  Bartlett  and  Hathaway. 

ESSAY :  Earthquakes,  Lyman  Ward. 

ESSAY  :  Newspapers,   -  Emma  D.  Hathaway. 

ESSAY :  Plymouth  Banks,        -  Clarence  C.  Sherman. 

SINGING:  -'Three  Little  Mice,"  -  Girls'  Voices. 

ESSAY  :  The  Influence  of  the  Individual  upon  Society, 

James  Spooner. 

ESSAY :  Our  Navy,       -  James  W.  Blackmer. 

ESSAY  :  Voices  of  the  Past,  -  -  -  Teresa  A.  Rogan. 
SINGING:  The  Heavens  are  Telling,"    -  Haydn. 

School. 
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PEOGEAMME. 


part  n. 

VIOLIN  SOLO:  "Rigoletto,"  Verdi. 

Lillian  G.  Eddy. 

ESSAY :  A  Familiar  Scene,       -  Mary  E.  Bartlett. 

ESSAY  :  The  King's  Jester,  -  Susan  E.  Bowditch. 

SINGING:  "Tally  Ho,"  Girls'  Voices. 

ESSAY  :  The  Use  of  Tobacco,       -       -       -   Edward  C.  Morey. 

ESSAY  :  Scenes  from  "  William  Tell,"     Mary  W.  Klingenhagen. 

SINGING  :  "  List !  the  Trumpet's  Thrilling  Sound," 

Arranged  from  Meyerbeer. 

School. 

CLASS  PROPHECY,  Frank  C  Holmes. 

SINGING  :  ' '  Good  Night, "  School. 

VALEDICTORY,    -  Lillian  G.  Eddy. 

SINGING  OF  CLASS  SONG,  -  Class  of  '87. 


PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS. 
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CLASS  OF  '87. 


PRESCRIBED  COURSE. 
(Four  Years,  Two  Terms.) 

Mary  Evelyn  Bartlett, 

Mary  Velesta  Bennett, 

Susan  Elizabeth  Bowditch, 

Lillian  Gertrude  Eddy, 

Emma  Dana  Hathaway, 

Mary  Wilhelmina  Klingenhagen, 

Teresa  Agnes  Rogan, 

James  Weston  Blackmer, 

Harrison  Nicol  Burgess, 

Francis  Clinton  Holmes, 

Edward  Clifton  Morey, 

Clarence  Chase  Sherman, 

James  Spooner, 

Lyman  Ward. 


FOUR  YEARS'  COURSE. 

Helen  Southworth  Finney, 

Everett  Franklin  McLean, 

George  Jordan  Sampson. 


TWO  YEARS'  COURSE. 

Effie  Holmes  Bartlett, 

Catherine  Garvey, 

Louisa  Grayton  Holmes, 

Jennie  Marion  Robbins, 

Herbert  Franklin  Whiting. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


 OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICERS 

 OF  THE  

TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH 

 FOR  THE  

FINANCIAL   YEAR   ENDING  JANUARY  ist, 

1889. 


PLYMOUTH  : 
Avery  &  Doten,  Book  and  Job  Printers. 
1889. 


PLYMOUTH  PUBI  in  I IRRARV 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight  : 
The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  cor- 


rect, and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with — 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1888    $16,321  97 

Received  from — 

Water  rents,  labor  and  materials  .    17,057  90 

County,  dog  fund    792  55 

Sale  of  lots  in  Vine  Hills  Cemetery   261  66 

Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  fishery   415  00 

Dividend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   400  00 

Interest  from  delinquent  taxes                    .......  433  05 

Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   30  94 

Pedler's  licenses   26  50 

Rebate  of  interest  on  loans   17  68 

State  aid  refunded   1,361  00 

Indigent  State  aid  refunded   649  93 

National  Bank  tax  from  State    2,434  36 

Corporation       "     "       "    7,156  17 

Interest  from  Warren  fund..*   50  00 

Billiard  licenses   8  00 

Poor  department,  reimbursements   1,764  56 

Road          "                "             ....   1,938  77 

Amount  carried  forward   $51,120  04 
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Amount  brought  forward    $51,120  04 

Insane  poor   942  83 

Main's  tent  show  license   3  00 

Contingent  department,  reimbursements   525  00 

School             "                      "    100  28 

"  from  Murdock  fund   18  25 

Poor                "    "          "          "    18  25 

Widows  fund   11  00 

Sale  of  herring  brooks   23  25 

Burial  Hill,  reimbursements   40  50 

Liquor  licenses   1  00 

Taxes,  1886    1,710  97 

"      1887    7,510  07 

"      1888    74,872  52 

Lighting  streets,  reimbursemants     10  90 

Watch  and  police,          "    9  35 

New  road,                    "    88  00 


$137,005  21 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows : 
For— 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  R  R.  sinking  fund   $1,500  00 

Payment   on  note   at  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 

temporary  loan   1,000  00 

National  Bank,  non-resident  tax   4,214  73 

State  tax   6,165  00 

County  tax   5,514  93 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery  ,   110  73 

Widows   145  00 

Water  works   17,630  69 

Watch  and  police   1,807  87 

Amount  carried  for  ward   $38,088  95 


Amount  brought  forward    $38,088  95 

Treasurer   600  00 

Sexton    125  00 

Town  debt,  interest    2,209  17 

State  aid   1,348  00 

Schools    25,943  65 

Roads  and  bridges   13,083  23 

New  roads     2,501  00 

Insane  poor   3,044  01 

Poor   9,651  54 

Fire  department   3,187  55 

Burial  Hill   248  17 

Contingent  expenditures   5,456  14 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   2,722  66 

Assessors    996  28 

Plymouth  Public  Library   1,000  00 

Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  fishery    131  06 

Warren  fund   40  50 

Collector  of  taxes   504  00 

Indigent  soldiers  aid   1,210  92 

Abatements                   .   971  78 

Copying  town  records   30  00 

State  of  Massachusetts,  one-fourth  liquor  license.  25 

Bounty  on  seals  killed   '        122  00 

Chiltonville  burial  ground    124  96 

Cash  on  hand   23,661  39 

$137,005  21 

The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows  : 

Town  debt  and  interest    $161  77 

Chiltonville  burial  ground    04 

Amount  carried  forward                               .  $161  81 
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Amortnt  brought  forivard    $161  81 

Watch  and  police    686  19 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house.   177  88 

Insane  poor   698  82 

Fire  department  ,   12  45 

Collector  of  taxes   27  38 

Roads  and  bridges    766  05 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery  '   752  97 

Fresh  Brook  fishery    4  92 

Warren  fund   1,024  43 

Training  Green  fund    792  72 

Abatement   2,341  80 


$7,447  42 

The  overdrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments  are  as 
follows : 

Water  works   $472  88 

Poor   886  98  j 

Assessors   93  04  I 

Copying  town  records.     200  00 

Contingent   868  18 

Indigent  aid   603  46 

New  roads   248  50  I 

Schools    137  17 


$3,510  21 
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Town  Debt. 

Water  Loan  Funded. 

70,000  four  per  cent,  bonds  dated  June 

1,  1885,  payable- within  20  years 

in    proportional   payments  of 

$2,800  each   year,  commencing 

June  1st,  1890  .....    $70,000  00 

20,000  six  per  cent,  bonds,  due  August 

1,  1894   20,000  00 

2,000  six  per  cent  bonds,  due  June 

1,  1885    2,000  CO 

37,700  four  per  cent,   bonds  dated 

August  1,  1887,  $1,300  due  and 

payable  each  year,  commencing 

August  1, 1888   37,700  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  interest  5  per  cent.  6,000  00 
Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Sav- 
ings Bank,  due  August  2,  1890, 

interest  4.\  per  cent   (',000  "00 


$141,700  00 


DUX  BURY  AND  CoHASSET  RAILROAD  LOAN. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, due 

April  1,  1890,  interest  4  per  cent,        4,500  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Sav- 
ings Bank,  due  April  1,  1890, 
interest  4  per  cent   4,500  00 

Amount  carried  forward  


9,000  00 
$150,700  00 
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Amount  brought  forward   $150,700  00 

Temporary  Loan. 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 
payable  April  13,  1888,  interest 
4  per  cent   $5,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouh  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  payable  March  20,  1888, 
interest  4  per  cent    6,700  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 
due  September  18,  1886,  interest 
4  per  cent   10,000  00 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank  on  demand, 

interest  4  per  cent   4,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 
due  March  31,  1891,  interest  4 
per  cent   5,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 
due  June  9,  1892,  interest  4  per 
cent   3,000  00 

Note  to  sundry  persons  on  demand, 

interest  4  per  cent   1,700  00 

  35,400  00 

$186,100  00 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  departments  ....         7,447  42 

Gross  indebtedness   $193,547  42 

Less. 

Uncollected  taxes,  1887   $1,907  43 

Uncollected  taxes,  1888   8,821  33 

State  aid,  due  from  State  Mass    1,343  00 

Indigent  aid,  due  from  State  Mass . .  .  607  46 

Due  from  County  of  Plymouth,  bounty 

paid  on  seals  killed    122  00 

Cash  on  hand   23,661  39 

  36,467  61 


Leaving  indebtedness,  Dec.  31,  1888 


$157,079  81 
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Debt  December  31st,  1888 
Debt  December  31st,  1887 


$157,079  81 
167,152  08 


Decrease  of  debt  in  1888 


$10,072  27 


Debt  Dec.  31,  1888   $157,079  81 

Debt  Jess  Water  Script  Sinking  Fund      8,708  17 


Net  debt,  Dec.  31, 1888 


$148,371  64 


Debt  less  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31,  1887    158,894  13 


Decrease  in  debt,  less  Sinking  Fund,  in  1888   $10,522  49 

Payments  have  been  made  during  the  year  on  principal  of 
outstanding  notes  of  the  Town  in  the  sum  of  $2,500  making  the 
temporary  indebedness  $44,400  against  $46,900,  December  31, 


The  funded  dedt  has  been  reduced  by  the  payment  of  $1,300 
of  the  last  issued  of  Water  Loan  bonds  which  became  due 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Sinking  Fund  leaving  the  bonded 
indebtedness,  $141,700  against  $143,000  December  31,  1887. 

There  has  been  covered  into  the  Treasury  from  Bank  and  Cor- 
poration taxes,  received  from  the  State,  and  from  miscellaeous 
receipts  in  excess  of  estimated  revenue,  and  difference  in  over- 
drawn balances  as  compared  with  last  year,  the  sum  of  $6,272.77, 
and  including  the  payment  above  referred  to,  of  $3,800  has  effect- 
ed a  reduction  of  $10,072.27,  in  the  indebtedness  the  past  year. 

There  has  been  derived  from  income  from  Water  Scrip 
Sinking  Fund  during  the  year,  $450.22  making  the  fund  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  $8,708.17,  and  the  net  indebtedness  $148,371- 
64,  against  $158  894.13,  December  31,  1887. 

The  expenditure  on  account  of  indigent  soldiers  aid  has  been 
$1,210.92,  the  amount  due  from  the  State,  will  leave  a  deficiency 
of  $603.64  to  be  providrd  for. 


1887. 
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The  amount  assessed  for  taxes  in  1888  was  $8), 693. 85, 
against  $84,899.49  in  1887  with  an  increased  valuation  of  $214,- 
368.76  of  which  $54,195.40  was  in  personal,  and  $160,173.36  in 
real  property,  reducing  the  rate  of  taxation  from  $14.80  in  1887, 
to  $14.00  in  1888.  . 

The  increase  in  County,  and  probably  State  taxes  will  leave 
little  margin  for  increased  appropriations  without  incurring  an 
added  rate  of  taxation  the  coming  year. 


Town  Debt  and  Interest  Account. 

Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $420  21 

appropriation    2,500  00 

rebate  of  interest  on  loans  paid  before  maturity  17  68 

interest  received  from  delinquent  taxes   433  05 

$3,370  94 

Dr. 

To  payment  on  principal  of  outstand- 
ing notes     $1,000  00 

interest  on  Duxbury  &  Cohasset 

Eailroad  loan   390  00 

interest  on  temporary  loans.  . . . . ,       1,576  67 

interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of 

taxes   156  00. 

interest  on  Warren  fund   50  00 

interest  on  Murdock  fund    36  50 


3/ 


209  17 


Undrawn    "     $161  77 

To  provide  for  payment  of  interest  on  temporary  and  Duxbury 
&  Cohasset  Eailroad  loans,  and  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes, 
including  a  payment  of  $1,000  on  outstanding  loans,  will  require 
in  addition  to  interest,  which  may  be  expected  from  delinquent 
taxes,  an  appropriation  of  $2,700,  which  is  recommended. 
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Roads  and  Bridges. 


Cr. 

By  appropriation   $10,200  00 

appropriation   1,000  00 

appropriation .  . . '   800  00 

reimbursements   1,938  77 

 $13,938  77 

Dr. 

Dec.  31,  1887. 

To  balance   •   $89  49 

-  payments  in  1888    13,083  23 

  13,172  72 

Undrawn   $760  05 


The  net  expenditures  for  roads  and  bridges  the  past  year  has 
been  $11,144.46  against  $10,572.96  in  1887. 

The  excess  has  been  applied  chiefly  in  the  Manomet  ponds 
and  Cedarville  districts  where  increased  appropriations  were 
granted  at  the  annual  meeting. 

In  the  report  of  last  year  the  attention  of  the  Town  was  called 
to  the  necessity  of  providing  under-drainage  for  the  surface 
water  at  Jabez  Corner,  as  parties  owning  the  land  on  which  the 
drainage  was  discharged  desired  to  improve  their  land  and 
would  not  continue  the  privilege,  but  would  allow  under-drain- 
age through  their  land  to  the  shore. 

This  necessitated  laying  a  20-inch  pipe  from  a  point  in  the 
street,  south  from  the  Willingsley  school-house,  about  700  feet 
to  the  shore,  and  making  connections  to  receive  the  surface 
water  from  Warren  Street,  including  paving  of  the  gutters  to  the 
top  of  the  hill. 

The  cost  of  the  improvement,  exclusive  of  160  feet  20-inch 
pipe  on  hand,  was  about  $750,  and,  including  the  pipe,  about 
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$950.  It  has  so  far  satisfactorily  provided  for  disposing  of 
the  surface  water  accumulating  with  heavy  rains  and  freshets 
in  that  locality,  and  obviated  what  has  heretofore  been  a 
source  of  complaint  and  annoyance  to  travel  and  residents  in 
that  vicinity. 

The  general  condition  of  roads  has  not  improved  during  the 
year,  in  part  owing  to  the  washing  received  from  the  continuous 
and  heavy  rain  during  the  Summer  and  Fall,  requiring  in  some 
sections  additional  repairs,  not  leaving  the  roads  in  as  good 
condition  as  before.  With  the  mild  weather  so  far  during  the 
Winter,  the  roads  have  been  subject  to  greater  wear,  and  will 
be  likely  to  need  more  extensive  repairs  the  coming  year. 

Petitions  and  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Selectmen 
by  people  living  on  the  line  and  obliged  to  travel  over  roads 
not  town  ways,  by  any  formal  lay  out,  or  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Surveyors ;  either  to  have  the  roads  complained  of 
formally  laid  out,  and  accepted  by  the  Town,  or  repairs  made 
to  render  them  safe  and  convenient  for  public  travel. 

The  Selectmen  are  of  opinion  that  to  lay  out  such  roads 
would  involve  considerable  trouble  and  expeuse,  and  can 
hardly  be  justified  by  the  amount  of  travel  to  be  accommodated. 
Such  roads  will  answer  the  demands  of  travel  in  case  slight 
repairs  are  made  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  needed.  Such 
repairs,  if  at  all,  have  been  made  by  people  living  on  the 
line  without  expense  by  the  Town,  who  are  not  willing  to  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  as  but  few  are  willing  to  aid  in  such  work. 

The  Selectmen  are  of  opinion  that  a  small  sum  expended  in 
their  judgment  in  such  cases,  will  meet  the  difficulty  and 
satisfy  the  travel  to  be  accommodated. 

An  appropriation  of  $11,000  to  meet  the  anticipated  expenses 
for  the  year  is  recommended. 
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New  Roads. 


Dr. 


To  expenditures  in  1888 


$2,504  00 


Cr. 


Dec.  31,  1887. 


By  balance  from  old  account 

appropriation  . .   

award  from  the  County . . . 


$167  50 
2,000  CO 
88  00 


2,255  50 


Overdrawn 


$248  50 


Of  the  above  sum  expended  on  new  roads,  $1,784.70  was 
expended  under  the  order  of  the  County  Commissioners  for  the 
widening  and  grading  of  Court  Street,  adjoining  the  premises 
of  the  Plymouth  Cordage  Co. ;  $482.57  was  expended  for 
grading  and  widening  Pleasant  and  South  streets,  in  addition 
to  a  special  appropriation  for  $400,  which  was  expended  for 
concreting  sidewalks  in  that  locality;  $138.25  was  expended 
for  working  of  Vernon  Street;  $68.12  for  working  of  Chestnut 
Street,  and  $30.36  for  surveys  for  roads,  upon  petitions  for 
widening  old  and  laying  out  new  roads,  pending  decision  by 
the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  by  the  Selectmen,  which  will 
probably  require  action  the  present  year. 

Application  has  been  made  by  the  Selectmen,  to  the  County 
Commissioners,  for  an  allowance  in  part  for  the  expenses 
incurred  in  working  of  Court  Street,  and  anticipate  an  allowance 
sufficient  at  least  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  the  account. 

In  anticipation  of  the  work  which  may  be  required,  an 
appropriation  of  $1,000  is  recommended. 


Water  Works. 


Dr. 


To  payments  in  1888 


$17,630  69 


17,057  90 


$99  91 


17,157  81 


Overdrawn 


$472  88 


The  income  from  the  works  the  past  year  has  not  proved 
sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures,  and  the  result  shows  a 
deficit  of  $472.88. 

Under  the  classification  of  expenditures,  as  will  appear  in 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  some  exceptional  expenses 
have  been  incurred,  which  account  for  the  overdraft,  viz.,  grad- 
ing and  fencing  the  new  reservoir  and  other  items  properly 
entering  into  construction,  amounting  to  8779.00.  Without  these 
expenditures  a  small  balance  would  have  appeared  to  the  credit 
of  the  account. 

The  items  of  extensions  have  been  larger  than  usual,  amount- 


It  is  probable,  with  the  increased  cost  of  operating  the 
works,  and  as  long  as  the  extensions  are  chargable  against 
income,  no  surplus  will  be  available  to  apply  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  as  was  anticipated  when  it  was  established,  and  which  it 
was  expected  would  freely  provide  for  meeting  the  loan  incur- 
red on  account  of  pumping  station  at  maturity. 


The  amount  now  to  the  credit  of  the»  Sinking  Fund  is 
$8,708.17,  against  $8,257.95  in  1887.    With  the  income  for  the 


ing  to  $2,202.11. 


coming  year  added,  and  profits  from  the  investments,  the  sum 
of  $10,000  may  be  realized  toward  meeting  the  loan  of  $12,000 
maturing  in  1890. 

Unless  this  deficiency  can  be  supplied  from  income,  by 
economy  in  the  expenditures,  it  will  have  to  be  provided  for  by 
taxation,  and  a  further  sum  of  $2,800  iu  addition,  as  the  first  pay- 
ment of  the  loan  of  $70,000,  becoming  due  under  the  require- 
ments of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Reference  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  will  give  a 
classified  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  last  year  and  the 
probable  sum  needed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  coming 
year. 


Contingent. 

To  bills  for— 

Printing  and  stationery   $556  32 

Coal  and  fuel  for  town  house   95  30 

Services  Town  Clerk   167  45 

Janitor  town  house   148  45 

Fires  in  the  woods   601  23 

C.  W.  Campbell,  settlement  of  claim  for  damages  in 

the  highway     775  00 

Board  of  Health   *  118  75 

Rent  of  hall,  town  meetings. .   65  00 

Labor  on  stand  pipes  and  water  bills   62  96 

Clock  for  town  house     16  00 

Moderator  and  Tellers,  town  meetings.   20  00 

Labor,  etc.,  cemetery,  Manomet  ponds   34  32 

Carriage  hire.  , '     20  50 

Fitting  up  armory  for  Standish  Guards    859  24 

Armory  rent  to  Oct.  16    205  00 

Lighting  and  heating  armory  to  Jan.  1,  1889.  .  .  ....  125  25 

Amount  carried  forward   $3,870  77 


ie 


Amount  brought  forwar  d   $:-{,870  77 

For  sewer  extension   69  52 

Expenses  on  account  street  railway   32  50 

Return  of  births  and  deaths    70  50 

Ellis  Benson,  care  of  town  clock,  etc   26  00 

Board  of  Registration     120  00 

Drinking  fountain,  Summer  Street   86  27 

Legal  services      57  50 

Charles  May,  pointing  and  washing  walls  around 

Cole's  Hill   44  25 

Boston  Directory   5  20 

C.  H.  Holmes,  bills  for  surveying                       ...  5  50 

Repairs  in  and  about  town  house   51  61 

Express  bills   4  95 

C.  F.  Bradford  for  inspection  of  electric  wires   6  00 

L.  Tribble,  painting  fence,  School  Street   10  14 

Appropriation  for  Memorial  Day   125  00 

Burial  permits  by  Town  Clerk   12  45 

Sundry  small  bills   36  35 

Services  of  Selectmen   821' 63 


$5,456  14 

$62  96 
4,000  00 
225  00 
300  00 

  4,587  96 

Overdrawn    $868  18 


Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account.  . . , 

appropriation  

sale  of  sewer  rights    

armory  rent  


The  expenditures  for  fitting  up  armory,  and  lighting  and  heat- 
ing the  same,  was  not  anticipated  when  the  appropriation  was 
estimated,  and  occasioned  the  overdraft  in  the  account. 
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Watch  and  Police. 

Or. 

Dec.  31,  1887. 

By  balancejfrom  old  account   $29  71 

appropriation   1,425  00 

  250  00 

transfer  from  appropriation  for  suppression  of  the 

liquor  traffic   780  00 

reimbursements   9  35 

$2,494  06 

Dr. 

To  payments  for  regular  police,  1888 ....    $1,463  22 

"  "  special  police,  etc.,  for 

suppression  of  liquor  traffic   344  65 

—   1,807  87 

Undrawn   $686  19 


In  compliance  with  the  vote  of  the  Town  instructing  the 
Selectmen  to  publish  in  the  next  annual  report  the  separate 
items  of  expenditure  incurred  in  the  enforcement  of  the  no- 
license  law,  and  to  give  an  account  of  the  raids,  the  houses  and 
the  persons  raided,  and  the  general  work  of  the  police,  special 
and  regular.  The  following  vote  was  passed  by  the  Selectmen, 
and  a  copy  given  to  the  Chief-of-Police  with  instructions  to 
carry  the  same  into  effect : 

Voted,  That  the  Chief-of-Police  be  instructed  to  use  all  neces- 
sary and  proper  steps  to  suppress  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  and  to  employ  such  assistance  as  he  may  require. 


2 
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Appended  is  the  report  of  the  Chief-of-Police  with  a  detailed 
account  of  his  expenditures  and  the  general  and  special  work  in 
enforcing  the  law. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

I  herewith  submit  a  list  of  the  liquor  prosecutions  in  this 
Town  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1888,  with  the  findings  of 
the  court  thereon,  with  a  list  of  the  expenditures  incurred. 

Eaided  Victor  H.  Fostmeyer,  in  house  owned  by  him. 
Liquors  forfeited. 

Raided  James  H.  Richards.  Secured  five  gallons 
whiskey  in  house  owned  by  Chas.  T.  Holmes,  on 
Market  Street.    Left  town. 

April  21.  Raided  Thomas  Andrews,  in  house  owned  by  John 
Hinchcliffe.  Secured  four  quarts  of  whiskey. 
Liquors  condemned. 

21.  Raided  Frank  Ryan  and  Lightfoot,  in  building- 
owned  by  J.  Braunecker,  at  Seaside.  No  liquors 
found. 

29.  Raided  Joseph  Braunecker.  Found  in  his  barn  three 
pints  of  liquor.    Ordered  back  by  the  court. 

June  19.  Arrested  Joseph  Braunecker  for  selling  liquor. 
Fined  $75  and  costs. 

29.  Raided  Peter  Murphy,  living  in  Burns'  house,  Brad- 
ford Street.  Found  45  pint  bottles  of  whiskey. 
Convicted  ;  fined  *75  and  costs. 

20.  Raided  E.  L.  Peirce,  in  building  at  head  of  Long 
Wharf.  Found  one  pint  of  whiskey  in  pitcher. 
Convicted  of  keeping  a  liquor  nuisance  ;  fined  $75 
and  costs. 


in 


Oct.  7.  Raided  David  Frawley,  living  in  building  at  head  of 
North  Dock,  owned  by  estate  of  Bradford  Barnes, 
Found  two  quarts  of  rum.  Convicted,  and  fined 
$50  and  costs. 

7.  Raided  William  Gillespie,  in  Lewis'  house,  on  Water 
Cure  Street.  Found  four  quarts  of  whiskey  in 
gallon  jug.    Liquors  condemned. 

Dec.  15.  Raided  Welford  McClure,  living  in  Lucas  house, 
Summer  Street.    No  liquor  found. 

The  following  expenses  have  been  incurred  in  enforcing  the 
aw  and  for  special  and  detective  work,  viz. : 


$344  65 

FREEMAN  MANTER,  Chief-of- Police. 
Plymouth,  Dec.  31,  1888. 


Paid- 


Joseph  W.  Hunting  

Michael  Casey   

Charles  Danforth,  detective  

Law  and  Order  League,  detective  work   

Freeman  Manter,  expenses  to  Boston  

J.  P.  Wade  for  detectives  employed  ....   

Arthur  Lord,  services  in  all  cases  of  prosecution  and 


$10  00 
10  00 
12  00 
L5  65 
7  00 

165  00 


for  advice 


125  00 
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Lighting  Streets  and  Town  House. 


Or. 

December  31,  1887. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $489  64 

appropriation     2,400  00 

reimbursements   10  90 


$2,900  54 

Dr. 

To  payments  to  Electric  Light  Co . . .     $1,617  25 
Plymouth  Gas  Co ... .       900  66 

oil  lamps   196  37 

repairs  of  lanterns...  8  38 

  2,722  66 


Undrawn   $177  88 


The  number  of  street  lights  has  been  increased  by  the 
addition  of  four  electric  lights,  three  of  which  are  located  south 
of  Mount  Pleasant  Street,  and  one  at  the  junction  of  Water 
and  Union  streets. 

The  additional  cost  to  the  Town  is  $98.82  annually. 

The  present  number  of  electric  lights  is  eighteen,  gas  lights, 
forty-three,  oil  lights,  twelve  ;  and  with  the  gas  supplied  to  the 
town  house  and  repairs  to  lanterns,  will  make  the  cost  about 
$2,900. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,750,  with  the  balance  to  the  credit  of 
the  account,  will  be  required  in  case  no  change  is  made  from 
the  present  method. 
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Poor. 

Dr. 

December  31,  1887. 

To  balance  of  account   $145  00 

payments  in  1888    9,651  54 

$9,796  54 

Cb. 

By  appropriation   #7,000  00 

for  deficiency   145  00 

reimbursements   1,764  56 

  8,909  56 

Overdrawn    $886  98 

The  net  expenditures  on  this  account  are  #7,886.98  against 

$7,145.00  in  1887,  an  increase  of  $743.98. 

The  report  of  the  Overseers  will  explain  the  overdraft  in  the 

account. 


Fire  Department. 

Cr. 

March  5. 

By  appropriation   $3,'J00  00 

appropriation  for  deficiency    585  9*2 


$3,785  92 

Dr. 

Dec.  31. 

To  balance  from  old  account    $585  92 

payments  in  1888   3,187  55 

 3J73  47 


TJndrawn 


#12  45 
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Insane  Poor. 

Cb. 

By  appropriation  for  deficiency   ...      $404  82 

"    2,800  00 

reimbursements   942  83 

$4,147  65 

Dr. 

Dec.  31,  1887. 
To  balance  of  old  account   $404  82 

payments  in  1888    3,044  01 

  3,448  83 

Undrawn   $698  82 

The  present  number  of  insane  in  the  hospitals  is  nineteen, 
fourteen  of  which  are  wholly  supported  by  the  Town.  To 
provide  for  the  present  number  for  the  year  will  require  an  ap- 
propriation of  $2,000,  which  is  recommended. 


Schools. 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1888    $25,913  65 

Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account    $887  95 

appropriation   23,800  00 

  1,000  00 

School  fund  from  State   82  88 

reimbursements   35  65 

  25,806  48 

Overdrawn   $137  17 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  schools  and  enlargement  of 
school-houses  are  $2,266.04  in  excess  of  last  year,  being  $25,- 
943.65  in  1888,  against  $23,677.61  in  1887.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  will  explain  the  increased  cost  of  maintaining  the 
schools. 
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Abatements. 

Or. 

Dec.  31,  1887. 

By  balance  of  account   .  , . .   $627  14 

overlay,  1888    2,686  44 

$3,313  58 

De. 

To  abatements  in  1888   .'   971  7<S 


Undrawn   $2,341  80 


Burial  Hill. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $'250  00 

transfer  from  Warren  fund   40  50 

$290  50 

Dr. 

To  balance  of  old  account   $42  33 

payments,  1888   248  17 

  $290  50 


Warren  Fund. 

Cr. 

Dec.  31,  1887. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $1,014  93 

interest   50  00 

si, 064  9£ 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  Burial  Hill   40  50 


Undrawn  ,   $1,024  43 
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Assessors. 

Ob. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $78  24 

appropriation   825  00 

$903  24 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1888   996  28 

Overdrawn   $93  04 


Duxbury  and  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $l,c00  00 

Dr. 

To  payment  on  note  at  Plymouth  Savings 

Bank   $750  00 

payment  on  note  at  Plymouth  Five 

Cents  Savings]  Bank   750  00 

  $1,500  00 


Training  Green  Fund. 

Cr. 

Dec.  31,  1887. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $761  78 

Interest   30  94 

Undrawn   $792  72 
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Collector  of  Taxes, 

Or. 

Deo.  31,  1887. 

By  balance  from  old  account    $31  38 

appropriation    500  00 

$531  38 

Dr. 

To  paid  Collector  for  collecting  $1,710.97, 
taxes  of  1886,  $7,510.07,  taxes  of 
1887,  $9,221.04,  at  1  per  cent. .        $92  21 
salary   500  00 

$592  21 

Less  1  per  cent,  on  $8,821.33  taxes  of 

1888,  uncollected    88  21 

  504  00 

Undrawn    $27  38 


Treasurer. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $600  00 

Dr. 

To  payment,  1  88   $600  00 


Sexton. 

Cr. 

By  appropriation   $125  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1888    $125  00 
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Murdock  Fund. 


Or. 

By  balance   $730  00 

interest       36  50 

$766  50 

Dr. 

To  payment  to  poor  department  ...  . ,        $18  25 

school  department  ...  18  25 

  36  50 

Balance   $730  00 


Fresh  Brook  Fishery. 

Cp. 

Dec.  31,  1886. 

By  balance  from  old  account  .* .     ...  $4  92 


Guide  Boards. 

The  guide  boards  of  the  Town  are  the  same  as  reported  in 
1887,  and  are  in  good  condition. 
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Appropriations. 

Schools  and  repairs  of  school-houses   $23,200  00 

School  books  arid  supplies   1,800  00 

Town  debt  and  interest   2,700  00 

Roads  and  bridges   10,000  00 

Improvement  of  sidewalks   1,000  00 

Fire  department    3,200  00 

Watch  and  police   1,200  00 

Lighting  streets  and  town  house   2,750  00 

Insane  poor   1,900  00 

Poor   7,500  00 

New  roads   1,000  00 

Contingent   3,800  00 

Assessors   1,100  00 

Collector  of  Taxes  ,   500  00 

Treasurer   600  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  R.  R.  sinking  fund   1,500  00 

Maturing  bonds  Water  Loan  sinking  fund  .  .  ......  1,300  00 

Sexton  .   125  00 

Burial  Hill   250  00 

§'65,425  00 


Deficiencies. 

Poor   $886  98 

Assessors   93  04 

Contingent   868  18 

Indigent  aid   603  46 

  2,451  66 

/It no ((nt  cm  vied  forward    167,876  66 
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Amount  brought  forward   $67,876  66 

The   revenue  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated is  estimated  as  follows  : 

Corporation  taxes.    $5,500  00 

Bank  taxes    2,000  00 

Miscellaneous    300  00 

Income  from  water  works   1,300  00 

  9,100  00 

$58,776  66 


Leaving  the  sum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

seventy  six  and  66-100  dollars,  which  it  is  recommended  be 

raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  1 
WM.  T.  DAVIS,  I  Selectmen 

L.  T.  BOBBINS,  \-  of 

EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN,  |  Plymouth. 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,  J 

Plymouth,  February  12th,  1889. 


Plymouth,  February  28,  1889. 
The  subscriber  would  say  to  the  Town,  in  case  his  re-election 
should  be  proposed,  that  he  positively  declines  to  be  a  candidate 
for  any  town  office. 

He  also  resigns  the  office  he  now  holds  as  Overseer  of  the 
Poor  for  two  years. 

JOHN  CHURCHILL. 
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VALUATION. 


Real  estate   $3,555,975  00 

Personal  property   1,817,550  00 

$5,373,525  00 


Gain  in  real  estate   $160,173  36 

Gain  in  personal  estate    54,195  40 


Number  of  polls,  2,119. 

Number  of  polls,  women,  23. 

Number  of  horses,  675. 

Number  of  cows,  442. 

Number  of  sheep,  35. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses,  1,379. 

Number  of  acres  land  taxed,  50,797. 

Rate  of  taxation,  $14.00  per  $1,000. 

Number  of  persons  paying  property  tax,  1,783. 

Number  of  persons  paying  poll  tax  only,  1,215. 
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REPORTS. 


WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


CHARLES  S.  DAVIS— Term  expires  March,  1889. 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN— Term  expires  March,  1890. 
HORACE  P.  BAILEY— Term  expires  March,  1890. 
NATHANIEL  MORTON— Term  expires  March,  1891. 
EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN— Term  expires  March,  1891. 


Superintendent — Richard  W.  Bagnell. 
Water  Registrar— William  T.  Hollis. 
Engineer  at  Pumping  Station— W.  A.  H.  Jones. 


Superintendent's  office  in  rear  of  Engine  House,  Main  Stree  t 
Rates  payable  at  Town  Treasurer's  office,  semi-annually,  in 

advance,  May  1  and  November  1. 

Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  to  examine  bills  and  claims 

against  the  Department,  the  first  Wednesday  Evening  of  each 

month. 

Bills  against  the  Department  must  be  rendered  on  or  before 
the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month,  or  they  will  lie  over  until 
the  following  month. 

Approved  bills  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer  at  Town  House. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1888. 


The  receipts  for  the  year  have  been — 
From  water  rates  and  miscellaneous  uses.  $15,631  16 

From  labor  and  material  sold. .   1,426  74 

 $17,057  90 

The  payments  have  been  for— 

General  expenses  of  maintenance  and 

stock  on  hand   $4,082  80 

Labor  on  embankment  and  gradings  at 

High  Service  Reservoir   341  83 

Fence  at  High  Service  Reservoir   245  20 

Stock  and   labor   at   well-room,  Little 

South  Pond   63  28 

Eight  new  gates  to  improve  the  works  .  .  128  69 

Extensions  of  water  mains   2,202  11 

Six-inch  pipe  laid  for  Emery  &  Co   960  42 

Replacing  2-inch  pipe  in  Robinson  and 

Mayflower  streets  with  4-inch  pipe. .  391  07 

Pump  Station,  general  expenses   1,425  29 

"       improvement   270  00 

"         "       advance  insurance   90  00 

Interest  on  water  loans   5,560  00 

pump  loan    570  00 

Net  income  for  the  year   727  21 

 $17,057  90 
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Balance  to  credit  of  Water  Works  account,  January 


1,  1888  ,   $99  91 

Net  earnings  for  1888   727  21 

$827  12 

First  payment  on  $39,000  loan   1,300  00 

Overdrawn  on  water  account   $472  88 


Over  one  mile  of  cement  pipe  has  been  laid  this  year,  the  de- 
tails of  which  are  found  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent. 

The  cost  of  extensions  of  pipes,  $2,200.  and  other  permanent 
improvements  to  the  works  over  $1,000.  has  not  admitted  of 
any  payment  to  the  sinking  fund.  The  demands  for  extensions 
and  enlargements  of  pipes  continue  to  be  large  each  year.  We 
see  no  hope  for  much  less  demand  in  that  respect  for  some 
years  to  come. 

For  the  year  1889  the  gross  receipts  from  the  sale  of 


water  is  estimated  at  $16,000  00 

The  expenses  are  estimated  as  follows  : 

For  overdrawn  account,  1888    $472  88 

Ordinary  running  expenses  and  repairs.  .  3,800  00 

of  pump  station  1,500  00 

Interest  on  water  loans   5,508  00 

"  pump  loan    570  00 

Payment  to  sinking  fund   1,000  00 

600  feet  6-inch  pipe  and  gates  in  Pleasant 

Street   600  00 

Other  extensions  of  pipes  and  improve- 
ments  1,200  00 

Balance  of  income    1,349  12 

 $16,000  00 


General  Expenses. 

Superintendent's  salary,  and  extra  pay  for  1887 ....  $857  02 

Collector's  salary   477  66 

Labor  bills  .   3,079  56 

Cement,  400  barrels   440  00 

Shell  for  2-inch  pipe   $105  81 

4-inch  pipe   514  97 

6-inch  pipe   252  00 

8,  10  and  14-inch  pipe   62  91 

  935  72 

Service  pipe,  plumbing,  hardware  and  tools   404  14 

Gate  and  faucet  boxes  and  castings   137  17 

Gates  used  in  extensions  of  pipes   158  98 

Eight  new  gates  in  old  pipes     128  69 

Canvas,  cloth  and  hemp  packing   78  07 

Wagon  hire  of  Superintendent   483  00 

Carriage  hire  ,   1  00 

Teaming  ;   126  93 

Blacksmith  and  carpenter  work   56  94 

Railroad  freights   187  92 

Express  bills  \.  12  85 

Lumber   17  97 

Printing     49  75 

Stationery  and  postage    30  77 

Fuel,  gas  and  kerosene   57  25 

Telephone  use  and  repairs     23  70 

Stock  and  labor  on  well-room,  Little  South  Pond.  . .  63  28 
Labor  on  embankment  and  grading  at  High  Service 

Reservoir   341  83 

Fence  at  High  Service  Reservoir   245  20 

Incidental      20  00 


$8,415  40 
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Pump  Station  Expenses. 

Salary  of  engineer  and  extra  pumping.   $612  00 

104  tons  coal   549  48 

Fuel  for  house   33  00 

Machine  oil   16  58 

Plumbing  and  hardware   49  82 

Repairs  to  buildings   13  40 

Repairs  to  engine  and  boilers   82  34 

Packing   iO  17 

New  damper  regulator   75  00 

New  condensing  coil  ,   25  00 

Thermometers                                                ...  6  50 

Steam  pipes  to  heat  engine  room   41  78 

Oil  cups    38  42 

Labor  and  cartage,  grading  grounds    58  20 

Hartford  Boiler  Insurance  and  Inspection,  for  three 

years,  to  April  22,  1891    125  00 

Record  book     3  85 

Wheelbarrow   7  75 

Hose   27  00 

Interest  on  pump  loan      570  00 


$2,355  29 


Abstract  from  the  Report  of  the  Collector  of  Water 


Rates. 

To— 

Uncollected  rates  of  1887,  brought  for- 
ward   $38  25 

Uncollected  labor  and  material  accounts, 

Brought  forward   12  90 

Water  rates  charged  in  1888    15,904  43 

Labor  and  material  charged  in  1888   ...     1,437  39 

Water  charged  in  1888   155  82 

 $17,548  79 


By  amounts  paid  Town  Treasurer — 

For  water  rates  collected   

For   labor   and   material,   collected  of 


$15,475  Si 


Emery  &  Co.  and  others  

For  water  rates  for  sundry  purposes  .  . . 


1,426  74 
155  82 


$17,057  90 


By  abatements  

By  uncollected  rates 


430  11 
50  13 
10  65 


labor  and  material 


$17,548  79 


Water  is  supplied  to  1.483  families,  428  water  closets,  137 
bath  tubs,  60  stores  and  offices,  16  urinals,  130  stables,  125 
horses,  123  cows,  177  hose,  3  laundries,  1  fish  market,  5  meat 
markets,  1  bottling  room,  3  engines,  2  water  motors,  4  banks, 
5  churches,  8  manufactories,  3  photograph  rooms,  3  livery 
stables,  2  dental  rooms,  7  boilers,  4  saloons,  3  bakeries,  5 
boarding  houses,  5  hotels,  1  marble  works,  6  barber  shops,  12 
miscellaneous  shops,  2  hot-houses,  1  slaughter-house,  2  print- 
ing offices,  4  public  halls,  2  banquet  rooms,  2  billiard  rooms,  1 
curing  house,  2  cigar  manufactories,  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
buildings  and  engines,  gas  works,  woolen  mill,  county  buildings, 
public  buildings  of  the  town,  for  fire  purposes  and  for  watering 


streets. 


Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  HOLLIS, 


Collector  of  Water  Bates. 
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Water  Supply— Pumping  Works. 

Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Jones,  the  Engineer,  reports  the  number  of  gal- 
lons of  water  pumped  during  the  year  was  97,500,356.  This  is 
the  quantity  of  water  which  was  used  by  the  high  service  part 
of  the  Town. 

The  water  used  by  the  low  service  was  not  measured,  but 
was  probably  abo;.t  150,000,000  gallons.  The  total  water 
pumped  in  the  year  1888  was  117,309,062  gallons  less  than  in 
the  year  1887,  causing  a  saving  in  fuel  of  about  150  tons  coal, 
or  about  $750.  The  saving  in  expenses  by  not  running  Sun- 
days is  $100  per  year,  and  the  saving  in  other  running  expenses, 
and  in  wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  cannot  be  fairly  estimated 
at  less  than  #150  per  year,  making  the  reduced  running  ex- 
penses this  year  under  the  divided  service  $1,000. 

All  of  this  reduction  does  not  appear  in  comparing  the 
priated  report  of  1887  with  this  report,  because  a  part  of  the 
coal  consumed  in  1887  was  paid  for  in  1886,  and  the  permanent 
improvements  at  the  pump  station  were  about  $300  more  in 
1888  than  in  1887. 

In  all  previous  reports  of  the  duty  of  the  pump  the  calcula- 
tions were  based  somewhat  upon  an  assumed  head,  because 
the  changes  in  the  head  were  so  frequent  and  so  great,  on  ac- 
count of  pumping  directly  into  a  small  pipe,  and  having  a  vary- 
ing suction,  that  the  correct  average  head  could  not  be  got 
from  the  data  taken. 

When  the  pump  is  run  by  No.  1  boiler  the  duty  is  larger 
than  when  run  b\  No.  2  boiler. 

Water  has  been  pumped  from  Lout  Pond  only  two  days  this 
year. 
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The  buildings,  machinery  and  bailers  are  apparently  in  good 
repair  aud  well  cared  for  by  the  Engineer.  The  high  service 
reservoir  appears  to  be  in  good  condition. 


Tests  of  the  Purity  of  the  Water. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  made  chemical  analyses  of  water 
taken  from  South  Pond,  Little  South  Pond  and  Lout  Pond 
many  times  dining  the  year  from  June,  1887,  to  July,  1888. 
Their  reports  show  that  the  water  from  all  the  ponds  was 
always  of  excellent  quality.  Their  last  letter  and  the  last  of 
their  series  of  analyses  is  copied  herein. 

State  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Chief  Engineer's  Office,  13  Beacon  Street,  v 
Boston,  Mass.,  July  2,  1888. ) 

R.  W.  Bagnell,  Esq  ,  Supt.  of  Water  Works,  Plymouth. 

Dear  Sir:— A  year's  work  in  the  examination  of  all  sources 
of  water  supply  in  Massachusetts  having  been  completed,  it  has 
been  decided  that  for  the  second  year  those  supplies  only 
should  be  examined  where  some  serious  trouble  from  taste  or 
odor  in  the  water  has  occurred,  or  where  the  character  of  the 
analyses  was  such  as  to  make  further  examination  seem  desira- 
ble. The  Plymouth  water  is  colorless,  excepting  that  from 
Lout  Pond,  and  has  been  fairly  constant  in  its  chemical  proper- 
ties throughout  the  year  ;  and  as  it  has  not  given  trouble  on 
account  of  taste  or  odor  it  was  decided  that  further  examina- 
tion was  unnecessary,  We  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  last 
analyses  made  of  Plymouth  water,  so  that  you  may  have  a 
complete  set, 

Yours  very  truly, 

X.  H.  GOODNOUGH, 

Assistant  Engineer  S.  B.  of  H. 
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Division  of  Services. 

The  pipes  of  the  high  and  low  services  are  separated  by  gates 
as  follows  : 

A  14-inch  gate  at  the  Pump  Station. 

A  10-inch  gate  on  Summer  Street,  comer  High  Street. 

A  2-inch  gate  on  Spring  Street,  near  High  Street. 

A  8-inch  gate  on  Spring  Hill,  junction  of  Mill  Lane. 

A  6-inch  gate  on  Spring  Hill,  junction  of  Sandwich  and 
Pleasant  Streets. 

A  4-inch  gate  on  Sandwich  Street,  north  side  Mt.  Pleasant 
Street. 

A  4-inch  gate  on  High  Street,  near  Market  Street,  has  a 
g-inch  by-pass. 

A  4-inch  gate  in  Town  Square. 

A  4-inch  gate  on  Eussell  Street,  near  the  Court  House. 
A  2-inch  gate  on  Vernon  Street,  above  house  of  Miles  S. 
Weston. 

A  6-inch  pipe  on  Samoset  Street,  east  side  of  Allerton  Street. 

A  4-inch  gate  on  Cushman  Street,  near  Court  Street. 

A  6-inch  gate  on  Court  Street,  south  side  Allerton  Street. 

The  supply  can  be  made  all  high  service,  except  for  the 
woolen  mill,  by  opening  one  gate  at  the  pump  station  and 
nearly  closing  the  check  valve  near  the  Allerton  Street 
reservoir.  It  can  be  made  all  low  service  by  closing  one  Jgate 
at  the  pump  station. 

There  are  about  600  feet  of  two-inch  pipe  in  Pleasant  Street, 
between  South  Green  Street  and  Whiting  Street,  which  the 
Town  has  authorized  the  Conimissioners  to  replace  with  larger 
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pipe.    It  is  proposed  to  lay  a  six-inch  pipe  next  Spring. 

When  the  Town  voted  to  furnish  water  to  the  Plymouth 
Woolen  Mill  Company  they  authorized  the  Water  Commis- 
sioners to  contract  with  the  Mill  Company  for  a  term  of  fifty 
years,  from  January  1,  1880.  The  contract  was  signed  this 
year  by  a  majority  of  the  Board,  and  is  on  file  at  the  town 
house. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


NATHANIEL  MORTON,  ] 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN,  I 


Water 

1ommissioners. 


EVERETT  F.  SHERMAN,  \ 
H.  P.  BAILEY, 


Gt 


CHARLES  S.  DAVIS,  J 


Plymouth,  Dec.  31,  1888. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 


Office  of  Plymouth  Water  Works,  ) 
Plymouth,  January  1st,  1889.  j 

To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my 
fifteenth  annual  report,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1838. 

Pipes  Laid  During  1888,  and  Cost  of  Same. 


NO.  OF 
FEET. 


524 

251 

856 

115 

1,033 
307 
273 

204 
43 
1,020 
116 
80 
123 
339 
247 


5,531 


4  inch, 
4  " 
4  " 


WHERE  LAID. 


$254  35 
144  64 


405  31 

58  91 

551  13 
194  33 
223  42 

78  32 
14  35 
960  42 
252  62 

30  10 

31  77 
186  28 
167  65 


Mount  Pleasant,  between  Whiting  Street  and  house  of 

Miss  Johnston. 
Summer  Street,  between  residences  of  Paulding  and 

Bum  pus. 

Faunce's  Lane,  between  Allerton  Street  and  house  of 
N.  M.  Sears. 

Centennial  Street,  between  residences  of  Cameron  and 
Dries. 

Water  Street,  from  Chilton  to  South  Depot  Avenue. 
Samoset  Street,  between  Oak  and  Chestnut  Street. 
Robinson  Street,  from  Pleasant  to  house  of  William  W. 
Pope. 

Sagamore  Street,  between  Robinson  and  Massasoit. 
Water  Street,  for  blow  off. 

Samoset  Street,  between  Allerton  and  Shoe  Factory. 
Market  Street,  between  Mill  Lane  and  Sandwich  Street. 
Massasoit  Street.     )     ,  ,  ,        ,  . 

Davis  Slreet,  \     lowered  down  to  conform  with 

Court  Street,  j  chanSe  of  Sracle- 

Mayflower,  between  residences  of  S.  H.  Doten  and  Mrs. 
J.  Ryder. 


$3,553  60    Total  number  of  feet,  and  cost. 


The  247  feet  of  4-inch  on  Mayflower  Street,  and  the  273  feet  of 
4-inch  on  Robinson  Street  was  laid  in  place  of  2-inch  pipe 
taken  up, 
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Service  Pipes. 

The  street  mains  have  been  tapped  for  new  supplies  in  forty- 
seven  places,  at  a  cost  of  $214.29.  Making  a  total  number  of 
taps  to  date  1,364,  the  street  length  of  service  pipes  being  26,- 
776  feet. 

Seventeen  leaks  have  occurred  the  past  year  in  service  pipes, 
cost  of  repairs,  $56.93.  In  two  cases  galvanized  iron  pipes 
have  been  replaced  by  lead  at  a  cost  of  $17.24. 


New  Takers. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  water-takers  this  year,  fifty- 
eight  tenements,  thirty-three  water  closets,  fifteen  bathing  tubs, 
six  stables,  one  carriage  manufactory,  one  laundry,  one  six 
horse-power  boiler,  one  tack  manufactory,  and  one  greenhouse. 


Street  Mains. 

The  water  was  turned  on  from  the  high  pressure  reservoir 
December  20th,  1887,  the  increased  pressure  on  the  pipes, 
caused  for  a  time  a  large  number  of  breaks,  and  the  frost  being 
from  four  to  five  feet  deep,  a  great  expense  was  incurred  iu 
making  the  repairs.  At  present  the  number  is  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  probably  the  weak  places  are  about  all  repaired. 

In  "the  many  opportunities  afforded  through  service  connec- 
tions to  examine  the  condition  of  the  mains,  I  have  found  in 
almost  every  instance  upon  removing  the  cement,  the  iron 
bright  and  firm  as  at  the  time  it  was  laid  thirty-four  years  ago. 

In  most  cases  the  breaks  have  occurred  in  the  pipes  first  laid, 
and  were  caused  by  the  pipes  becoming  rusty  by  neglecting  to 
clean  the  pipes  before  cementing. 
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Table  Showing  the  Number  of  Leaks  and  Cost  of 

Repairs. 


NUMBER. 

SIZE 

OF  PIPE. 

COST. 

4 

10 

inches. 

$44  15 

1 

8 

8  25 

4 

6 

59  80 

38 

4 

257  56 

3 

3 

11  35 

39 

2 

211  18 

89 

$592  29 

Gates. 


Twenty-five  new  gates  from  two  to  eight  inches  have  been  set 
the  past  year.  The  cost  of  seventeen  of  the  above  gates  is  in- 
cluded in  the  cost  of  the  extensions.  One  two-inch  set  on  Davis 
Street,  west  of  Highland  Street  branch,  at  a  cost  of  $13.78. 
One  two-inch  on  Yernon  Street,  at  end  of  two-inch  pipe,  at  a 
cost  of  $14.90.  One  two-inch  for  a  blow  off  on  Water  Street,  at 
a  cost  of  $14.35.  One  two-inch  on  Massasoit  Street,  junction 
Mayflower,  at  a  cost  of  $13.74.  One  four-inch  set  on  Robinson, 
junction  Mayflower,  at  a  cost  of  $18.57.  One  two-inch  set  on 
Spring  Street,  junction  High,  at  a  cost  of  $13.40.  One  six-inch 
set  on  Samoset,  above  Allerton  Street  branch,  at  a  cost  of  $21.58. 
One  four-inch  set  on  Court,  south  of  Cherry  Street  branch,  at  a 
cost  of  $18.37.  One  old  four-inch  gate  taken  out  on  Pleasant 
Street  and  replaced  by  a  new  one  at  a  cost  of  $15.10. 

Reservoir. 

The  low  service  reservoir  is  in  good  condition,  and  nothing 
has  been  expended  on  it  this  year. 
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Boxes 


Sixty-one  service  and  six  gate  boxes  have  been  replaced  by 
new  ones,  at  a  cost  of  $83.55. 


Labor. 

Whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the  year: 
for  labor  on  extensions. .    $1,375  37 
all  other  labor   1,690  81 


Amount  received  for  labor,  trenching  ....  $949  14 
Amount  received  for  shutting  off  services       109  50 


!,066  18 


1,058  64 


Total  cost  of  labor  during  the  year,  loss  refunded       $2,007  54 


Schedule 

Showing  the  number  of  feot  of  each  size  pipe  and  the  number 
and  size  of  gates  on  the  Works,  December  31st,  1888. 


SIZE  IN  INCHES. 

LENGTH     OF    PIPE  IN 
FEET. 

NUMBER  OF  GATES. 

20 

65 

16 

7,515 

2 

14 

8,252 

6 

12 

64 

2 

10 

19.685 

16 

8 

4,732 

11 

6 

12,544 

22 

4 

57,001 

86 

3 

9,562 

13 

2 

28,292 

77 

1 

1,290 

7 

Totals, 

148.993 

242 

The  street  length  of  service  pipes  being  26,776  feet  with  the 
main  and  distribution  pipes,  make  a  total  of  175,769  feet  of  pipe, 
or  33  miles  and  1,529  feet. 

Yours  respectfully, 

R.  W.  BAGNELL,  Superintendent. 
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PLYMOUTH  WATER  SCRIP  SINKING  FUND. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen, — We  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement 

of  the  condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Plymouth  Water 

Scrip. 

February  1,  1889. 
To  amount  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $6,838  53 

income  received  from  the  same   1,869  64 

$8,708  17 

The  amount  is  invested  as  follows  : 

Plymouth  Savings  Bank   $513  92 

Bond  of   Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois 

Kailroad  Co.,  6  per  cent   990  00 

Bond  of  Oregon  Short  Line  Railroad, 

6  per  cent   1,021  25 

Four  shares  Globe  National  Bank   .  . .       392  00 

Twenty-two  shares  Massachusetts  Cen- 
tral Bailroad  Co    271  00 

Six  shares  Tremont  National  Bank  ....  639  00 

Ten  shares  Market  National  Bank  . . .  966  75 

Ten  shares  Blackstone  National  Bank  1,046  25 

Six  shares  Webster  National  Bank ....  625  50 

Cook  Co.  Bond,  $1,000,  7  per  cent  . . . .  1,132  50 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad, 

7  per  cent,  bond   592  50 

Five  shares  National  City  Bank   517  50 

 $8,708  17 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  )  ™  . 
G.  G.  DYER,  \  Trustees. 

Plymouth,  February  10,  1889. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Board  of  Engineers, 


H.  P.  BAILEY,  Chief. 

P.  S.  BUEGESS,  Clerk.  1 

A.  E.  DAVIS,  | 

W.  E.  BAKER,  \- Assistants. 

W.  E.  CHURCHILL,  | 

GEO.  E.  SAUNDERS,  J 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen, — The  Board  of  Engineers  respectfully  submit 
their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31st,  1888 : 

Force  and  Apparatus. 

The  working  force  and  apparatus  of  the  Fire  Department  is 
the  same  as  usual. 


Hose. 

The  hose  in  the  department,  except  that  used  on  the  steamers, 
is  in  poor  condition,  and  one  thousand  feet  should  be  purchased 
the  coming  year. 


Building. 

The  buildings  in  the  department  are  in  fair  order,  yet  some 
need  painting.  An  addition  has  been  made  to  the  building  off 
Summer  Street,  occupied  by  Hose  No.  1,  for  storage  purposes. 
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Hydrants  and  Reservoirs. 

Eight  new  post  hydrants  have  been  set  the  past  year,  making 
in  all  sevent}'-nine  now  belonging  to  the  Town. 

One  hydrant  has  been  set  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  water 
works  system  at  Chiltonville,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
Plymouth  Woolen  and  Cotton  Mill  Company  should  supply 
suitable  hose  to  protect  the  buildings  in  that  vicinity.  The  five 
reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Town  are  tight  and  in  good  order. 


Fires. 

There  have  been  fourteen  alarms  of  fire  the  past  year.  The 
loss  has  been  small  in  most  cases,  that  at  the  woolen  mill  tene- 
ment being  the  largest ;  loss  estimated  at  one  thousand  dollars, 
insured ;  the  others  in  Town  ranging  from  five  dollars  to  three 
hundred  dollars.  The  loss  on  store  at  Chiltonville,  for  which 
no  alarm  was  given,  it  being  so  far  away,  was  estimated  at 
$6,000,  partly  insured.  The  Chemical  was  sent  to  their  assis- 
tance and  helped  to  put  out  the  fire. 


Finance. 

Or. 

By  appropriation   $3,200  00 

To  expenses,  1888   3,187  55 


Undrawn  balance   ...       $12  45 


Appropriation. 

It  is  estimated  that  an  appropriation  of  four  thousand  dollars 
will  be  wanted  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Fire  Department 
the  coming  year  and  for  the  purchase  of  new  hose,  and  is  rec- 
ommended. 
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Fire  Escape. 

A  new  fire  escape,  consisting  of  canvas  chute,  jumping  can- 
vas and  gun  to  throw  line  has  been  purchased  by  the  depart- 
ment the  past  year  as  required  by  a  recent  act  of  Legislature,  at 
a  cost  of  $120,  and  is  now  carried  to  all  fires  in  charge  of  the 
Hook  and  Ladder  Co. 


Recommendation. 

The  Engineers  recommend  that  the  Town  take  some  action 
in  regard  to  providing  horses  for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 


Conclusion. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
department  for  their  unusual  promptness  in  responding  to  all 
alarms  the  past  year,  and  for  the  good  work  performed  by  them 
on  all  occasions. 

Respectfully  for  the  Engineers, 

H.  P.  BAILEY,  Chief. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OE  THE  POOR. 


The  undersigned  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following 
report : 

The  calls  for  aid  outside  have  been  in  excess  of  the  previous 
year.  The  steam  heating  apparatus  not  proving  adequate  to 
properly  heat  the  building,  a  larger  boiler  was  required,  which 
with  the  connections,  cost  $560.00  and  accounts  chiefly  for  the 
overdraft  in  the  account. 

The  poor  who  are  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  have  been  care- 
fully looked  after  and  comfortably  clad,  and  furnished  with  good 
and  abundant  food. 

The  wants  of  the  outside  poor  have  been  considered  and 
supplied,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Overseers  was  necessary. 


The  Town  raised  for  support  of  the  poor  the  past  year  $7,000  00 


Keceived  from  other  towns  and  other  sources    1,764  56 

$8,764  56 

Overdrawn   886  98 

Amount  expended    $9,651  54 

Insane  Poor. 

Amount  appropriated  for  insane  poor   $2,800  00 

reimbursed   942  83 

$3,742  83 

Amount  expended   $3,044  01 

Undrawn   $698  82 


PLYMOUTH  PUBLIC  I  fRRARV 
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Poor  at  the  Almshouse. 


Number  of  inmates,  January  1st,  1888 ....   16 

admitted  during  the  year   9 

discharged  during  the  year   1 

died  during  the  year    5 

remaining  January  1st,  1889   19 


Insane  Poor. 

Number  at  the  hospitals,  January  1st,  1888   17 

admitted  during  the  year   3 

discharged  during  the  year   0 

died  during  the  year   1 

remaining  January  1st,  1889   19 


We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  for  the  ensuing  year  $7,500,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
insane  poor  $1,900. 

GEOKGE  H.  JACKSON,    )  Overseers 
JOHN  CHURCHILL,        V    of  the. 
C.  P.  HATCH,  J  Poor. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 


Abstract  of  Records  for  1888. 


Voted,  That  ten  Surveyors  of  Highways  and  Bridges  be 
chosen  for  the  district  south  of  Jabez  Corner,  and  the  Select- 
men be  instructed  to  divide  that  portion  of  the  Town  into  ten 
districts. 

Voted,  That  the  Surveyors  be  instructed  to  work  the  roads  in 
the  Spring,  and  to  employ  workmen  living  in  the  respective  dis- 
tricts. 

T  oted,  That  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  prosecute,  com- 
promise or  defend  any  claim  or  suit  within  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  name  of  the  Town. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  grant  to  the  Public  Library  the 
amount  of  the  dog  fund  now  in  the  Treasury,  to  wit.,  $792.55, 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $207.45  for  the  maintenance  of  said 
Library. 

Voted,  That  no  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  Town  ;  nays,  481 ;  yeas,  145. 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  $250  be  added  to  the  appropriation 
for  Watch  and  Police,  and  that  the  undrawn  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  enforcement  of  the  liquor  law  be  carried 
to  the  Watch  and  Police  Department,  and  that  the  addition 
thus  made  be  used  in  the  enforcement  of  the  vote  of  the  Town 
to  grant  no  license. 
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Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  publish  in  the 
next  annual  town  report  the  separate  items  of  expenditure 
incurred  in  the  enforcement  of  the  no-license  Jaw;  also  that 
they  be  instructed  to  give  an  account  of  the  number  of  raids, 
the  houses  and  persons  raided  and  the  general  work  of  the 
police,  special  or  regular,  in  the  carrying  out  the  vote  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Town. 

Voted,  That  the  Board  of  Engineers,  together  with  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Moderator,  who  shall  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  the  purchase  of  a  steam  fire  engine 
and  500  feet  of  hose,  and  report  at  a  future  meeting  of  the 
Town. 

Voted,  That  the  Water  Commissioners  be  authorized  to  lay 
such  new  pipes  and  take  up  such  two-inch  and  three-inch  pipes 
as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  sufficient  water  for  high  service 
supply  to  the  territory  south  of  Winter  Street,  in  pipes  through 
Pleasant,  South  and  Whiting  Streets,  and  to  carry  low  service 
supply  from  Spring  Hill  through  Sandwich  Street  to  Winter 
Street. 

Voted,  That  the  School  Committee,  together  with  the  Select- 
men, be  instructed  to  report  at  a  future  meeting  of  the  Town 
plans  and  estimates  and  a  suitable  location  for  a  new  High 
School-house. 

Voted,  That  the  Sewerage  Committee  recommend  that  the 
Selectmen  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session  to 
amend  Chapter  324  of  the  Acts  of  1887,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
authorize  the  Town  of  Plymouth  to  lay  sewers,"  in  accordance 
with  the  amendments  reported  by  them  and  printed  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  Town. 

Voted,  That  the  Water  Commissioners  be  released  from  the 
obligations  contained  in  the  vote  passed  July  2d,  1887,  relating 
to  water  pipes  on  Vernon  Street,  Robinson  Street  and  High- 
land Place, 
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Voted,  That  the  sum  of  $400  be  added  to  the  appropriation 
for  improvement  of  sidewalks,  and  that  the  same  be  expended 
for  concreting  the  sidewalks  on  Pleasant  and  South  Streets, 
within  the  bounds  laid  out  by  the  County  Commissioners  as  far 
south  as  Whiting  Street,  and  thence  to  the  Mount  Pleasant 
School-house. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  replace  the  con- 
crete crossings  at  the  foot  of  Spring  Hill  with  stone,  and  that 
the  cost  of  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  Roads 
and  Bridges. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  widen  and  change 
the  grade  of  the  road  at  the  north  part  of  the  Town  in  compli- 
ance with  the  order  of  the  County  Commissioners,  and  to  peti- 
tion the  Commissioners  for  an  allowance  for  damage  sustained 
by  the  necessity  of  relayiug  water  pipes. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen — William  H.  Nelson,  John  Churchill,  Everett  P. 
Sherman,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  William  T.  Davis. 

Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie. 

Town  Treasurer — Curtis  Davie. 

Collector  or  Taxes— John  Churchill. 

Assessors — Charles  H.  Holmes,  Alonzo  Warren,  Benjamin  F. 
Ward. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — George  H.  Jackson,  elected  March 
1,  1886;  Charles  P.  Hatch,  elected  March  7,  1887;  John 
Churchill,  elected  March  5,  1888. 

Water  Commissioners — Charles  S.  Davis,  elected  March  1, 

1886  ;  Samuel  H.  Doten,  Horace  P.  Bailey,  elected  March  7, 

1887  ;  Everett  F.  Sherman,  Nathaniel  Morton,  elected  March 
5,  1888. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee — Jesse  B.  Atwood,  Joseph  F. 
Towns,  Augustus  Bobbins. 

School  Committee— Charles  I.  Litchfield,  James  Millar, 
elected  March  1, 1886  ;  Elizabeth  Thurber,  Charles  O.  Churchill, 
elected  March  7,  1887 ;  William  T.  Davis,  elected  March  5, 
1888. 

Superintendent  of  Schools— Charles  Burton. 
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Constables — Joseph  W.  Hunting,  Freeman  Manter,  Joseph 
F.  Towns,  Ira  C.  Ward,  James  B.  Collingwood. 

Burial  Hill  Committee— Selectmen. 

Superintendent  of  Burial  Hill— William  T.  Davis. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber—  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins, 
Edward  B.  At  wood,  George  H.  Jackson,  Cornelius  C.  Holmes. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Christopher  T.  Harris. 

Plymouth  Beach  Committee— Selectmen. 

Surveyors  of  Highways  and  Bridges — Selectmen,  Charles 
E.  Bumpus,  Thomas  C.  Harlow,  Sydney  B.  Blackmer,  George 
H.  Pierce,  Clark  Finney,  Jr.,  Lewis  W.  Thrasher,  Horatio 
Wright,  Martin  V.  B.  Douglass,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson, 
Nathaniel  Clark. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers— Joseph  F.  Towns, 
Nathan  B.  Perry,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Jacob 
W.  Southworth,  Albert  O.  Beckman,  Nathan  E.  Smith. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works— Richard  W.  Bagnell. 

Collector  of  Water  Rates — William  T.  Hollis. 

Pound  Keepers— Obed  C.  Pratt,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Hosea  C. 
Bartlett,  Nathan  B.  Perry,  Nathan  E.  Smith. 

Trustees  of  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund — William  H. 
Nelson,  George  G.  Dyer,  William  T.  Davis. 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries— Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
Charles  B.  Stoddard,  Benjamin  A.  Hathaway,  Charles  E. 
Bumpus. 

Board  of  Registration— Isaac  M.  Jackson,  John  W. 
Churchill,  Herbert  Morrisey,  Curtis  Davie. 

Sexton — Ozen  Bates. 
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Board  of  Health— James  B.  Collingwood,  Edgar  D  wight 
Hill,  Charles  Henry  Holmes,  Henry  Harlow. 

Board  of  Engineers  of  Fire  Department — Horace  P. 
Bailey,  William  E.  Baker,  Peleg  S.  Burgess,  Albert  E.  Davis, 
George  E.  Saunders,  William  E.  Churchill. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods— William  T.  Davis, 
Nehemiah  L.  Savery,  John  C.  Barnes,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson, 
Samuel  Bradford,  Galen  R.  Holmes,  Horatio  Wright,  M.  V.  B. 
Douglass,  Joseph  F.  Towns,  Nathan  B.  Perry. 

Superintendent  of  Chiltonville  Burial  Ground— Augustus 
B.  Rogers. 
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Marriages  Registered  in  Plymouth  in  1888. 


Jan.  6.  Sylvanus  W.  Sampson  and  Asenath  S.  Burgess,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Jan.  10.  George  A.  Ross  of  Weymouth  and  Mary  E.  Wash- 
burn of  Plymouth.    Married  at  No.  Weymouth. 

Jan.  14.  Thomas  G.  Gillman  and  Lillian  T.  Baker,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.  19.  William  L.  Beckman  and  Mary  A.  Kelley,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.  30.  James  T.  Snell  and  Tilda  J.  Monaghan,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Middleboro. 

Jan.  30.  William  T.  Burt  and  Emily  G.  Westgate,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Middleboro. 

Feb.  0.  Arthur  J.  Howland  and  Florilla  A.  Harmon,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.  13.  James  A.  Shoults  and  Lydia  A.  Davidson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.  14.  John  Welch  and  Lena  Braunecker,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Feb.  14.  Will  C.  Snell  and  Alma  L.  Poreau,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth.   Married  in  Winchester,  N.  H. 

Feb  18.  Daniel  Burgess,  Jr.,  of  Plymouth,  and  Hannah 
Marsh  of  Duxbury.    Married  in  Duxbury. 

Mar.  1.  Seth  L.  Yickery  of  Kingston  and  Amy  C.  Ryder  of 
Middleboro. 

Mar.  8.  William  W.  Brewster  and  Cora  W.  Freeman,  both 
of  Plymouth. 
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Mar.  8.  Peter  Wood  and  Lucy  E.  Peterson,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Mar.  10.    John  Rudolph  and  Lena  Trees,  both  of  Plymouth. 

April  4.  Elmer  E.  Sherman  of  Plymouth  and  Helen  S.  Bab- 
bitt of  Dighton.    Married  in  Dighton. 

April  12.  Jeremiah  Driscoll  of  Plymouth  and  Hannah  J.  Don- 
ahue of  Boston.    Married  in  South  Boston. 

April  17.  William  F.  Shaw  of  Plymouth  and  Olive  B.  Thomp- 
son of  Shiremanstown,  Pa. 

April  21.  James  T.  Ryder  and  Lydia  W.  Reed,  both  of  Whit- 
man. 

April  25.  Charles  W.  Haskins  and  Alice  M.  Dean,  both  of 
Raynham. 

May  8.  Thomas  C.  Herbert  of  Plymouth  and  Gertrude  F. 
Maloon  of  Natick.    Married  in  Natick. 

May  10.  George  E.  Doten  and  Ella  M.  Bourne,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

May  17.  Edward  B.  Bums  and  Eleanor  B.  Pratt,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

May  19.  Frederick  A.  Voght  and  Bessie  F.  Wade,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  30.  William  B.  Drew  and  Lizzie  B.  Torrance,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  2.  Thomas  A.  Cornish  and  Mary  L  Proctor,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  3.  Herbert  W.  Bartlett  and  Addie  T.  Sampson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

June  5.  Frederic  W.  Franklin  of  Danielsonville,  Conn.,  and 
Sara  James  of  Plymouth. 

June  9.  Seth  Mehurin  and  Emily  Westgate,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  11.  Vincenzo  Peyzetti  and  Daria  Gallerani,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Boston. 
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June  15.    Lewis  B.  Gould  and  Annie  Gray,  both  of  Plymouth. 
June  15.    John  H.  Burke  aud  Elnora  E.  Eaton,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  16.  Charles  E.  Danforth  and  Lucetta  E.  Churchill,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

June  18.  Elmer  M.  Loring  and  Annie  F.  Holmes,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

June  23.  Louis  Wenbauer  and  Lizzie  Peck,  both  of  Pry- 
mouth. 

July  10.  Allen  D.  McKay  and  Mary  S.  Beaton,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  12.  Frederick  D.  Bartlett  and  Lucy  May  Harlow,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

July  26.  Henry  K.  White  of  Winchester  and  Annie  A.  Fraw- 
ley  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Boston. 

July  27.  Ezra  8.  Diman,  Jr.,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mary  E.  Lucas 
of  Carver. 

Aug.  10.  Edward  J.  Carr  and  Agnes  W.  McKenzie,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  16.  Frank  Ellis  and  Frances  A.  Green,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Aug.  18.    Philip  Dries  and  Anna  Baus,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Aug.  25.    Edwin  H.  Marks  and  Emma  D.  Hathaway,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Aug.  20.    William  H.  Peterson  and  Addie  F.  Bennison,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Sept.  8.  Willard  B.  Swift  and  Mary  B.  Morse,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.  12.  Jay  H.  Wood  of  Lynn  and  Sarah  A.  Nichol  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Sept.  22.  Henry  Gould  and  Elizabeth  B.  Churchill,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.  27.  James  H.  Bobbins  and  Edith  May  Sampson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Oct.  2.  Bernard  Cahill  and  Hannah  Quinlan,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.  15.  Fred  D.  Gerry  and  Delia  J.  Domas,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.    23.    Edward  H.  Burbeck  of  Plymouth  and  Elnora  F. 

Thomas  of  Littleton,  N.  H.    Married  in  Bosion. 

Oct.  25.  Wallace  Nightingale  and  Sarah  Valler,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Oct.   27.    Andrew  E.  Raymond  of   Plymouth   and   Ida  M. 

Chandler  of  Duxbury. 
Nov.     5.    Jacob  Mahler,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  Herrick,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.  G.  Bradford  L.  Raymond  and  Susan  A.  Parker,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  f>.  Elijah  H.  Douglas  and  Elizabeth  Haskius,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  7.  Isaac  Martin  Smith  of  Plymouth  and  Annie  Ryder 
of  Bourne.    Married  in  Bourne. 

Nov.  20.  Charles  H.  Gerrior  and  Ida  E.  Churchill,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Sandwich. 

Nov.  24.  Daniel  McDonald  and  Christy  A.  McAuley,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  27.  John  J.  O'Connell  and  Ellen  F.  Lawler,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  28.  Frank  Longfellow  and  Fannie  E.  Dean,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.  Wallace  H.  Ellis  of  Lynn  and  Carrie  A.  Harlow  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.  William  F.  Fuller  and  Carrie  G.  Leonard,  both  of 
Worcester. 

Nov.  29.    Lawrence  H.  White  and  Annie  G.  Murray  of  Boston. 

Married  in  South  Boston. 
Nov.  29.    Antonio  S.  Lebrun  of  Taunton  and  Emma  D.  Wood 

of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Taunton. 
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Dec.   13.    Charles  D.  Lewis  and  Hannah  B.  Ellis,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.   13.    Robert  S.  Phillips  and  Annie  Bartlett,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  19.    John  B.  Briggs  and  Lillian  G.  Harlow,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.   19.    Benjamin  T.  Haskins  and  Susie  A.  Chase,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  24.    Herbert  M.  Ryder  and  Jennie  G.  Sampson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  25.    Henry  Henderson  and  Sarah  Manuel,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  25.    Nicholas  Stevens  and  Mary  Kuhn,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  29.    George  W.  Wall  and  Annie  H.  Bobbins,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  31.    Walter  Whiting  and  Jennie  A.  Cooper,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 
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Louisa  F.  Swift, 
Ilattie  G.  Kostner, 
Ethel  May  Swift, 
Cynthia  Holmes, 
Maicia  T.  Hubbard, 
George  F.  Henderson, 
Charles  Goodspeed, 
Sarah  S.  Seymour, 
Hattie  Washburn, 
Mary  Ann  Sylvester, 
Elizabeth  M.  Stioeter. 

Charles  G.  Buck, 

John  F.  Hoyt, 

John  Marshall  Williams, 

Wjlliam  A.Steere.ahas  Lofelmd, 

Catharine  Turner  Harlow, 

Jane  Mawbey, 

Warren  B.  Swift, 

Eliza  Gardner, 

George  William  Bassett, 

John  Morrison, 

William  H.  Saunders, 

Hugh  McAuley, 

Eliza  Kempton, 

Martha  LeBaron  Goddard, 

Acldie  B.  Stuart, 

Eliza  D.  Tufts, 

Hannah  Frances  Smith, 

Stephen  Lucas, 

Catharine  Garvey, 

William  Sumner  Pratt, 

Charles  Bartlett  Irish, 

Lydia  Harlow, 
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Edward  and  Esther.  [Abington. 
Henry  0.  and  Sarah  R,    ])ied  in  No. 
James  and  Mary.    Died  in  Avon. 
Thomas  and  Nancy. 
William  and  Phebe.    Died  in  Chel- 
Stephen  and  Mary,  [sea. 
Peter  and  Klizabeth  Tyson, 
Nathan  and  Experience. [Charlesto wn 
Isaac  and  Anna  Bartlett.     Died  in 
Bjlvanus  and  Eliza  8.  Harvey.  Died  in  Taunton. 
William  &  Eunice.  Died  in  Boston. 
Ivory  and  Lucy. 
Mannie  F.  arid  Jennie  B. 
John  S.  and  Mary  1). 
William  H.  and  Addie  F. 

William  IL  and  Addie  F. 
Ephraim  and  Mary  E.    Died  in  Bel- 

[mont. 

Michael  and  Mary  Quinlan. 
Nathaniel  and  Lydia  Goodwin.  Died 
John  and  Maria.             [in  Boston. 
Samuel  and  Rebecca  Doten. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Old  Age, 

Unknown,  (Found  Dead.) 
Intussusception, 
(  Md  Age, 
( lancer  of  Face, 
Catarrh  of  Bladder, 
Heart  Failure, 
|  Found  dead  in  bed, 
Old  Age, 

Valvular  Disease  of  Heart, 

Old  Age. 
i  Tubercular  Meningitis, 
;  Catarrh  of  Bladder, 

Peritonitis, 

Premature, 

Pneumonia, 

Premature, 

Bright's  Disease, 

Bronchitis, 

Dropsy. 
I  Catarrhal  Bronchitis, 
I  Phthisis  Pulmonalis, 
|  Old  Age, 

-  -  |  -  2  a  1  3  1  S  1  2  3  1  2  1  *  5  1  !  50 * 

KNXHIOX    j   —       SO    |        «©  «M    |          |  rf    j  CO  -4-  ?\  © 

•s.ix?aA 

Edward  Doten, 
Charles  Goodspeed, 
William  H.  McLaughlin, 
Thomas  Bassett, 
Ellis  1).  Barnes, 
Thomas  N.  Bartlett, 
Ann  Selah. 
Bella  F.  Whiting, 
Hannah  B.  White, 
Sarah  E.  Wood, 
Sylvanus  S.  Paulding, 
Ivory  L.  Harlow, 
Francis  F.  McHenry, 
Alma  May  Butler, 
Ada  Peterson, 
Abbie  A.  Robinson, 
Ida  V.  Peterson, 
James  Walter  Spooner, 
James  Swanton, 
Sarah  J.  Heath, 
Lydia  C.  Hedge, 
Mary  Garvey, 
Rebecca  H.  Talbot. 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  of  births,  marriages  and 

deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1888  : 

Births. 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1888    124 

Females   64 

Males   60 

The  parentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows  : 

Both  parents  American    75 

Both  parents  born  in  Germany   12 

"  "  British  Provinces   8 

Italy   6 

Ireland   1 

"  "  Western  Islands    1 

Mixed,  one  American    16 

Mixed,  other  nationalities    4 

Unknown     1 
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Marriages. 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1888   74 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States   54 

"          "            Germany   6 

"          "            British  Provinces    3 

Ireland    2 

Italy   1 

Mixed,  one  American   7 

Mixed,  other  nationalities   1 


Deaths. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  iu  1888,  168, — 34 
of  which  occurred  out  of  town,  burial  taking  place  in  Plymouth. 


Females  .   92 

Males   76 

Born  in  United  States     151 

"  Ireland   6 

"  British  Provinces    3 

"  Scotland    2 

"  Germany    2 

"  England   2 

"  Wales   -   -JJ 

"  Norway    1 


CURTIS  DAVIE,  Town  Clerk. 


COPY  OF  ARTICLES  IN  THE  WARRANT 

For  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  to  be  held  in 
Davis  Hall,  at  8.30  o'clock  in  the  Fore- 
noon of  Monday,  March  11,  1889. 


Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  Officers  and 
Committees  of  the  Town  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year.  The  following  Officers  will,  in  accordance  with  a 
vote  of  the  Town,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  be  voted  for  on 
one  ballot,  to  wit :  Selectmen,  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Auditor, 
Assessors,  Constables,  Collector  of  Taxes,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  "Water  Commissioners,  School  Committee,  Board  of 
Health,  Committee  on  Agawam  and  Half-way  Pond  Fishery. 

Art.  4.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  jurors  prepared  by 
the  Selectmen. 
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Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes,  and  for  disbursement  under  the  provisions 
of  the  laws  relating  to  State  aid,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  Town  after  January  1st,  1890. 

Art  6.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  raise  such 
sums  of  money  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Decoration 
Day. 

Art.  8.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  Town?  Vote  to  be  by  separate  ballot,  "Yes," 
or  "  No,"  in  answer  to  the  question. 

Art.  9.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  aid  of  the 
Public  Library. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  choose  a  Superintendent  of 
Vine  Hills  Cemetery. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  dollars,  as  reccom mended  in  the  report  of  the 
School  Committee,  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  an 
evening  school. 

Art.  12.  To  hear  an  act  upon  the  report  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, together  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  concerning  plans 
and  estimates  and  a  suitable  location  for  a  new  High  School- 
house,  and  make  such  appropriation  for  said  school-house  and 
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location  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  action  of  the  Town 
into  effect. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to 
erect  an  electric  light  on  the  corner  of  Summer  and  Oak  streets. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to 
lay  out  and  sell  lots  in  Chilton ville  and  Manomet  burial  grounds. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the  Board  of 
Engineers  to  locate  a  hose  carriage,  with  five  hundred  feet  of 
hose,  at  Chiltonville,  near  Hayden's  factory,  and  make  an 
appropriation  for  the  same. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  Chapter  361  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1888,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Town  of 
Plymouth  to  establish  a  system  of  sewerage." 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  establish  a  system  of 
sewerage  and  elect  some  Committee  or  persons  to  carry  the 
same  into  effect. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to 
issue  bonds,  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dollars,  on  such 
terms  and  for  such  time  as  they  deem  for  the  interest  of  the 
Town,  and  to  provide  at  the  time  of  issue  of  said  bonds  for 
their  annual  proportionate  payment,  as  provided  in  said  act. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  elect  three  persons  as  a 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  and  prescribe  their  terms  of 
office. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of 
one   dollar   to   purchase  about   eighty  acres    of  land  near 
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Billington  Sea,  being  the  premises  conveyed  by  Nathaniel 
Morton  to  George  R.  Briggs,  by  deed  January  31,  1889,  to  be 
held  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  park,  under  Section  154, 
Statutes  of  1888. 

Art.  21.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  an  electric  light  plant 
for  the  purpose  of  lighting  the  streets,  squares  and  public 
offices,  etc.,  of  the  Town,  and  make  the  necessary  appropriation 
therefor. 
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Report  Concerning  Plans  and  Location  for  a 
New  High  School  Building. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Town  in  1888,  it  was  voted  :  — 
"That  the  School  Committee,  together  with  the  Selectmen,  be 
instructed  to  report  at  a  future  meeting  of  the  Town,  plans  and 
estimates  and  a  suitable  location  for  a  new  High  School-house." 

The  Boards  of  School  Committee,  and  Selectmen,  acting  jointly, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  first  step  taken  by  the  Boards  was  to  consider  the  various 
sites  in  the  Town  available  for  the  proposed  purpose,  with  the  view 
of  coming  to  a  decision  upon  a  suitable  location  before  considering 
plans,  the  character  of  which  would  depend  largely  upon  the  site  to 
which  they  must  be  adapted. 

Six  or  seven  estates  were  inspected,  their  environment  taken 
into  consideration,  their  sanitary  conditions  investigated ;  and  the 
question  was  considered  how  far  each  would  not  only  meet 
the  requirements  of  a  High  School,  but  also  be  acceptable  to  the 
people  of  the  Town.  From  an  economical  point  of  view,  the  Boards 
also  kept  in  mind  the  expediency  of  selecting  a  situation  which 
would  to  the  least  degree  diminish  the  taxable  property  of  the 
Town.  After  a  full  and  thorough  examination  of  the  whole  subject, 
the  Boards,  though  at  first  divided  in  opinion,  came  unanimously 
to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  to  the  Town,  as  a  suitable  location, 
the  site  of  the  present  High  School  building,  with  the  two  estates 
separating  it  from  Jefferson  Street  on  the  north.  These  estates  can 
be  secured  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  six  thousand  dollars.  A  refusal 
6 
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of  the  estate  on  the  corner  of  Jefferson  Street,  owned  by  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Barnes,  for  three  thousand  dollars,  has  been  obtained, 
while  the  estate  adjoining  it.  owned  by  the  heirs  of  James 
Kendrick.  is  so  held  that  it  can  only  be  secured  under  the  law 
relating  to  land  taken  for  school  purposes.  Six  thousand  dollars 
will  certainly  coyer  the  cost  of  both  estates.  The  dimensions  of 
the  entire  lot  are  1 14  feet  on  the  front,  and  130  feet  on  the  sides. 

Haying  agreed  on  a  location,  the  Boards  obtaiued  from  Bryant  & 
Eaton,  architects,  of  Boston,  plan*  adapted  to  its  size  and  shape, 
which,  after  some  changes  and  modifications  made  both  with  the 
view  of  reducing  the  cost  of  the  building,  and  of  more  completely 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  school,  the  Boards  have  unani- 
mously voted  to  recommend  to  the  Town.  It  has  been  taken  for 
granted  that  it  would  be  the  wish  of  the  Town,  if  a  building  should 
be  erected,  that  it  should  not  be  devoid  of  reasonable  architectural 
beauty,  and  that  its  interior  arrangements  should  satisfy  the  wants, 
not  only  of  to-day.  but  for  many  years  to  come,  and  be  thoroughly 
adapted  to  the  best  management  of  the  school.  Heliotvpe  repre- 
sentations of  these  plans  accompany  this  report. 

No.  1  represents  the  front  elevation  of  a  building,  constructed 
of  wood,  102  feet  wide  and  44  feet  high  up  to  the  cornice. 
Each  end  of  the  building  projects  6  feet  beyond  the  face,  and  in 
the  centre  a  vestibule  IS  feet  wide,  built  of  brick,  projects 
20  feet,  giving  room  for  outside  doors  and  interior  swinging  doors, 
together  with  five  steps  rising  to  a  landing,  from  which  nine  steps 
more  lead  to  the  first  floor.  The  basement  above  the  stone  foun- 
dation is  of  brick,  with  stone  window  caps  and  sills.  The  front 
above  the  basement  shows  a  combination  of  shingles  and  clapboards, 
the  dotted  marks  representing  the  former  and  the  horizontal  lines  the 
latter.  Four  steps  on  the  outside  lead  to  the  Moor  of  the  vestibule, 
from  which  the  sill  of  the  outer  door  rises.  The  extreme  depth  of 
the  building,  including  the  school-room  in  the  rear. which  may  be  seen 
in  plan  No.  :3,  and  also  including  the  vestibule  and  front  steps, 
is  120  feet. 
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No.  2  represents  the  basement  floor,  three  feet  below  the  level 
of  the  ground  at  the  front,  with  walls  11  \  feet  in  the  clear.  On 
this  floor,  which  is  to  be  concreted  throughout,  are  two  labora- 
tories—  one  in  each  corner  —  25  feet  by  30  each;  one  lavatory  on 
the  south  for  boys  and  one  on  the  north  for  girls,  each  with  six 
water  closets,  the  former  with  six  urinals,  and  each  19  feet  by  20. 
Besides  these  there  is  a  play  room  adjoining  the  boys'  lavatory, 
27  feet  by  30  ;  a  boiler  room  with  two  boilers  ;  a  janitor's  room  and 
a  teacher's  lavatory,  containing  two  water  closets.  Each  laboratory 
has  a  fireplace  in  the  central  corner.  Some  expense  is  saved  by 
omitting  the  excavation  for  a  cellar  under  the  extreme  rear  of 
the  school-room. 

No.  3  represents  the  first  floor,  which  is  reached  by  the  flight 
of  nine  steps  already  referred  to  in  the  central  hall,  on  each  side  of 
which  is  a  flight  leading  to  the  basement.  The  width  of  the  hall  is 
18  feet,  and  the  width  of  the  crosswise  hall,  from  which  doors  open 
into  the  school-room,  is,  at  its  narrowest  point  where  the  recess  for 
the  teacher's  platform  encroaches  on  it,  10  feet.  On  this  floor 
are  two  class  rooms,  25  feet  by  30,  and  12  feet  high  in  the  clear,  in 
the  central  corner  of  each  of  which  is  a  fireplace.  There  are  also 
two  dressing  rooms,  \§\  feet  by  20,  in  the  rear  of  the  class  rooms, 
accessible  directly  from  the  school-room  and  the  hall ;  and  two 
teachers'  rooms,  each  10  feet  by  12.  The  school-room  is  on  the 
level  of  this  floor,  and  is  thus  brought  above  the  ground,  which  has 
a  considerable  rise  from  front  to  rear.  This  room  is  66  feet  deep 
and  55  feet  wide,  and  has  a  teacher's  platform  10  feet  deep  and 
20  feet  long,  with  a  space  between  the  platform  and  the  front  row 
of  desks,  6  feet  wide.  The  floor  space  can  accommodate  two 
hundred  and  four  single  .desks  in  twelve  rows,  with  seventeen  in 
each  row,  the  rows  being  22  inches  apart,  with  a  central  aisle 
4  feet  wide  ;  side  aisles  next  the  walls  4  feet,  4  inches  wide  ;  and 
a  rear  aisle  4  feet,  6  inches  wide.  A  fireplace  at  each  central 
corner  enters  the  chimney,  which  is  entered  by  the  fireplace  of  the 
corresponding  class  room.  The  walls  are  to  be  ceiled  to  a  height  of 
3  feet  from  the  floor,  and  above  the  ceiling  are  blackboards  44  feet 


92 


in  width.  There  are  live  windows  on  each  side,  six  in  the  rear,  and 
two  on  each  side  in  the  slope  of  the  roof,  into  which  the  room 
extends,  with  two  open  timber  trusses  running  across  and  inter- 
lacing each  other.  If  desired,  a  gallery  can  be  introduced  over  the 
platform  opening  from  the  second  floor  ;  but  snch  a  feature  is  not 
included  in  the  specifications  and  estimates.  The  height  of  the 
room  is  25  feet  on  the  sides  and  34  feet  in  the  centre.  In  the  angle 
of  the  projection  of  the  main  building  beyond  the  school-room,  on 
each  side,  is  an  outside  door. — one  on  Franklin  Street  and  the 
other  on  Jefferson  Street,  opening  into  the  dressing  rooms,  which  in 
cold  weather  can  be  exclusively  used,  while  the  front  door,  with  a 
northern  exposure,  can  be  closed. 

No.  4  represents  the  second  floor,  with  two  class  rooms 
25  feet  by  34  ;  a  teacher's  room  and  School  Committee  room  on 
the  south  and  north,  in  the  rear  of  the  class  rooms,  each  16  feet 
by  19£.  Here  also  are  lireplaces  in  the  central  corners  of  the 
rooms.  The  height  of  this  story  is  13  feet  in  the  clear,  and 
the  floor  is  reached  by  two  return  flights  of  steps,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  main  central  flight  in  the  main  hall. 

The  specifications  for  such  a  building  as  is  here  described  have 
been  carefully  prepared,  calling  for  the  best  material  and  work, 
including  plumbing,  drains,  steam  heating  apparatus  of  the  most 
approved  quality,  a  satisfactory  system  of  ventilation,  and  every- 
thing, except  furniture,  needed  for  a  first  class  High  School 
building,  and  have  been  submitted  to  a  competent  mechanic  for 
examination,  from  whom  estimates  have  been  obtained.  The 
Boards  are  warranted  in  saying  to  the  Town  that  the  sum  of 
$30,000  will,  in  their  judgment,  cover  the  cost  of  the  building. 

The  Boards  have  obtained  from  the  architects  other  estimates 
varying  with  the  material  and  method  of  construction.  For  a 
building  with  the  first  story  of  the  main  building  in  brick,  with 
stone  window  caps  and  sills,  as  in  the  basement,  and  the  rear 
school-room  in  wood,  the  estimated  cost  is  §39,000 ;  for  a  main 
building  constructed  entirely  of  brick,  with  stone  window  caps  and 
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sills,  and  the  rear  of  wood,  $40,500  ;  for  an  entire  brick  building, 
including  the  rear  building,  $42,300. 

In  conclusion,  the  Boards  beg  leave  to  say  that  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  they  have  endeavored  to  faithfully  carry  out 
their  instructions,  and  they  respectfully  submit  their  report  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Town. 


William  H.  Nelson, 
William  T.  Davis, 
Leavitt  T.  Robbins, 
Everett  F.  Sherman, 
John  Churchill. 


J-  Selectmen. 


William  T.  Davis, 
James  Millar. 


School 
Committee . 


Charles  I.  Litchfield,  [■ 
Elizabeth  Thurber, 


Charles  O.  Churchill.  J 


Plymouth,  February  5,  1889. 
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At  the  annual  meeting  elections  must  be  held  for  two 
members  of  the  Committee  for  three  years,  and  one  for 
the  unexpired  term,  of  two  years,  of  Frederick  X.  Knapp 
deceased. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  School  Committee  respectfully  submit  their  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1888. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Town,   in  1888,  appro- 


priations were  made: — 
For— 

Support  of  schools,  books  and  supplies.  .  .  .     $23,800  00 
Enlargement  of  the  Grammar  School-house 
at  Chilton ville.  and  the  Sub- Primary 

school-house  on  Oak  Street   1.000  00 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  School  Depart- 
ment has  been  credited  during  the 
year  with  the  following  items  : — 

Undrawn  balance  of  1887    887  95 

School  fund,  income  from  the  State   82  88 

One-half  of  fence   1  7  40 

Income  of  the  Murdock  fund   18  25 


Total  credits   $25,806  48 

The  amount  of  bills  paid  during  the  year, 

has  been   25,943  65 


Leaving  a  deficiency  of   $137  17 
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The  classified  expenses  have  been  as  follows : — 


For  — 

Salaries  of  teachers   $16,832  50 

Books  and  supplies   1,505  36 

Fuel.  :   1,137  12 

Janitors  and  care  of  school-rooms   1,133  55 

Superintendent   1.200  00 

Music  teacher,  including  horse   750  00 

Horse  hire     153  25 

Truant  officers   75  00 

Furniture   279  52 

Repairs,  including  enlargement  of  houses  1,864  41 

Express   47  35 

Transportation,  etc..  of  scholars   168  37 

Cash  paid  the  Town  of  Bourne  for  school- 
ing  151  52 

Gas  and  water   23  50 

Printing   126  36 

Care  of  out-houses   63  00 

Binding  books   73  85 

Expenses  of  High  School  exhibition   38  62 

Tuning  piano   4  00 

Evening  school   261  23 

Travelling  expenses   15  33 

Sundries   39  81 


$25,943  65 
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The  GomAiitt.ee  recommend  for  the  support  and  super- 
intendence of  schools  and  the  purchase  of  books  and  sup- 
plies, the  same  appropriation  as  that  of  last  year, 
$23,800.  As  unusual  repairs  will  be  required  during 
the  present  year  they  recommend,  in  addition,  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,000  for  repairs,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  school-house  grounds.  They  do  not  recommend  any 
appropriation  to  meet  the  deficiency  of  last  year  as,  in  their 
opinion,  the  above  appropriations  will  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  deficiency  as  well  as  the  expenses  of  the  year. 

The  Evening  School,  for  which  no  appropriation  was 
made  last  year,  the  Committee  recommend  be  resumed 
during  the  present  school-year  and  that  the  sum  of  $400 
be  appropriated  for  its  support.  At  the  annual  meeting 
in  1887,  an  appropriation  of  $300  was  made  for  this 
school  and  it  was  maintained  during  the  Winter  of  1887 
and  1888,  to  such  advantage  that  its  re-establishment  seems 
desirable.  It  not  only  forms  in  itself  a  useful  adjunct  to 
the  school  system,  but  it  meets  requirements  in  the  laws 
relating  to  the  employment  of  illiterates  in  our  factories, 
which  can  be  met  in  no  other  way. 

The  Committee  have  no  new  statement  of  importance 
to  make  to  the  Town  concerning  the  condition  of  the 
schools.  During  the  year  the  increasing  number  of 
pupils  at  Ellisville,  not  only  warranted,  but  rendered 
necessary,  the  establishment  of  a  school  in  the  school- 
house  in  that  neighborhood  which  had  been  for  some  time 
out  of  use. 

During  the  Spring  term  the  sub-Primary  school  at 
Seaside  became  so  crowded  that  temporary  arrangements 
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with  an  additional  teacher  became  necessary,  but  were 
abandoned  on  the  redistribution  of  scholars  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Fall  term.  There  are  now  thirty-three 
schools  in  the  town,  each  with  one  teacher,  except  the 
High  School  which  is  conducted  by  a  Principal  and  four 
assistants.  These  schools  with  their  location,  and  the 
names  of  their  teachers,  together  with  their  salaries,  will 
be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent.  In  justice 
to  teachers  of  schools  of  the  lower  grades,  the  salaries  of 
most  of  them  have  been  raised,  during  the  year,  to  a 
point,  more  closely  approximating  to  that  which  their 
expenses  of  living  and  their  fidelity  as  servitors  of  the 
Town  demanded.  Dining  the  year,  Mr.  Seth  S.  Crocker, 
who  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  the  efficient  and 
successful  teacher  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Grammar  School, 
resigned  his  position  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr. 
John  AV .  Herrick,  who  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  compe- 
tent and  faithful  instructor. 

The  Committee  have  no  suggestions  to  offer  with  regard 
to  the  introduction  of  new  studies  in  the  schools.  Indeed, 
it  is  becoming  a  serious  question  whether  the  increasing 
number  of  studies,  which  modern  educational  ideas  have 
favored,  has  really  promoted  the  usefulness  of  our 
school  system.  The  allowance  of  time  assigned  to  each 
study  has  been  so  limited  in  the  division  of  school  hours 
rendered  necessary  by  a  too  extended  curriculum  as  to  be 
insufficient  for  thorough  and  useful  school  work.  A 
small  garden,  well  tilled,  is  a  proverb  as  applicable  to 
methods  of  education  as  to  other  fields  of  labor,  and  too 
many  irons  in  the  fire  are  as  obstructive  to  he  tattain- 
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men t  of  knowledge  as  to  solid  success  in  the  occupations 
of  life. 

The  Committee  do  not  propose  to  enlarge  on  the 
reform  in  our  educational  system,  here  hinted  at,  nor 
have  they  as  yet  any  well  settled  and  definite  opinions  on 
the  subject.  They  wish  merely  to  disclose  to  the  Town 
the  current  of  their  thought  which  may  lead  to  the  adop- 
tion of  some  plan  which  shall  limit  the  extent  of  study 
but  at  the  same  time  make  it  more  thorough  and  practi- 
cal. 

With  regard  to  the  necessity  of  a  new  High  School 
House  which  the  Committee  have  repeatedly  represented 
to  the  Town  in  their  annual  reports,  they  wish  to  say 
that  they  are  more  than  ever  impressed  with  its  urgency. 
The  defects  of  the  present  building  are  almost  too  num- 
erous to  mention.  The  seating  capacity  of  the  school- 
room is  insufficient,  and  as  our  Town  increases  in  popula- 
tion this  insufficiency  is  becoming  yearly  more  marked. 
And  even  if  the  capacity  ot  the  floor  were  sufficient  for 
all  the  desks  required, the  low  ceiling  of  the  room  brings 
the  cubic  measure  of  air  space  far  below  that  which 
the  demands  of  health  require. '  The  class-rooms  are 
poorly  arranged  and  their  defective  ventilation,  like  that 
of  the  school-room,  cannot  be  thoroughly  remedied  by 
any  methods  of  which  the  building  is  susceptible,  or  even 
partially,  by  any  economical  expenditure  of  money.  The 
house  is  warmed  by  nine  stoves,  and  even  these  are  insuf- 
ficient in  the  coldest  weather  to  raise  the  temperature  of 
the  various  rooms  to  a  degree  of  heat  conducive  to  com- 
fort and  a  close  application  to  study.     Aside  from  these 


102 


defects,  the  building  is  an  old  one  nearly  ninety  years  of 
age.  constantly  needing  repairs  and  during  the  coming 
year  if  it  should  be  kept  in  use  the  high  flight  of  steps 
along  the  front  must,  at  considerable  expense,  be  re- 
newed. Those  of  the  Committee  who  have  inspected 
the  High  School-houses  of  other  towns,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties  as  members  of  the  joint  Committee 
instructed  by  the  Town  to  report  a  suitable  plan  and  loca- 
tion for  a  new  structure,  have  been  especially  impressed 
with  the  mortifying  conditions  under  which  the  High 
School  work  of  Plymouth  is  performed,  and  feel  that  for 
the  credit  of  the  Town,  a  new  building  should  be  erected 
which  in  its  architectural  beauty  shall  stand  as  an  em- 
blem of  our  regard  for  the  cause  of  education,  and  in  its 
commodious  arrangement  shall  enable  faithful  teachers  to 
perform  faithful  work. 

Rev.  Frederick  N*.  Knapp,  the  late  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  to  whose  fidelity  to  educational  interests  and 
enthusiasm  in  the  performance  of  every  good  work  for 
their  promotion  the  Committee  wish  to  bear  witness,  held 
no  public  measure  nearer  to  his  heart  than  that  which 
the  Committee  now  urge  upon  the  Town.  As  a  memo- 
rial of  our  departed  friend  whom  we  all  loved  and  hon- 
ored, let  us  secure  its  early  consummation. 

WM.  T.  DAVIS,  ] 

JAMES  MILLAR,  |  School 

CHARLES  I.  LITCHFIELD,  }■ 

ELIZABETH  THURBER,  |  Committee. 

CHARLES  0.  CHURCHILL,  J 

Plymouth,  Feb.  4,  1889. 
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At  a  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of  January  29th. 
the  School  Committee,  desiring  to  express  their  appreci- 
ation of  the  valuable  life  and  labor  of  their  late  Chair- 
man, Rev.  Frederick  N.  Knapp,  passed  the  following- 
resolutions: — 

Resolved: — That  the  service  rendered  by  Mr.  Knapp,  to  the  cause 
of  education,  by  many  years  of  earnest  work  for  the  elevation 
and  usefulness  of  our  common  schools, has  been  of  inestimable  value, 
and  his  sudden  death  leaves  a  vacancy  that  cannot  easily  be  filled. 

Resolved: — That  not  only  in  the  department  to  which  by  general 
approval,  he  was  repeatedly  chosen,  but  in  the  many  public  meas- 
ures to  which  his  attention  was  called,  his  clear  perception  of  duty 
directed  him,  and  a  conscientious  support  of  worthy  objects  was 
readily  given. 

Resolved: — That  with  feelings  of  deep  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  Mr. 
Knapp  as  associate,  citizen  and  friend,  we  tender  our  sincere  sympa- 
thy to  his  family,  conscious  that  the  memory  of  his  many  virtues 
will  become  a  bright  spot  in  this  cloud  of  affliction. 

Resolved : — That  these  resolutions  be  entered  in  the  Records  of 
the  School  Board, and  that  the  Secretary  send  a  copy  to  the  family  of 
Mr.  Knapp. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

Tn  accordance  with  your  rules.  I  would  herewith  re- 
spectfully submit  my  annual  report  on  the  character  and 
progress  of  the  schools  under  your  charge : 

It  is  impossible  to  avoid  what  may  appear  to  be  repe- 
tition of  the  report  of  the  year  preceding  this,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  growing  improvement  in  the  principles  and 
methods  of  instruction,  and  of  the  increasing  interest  of 
the  teachers  in  whatever  concerns  the  welfare  and  pro- 
gress of  the  schools  under  their  care  ;  and  also,  of  their 
cordial  co-operation  in  all  suggestions  tending  to  practical 

benefit  and  efficiency  in  the  modes  of  presenting  the 
various  branches  of  school  work.  All  that  was  true  one 
year  ago  is  true  now,  while  the  rate  of  improvement  is 
not  diminished;  and  is,  we  hope,  appreciated  in  the  pub- 
lic mind. 

The  reading  of  professional  literature  practised  by 
many  of  our  teachers  is  of  much  benefit  to  them.  The 
art  of  teaching  is  now  so  thoroughly  discussed  in  our 
periodical  school  publications  that  professional  reading 
on  the  subject  is  easy  of  access  and  full  of  interest  to 
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educators.  It  helps  them  in  many  ways.  It  conveys  to 
them  intelligence  of  the  progress  made  in  different  parts 
of  our  own  and  in  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  in  their 
own  immediate  neighborhood,  and  enlarges  their  ideas  of 
the  importance  and  nobility  of  their  work.  It  makes 
them  familiar  with  the  improvements  which  the  demands 
of  the  age  require,  and  inspires  them  to  efforts  to  do  all 
that  can  be  done  for  their  pupils.  The  knowledge  of 
what  is  attained  by  others,  which  is  gained  by  this  course 
of  reading,  creates  enthusiasm  and  inspiration  in  the 
teacher,  and  no  teacher  can  be  successful  without  them. 

The  practice  of  visiting  schools,  which,  according  to 
our  regulations,  every  teacher  is  permitted  once  a  month 
to  do,  and  of  which  many  of  them  avail  themselves,  is  a 
very  beneficial  arrangement.  It  gives  opportunity  to 
each  teacher  for  observing  whatever  of  excellence  may 
be  adopted,  and  whatever  of  doubtful  utility  may  be 
avoided  in  his  or  her  own  practice,  thus  securing  a  gen- 
eral improvement  in  the  schools. 

High  School. 

The  course  of  study  in  our  High  School  is  attracting  at 
the  present  time  unusual  attention.  Many  persons,  who 
are  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  too  many  branches  of 
study  imposed  upon  the  scholars,  are  desirous  to  have  the 
programme  simplified,  so  that  more  time  may  be  given  to 
what  they  consider  the  more  practical  department  of  the 
school,  and  thereby  to  obtain  a  better  scholarship  in  the 
English  branches.  This  suggested  change  would,  un- 
doubtedly, bring  about  the  desired  result  ;  but  the  wants 
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of  the  community  in  regard  to  the  education  of  children 
are  so  various  that  a  greater  simplification  of  the  pro- 
gramme of  studies  is  very  difficult.  Some  prefer  a 
strictly  literary  culture,  including  a  knowledge  of  foreign 
languages,  especially  for  girls,  even  expressing  the  desire 
that  their  daughters  may  pursue  mathematical  studies, 
only  so  far  as  to  enable  them  ;'to  make  change  in  shop- 
ping.'7 Others,  who  may  have  boys  looking  forward  to 
mechanical  and  scientific  employments,  give  the  prefer- 
ence to  studies  of  that  nature,  judging,  very  wisely,  that 
excellence  in  these  departments  will  conduce,  most 
immediately,  to  their  sons'  future  welfare.  It  is  very 
pleasant  to  notice  in  this  connection  the  high  standing 
which  several  boys,  who  had  their  mathematical  and 
scientific  training  in  our  High  School,  attained  in  the 
institution  for  which  they  were  so  well  fitted,  and  their 
subsequent  appointment  to  situations  of  profit  and  re- 
sponsibility. 

With  all  these  conflicting  demands  upon  the  instruction 
given  in  the  High  School,  each  of  which  should  be 
equally  respected,  any  plan  for  training  the  youth  of  the 
Town  in  one  institution,  managed  in  an  economical  way, 
must  have  some  deficiencies  ;  must  be  wanting  in  unity. 
Economy  demands  that  the  number  of  teachers  should  be 
small  ;  the  variety  of  studies  to  be  taught  calls  for  a 
larger  supply  of  teaching  power  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
work  successfully.  The  interest  of  scholars  is  often  dis- 
tracted by  a  variety  of  pursuits  in  attempting  too  much; 
so  that  persistency  in  work,  so  necessary  to  the  accom- 
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plishment  of  satisfactory  results,  becomes  almost  imprac- 
ticable. 

Six  years  ago  the  task  of  working  out  a  plan  of  studies 
for  the  High  School,  with  the  hope  of  obviating  the  then 
existing  difficulties,  was  imposed  upon  a  sub-committee 
of  three,  by  the  School  Board  of  this  Town.  One  of 
these  three  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Knapp,  who  has  lately 
passed  away,  whose  interest  in  this  school  especially,  was 
so  earnest  and  persevering,  that  he  never  ceased,  while 
life  remained,  to  plan  and  work  for  its  welfare.  This 
sub-committee  addressed  itself  to  the  duty  it  had  ac- 
cepted, and,  after  much  thought,  submitted  the  present 
programme  of  studies,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Board, 
and  voted  to  be  the  future  basis  of  the  work  of  the  High 
School. 

Since  its  adoption,  some  improvement  in  important 
particulars  is  accomplished,  and  the  school  is  at  present 
under  the  control  of  a  body  of  teachers,  able,  industrious 
and  painstaking  ;  and  under  the  favoring  influence  of  the 
finest  discipline,  everything  is  done  that  can  be  done 
under  the  present  conditions,  to  forward  the  physical,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  welfare  of  those  young  people  who 
are  under  the  fostering  care  of  this  institution.  So  far  as 
good  health  is  concerned,  the  physical  conditions  are 
very  unfavorable,  as  is  well  known  to  all,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  we  hear  so  much  of  colds,  contracted  in  a 
building,  such  as  we  are  now  compelled  to  use. 

As  some  complaints  of  over-work  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  teachers  of  this  school,  it  was  very  natur- 


108 


ally  feared  that  some  scholars,  impelled  by  an  enthusias- 
tic desire  to  excel,  might  occasionally  over-step  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  which  is  a  possibility,  doubtless  in 
all  schools,  and  thus  injure  their  health  :  but  it  ought  to 
be  remembered,  that  in  all  such  cases  the  responsibility 
belongs  to  the  scholar  and  the  parent,  rather  than  the 
teacher.  It  is  true,  the  teacher  must  always  know 
when  a  scholar  is  doing  more  work  than  is  consistent 
with  good  health,  yet  as  this  excess  is  caused  by  the  tak- 
ing up  by  the  pupil  of  too  much  of  the  strictly  elective 
work  of  the  school,  and  is  sanctioned  by  the  approval  of 
parents,  it  is  not  easy  for  teachers  to  successfully  inter- 
pose their  authority.  As  these  complaints  have  always 
seemed  to  proceed  from  sources  that  might  give  them  a 
considerable  weight,  the  Principal  of  the  School  was  in- 
duced to  make  an  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the  parents. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  the  following  circular  was 
addressed  to  the  parents  of  the  scholars,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  replies  were  received.  The  teachers  were 
thus  satisfied  by  the  highest  authority  within  their  reach 
that  the  complaints  were  not  well  founded. 

Circular. 

Plymouth  Hicm  School.  | 
May  25,  1888.  j 

Wishing  to  work  intelligently  with  the  pupils  of  the 
High  School,  and  feeling  that  health  is  of  primary  impor- 
tance, we  respectfully  ask  parents  and  guardians  to  con- 
sider carefully  the  following  questions,  and  to  be  so  kind 
as  to  return  candid  answers  to  them  on  or  before  J une  4. 
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In  replying  to  Question  IV,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  late  or  irregular  hours  for  retiring,  improper  iood, 
the  lack  of  daily  out-door  epercise,  and  the  numerous  de- 
mands of  social  life,  contribute  largely  to  the  ill-health  of 
our  young  people. 

CARRIE  E.  SMALL,  Principal 

I.  How  much  time  daily,  on  an  average,  does  your 
child  devote  to  study,  out  of  school  ?  Answer:  From 
one  to  two  hours. 

II.  Is  less  work  desirable?  Answer:  No,  100:  yes, 
8  ;  don't  know,  2  ;  no  answer,  3. 

III.  Is  more  work  desirable?  Answer:  No,  99; yes, 
0  ;  don't  know,  2  ;  no  answer,  3  ;  left  to  teacher  to  de- 
cide. 3. 

IY.  Is  there  any  evidence  of  over-work  from  study 
(dona?    Answer:    No,  107;  yes,  3;  cannot  tell,  3. 

Geography. 

Considerable  effort  has  been  made  during  the  last 
year  to  improve  our  methods  of  teaching  this  all-impor- 
tant branch  which  has  reference  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
earth's  surface  and  what  it  produces.  The  results  hither- 
to obtained  have  been  far  from  satisfactory,  although  a 
reasonable  proportion  of  the  hours  allotted  to  school 
work  has  been  devoted  to  this  study,  and  teachers  have 
not  beon  wanting  in  industry  and  zeal  ;  but  after  all  their 
exertions,  they  feel  that  their  time  has  not  been  well 
spent,  and  that  they  will  hardly  satisfy  the  expectations 
of  those  interested  in  their  work.     The  extent  and 
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variety  of  the  knowledge  required  of  scholars  between 
the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years  is  very  often  dis- 
couraging to  those  who  have  to  instruct  them.  The 
routine  methods  of  handling  the  subjects  of  this  depart- 
ment of  education  very  generally  practised  in  schools  is 
the  principal  cause  of  the  want  of  success.     Under  this 
treatment,   the  mental  activity  of   the  scholar  is  not 
aroused,  few  of  his  faculties  are  exercised,  but,  in  the 
course  of  time,  by  the  stupefying  process  of  repetition, 
he  becomes  qualified  to  make  quite  a  respectable  figure 
in  a  formal  examination  in  which  the  questions  are 
strictly  confined  to  the  matter  contained  in  the  text-book. 
The  amount  of  geographical  knowledge  obtained  in  this 
way  is  very  small,  and  the  quality  must  be  poor,  if  we 
can  rely  on  the  confessions  of  those  who  have  laid  aside 
their  text  books  for  a  year  or  two.    It  is  not  intended  by 
these  strictures  to  imply  that  our  teachers  are  not  intelli- 
gent and  industrious  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  ; 
on  the  contrary,  this  part  of  the  work  of  education  is, 
doubtless,  as  well  done  in  our  schools  as  elsewhere  ;  the 
method  here  described  is  chronic  and  almost  universal. 
The  mode  of  written  examination  generally  practiced  is 
partly  to  be  blamed  in  this  matter.     When  teachers  are 
urged   to  a  more  liberal  treatment  of  the  subject,  they 
reply  that  they  are  hedged  in  by  limitations  which  do 
not  encourage,  to  say  the  least,  such  liberal  treatment, 
but  rather  invite  the  old  routine  ;  that  is,  a  rigid  adher- 
ance  to  the  text-book,  and  a  repetition  of  tasks  until  the 
scholars  are  so  familiar  with  that  portion  of  the  text- 
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book  under  review,  that  they  can  pass  their  examination 
with  certainty,  and  secure  the  desired  promotion. 

The  experiment  now  being  made  will,  it  is  hoped, 
bring  about  a  change  in  teaching  geography  in  our 
schools  which  will  prove  highly  favorable  to  the  intel- 
lectual development  of  the  scholar.  A  series  of  topics 
has  been  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  relation  to  each 
other,  forming  an  outline  of  the  science  to  suit  the 
amount  of  time  which  can  be  appropriated  to  this  study 
in  our  schools.  At  the  beginning  of  a  term,  the  teachers 
of  a  grade  are  called  together,  and  after  the  usual  dis- 
cussion of  the  work  of  the  coming  term,  the  topics  are 
agreed  upon,  and  the  teachers  requested  to  give  out  the 
subject  of  their  lessons  to  the  scholars  a  day  or  two 
before  the  time  for  recitation,  so  that  the  children  can 
have  ample  opportunity  to  consult  the  reference  books 
of  all  kinds,  in  addition  to  their  text-books,  which, 
indeed,  will  be  used,  hereafter,  only  as  reference  books 
always  at  hand. 

This  method  of  treating  this  very  important  branch  of 
school-work  will,  at  the  outset,  call  on  the  scholar  for 
some  original  attempts,  and  by  degrees,  must  train  him 
in  the  use  of  books  for  the  investigation  of  any  subject 
which  may  engage  his  attention.  Of  course,  these  efforts 
will  be  very  crude  at  first,  but  with  judicious  help  and 
encouragement  from  the  teacher,  he  will  soon  acquire 
confidence  and  skill,  and  will,  finally,  receive  a  benefit 
from  i his  kind  of  work  which  will  aid  him  in  all  the 
studies  of  the  school-room.    It  is  confidently  believed 
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that  the  teachers,  also,  will  be  benefited  by  the  change 
in  the  method  of  geographical  instruction,  for  they  will 
not  have  their  work  prescribed  for  them  in  the  text-book; 
only  a  few  general  topics  will  be  supplied,  and  all  the 
details  will  have  to  be  worked  out  according  to  their 
own  judgment.  To  do  this  well,  much  thought  must  be 
put  into  the  work  ;  books  must  be  consulted  on  all  the 
subjects  handled ;  questions  from  inquisitive  scholars 
must  be  answered,  and  everything  done  that  belongs  to 
an  original  treatment  of  the  topics  which  form  the  basis 
of  the  lesson. 

Drawing. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  during  the  last  year  to  in- 
troduce into  the  schools  more  uniformity  of  system  in  the 
practice  of  drawing  among  the  various  teachers,  and  with 
considerable  success.  The  attainments  have  been  very 
fair,  and  both  teachers  and  scholars  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  care  and  the  skill  displayed  in  the  specimens  of 
their  work  in  drawing,  as  well  as  for  the  neatness  of 
their  penmanship  in  the  weil  prepared  compositions  that 
have  come  monthly  for  examination  to  the  Superinten- 
dent. But  it  is  highly  desirable  that  a  professional 
teacher  of  drawing  should  be  employed  to  give  instruc- 
tion at  stated  intervals  to  the  teachers,  so  that  they  may 
skilfully  and  confidently  lead  their  pupils  onward  in  this 
eminently  useful  art.  Its  practical  bearing  is  so  self- 
evident  that  it  is  thought  nothing  further  need  be  said  to 
secure  attention  to  this  important  object, 
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Music. 

The  interest  in  music  still  prevails  in  the  sehools  gen- 
erally, and  in  some  the  success  is  quite  remarkable. 
This  success,  in  special  instances,  demonstrates  the  fact 
that  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  that  the  permanent  teacher 
of  the  school  need  be  an  adept  in  music,  but  may  be  de- 
ficient in  the  ordinary  appreciation  of  sounds,  and  still, 
by  industry  and  enthusiasm  in  urging  the  school  in  the 
daily  practice  of  the  lesson  assigned  by  the  special 
teacher  of  music,  results  may  be  attained  which  are  really 
surprising.  Experience  thus  shows  that  the  want  of 
musical  training  on  the  part  of  the  permanent  teachers  is 
no  bar  to  the  most  gratifying  success,  if  only  those 
teachers  have  the  mastery  of  their  scholars  and  keep 
them  alive  to  their  work. 

After  a  recent  special  review  of  all  the  music  work  in 
the  schools,  there  seems  to  be  ample  reason  to  expect  a 
wide-spread  diffusion  of  practice  and  skill  in  this  most 
useful  and  attractive  art. 

Evening  School. 

During  the  last  year  no  public  Evening  School  has 
been  maintained  in  our  Town,  which  has  caused  consid- 
erable inconvenience.  There  are  many  young  people 
among  us,  whose  educational  advantages  have  been  limi- 
ted, on  account  of  their  having  been  obliged  to  leave 
school  earlier  than  they  otherwise  would,  in  order  to 
earn  a  livelihood,  and  whose  daily  employments  forbid 
them  to  use  any  other  time  than  the  evening  to  pursue 
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further  the  study  of  the  common  branches  of  school 
education.  These  would  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  an  Evening  School  for  practice 
and  improvement  in  these  studies. 

The  law  of  our  State  that  prohibits  admission  to  our 
manufactories  of  workers  under  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
who  cannot  read  and  write  the  English  language,  ex- 
cludes quite  a  large  number  of  foreigners,  who  are  now 
admitted  only  under  pledge  to  obtain  private  instruction. 
This,  in  most  cases,  is  a  very  difficult  condition,  liable  to 
misuse,  and  often  causes  serious  inconvenience  to  all  con- 
cerned. These  various  considerations  would  seem  to 
render  it  morally  obligatory  upon  the  Town  to  maintain 
an  Evening  School,  where  not  only  our  own  youth  who 
need  it.  but  the  foreigners  among  us.  may  receive  such 
instruction  as  will  be  not  simply  a  benefit  to  them,  but 
will  advance  the  business  interests  of  the  Town  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  community. 

The  sum  of  money  appropriated  last  year  for  this  pur- 
pose, was  inadequate  to  the  measure  proposed,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Town  will  this  year  take  this  matter 
into  serious  consideration  in  making  the  appropriations 
for  educational  needs. 

Changes  of  Teachers. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Long  Pond  School,  caused  by  the 
death  of  Miss  Xellie  F.  Pierce,  is  filled  by  Miss  Xellie  B. 
Holmes,  of  Manomet  Ponds. 

The  school,  at  Ellisville,  is  this  year  taught  by  Miss 
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Emma  Leadbetter,  of  Weston,  in  place  of  Miss  Addie  H. 
Blackmer,  resigned. 

Some  changes  of  place  were  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  Miss  Lucy  May  Harlow,  and  the  appointment,  conse- 
quently, of  a  new  teacher.  Miss  Mary  F.  Klingenhasjen 
was  elected,  and  assigned  to  the  North  Sub-Primary 
School,  formerly  taught  by  Miss  Myra  C.  Holmes. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  School,  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  S.  S.  Crocker,  is  filled  by  Mr.  John 
W.  Herrick,  of  Bridge  water. 

Miss  Harriet  L.  Merrow,  teacher  of  Physics  and  Chem- 
istry in  the  High  School  resigned  her  situation  at  the 
close  of  the  Spring  term,  and  her  place  was  supplied  by 
Miss  Emma  F.  Eames,  of  Reading. 


In  Memoriam. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record,  this  year,  the  death  of 
one  of  our  most  earnest  and  faithful  teachers,  Miss  Nellie 
Florence  Pierce.  She  graduted  from  our  High  School, 
February  5,  1878.  While  there  she  was  noted  for  sound 
scholarship,  and  by  her  unvarying  amiability  and  devo- 
tion to  her  school  duties  she  gained  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  her  class-mates  and  teachers.  After  her  grad- 
uation from  the  High  School,  she  took  the  school  at  Long 
Pond,  which  she  taught  for  three  years  with  much  success, 
and  highly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  community.  Her 
cherished  desire  was  to  make  teaching  a  profession,  and 
with  this  end  in  view,  in  order  to  advance  herself  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  art.  she  took  a  two- 
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years'  course  at  Bridgewater  Normal  School,  entering 
February,  1885,  and  graduating  January,  1887.  She  then 
returned  to  Plymouth:  and  as  soon  as  a  vacancy  occurred 
in  her  old  school  at  Long  Pond,  she  was  asked  to  fill  it. 
which  she  did  much  to  the  gratification  of  the  people 
there,  who,  as  well  as  the  children,  were  warmly  attached 
to  her.  She  returned  to  her  school  there  in  October, 
1887,  and  left  it.  June,  1888,  when  failing  health  com- 
pelled her  to  resign.    She  died  January  5,  1889. 

We  can  only  touch  here  upon  the  most  prominent 
characteristics  of  her  whose  life,  so  full  of  promise  of 
usefulness,  has  so  early  closed.  She  was  mild  and  affec- 
tionate in  disposition,  gentle  and  unassuming  in  manner, 
but  those  who  knew  her  well,  both  as  a  scholar  and 
teacher,  recognized  in  her  character,  the  sterling  quali- 
ties of  solidity,  clearness,  precision  and  perseverance, 
which  combined  to  render  her  so  efficient  and  successful 
in  her  chosen  vocation.  Her  death  brings  a  great  loss  to 
the  community  in  which  she  moved,  for  the  influence  of 
a  truly  conscientious  teacher  is  inestimable;  and  the 
memory  of  her  virtues  will  long  remain  with  those  who 
knew  and  loved  her. 


With  renewed  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  the  kind- 
ness and  co-operation  received,  this  report  is  respecfully 
submitted. 

CHARLES  BURTON, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Plymouth,  March  1,  1889. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  following  pupils  were  not  absent  daring  the  school  3Tear 
1887-8  : 

Cora  F.  Byrnes,  Mildred  F.  Parker, 

George  V.  Bennett,  Edward  L.  Chandler. 


Enrolment  in  September,  1888,  170  pupils. 
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APPENDIX. 


Statistics. 
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Green, 

High  School, 

Carrie  E.  Small, 
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144 

132 

126 

80 

64 

Ellen  W.  Beane, 
Emma  F.  Eames, 
Jennie  C.  Whitteu. 
AnnaM.Klingenhagen, 

1,700 
700 
450 
450 

Russell  Street, 

Grammar, 

Aaron  H.  Cornish, 

1,000 

50 

44 

40 

3 

43 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Grammar, 

John  W.  Herrick, 

900 

59 

52 

47 

4 

55 

North, 

Grammar, 

Charles  F.  Cole, 

1,000 

45 

42 

38 

6 

38 

Chiltonville, 

Grammar, 

Elmer  E.  Sherman, 

1,000 

49 

43 

40 

5 

36 

So.  Plymouth, 

Grammar, 
Intermediate, 

Frances  A.  Hadaway, 

500 

32 

26 

23 

3 

28 

Wellin°\slev. 

Addie  F.  Bartlett, 

400 

34 

28 

25 

18 

North, 

Intermediate, 

Anna  A.  Jones, 

500 

47 

40 

36 

1 

46 

Russell  Street, 

Third  Grade, 

Carrie  I.  Mace, 

400 

58 

53 

48 

58 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Third  Grade, 

Augusta  M.  Morton, 

400 

55 

51 

46 

54 

Russell  Street, 

Second  Grade, 

Mary  A.  Aldrich, 

360 

45 

42 

37 

4.~> 

Russell  Street, 

Second  Grade, 

May  H.  Chandler, 

360 

41 

38 

34 

-n 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Second  Grade, 

Nelia  D.  Burbank, 

360 

53 

52 

47 

53 

Cold  Spring, 

Primary, 

Frances  E.  Hovey, 

320 

42 

37 

31 

19 

School  Street, 

Primary, 

Priscilla  Perkins, 

320 

50 

47 

44 

38 

South  Street, 

Primarjr, 

Charlotte  A.  Bearse, 

26 

21 

1  7 

2 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Primary, 

Grace  D.  Chandler, 

320 

41 

36 

32 

33 

North, 

Primary, 

Mary  Moning, 

320 

37 

34 

29 

37 

Oak  Street, 

Primary, 

Lina  F.  Bates, 

320 

37 

35 

32 

28 

Spring  Street, 

Sub-Primary, 

Mary  J.  Ellis, 

320 

52 

45 

37 

Oak  Street, 

Sub-Primary, 

Nellie  M.  Smith, 

320 

48 

37 

30 

3 

South  Street, 

Sub-Primary, 

Mary  E.  Morton, 

320 

43 

37 

32 

South  Street, 

Sub-Primary, 

Katie  O'Brien, 

320 

36 

34 

28 

3 

Cold  Spring, 

Sub-Primary, 

Myra  C.  Holmes, 

320 

56 

44 

37 

2 

North, 

Sub- Primary, 

Mary  F.  Klingenhagen, 

320 

69 

62 

58 

7 

Cliff, 

Primary, 

Martha  W.  Whitmore, 

300 

35 

26 

22 

16 

Chiltonville, 

Primary, 

Katie  W.  Sampson, 

300 

35 

31 

26 

15 

Russell  Mills, 

Primary, 

Mary  A.  Morton, 

300 

36 

23 

21 

17 

So.  Plymouth, 

Primary, 

Lydia  A.  Sampson, 

300 

29 

27 

23 

16 

South  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Addie  E.  Thrasher, 

320 

14 

13 

12 

10 

Long  Pond, 

Ungraded, 

Nellie  B.  Holmes, 

300 

19 

14 

13 

4 

10 

Cedarville, 

Ungraded, 

Hepsie  E.  Pierce, 

360 

21 

20 

19 

3 

13 

Ellisville, 

Ungraded, 

Emma  Leadbetter, 

320 

14 

12 

10 

2 

7 
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Grammar  Schools.— Order  of  Exercises. 


TIME. 

MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

THURSDAY. 

FRIDAY. 

A.  M. 

8.80-9.00, 
9.00-10.00, 
10.00-11.00, 
11.00-12.00, 

P.  M. 

2.00-2.30, 
2.30-3.00, 
3.00-4.00, 

Music, 
Writ.  Arith., 
Grammar, 
History, 

Spelling, 
Mental  Arith. 
El.  Science, 

Music, 
Writ.  Arith., 
Grammar, 
History, 

Spelling, 
Mental  Arith. 
Geo.,  Reading 

Music, 
Writ.  Arith., 
Grammar, 
History, 

Spelling, 
Mental  Arith. 
El.  Science, 

Music, 
Writ.  Arith., 
Grammar, 
History, 

Spelling, 
Mental  Arith. 
Geo.,  Reading 

Music, 

Book-keeping 

Drawing, 

Drawing, 

Composition, 
Composition, 
Reading  and 
Declamations 

Recess— 10.30-10.45  A.  M. 

Elementary  Science  includes  lessons  in  Physiology,  Botany,  Zoology,  Miner- 
alogy, Physics  and  Chemistry. 

Intermediate  Schools.— Order  of  Exercises. 

TIME. 

MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

THURSDAY. 

FRED  AY. 

A.  M. 

9.00-9.10, 

9.10-9.30, 

9.30-10.00, 

10.00-10.30, 

10.30-10.50, 

10.50-11.30, 

11.30-12.00, 

P.  M. 

2.00-2.30, 
2.30-3.00, 
3.00-3.15, 
3.15-4.00, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Spelling, 
Recess, 
Geography, 
Reading, 

Writing, 
Mental  Arith. 
Gymnastics, 

Language 
Lessons,  or 

Hygiene, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic. 
Spelling, 
Recess, 
Geography, 
Reading, 

Drawing, 
Mental  Arith. 
Gymnastics, 

Language 
Lessons,  or 

Hygiene, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Spelling, 
Arithmetic, 
Spelling, 
Recess, 
Geography, 
Reading, 

Writing, 
Mental  Arith. 
Gymnastics, 

Language 
Lessons,  or 

Hygiene, 

Opening 

Exercises, 
Music, 
Arithmetic, 
Spelling, 
Recess, 
Geography, 
Reading, 

Drawing, 
Mental  Arith. 
Gymnastics, 
Language 
Lessons,  or 
Hygiene, 

General 

Exercises. 
Music, 
Arithmetic. 
Spelling, 
Recess, 
Geography, 
Reading, 

Writing, 
Mental  Arith. 
Gymnastics, 

General 

Exercises, 

8 


122 


Primary  Schools.— Order  of  Exercises. 


A.  M. 

9.00-  9.15, 

9.15-  9.30,| 
9.30-10.00, 
10.00-10.15, 
10.15-10.30, 
10.30-10.50, 
10.50-11.10. 
11.10-11.30, 
11.30-11.50, 
12.00, 


Opening 

Exercises, 
Hygiene, 
Arithmetic, 
Reading, 
Singing, 
Recess. 
Language, 
Spelling, 
Ment.  Arith., 
Dismission. 


P.  M. 

2.00-  2.15, 
2.15-  2.30, 
2.30-  3.00, 
3.00-  3.10, 
.'5.10—  3.30 

2.30-  4!oo';  Spelling 


Drawing, 
Geography. 
Arithmetic, 
Gymnastics 
Readinsr, 


TUESDAY.  WEDNESDAY. 


Opening 

Exercises. 
Hygiene. 
Arithmetic, 
Beading, 
Singing. 
Recess, 
Language, 
Spelling, 
Ment.  Arith.. 
Dismission. 


Opening 

Exercises. 
Hygiene, 
Arithmetic. 
Reading. 
Singing, 
Recess, 
Language, 
Spelling, 
Ment.  Arith.. 
Dismission, 


THURSDAY. 


Drawing, 

Geography. 

Arithmetic, 


:  Drawing, 

Geography, 
!  Arithmetic. 


Gymnastics.  |  Gymnastics, 
Reading, 
Spelling. 


!  Reading, 
,  Spelling. 


Opening 

Exercises, 
I  Hygiene, 

Arithmetic, 

Reading, 

Singing, 
,  Recess, 

Language, 
[  Spelling, 

Ment.  Arith.. 
i  Dismission. 


Drawing, 

Geography, 

Arithmetic, 

Gymnastics. 

Reading, 

Spelling. 


Opening 

Exercises, 
Hygiene, 
Arithmetic. 
Reading, 
Singing, 
Recess, 
Language, 
Spelling, 
Ment.  Arith.. 
Dismission. 


Drawing, 

Geography. 

Arithmetic. 

Gymnastics. 

Reading, 

Spelling. 
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PLYMOUTH   HIGH  SCHOOL. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

— OF  THE — 

CLASS  OF  '88, 

—AT— 

Davis  Opera  House,  Thursday  Evening,  June  28th, 

At  ;.:*<>  o'clock. 
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PROGRAMME. 


Part.  I. 

SALUTATORY,  Frank  H.  Carver. 

ESSAY :  Light,  Mary  E.  Bradford. 

ESSAY  :  Good  Manners,   -  Bertha  F.  Howland. 

PIANO  SOLO :  Le  Printemps,  Teresa  Carreuo,  Jennie  M.  Drew. 
ESSAY  :  The  Influence  of  Solitude,  -  -  Nellte  C.  Pierce. 
SWEDISH  SONG,  with  humming  accompaniment, 

Solo  by  Bertha  F.  Howland. 
ESSAY :  Masters  and  Servants,  -       -       -       Frank  J.  Holmes, 

ESSAY :  Back-bone,  Fannie  C.  Byrnes. 

CHORUS:  Morning  is  Nigh, •  (Strauss,)      -       -       -  School, 


PKOGEAMME. 


Part  II. 

ESSAY  :  Music,  Jennie  M.  Drew. 

ESSAY :  The  Indian  Question,      -  Frank  H.  Carver. 

ESSAYr  :  How  It  Happened,     -  Clara  M.  Diman. 

CHORUS:  From  "  Farmer's  Mass,"  -  School. 
ESSAY  :  The  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine  Service,  G.  E.  Tucker  Barnes. 
SIBYLLINE  LEAVES,  -  -  Read  by  Mary  E.  Bradford. 
VIOLIN  SOLO:  Fantasie  Ballet,  Op.  100,  De  Beriot, 

Bertha  F.  Howl  and. 

VALEDICTORY,  -  -  -  -  -  Mary  H.  Holmes. 
SINGING  OF  CLASS  SONG, 

Words  by  Bertha  F.  Howland,       Music  by  Jennie  M.  Drew. 
PRESENTATION   OF  DIPLOMAS. 

MULTUM,  NON  MULTA. 
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CLi^SS  OF  '88. 


REGULAR  COURSE. 
(Four  Years,  Two  Term.*.) 

Mary  Edith  Bradford, 

Fannie  Clarke  Byrnes, 

Clara  May  Dim  an, 

Jennie  Marshal  Drew, 

Mary  Herbert  Holmes, 

Bertha  Forrest  Howland. 

Nellie  Coleman  Pierce, 

George  Edward  Tucker  Barnes, 

Frank  Hahnemann  Carver, 

Herbert  Warren  Clarke, 

Frank  Jackson  Holmes. 


FOUR  YEARS'  COURSE. 

Carrie  Augusta  Holmes.  Isaac  Thomas  Holmes. 


TWO   YEARS'   BUSINESS  COURSE, 

Lydia  White  Bartlett. 

Angeline  Howland, 

Estella  Ingraham  Nash. 

Ruth  Etta  Raymond, 

George  Oliver  Brown, 

Michael  Edward  Comiskey, 

William  Francis  Hamblin, 

Herbert  Francis  Holmes, 

George  Henry  Nichol, 

Walter  George  Smith, 

Frank  Irving  Whitmore, 
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